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 Advanced Lay Servant 

Ministries Training Classes 

at Norfolk First United 

Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 22, 2017          

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

 Cowboy Trail Bike Ride/

Walk for UMM  

Missions  May 27, 2017            

7 a.m.  -   3 p.m.   TaHaZouka 

Park  ~ Norfolk, NE 

 

 2017 Pastoral /Ministerial 

Leadership Assessment 

due to the District Office 

by May 15, 2017. 
 

 NUMB Ride for Hunger 

June 24  - June 28, 2017 

Twenty-Second Annual Circle 

Bicycle Tour of Nebraska 

 

 Fund Balance Reports due 

to the district office by:  

June 30th 

 Send submissions for the newsletter 

to Kathy by the 25th of each month 

to be considered for the next publi-

cation.  We welcome pictures, up-

coming events, and opportunities to 

recognize special moments.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 Some things to consider sharing for 

our monthly newsletter are: 

 Mission tasks that you complete. 

 Fundraisers details and photos. 

 Youth Events 

 “God sightings” 

 Miracles 

 Helpful Suggestions and Advice 

 Needs that others may be able to provide. 

This is one of our communication tools! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 2017 Summer Camp Schedule can be found at the fol-

lowing link:  http://www.campfontanelle.com/

Docs/2017_Fontanelle_Camp_Flier.pdf.  Check it out! 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 

 Next week starts Holy Week. For many 

this is a week of numerous church activities from 

“The Living Last Supper”, to Maundy Thursday 

services, Good Friday services, maybe for some 

Holy Saturday vigils, and finally Easter Sunday 

with Sunrise services, Easter Cantata, crowds at 

services. Not to mention the numerous Easter 

egg hunts both secular and churches. On top of 

this is the continuing Spring weather and the be-

ginning of planting season and for many the end 

of calving season. So much to do and so little 

time. I know that I can be so busy this time of 

year even without planning Easter services, I can 

easily forget to take time each day doing my de-

votions and prayers.  Sometimes I feel that I rush 

through them so that I can get onto other items. 

Yet, Holy Week is a reminder that I and others 

need to slow down and take time to remember 

what God did for each of us. We are reminded 

that even in the darkest times, the light will ex-

tinguish the darkness. Holy Week reminds us the 

journey of Jesus to the cross persecuted by the 

Temple Priests and the Roman government. A 

political conspiracy designed to kill a rebel who 

challenged the status quo and the powerful of 

that time. One who was more concerned about 

those who were marginalized than to seek power 

of his own. I found that the book “The Last Week: 

What the Gospels really teach about Jesus’ last 

days in Jerusalem” by Marcus Borg and John 

Crossan, an insightful book to read on those 7 

days in Jerusalem. Also, three books by Adam 

Hamilton “24 Hours that Changed the world,” 

“Final Words from the Cross,” “The Way: Walking 

in the Footsteps of Jesus.” Another idea during 

the Holy Week would be to read the gospel ac-

counts from all four gospels. Note the differences 

in order and what is included and what is not. We 

start with Jesus entering Jerusalem which we cel-

ebrate on Palm Sunday. Follow Jesus through the 

week to experience the tension of those days 

and to understand the issues that led to his cruci-

fixion. Make this Holy Week a focus as we pre-

pare to move to Easter. 

Also, I want to let the churches know that I 

am wanting information regarding opinions of 

the clusters that were and are active. I would like 

to know what you found helpful and what you 

felt was lacking. You may have heard that I am 

looking at developing “Networks” that can be 

used to help develop ministries. Before I do that, 

I would like to get feedback regarding opinions to 

help develop ideas and vision regarding these 

networks. I would want ideas from laity leader-

ship and clergy. Feel free to contact me by email. 

May this time of year be a special blessing 

for all. 

Rev. Eldon Davis, District Superintendent 

Elkhorn Valley District 



 

 

Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

I was fortunate 

enough to be able to 

partake in some hands 

on training in 

Hutchinson, Kansas 

during the month of 

March. Although 

training has been ef-

fective over the phone 

and on the computer, it really helps to 

be able to see and ask questions face to 

face.   
 

