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Please review that you have 

these five things completed and 

marked off of your “to-do list”.  

Several Churches are still not 

in compliance with these re-

quirements.  Let’s get these 

things done by the end of Au-

gust so we can enter Charge 

Conference without trying to 

get caught up. 

 

√ Safe Gathering Policy  

√  Pastoral Continuing Educa-

tion Form 

√  Educational Degree Infor-

mation  

√  Church Incorporation     

Status 

√  Fund Balance Report 

Fall Pastoral Update Meeting 

Saturday, August 19th ~ 
Creighton  9:30 am. till Noon   

Bev Hieb will sponsor, serving coffee & rolls.  The 
meeting will be over at noon, so lunch is on your 

own. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Good educational note of information:  Question:  

If a non-Methodist person is working with your 

church children or challenged adults, do they need 

to be “Safe Gatherings” certified?  Per Rev. Davis, 

“Yes”.  To protect your church and your congrega-

tion, these volunteers should be certified through 

the Safe Gather-

ings training 

and background 

checks. 

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 

 From the District Superintendent: August 2017 

 This is the first time that I am writing for many differing 

venues. I am writing for both newsletters for the Elkhorn Valley 

and the Great West. I will be putting this article on the Facebook 

page for the Elkhorn Valley District and on my blog at 

reveldon.blogspot.com. This is appearing in the August news-

letters. August is that time of year of the summer activities begin-

ning to wind down, schools beginning classes, and the last-minute 

trips for families. It is also a time for churches to begin their prep-

arations for the fall. As a pastor, I often looked forward as we be-

gan the process of planning worship, ministries, small groups, and 

classes for the upcoming year. It is also a time to begin to work on 

areas of budget, lay leadership, and preparing the leadership of 

the churches. I want to remind all churches that now is the time to 

begin to work on budgets for next year and to look at the struc-

ture of the committees or teams prior to charge conferences 

which are just around the corner. The key is to begin now and not 

procrastinate to the last minute. 

 I wanted to share with you some thoughts that I have 

had regarding church and what it is and what it is not. I had read 

on Facebook (I’m sorry that I did not note it when I read it) an 

article written by a younger pastor that was titled, “Why going to 

church is not important.” Initially I thought that this would yet 

another article about how to reach the millennials through social 

media, streaming videos, and other devices to encourage the indi-

vidualistic experience of worship. Normally I would pass this type 

of article which is often a diatribe about how church is failing, but 

instead I thought I would read fully prepared to be apologetic 

quoting Hebrews 10:25, “Don’t stop meeting together with other 

believers, which some people have gotten into the habit of doing. 

Instead, encourage each other, especially as you see the day 

drawing near. (CEB)” I wanted to point the importance of meeting 

together and in the encouragement and sharing with one another. 

Just as I was ready to comment, the author turned the idea upside 

down. He said in effect that going to church was not important as 

he realized he is the church. What a concept that a change of 

proposition would make in the outlook of what church is. It is not 

that we go to church but we are the church. That famous camp 

song, “I am the church/You are the church/ We are the church 

together.” 

 I thought about what that may mean if we would focus 

more on what the author of Hebrews stated, “encourage each 

other,” rather than going to something as if something is being 

done to and for us. What if we could take seriously what Paul says 

in Romans 12 and most succinctly in 1 Corinthians 12, that we are 

the body of Christ each of us bestowed with our unique gifts to be 

used to make disciples of Jesus. Church than becomes both a 

gathering of fellow believers (ecclesia) and encouraging, equip-

ping, and evangelizing (koinonia). Rather than pursuing the indi-

vidualistic fervor of church, much like the televangelists, we need 

to recognize the importance of what church is and what it offers. 

Church is more than the pastor, the musicians, the media, the 

PowerPoint it is about we together. Church works best when we 

consider that each of us is the church and we become the church 

when we work together. When we can do this, be the 1 Corinthi-

ans 12 Christians, the church is able to do so much more. If we 

spend time just looking at church as to what is in it for me, the 

church fails. We need to work together to provide a means to 

evangelize and make disciples. 

 Therefore, the conference is in the process of developing 

network teams to provide resources to help strengthen the 

churches in their networks. The teams will consist of a lay network 

leader and a clergy network leader who will be trained to work 

with a network of churches. Each church’s team would include the 

lay leader and the clergy, who will work with the network leaders 

in ways to become more vital in their ministries with the partner-

ship of clergy and lay leadership. For the Great West, these teams 

have been in place. We will be working on continuing to build the 

teams. For Elkhorn Valley, this will be something new (in reality it 

is something old, class meetings, societies, and bands.) The lead-

ers for clergy have been asked and the training will be in August. I 

am looking forward to this exciting partnership to help build the 

body of Christ for the purpose of making disciples of Jesus to 

transform the world. 

