
 

 

Additional Possibilities for Continuing Education  

 

 

Other events happening in the Great Plains Conference 

Worship Workshop for Small Member Churches Rock Springs Camp/St Benedict Center 

The first Worship Workshop for Small Member Churches was held in April and has received enthusiastic response from 
those attending: 
 “There are resources right before my eyes every Sunday that I have failed to recognize and utilize.  Small 
congregations have resources that we as pastors leave untapped.”   Pastor Gene Huston 
 Teresa focuses on “intentional and meaningful ways to engage the congregation in worship that creates 
a deeper and more personal worship experience.”  Pastor Rebecca Stredney 

“The first Worship workshop for small churches was fantastic! We loved that the focus was on the strengths of 
small churches rather than what we can't do. I would encourage every pastor of a small church to attend! And if at all 
possible to bring a lay person. The time together really upped the excitement and brought it back to the church. Well 
worth the time and money, we're looking forward to class two!”   Rev. Kathy Symes 

”The retreat lead by Teresa was the best continuing education class I have ever experienced.  It was wonderful 
to be affirmed as a small church pastor and leave empowered with ideas that are meant for worship in the smaller and 
yet very significant churches.” Rev. Melissa Naylor 

” Wonderful ideas….worship on a budget!  Rev. Diana Chapel 
“I learned how to visually present the Word of God, and as St. Francis of Assisi said, ‘Preach the Gospel! If 

necessary use words.’  Teresa showed us a new way to worship with visuals and fewer unnecessary words.” Pastor 
David Shrum 
 
Are you intrigued and interested in attending the next Worship Workshop?  It is not too late to register. There are two 
locations to choose from, and space in both for additional participants. The first Workshop will be offered a second time 
in June at St. Benedict Retreat Center in Schuyler, NE June 16-17.  You can find full information about the Worship 
Workshops, including the schedule of the workshops at http://www.greatplainsumc.org/worshipworkshops, along with 
the link to the registration form. 
 

Small Wonders Conference  Kansas Wesleyan University, Salina KS  October 7-8, 2016 

The third Small Wonders Conference will focus on Young Adults.  More information in the Annual Conference packets 
and on the conference website. 

Great Preaching for the Great Plains  Topeka, KS    beginning fall, 2016 

The third installment of Great Preaching will begin this fall.  Once again, Dr. Alyce McKenzie from Perkins School of 
Theology and the Center for Preaching Excellence.  She will be joined by Dr. Wes Allen, also a preaching professor at 
Perkins.  Watch GP Connect and the website for information about the details. 

Leadership Institute   Church of the Resurrection, Leewood KS September 29-30, 2016 

Looking for practical ideas and proven strategies?  Want more than just theories and possibilities to help grow a vibrant, 
dynamic church?  The Church of the Resurrection’s Leadership Institute brings together pastors, church staff and 
volunteer leaders who have a passion for renewal of the church.   The newest and most innovative ideas of the past year 
will be shared, and you have the opportunity for conversation with people from across the country.  For more 
information go to http://li.cor.org/   

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/worshipworkshops
http://li.cor.org/


Young Preachers Festival  Church of the Resurrection, Leewood KS July 21-22, 2016 

This is designed for those ages 16-34 who are exploring a call to ministry or who want to improve their preaching.  
Featured speakers this year are Olu Brown, Alyce McKenzie, Matt Miofsky, Bishop Scott Jones, and Adam Hamilton. 
There are ten workshops to choose from and the opportunity to receive feedback on a sermon you submit.  For more 
information, go to www.youngpreachersfestival.org.  

Mission U   Three different locations in July and August, 2016   www.greatplainsumc.org/missionu 

Sponsored jointly by the Great Plains United Methodist Women and Mercy and Justice Team. Mission u is an 
opportunity to study current issues impacting society and how those issues intersect with our faith.  Participants grow in 
understanding the mission of the church in the current world context. The studies give particular attention to the 
responsibilities of all in the fulfillment of the mission work of the church.  

Building Relationships That Lead to Discipleship Wesley UMC, Iola, KS  October 1, 2016  

Sponsored by the Five Rivers District, this event will be from 9:30 – 2:00.  Special Guest Speaker/Leader:  Dr. David 
Lowes Watson, former Executive Secretary for Covenant Discipleship and Christian Formation at the General 
Board of Discipleship and McCreless Professor of Evangelism at Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University 

This event will focus on discovering ways congregations can welcome and connect their community neighbors 
to the church’s fellowship and a life with Christ.  There is no cost to register, only a free will donation for 
lunch.  Call Five Rivers District office to register: 785-841-4804 

 

Orders and Fellowship   Bicentennial Center, Salina KS   January 18-19, 2017 

Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean is the guest presenter for Orders and Fellowship 2017.  She is an ordained pastor in the 
Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church and the Mary D. Synnott Professor of Youth, Church 
and Culture at Princeton Theological Seminary, where she works closely with the Institute for Youth Ministry.  Dr. Dean 
is the author of numerous books on youth and the church.  Information will be posted on the website and in GP Connect 
as it becomes available.  