Special attention was given to refresh-

ing learned tasks from the Charge Con-

ference duties (when I first came 

onboard at the Conference), as well as 

learning details of the upcoming expec-

tations and requirements in the months 

to come.  Just as I’m finding my groove, 

things will be changing for all of the 

Administrative Assistants as a new da-

tabase and system is introduced.  As we 

all know, technology is constantly 

changing and we just need to be flexible 

and willing to modify our thoughts and 

practices through the learning process. 
 

I am reviewing files, and I-9 Forms, and 

I have contacted some of you in order 

to make some updates.  I appreciate 

your understanding and cooperative 

nature to ensure that we are up-to-date 

with our records.   
 

In addition, I was given a course on 

Safe Gathering requirements and we 

have some areas that can use some im-

provements to be in compliance with 

Conference regulations.  Each Church 

needs to complete a Safe Gathering poli-

cy that is voted upon and approved.  

You may already have one in place, but 

we do need to have that in the District 

office so we can share it with the Con-

ference as well.  If you happen to have 

an adopted Safe Gatherings policy, 

please mail or email it to me, and I will 

get it sent onto the Conference.  If your 

church(es) do not have an adopted Safe 

Gathering policy, there is a sample/

fillable copy available from the Confer-

ence, which I can send to you to review 

and complete, as you desire.  Either 

way, this is something that is required 

for each church to be in compliance 

with the conference. 
 

One other thing to consider is getting 

your staff and volunteers certified un-

der the Safe Gatherings requirements.  

Please read who should be covered with 

this certification.  This is a valuable tool 

that is in place to help protect our con-

gregations, community and our organi-

zation.  I will attempt to monitor ap-

proaching expiration dates, and send a 

friendly reminder accordingly.  There is 

a page dedicated in this newsletter to 

Safe Gatherings with valuable infor-

mation. 

I am blessed by the arrival of Spring 

and God’s gifts of nature around us to 

enjoy.  Soon the farmers will be in the 

fields and a period of new beginnings 

will be with us for another season. 



 

 

 



 

 

1.  As Jesus rode into Jerusalem (on Palm Sunday), 
what did He say would cry out if His disciples didn’t? 
A.  the stones   B.  the angels 
C.  the earth   D.  the animals 
2.  What was the man carrying who Peter and Jon 
followed to prepare the upper room for Passover? 
A.  a bushel of wheat  B.  a young lamb 
C.  a pitcher of water  D.  a loaf of bread 
3.  What did Jesus give to Judas as a sign that he was 
to betray Him? 
A.  Glass of wine  B.  Bread 
C.  Jar of honey  D.  Bag of coins 
4.  Which of these things did NOT happen at the 
Lord’s Supper? 
A.  The disciples sang a hymn  
B.  Jesus washed the disciples’ feet 
C.  Judas left to betray Jesus 
D. Jesus wept bitterly 
5.  What was the sign that Jesus gave Peter in 
stating that he would deny Him? 
A. the sun would rise 
B.  a rooster would crow twice 
C.  someone would build a fire 
D.  darkness would cover the land 
6.  Where was Jesus when He was arrested? 
A.  The Temple  B.  A garden 
C.  The upper room  D.  A courtyard 
7.  At Jesus’ arrest, who cut off the ear of the high 
priest’s servant? 
A.  John   B.  James 
C.  Peter   D.  Bible doesn’t say 
8.  Who was the chief priest who had Jesus arrest-
ed? 
A.  Caiaphas   B.  Ananias 
C.  Pilate   D.  Caesar 
9.  Which of these people did NOT question Jesus 
after He was arrested? 
A.  Caiaphas   B.  Pontius Pilate 
C.  Herod   D.  Caesar 
10.  On what charge did the Jewish court sentence 
Jesus to death? 
A.  Murder   B.  Blasphemy 
C.  False Witness  D.  Theft 
11.  What was the name of the prisoner the people 
wanted released instead of Jesus? 