Until next time, blessings 

Rev. Eldon Davis, District Superintendent of Elkhorn Valley and 

Great West Districts.     
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Rev. Davis will be on leave the    

entire month of September, 2017.  

District Superintendent, Cindy 

Karges will be covering the 

Elkhorn Valley District while Rev. 

Davis is on leave.  

√ Safe Gathering Policy  

√  Pastoral Continuing Education Form 

√  Educational Degree Information  

√  Church Incorporation Status 

√   Fund Balance Report 

 

Most churches are still needing to be in compliance with the completion of a Safe Gathering Policy for 

EACH church.  (I have only received 9 out of 61 churches).  It’s as easy as filling in a fillable form, which 

Kathy can provide for you.  This is required by the conference.  To make the form legal, Church Council 

must approve it and then add at least one signature and date.  Submit the form to Kathy so she can provide 

the Conference a copy and retain a copy in each Church’s permanent file. 

 

If you have any question whether you have returned your all of these forms or not, please contact Kathy.  She 

will be sending out email reminders by August 15 to each Pastor/Church  that is missing any of these items on 

the “to-do list” so we can go into Charge Conference season with all previous requirements accomplished. 

 

A new task that was put on Kathy’s research list is to monitor all Churches of our District incorporation cur-

rent status.  I did this in the month of July and I sent emails to all pastors that their incorporation status fell 

into inactive or have no incorporation status listed with the Nebraska Secretary of State.  If a Church has no 

incorporation status, the local church is at great risk for any hefty lawsuit that could bankrupt a Church.  If a 

church is not incorporated, the conference cannot do anything to offer additional protection.  If you receive 

an email from Kathy regarding an inactive status, please take it seriously and do the steps necessary to make 

the church incorporation active.   

 

If a Church does become inactive, or is not incorporated, and Kathy has notified the pastor/church, each pas-

tor/church MUST contact the Nebraska Secretary of State independently because renewal is on a case by case 

basis depending upon length of time inactive, etc.  Kathy can provide more information to each Church if 

Kathy contacts you.  Please do not ignore the email communications. 
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Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 
 I am including a de-

tailed Nebraska map in 

our monthly newsletter 

because, even though I 

have been blessed with 

seeing many parts of the 

Country, and a little bit of 

Canada, I obviously need 

to learn more about the 

geographical set up of Nebraska.  With some 

new appointments to our District, and even one 

new appointment from Colorado, I though it 

would be a great time to share the detailed 

map of Nebraska in this monthly addition of 

our Newsletter.   Rev. Davis is covering more 

geographical area in his duties, and I wanted 

to share the map with all of us. 

 We are not quite ready for Charge Con-

ference, but preliminary forms have been sent 

out to all Administrative Assistant’s as we 

gear up for a busy and active Charge Confer-

ence season this fall.  These forms are not yet 

available online, but I will contact you as soon 

as they are released.   

 This month I would like to draw atten-

tion to getting all past-due requirements taken 

care of and moved off of the desk in order to 

rev up for the new Charge Conference.  I will 

be double checking received reports and will 

contact pastors and/or churches as to items 

still not submitted.  Communication is key, so 

if you have any questions at all, please let me 

know.  Some forms are retained for the life of 

the Church, such as fund balance reports; 

some are shared with the conference and oth-

ers are retained for a period of years.  Either 

way, if I send you an email, please understand 

that it is important.  I appreciate the coopera-

tion, and that makes our team run much easier. 

 A special thank you is extended to  Rev. 

Davis and all the super people of our District 

which allowed me the flexibility in July to 

watch my 2-year old grandson.  His daycare 

provider took a week of vacation, and I, and 

his great grandmother were his fill in provid-

ers that week.  The time was so fulfilling, but 

I kind of felt like I needed a vacation after 

my vacation was completed.  I guess I’m not 20 

years old anymore.  It took about a 1/2 day to 

get caught up, after returning to work, but 

things were completed quickly.   

 I will not be taking anymore time off 

this year until September 27 and September 

28.  I will be out of the office both days.  Also 

remember, Rev. Davis will be out of the office 

the entire month of September.  Please feel 

free to email me your non-urgent needs and I 

will attend to your requests, as I can from my 

phone, and entirely when I return.  Any urgent 

needs may be directed to Cindy Karges, Gate-

way District Superintendent.  Please take note 

of her phone number as, 308-234-3098. Her 

email address is:                                         

gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org.   

 Thank you God for the rain!  Welcome 

back Jamison UMC  to the Great Plains Con-

ference & all new appointments. 

Blessings to all.   

     Kathy 
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The first “Connect Events,” designed to help the youth of the Great Plains 
Conference connect with others, with God and with nature in our camps, 
have been scheduled for August. 
  
Shane Hinderliter, conference youth ministry coordinator, said Camp Fon-
tanelle has had a similar event for two years and Camp Comeca had its first 
gathering last year, but this is the first time for this many camps. 
  