 

Other providers of continuing education events and other events you can check into:  

School of Congregational Development   Evanston, Ill    Aug 17-20, 2016 

Sponsored by Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church.  At SCD 2016 we will be called to go Into The Deep 
to Discover, Engage, be Equipped, and to live into the Possibilities that surround us as we share the grace and love of 
Jesus Christ in our congregations and communities. 

Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts website: umfellowship.org 

Founded to support musicians in The United Methodist Church, The Fellowship has grown to include worship artists, 
clergy, and laity involved in all aspects of worship from a variety of denominations and experiences. The Fellowship 
exists to assist worship leaders in creating meaningful worship experiences that bring people into deeper relationships 
with God and each other. 

Center for Pastoral Effectiveness of the Rockies   http://www.pastoraleffectiveness.org/  

http://www.youngpreachersfestival.org/
http://www.pastoraleffectiveness.org/


 The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness of the Rockies is designed to maintain ministers in ministry.  Our ultimate 
goal is for each participant to become a more well-differentiated leader, a person who is clear about his or her own 
goals, and therefore less likely to get lost in the anxious emotional processes that naturally occur in ministry. 

The Institute for Discipleship     http://www.beadisciple.com/index.html  

 The Institute is dedicated to providing educational opportunities that nurture and enrich Christian leaders, lay 
and clergy, for effective living and ministry.  The Institute supports persons in ministry in the local church with online 
continuing education thru BeADisciple.com. 

Lake Junaluska Peace Conference,   Lake Junaluska, NC    Nov 10-13, 2016 

Climate Change and Peace: The Lake Junaluska Peace Conference is an ongoing response to God’s call to peacemaking 
and reconciliation. Affirming the community of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to work in partnership 
with Christians, Jews, Muslims, and members of other religious traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and 
peace. 

Festival of Wisdom and Grace   Lake Junaluksa, NC    August 1-4, 2016 

Sponsored by the SE Jurisdictional Association of Older Adults 

Featuring Dr. Tony Campolo and Dr. Mickey Effird, the 2016 Festival of Wisdom and Grace Conference's theme is "Come 
to the Water." The week will be full of worship, workshops, professional training, and fellowship designed for 
individuals, couples, small groups, or church leaders relating to the second half of life. 

Worship Design Studio  marciamcfee.com 

Dr. McFee offers workshops at Lake Tahoe every spring, and elsewhere across the United States throughout the year.   
Marcia will help you plan sensory rich worship that will touch the heart of people, transform lives, and help you make 
disciples.  Check her website for dates and registration information. 

Leadership Nexus       http://www.leadershipnexus.org/  

 Leadership Nexus is an organization founded by Dr. Robert Pierson to provide resources that will empower the 
local church, equip the clergy and laity for leadership, and provide a network for peer learning. The basic functions of 
Leadership Nexus are to provide training through conferences, consultations, newsletters and information on additional 
resources.  

Lombard Mennonite Peace Center    http://www.lmpeacecenter.org/ 

 The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC) seeks to ground its peacemaking in a biblical understanding of 
salvation and Christian discipleship 

Upper Room Ministries:  Spiritual Renewal Retreats  

 5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation  St Benedict Retreat Center, Schuyler NE    April 23-28, 2017 

The Academy for Spiritual Formation® has offered an environment for spiritually hungry pilgrims, whether lay or clergy, 
that combines academic learning with experience in spiritual disciplines and community.  The Academy's commitment to 
an authentic spirituality promotes balance, inner peace and outer peace, holy living and justice living, God's 
shalom.  Website:  academy.upperroom.org 

 SOULFeast  

Look on the website for the dates for this spiritual retreat in 2017.  SOULfeast will not be held in 2016.  

 Walk to Emmaus mmaus.upperroom.org 

http://www.beadisciple.com/index.html
http://www.leadershipnexus.org/
http://www.lmpeacecenter.org/


The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip the local church members for Christian action in their 
homes, churches, communities and places of work.  Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and 
shared with others.  Retreats for both men and women are held throughout the conference.  

Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita KS 

Ministers Week  sponsored by Perkins School of Theology  Febr, 2017  www.smu.edu 

Perkins School of Youth Ministry  Perkins School of Theology  Jan 9-12, 2017 www.smu.edu 

Beeson International Center at Asbury Theological Seminary 
 http://asburyseminary.edu/resources/beesoncenter/lifelonglearning/ 

Pastoral Excellence Network  http://www.cpx.cts.edu/network 

The Pastoral Excellence Network is a program of Lily Endowment, Inc.  Their mission is to create and foster a network of 
organizatons committed to and supportive of clergy excellence. 

 

Apprentice Institute at Friends University https://www.friends.edu/about/apprentice-institute 

 Annual event: The Apprentice Gathering in September 

Festival of Homiletics    http://www.festivalofhomiletics.com/ 

 Preaching festival held every May 
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