A.  Barnabas   B.  Haman 
C.  Barabbas   D.  Shalmaneser 
12.  Who was told to carry Jesus’ cross for Him? 
A.  Joseph of Arimathea B.  John 
C.  Simon the Cyrenian D.  Peter 
 
13.  Where was Jesus crucified? 
A.  The Mount of Olives B.  Golgotha 
C.  Jerusalem   D.  The Hinnom Valley 
14.  Which of these things did NOT happen when 
Jesus died? 
A.  the veil of the temple was torn in two 
B.  an earthquake 
C.  many saints were raised from the dead 
D.  the moon turned blood red 
15.  What happened when a soldier pierced Jesus’ 
crucified body? 
A.  blood flowed out         B.  water flowed out 
C.  blood & water flowed out  D.  nothing flowed out 
16.  Who owned the tomb where Jesus was buried? 
A.  Joseph of Arimathea 
B.  Simon the Cyrenian 
C.  Nicodemus 
D.  Mary Magdalene 
17.  What were the soldiers told to say regarding the 
missing body of Jesus? 
A.  His body fell into a crevice created by the earth-
quake 
B.  His mother moved the body to a different tomb 
C.  His disciples stole the body at night 
D.  He wasn’t really dead – just unconscious 
18.  On what day of the week was Jesus first seen 
after His resurrection? 
A.  Friday   B.  Saturday 
C.  Sunday   D.  Monday 
19.  To whom did Jesus first appear after His resur-
rection? 
A.  Mary Magdalene  B.  His mother Mary 
C.  Peter   D.  Matthew 
20.  Which disciple said he would not believe Jesus 
had risen unless he could see the nail marks in his 
hands? 
A.  Andrew   B.  James 
C. Peter   D. Thomas 
Answers can be found at www.BibleStudyMen.com 

EASTER BIBLE TRIVIA QUIZ        (FOUND IN THE SOUTH SIOUX CITY UMC APRIL NEWSLETTER) 

http://www.Bible


 

 

        ELKHORN VALLEY DISTRICT 

Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training at Norfolk First United Methodist Church 

“Polity, Practice, and the Mission of the UMc” 

 Led by Carol Jean Stapleton, District Lay Servant Ministry Director 

                           Saturday, April 22, 2017 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
      

NO REGISTRATION FEE 
BUT - Participants order their own book, read ahead of time and do the homework assigned before class credit is given.  

Order “The Method of our Mission” book by Laceye C. Warner. 

Available online order from: http://bookstore.upperroom.org  Item #AB717. 978-1-42676-717-3 

Other options: http://Cokesbury.com ISBN# 9781426767173 or http://amazon.com (same ISBN) 
For Saturday lunch, we will order out, or bring a sack lunch. 

Homework:  After reading the class text, write a 200 word essay with the title, “Why I’m glad to be a United Methodist.” 

Bring your essay to class to share. 

 

Place: Norfolk First UMC, 406 W. Philip Ave., Norfolk, NE.   

Time: Saturday, April 22 – 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (CT) 

Please send the form below to: Carol Jean Stapleton, 405 Summit Dr., P. O. Box 265, Allen, NE 68710 

Direct questions to: Carol Jean Stapleton, 402-635-2226 or cjsjoy@nntc.net 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

 “transforMing evangelisM” 
Led by Pastor Judy Carlson 

NO REGISTRATION FEE 
 

Participants order their own materials and pay for the cost of the meal at the class. 

Order “Transforming Evangelism” by Henry H. Knight III & F. Douglas Powe, Jr. available from Cokesbury  

ISBN 978-0-8817-7485-6.  The cost is $9.80. (It is also available at Amazon with quicker delivery for $14) 

Please bring money to cover Saturday lunch. 

Bring completed assignment. – 1. Read the entire book, “Transforming Evangelism”.  2.  Answer the following questions. 

The answers should be written out and brought to class: Chapter 1, page 18, #3; Chapter 2, page 28, #3; Chapter 3, page 

46, #1 & 2; Chapter 4, page 54, #2; Chapter 5, page 76, #3 & 4; Chapter 6, page 86, #1 & 3; Chapter 7, page 102, #4.  Re-

member the answers you provide to these questions must be written/typed.  3.  Make a list what your church has done 

for evangelism. This should include those things that worked and those that didn’t. Visit with members that have been 

in the church a long time. Ask them how evangelism was done several years ago. Visit with the younger members. Ask 

them how they would like to see evangelism done. 