The day, Hinderliter said, will include worship, fellowship and fun camp ac-
tivities. Opening and closing worship will be planned by the local district 
councils on youth ministries. All events begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 
5:30 p.m. Registration is $20 per person and includes all activities, lunch 
and dinner.  
  

The Connect Events scheduled are: 

 Aug. 19, Camp Comeca (Gateway, Great West, Hays and Prairie Rivers districts) Ac-

tivities include swimming, waterfront activities, prairie surfing and a rock wall. 

 
 

 Aug. 19, Camp Fontanelle (Blue River, Elkhorn Valley, and Missouri River Districts) 

Activities include laser tag, zip line, jumping pillows and a petting barn. 
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The Great Plains Mercy 

& Justice Team invites 

congregations or groups 

within our congregations 

to address issues of so-

cial justice. In the pre-

amble to the 2012-2016 

Social Principles, it 

states: “Grateful for 

God’s forgiving love, in which we live and by which we are judged, 

and affirming our belief in the inestimable worth of each individ-

ual, we renew our commitment to become faithful witnesses to 

the gospel, not alone to the ends of earth, but also to the depths of 

our common life and work.” 

  

If your congregation is exploring an outreach ministry looking at 

changes in unjust systems and some seed money would be helpful 

in getting the project off the ground, small grants of up to $1,000 

are available. 

  

The ministry project a congregation wants to get involved in has 

to address an issue that is part of our Social Principles and ad-

dresses social justice advocacy besides other action and educa-

tion. The project must address root causes of injustice and not 

just the alleviation of symptoms of injustice. Deadline for applica-

tions is Sept. 30. 

 

(I was asked to share this information in our newsletter) 
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 August 1 ~ August 5th:    Great West 

 District  (Pastoral Consultations) 

 August 11 ~ August 17:  Extended  

 Cabinet Family Retreat 

 August 19th:  ~ Pastoral Update in 

 Creighton 

 August 29th: ~ Eldon out of the office 

 all day. 

 Eldon will be on leave the ENTIRE 

 MONTH of September, please  

        Contact Kathy or Cindy Karges,  

        Gateway DS for assistance to honor 

        Eldon’s well-earned time off. 

Back-to-School Blessing 

by the Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton 

Bless my paper and my pen. 

Guide my spirit deep within. 

Help me think and help me play, 

This whole school year, day by day. 

As I move from class to class, 

Guide my footsteps; clear my path. 

Keep my tongue to speak your words. 

Let your will for me be heard. 

In every subject high or low, 

May God's excellence be shown! 

Keep me strong to reach the prize, 

To grow in grace, becoming wise. 

Whether far from home or near, 

May I hold God's precepts dear. 

To do my best at every task; 

For this blessing, I do ask. 

Help my family be a part 

As I lift my mind and heart. 

As I study, work, and pray, 

Be with them throughout the day. 

Of whom much is given, much is re-

quired. 

May learning be your greatest desire! 
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I specifically wanted to share this scripture this month as we have all seen the need for relief 

of the heat and the desire for rains for the crops of our communities.  This particular scrip-

ture came up in a recent day’s devotion and I wanted to share a personal story.  I could be 

wrong with the year, but I thought it was the summer of 1988.  I recall going outside and 

begging for rain for the crops.  It didn’t rain for months, but I still continued to pray for rain.  

Rain really didn’t come (at least when we thought we needed it the most), however, I re-

member we gathered a bumper crop that year.  I recently shared this story with my mother-

in-law and she chuckled.  That’s the year the my father-in-law was grumpy because he had to 

empty the corn wagon before he even got to the end of the row due to so much corn.  I did-

n’t remember that part, but my reason in sharing this story is that even though we prayed for 

what we thought we needed ~ rain … God still granted us the abundance of an overflowing 

harvest.  The conversation at the morning coffee gatherings shared stories of disbelief and 

how those roots must have dug down deep and found the underground springs for their wa-

ter source.  I continue to trust and thank God for supplying all of our needs, even if it’s not 

in the measure that was thought to be needed.  God is good all the time! 
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Co e   togethe    with   issio ded 

people to discuss co ect g with you
neighbors      disaste    response
e otio l  d  sp itu l  c e   sp itu l 
g owth      ss o    se g   c oss 
cultu lly with g ce  ND MO E! 

www. cj c. c d y 

 

http://www.scjumc.org/mission/academy
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Jamison UMC 

Contact Information 

Phone:  605-775-2057 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 196, Burke, SD 57523-0196 

Physical Address:  29729 SD Hwy 147, Newport, NE 68759 

We welcome the great congregation of the Jamison 

United Methodist Church back to the Great Plains 

Conference and Elkhorn Valley District.  Due to it’s 

geographical location, the Church and their needs 

had been monitored and covered by the Dakota’s 

Great Plains Conference.  It has now been decided 

that they really do belong to us and we are happy to 

welcome them back onto our team of servants for 

the Lord. 
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