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Bishop Scott Jones speaks out against discrimination 

Letter from United Methodist bishop denounces HB 2453 

WICHITA, Kan. – In a letter addressed to Kansas Senate President Susan Wagle, Bishop Scott 

Jones, bishop of the Great Plains United Methodist Conference, suggests that House Bill 2453 be 

killed, as to not legitimize discrimination against gay and lesbian individuals. 

House Bill 2453 seeks to allow public or private employees to refuse service based on religious 

views about marriage. In his letter, Bishop Jones, commends Senator Wagle’s statement 

expressing her concerns about the measure. 

“It is hard to imagine how this bill can have a compromise that still gives equal protection of the 

law to all persons in our state,” said Bishop Jones in the letter. “We Kansans helped end slavery 

and segregation — we do not need to legalize discrimination.” 

Bishop Jones went on to mention that the debate seemed to be missing the fact that Kansas is 

more religiously diverse than in the past. Giving legal license to any religious opinions opens the 

door to several possible actions. 

“I believe that House Bill 2453 represents values that are un-American, un-Kansan and un-

Christian,” said Bishop Jones in closing. “Please do whatever you can to make sure that no 

further action is taken in this matter.” 

House Bill 2453 passed the House on Feb. 12, with a 72-49 vote. Supporters of the measure say 

the intention was to protect religious liberty. Opponents say the bill’s wording allows it to have 

a much broader ramifications than what the House considered during two full days of hearings 

preceding the vote. Wagle said the bill goes beyond protecting religious freedom and potentially 

discriminates against the LGBT community. Wagle raised concerns about how the bill could 

affect the business community. The Kansas Senate Judiciary Committee, chaired by Senate Vice 

President Jeff King of Independence, Kan., will make the final decision whether to consider a 

modified version of the bill or kill it. 

Bishop Jones’ letter to Senator Susan Wagle [PDF] 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/bishop/letter_to_susan_wagle_2_17_14.pdf
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The Great Plains United Methodist Conference, led by Bishop Scott Jones, has 1,035 local United 

Methodist congregations with more than 220,000 members in Kansas and Nebraska. Learn more 

about the conference and their local churches at www.greatplainsumc.org. 

The United Methodist Church has 12.5 million members globally and is in mission in more than 

135 countries. It is the second largest Protestant denomination in the U.S., with about 33,000 

churches. Our mission is making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our tagline "Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors." embraces who we are and how we seek to 

put our faith in action. Learn more at UMC.org. 
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