 

Please send the completed registration form below to: Pastor Judy Carlson, PO Box 237, Wausa, NE 68786 

       Email – jcarlson@greatplainsumc.org      Direct questions to: Pastor Judy Carlson, 402-640-4584 

 

Place: Norfolk First UMC, 406 W. Philip Ave., Norfolk, NE.   

Time: Saturday, April 22 – 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (CT) 

http://bookstore.upperroom.org
http://Cokesbury.com


 

 

 A Series of Lectures by TEX SAMPLE 

 

 
THE RAGE OF THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE: 

WHERE DO WE GO NOW? 

 For 40 years political and economic elites have passed legislation and policy 

that benefited the rich and lead to the devastation of the bottom half of the class structure in 

the United States. This domination by political and economic elites has severely affected the 

people of Kansas and Nebraska. These lectures by Tex Sample will describe some of these 

elites and characterize their political and economic position. He will also examine who the for-

gotten people are: what happened to them? What is their basic demographic profile, and their 

typical points of view?  

The lectures will then turn to the question of the future. Where do we go from here, what are 

some of the most promising directions for social change that can correct current trends and 

lead toward justice. Sample, will be working with a visual presentation of these findings and 

will provide all participants with a copy of it.  

Preparation for the lectures can be done by reading Sample’s 2016 book, A Christian Justice 

for the Common Good. The lectures will presume this book and will not replicate it.  

APRIL 19-20, 2017 

St. Mark’s UMC 

8550 Pioneers Blvd 

Lincoln, NE 

Sponsored by GPARCS 

(Great Plains Association of 

Retired & Spouses) 

Clergy and Spouses) 

Schedule; Wednesday, April 19 

9:00 ARMS Spring Meeting 

12:00  ARMS Lunch 

1:00 1st Lecture:  Tex Sample 

4:00 Adjourn 

5:00 Dinner on your own 

 Schedule:  Thursday, April 20 

9:00 2nd Lecture:  Tex Sample 

12:00 Adjourn—Lunch on your own. 

1:00 GPARCS Spring Meeting 

This Event is Graciously Underwritten by 

The Kansas Area United Methodist Foundation,  

The Nebraska United Methodist Foundation and 

ARMS (Association of Retired Ministers and Spouses—Nebraska) 



 

 

 
Words of thanks go out to all of the individuals who donated to-

wards the purchase of the 9 SQUARE IN THE AIR® game that 

will now be available at the district office to check out and use for 

Church activities in our District.   Together, we DO make a differ-

ence.   If you are interested in checking out the game, please con-

tact the District Office so that arrangements can be made accord-

ingly.  What a great opportunity to have avail-

able for our churches in the district.  A huge 

thank you is extended to Rhonda Surface and 

Jeff Shabram for all of their long hours of 

work to make this fun game available & will 

be memorable for so many of our youth.  

Praise God for making this happen.   

If God had a refrigerator, your pic-
ture would be on it.  If he had a wal-
let, your photo would be in it.  He 
sends you flowers every spring and 
a sunrise every morning.  Whenever you want to talk, he’ll 
listen.  He can live anywhere in the universe, and he chose 
your heart … Face it, friend.  He’s crazy about YOU!!    

(From a recent daily devotional). 

The devastation of the 

Western Kansas fires has 

clinched a high toll for 

many of our Kansas 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  Thank you for 

your prayers and mone-

tary support to assist 

these good people in rebuilding their lives.  Needs contin-

ue so if you would still like to make a donation, you may 

do so by sending your gift to the Topeka Office with 

“975” in the memo line of your check; or you may mail 

your check to the District Office and we will forward your 

gift.  Please continue your thoughtful prayers that re-

sources will be directed according to need.  May our 

prayers and generosity bring individuals to feel our love 

and support through Him.  Continue to watch the Great 

Plains website for updates.  Blessings. 



 

 

2017 Elkhorn Valley District UMC "Midnight Madness" Youth Lock-In  
 
The 7th annual Elkhorn Valley District UMC 
"Midnight Madness" Youth Lock-in was held 
at the Wayne State College Rec Center in 
Wayne, Nebraska, on March 31-April 1 from 
10:00 p.m. on Friday to 7:00 a.m. on Satur-
day.  The Elkhorn Valley District Youth Min-
istry Action Team hosted the Lock-in and 
the theme this year was "Lock-in to Fight 

Hunger".  A total of 116 people, 99 youth and 17 adults, gathered together from across the District for a great night of 
fellowship and fun.  Churches represented at the Lock-in were from Bloomfield, Madison Trinity, Norfolk Westridge, 
Norfolk First, Orchard, Ewing, Page, Osmond, South Sioux City, Springview, Tilden, Verdigre and Wausa.  
 
No registration fees were charged this year for the Lock-in as Elkhorn Valley District Mission Shares covered the cost of 
the WSC Rec Center rental fee and most of the food.  Instead, every person attending was asked to bring one canned or 
boxed food item.  At the end of the night, the food was divided up and given back to eight of the churches at the Lock-in 
to share with their church or community food pantries.   
 
The night started out with a group icebreaker, announcements, and prayer.  Afterwards, everyone could choose the ac-
tivity they wished to be involved in which included basketball, dodgeball, volleyball, racquetball, GaGa ball, and 9 Square 
in the Air.  Board games, card games and other table activities were also available in the upper lobby area.  Food and 
drinks were available throughout the night and a variety of snacks, bars, cookies, fruit, cheese, vegetables, crackers, 
chips, sandwiches, pop, water, Gatorade and four gallons of chocolate milk were served.  

 
At 11:30 p.m., the members of the Youth Ministry Action Team led everyone in praise and worship.  Pastor Rodgers 
Chishiba from Osmond-Pierce was the guest speaker and gave a very meaningful message. 
 
During the night, basketball and dodgeball tournaments were held. 
 
The GaGa ball pit was full from the time it was set up until the time it was taken 
down and the 9 Square in the Air game was busy throughout the night too.   
 
At 6:30 a.m., everyone gathered back together for a short closing, announcement 
of door prize winners and prayer before packing up and saying their goodbyes.  
Although many were tired as they walked out the door, new relationships and 
great memories were made after a full night of fellowship, food and fun! 



 

 

 

WSC Lock-In, March 31  - April 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Plains Conference Board of Pensions and Health Benefits and the United Methodist Health Minis-
try Fund would like to invite you and your spouse to a Ready to Retire Seminar at the Salina Trinity United 
Methodist Church on May 1st and 2nd in Salina, KS if you anticipate retiring in the next one to five years. 

 We will have speakers talk about the following: 

 pension plans and pension projections 

 Social Security 

 Medicare 

 OneExchange 

 clergy wellness 

I have attached a brochure with all the details.  The Health Fund will cover the cost of your Monday night 
stay at Comfort Suites.  Breakfast will be provided at no cost to you. The Monday evening meal and Tuesday 
lunch meals are compliments of the Great Plains Conference Board of Pensions. 

You may register online at www.greatplainsumc.org/ReadytoRetire  

I hope to see many of you at the seminar in Salina. 

Blessings, 

Carol Jackson Taylor 
Assistant Benefits Officer 

Vital Signs entry is now a weekly require-

ment of the Conference for each Church to 

enter your statistical information.  In review 

of stats entered:  “thanks” to those that are 

entering the weekly stats.  By completing the recent review of 

the submission of the stats entry, we did identify that some of the 

email addresses which the reminders were going to were not up-

to-date.  If  you desire to have a different email address listed for 

the weekly reminder, please let Kathy now as soon as possible.   

www.greatplainsumc.org/ReadytoRetire%20


 

 

The Albion and Loretto United Methodist Churches are seeking 
applications for the position of Administrative Assistant for their 
office.  This is a part-time position.  A position description is availa-
ble by contacting Pastor Janet Burgel at alloumc@frontiernet.net 
or by stopping by the office during office hours (8:00 am – noon; 
Monday-Friday).  Starting base wage is negotiable and adjusted 
according to education and experience.  Applications may be 
made by submitting a resume and filling out an application form at 
the Albion United Methodist Church located at 605 W. Marengo 
St.; Albion, NE 68620.  The application deadline is  April 10, 2017. 

Making blanket sleeping bags for Bright Horizons 
at Norfolk First United Methodist church.  Donna 

Rector, (left) Shirley Staver (middle),  Mary 
Wakeley (right). 

A note from Pastor Dan Dempsey:   We are 

scheduling a Mission Sunday event, which is open 

to the public on April 9th (Palm Sunday) at the 

Newman Grove UMC.  The program will feature 

information regarding their recent mission trip to 

Santa Cruz de Yojoa, Hondu-

ras.  In addition, hopes of 

setting up pre-mission meetings afterwards to 

discuss next year’s mission trip opportunities to 

Honduras January 8  - 19, 2018 & Zambia  Jan-

uary 23  - February 13, 2018.  All are invited to 

participate in the presentation on April 9th.   

mailto:alloumc@frontiernet.net


 

 

Fund Balance Report Information 
Due to the District Office by June 30, 2017 

 

Per the Great Plains Plan of Organization (approved August 2013): 

Every local church, at a minimum, shall conduct an audit as defined and described in the Local Church Au-
dit Guide published by the General Council on Finance and Administration and available at www.gcfa.org/
forms. 

For churches with total annual revenue greater than $500,000, it is highly recommended that an inde-
pendent audit  by a certified public accountant (CPA) be performed annually.  At a minimum, such an au-
dit shall be performed at least once every three years; in the intervening years, a review performed by a 
CPA is sufficient. 

For churches with total annual revenue greater than $1,000,000, an independent audit performed by a 
certified public accountant (CPA) shall be performed annually. 

1.  Every local church, including those contracting with a CPA, shall complete the Fund Balance Report after 
the end of the fiscal year and following the audit/review.  Churches contracting with a CPA shall also sub-
mit a copy of the audit/review. 

2.  The audit/review is to be completed by an independent (not subject to control or influence by anyone 
who has responsibility for the financial accounts and records of the church) and qualified (having some ex-
perience with accounting principles) source.  The person(s) may or may not be CPA(s), depending on the 
requirements above.  The person shall not be the financial secretary or treasurer. 

3.  All separate bank accounts (i.e., checking, savings, CDs, money markets, investments) maintained by a 
group using the same tax identification number as the church (such as youth, trustees, missions, UMW, Boy 
Scouts) shall be included in the audit/review and on this report. 

4.  For the necessary steps in the process, refer to the Local Church Audit Guide available at www.gcfa.org/
forms  or  www.greatplainsumc.org/churchtreasurerresources. 

5.  In completing the form, note that: 

>  beginning balances for this report should be the same as ending balances from previous report. 

>  transfers in column (d) are amounts moved from one fund into another fund, so the total at bot-
tom should be $0. 

> negative amounts in columns (c) and (d) require a negative sign [-] immediately in front of the 
number, e.g., -12. 

>  figures in column (e) should tie to ending balances in general ledger. 

> if using the Excel spreadsheet, balances on right and totals at bottom will calculate automatically 
as long as you do not delete the formulas! 

> exceptions and recommendations are to be noted on page 2/back. 

> the form is to be signed and dated on page 2/back by the auditor or auditing committee. 

6.  The report shall be filed in the church and submitted to the district office by the deadline. 



 

 

 

Safe Gatherings 
 
 

 

 

Safe Gatherings is a biblically-based boundary awareness and abuse prevention 
program developed to certify volunteer workers, staff and clergy, enabling them 
to work with children, youth and vulnerable adults. The annual conference pro-
gram applies to all conference and district events, as well as all local church 
events and activities. By completing this certification program, individuals are 
authorized to work with children, youth and vulnerable adults in any church-
related setting. 

All individuals in the Great Plains Conference renewing or completing first-time 
certification will complete their education and certification process online. 

Once registered with the online learning system, applicants are encouraged to 
complete the online training process for certification in 30 days. Training may 
be completed anytime, anywhere using the online system. Applicants may com-
plete the training modules at their own pace and request reference letters elec-
tronically. Lay and clergy references are required as part of the certification 
process. This includes paid or unpaid staff, lay or clergy, who have direct contact 

with children, youth and/or developmentally disabled adults.  State and national 
background checks are completed for each applicant. A Spanish language ver-
sion is available. Allow 30 days for certification. Individuals can log on at any 
time to check on the status of their application. 

The cost is $35 for state and national background checks. Applicants are re-
sponsible for making a secure online payment to cover the cost of their back-
ground check. Some local churches have opted to cover this expense for people 
associated with their congregation. If your local church is covering these ex-
penses, that will be indicated as you complete the online application process. 

Like Safe Gatherings on Facebook to stay up to date on the latest legislation, tips 
and other information about how to keep people safe and prevent abuse. 

CONACT safegatherings@greatplainsumc.org or 800-745-2350 for more in-

formation or with questions about the program. 

MAKE SURE YOU & YOUR 

STAFF ARE CERTIFIED. 

https://www.facebook.com/SafeGatherings
mailto:SafeGatherings@GreatPlainsUMC.org


 

 

 2017 Great Plains UM Cowboy Trail Bike Ride or Walk  

-a fun outing for all men, women and children wanting to help others-  

16th Annual Ride or Walk for the Mission Projects* of, and sponsored 
by the Great Plains   

 

BIKERS: May 27 Norfolk, Nebraska  -  Breakfast @ 7:00 a.m., then main departure by 8:00 a.m. ~ later starts 

are ok for short rides.  (Lunch on return from the ride).  WALKERS: May 27 Saturday 7:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m.  

Checkin and walk from Norfolk, Battle Creek, Meadow Grove, Tilden; or walk/ride in your own 

hometown ~ wherever you so choose! 

Missions of the United Methodist Men that 

will be supported by your donations:  

Upper Room Prayer Line, Society of St. An-

drew (hunger relief in America), Stop Hun-

ger Now (worldwide hunger relief), Imagine No Malaria (mosquito nets for Af-

rica), disaster response, camping ministry, jail ministry, youth ministry, and 

scholarships for Christian service.  

Donations should be made payable to “Great Plains United Methodist Men” 

and sent to Rocky Plettner, Registrar, Great Plains UMMen, 4070 E 24th Ave-

nue, Columbus, NE 68601, cell-402-640-4590, rg1plett@gmail.com  

To register to ride or to walk, contact Rocky (see his info above) or print the 

registration document attached to the Great Plains Event Calendar for May 27 

shown at www.greatplainsumc.org/events  

 There is no registration cost for walkers. T-shirts are $15.00 each.  

 Registration for a biking family is $25.00 which includes one t-shirt; addition-

al t-shirts are $15.00 each if desired.  

 To ensure getting a t-shirt, please register by May 17.  

 Breakfast and check in at Norfolk is at 7:00 AM. Ride begins at 8:00 AM.  

 Rest stops with snacks at Battle Creek and Meadow Grove, lunch back at 

Norfolk.  

ENJOY the fresh air, good exercise, tasty food and good fellowship.  

HOPE you choose to be involved by walking, riding or donating. God bless.  



 

 

The 2017 United Methodist Annual Conference  
Session will take place June 7-10, located at the 
Heartland Event Center in Grand Island, Nebraska 
(700 E Stolley Park Rd.). 
 
It is encouraged that lodging arrangements are 
made as soon as you know you are able to attend. 
While we do have many hotel rooms set aside for 
this event there are other events going on in Grand 
Island at the same time. We are communicating the 
lodging list early so you can make reservations early. 
 
The annual conference session planning team has 
announced that this year’s session will be short-
ened slightly, with the event still running June 7-
10 in Grand Island, Nebraska, but with the event not 
starting until approximately 7 p.m. Wednesday in-
stead of the usual morning sessions for clergy and 
laity.  Adjournment is anticipated by noon,  
Saturday, June 10.  
 

For more information, 

please visit, http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/

annualconference for 

more complete information 

on lodging and more       

details. 


