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Great Plains Annual Conference     406 W. Phillip Ave, Ste. 301 

United Methodist Church       Norfolk, NE 68701 

elkhornvalley@greatplainsumc.org     Fax:  402-371-8573 

Office Hours Monday ~ Friday 8 a.m.  - Noon & 1 p.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Rev. Eldon Davis, District Superintendent 
Kathy Hoesing, Administrative Assistant 

March 2017 

 

 

 

Watch for these              
important dates: 

 
 

 

March 31  - April 1,  Mid-
night Madness Youth 

Lock-In,  Wayne State College 
Rec.    Center 

Cowboy Trail Bike Ride/
Walk for UMM Missions                               

May 27, 2017  7 a.m.  -   3 p.m.   
TaHaZouka Park  ~ Norfolk, NE 

 

June 7  - June 10, 2017  
Annual Conference,                   

Heartland Event Center 
Grand Island, NE 

 

NUMB Ride for Hunger 
June 24  - June 28, 2017 

Twenty-Second Annual Circle 
Bicycle Tour of Nebraska 

 With this being our first monthly 

newsletter with Kathy, we would like 

to invite anyone to send information 

that you would like to share and in-

form others of upcoming events.  

This is our newsletter and it can be a 

resourceful tool. 

          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 It is our plan to have the next month’s newsletter pre-

pared and ready for posting to the Elkhorn Valley District 

Website by the 1st of each month, so please have your 

submissions to Kathy by the 25th of each month to be 

considered for the next publication. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Remember:  it is now required by the conference to sub-

mit vital statistics into the computer each week.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 In addition, those of you who have turned in your fund 

balance report; thank you.  It is not due until June 30, 

2017, however, you should have all of the information by 

now, so when you get it completed, please forward it to 

the district office and you can mark one more thing off of 

your “to do” list.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 No time limit, however, if you have updated Membership 

lists (deceased, inactive, moved), I will update accord-

ingly. 

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

Rev. Eldon Davis’, desk: 

 The season of Lent is upon us. A time of year that we prepare 

ourselves for Holy Week, Good Friday, and Easter morning. In 

the history of the church, it was a time of contemplation and 

a time of catechism as those who were becoming ready for 

their baptism would learn about the doctrines of the church 

and what would be required of them to participate. It was 

also a time for those who had either fallen away from the 

church or had been apostates to be reconciled once again 

with the body of Christ. Lent was that special time to also 

examine ourselves and to lament our estrangement from 

God. 

This Lent I would encourage people to remember their pro-

fession of faith or for those who have yet to profess their 

faith to reflect on their beliefs. If you want to have a closer 

relationship with Jesus, find a church near you and to begin 

your process of loving God and loving neighbor. What would 

that look like? One is to acknowledge that Jesus is Lord and to 

turn ourselves over to him. The church is the embodiment of 

Christ and is open to all. In the United Methodist tradition, 

we make five vows as we become members of the church. 

Prayer: we are called to be a people of prayer. This Lent, 

take time to set aside each day in the spiritual disci-

pline of prayer. Not just to pray for our needs, but 

seek out where God is calling you in ministry. In what 

way are you willing to be used by God? To pray for 

others and for the church. The church, at its best, is 

the body of Christ. To continue to be that requires 

the act of prayer for the Holy Spirit to be our guide. 

Presence: we agree to be present to one another. He-

brews 10:25 reminds us not to stop meeting with 

other believers which can become habitual. But by 

being present we can encourage each other and be 

encouraged. Coming to church is more than just a 

check off that I made it to a worship service. It is the 

opportunity to grow in our relationship with God and 

with one another. Community is important for our 

development. Church at its best can be that support 

for us as well as a means of grace. 

Support: we agree to support the church. Scripture talks 

often about the spiritual discipline of tithing. Lent is a 

reminder of the sacrifice of Jesus for us. One way of 

remembering is in the proportional giving to his 

church. Some have instead of giving up something, 

they have taken what they normally would spend for 

a latte and use that money for some missional pro-

ject that is above their normal giving to the church. 

Service: we are reminded that we are to be in service to 

the world. Jesus states the two most important com-

mandments are to love God and to love our neigh-

bor. Lent can be a time of reaching out to our neigh-

bors, locally, nationally, and throughout the world. 

John Wesley stated that the world was his parish and 

so it should be for us also. This is more than just fi-

nancially supporting ministries but it is a time of go-

ing outside the walls of the sanctuary. It can be 

something as simple as calling a shut-in or visiting 

them, going to the care center or assisted living and 

spending time with the residents, to go to the local 

school to spend time with the children, and/or or-

ganize something in your neighborhood. 

Witness: the last promise which was voted on at Gen-

eral Conference of 2012, was to be a witness to Jesus 

and to your faith. For too long, we have neglected to 

be evangelical to promote the good news of Christ. 

Lent is the time to reflect on whether or not you 

have shared your faith in words and deeds. Lent re-

minds me that what I say and how I live need to be in 

alignment. By professing my love of God, how am I 

living that out. This is the time for that reflection. 

So this Lent, let us journey together. Let this time be a time of 

reflection and action so that the love Jesus has for us can be 

shared with all that we meet. 
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Now that it’s official …    Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

 It has been such a 

blessing to be granted 

this opportunity to meet 

and work with all of the 

personnel of the Elkhorn 

Valley District and 

Great Plains Conference.   

 To let you know a 

little about me.  I am the 

youngest child of five, 

(four girls & 1 boy).  My mother started 

writing a young man sent to Vietnam, and 

when he returned, they continued dating 

and then married.  I hold a lot of respect for 

my step-father for accepting a woman with 

five kids, believing that he could make a bet-

ter life for all of them.  I  live right outside 

of Concord, NE with my father, after my 

mom passed away in 2004.  I have one son, 

Kris & his wife Amanda that live in Cole-

ridge.  They have my only grandchild, Kon-

nor, who will be turning two years old early 

in April.  He is the joy of my life. 

 I have a Business Administration/

Management degree from Wayne State Col-

lege and have worked most of my career in 

long term care, as an Activity Director.  

Prior to coming on board at the GPC, I was 

working as the Front Desk Receptionist at 

the Norfolk Veteran’s Home.   

 In July 2014, I started experiencing 

some hoarseness (although it didn’t hurt), I 

started to pursue a reason why I would be 

experiencing changes in my voice and swal-

lowing efforts.  I traveled down different 

paths until I was finally sent to an ENT 

where she diagnosed, left vocal chord paral-

ysis.  She then sent me for a CAT scan, fol-

lowed by a MRI.  In October 2014 I under-

went a 12-hour surgery for a large brain tu-

mor at the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center.  I was left with complete loss of hear-

ing on the left side, but the Lord saved my 

life for a specific purpose in my days ahead.  

I had numerous surgeries in 2014 & 2015, but 

none in 2016.  I am not 100%, but I am per-

fect in God’s sight.  I continue to struggle 

with my voice and movement of my tongue 

due to the loss of some of my nerves, but I 

am thankful to be alive.  God is good ~ 

Amen! 

 Some of the things that I enjoy is 

learning of past history, and watching mov-

ies based upon actual events.  I usually pro-

claim to be a Husker football fan, but do not 

tend to watch the games, but follow the pro-

gress instead.  I like the challenge of Sudoku 

puzzles and by far, the thing I enjoy the 

most is spending time with Konnor.  It’s 

amazing that since I raised my child, to see 

how the standards of what is acceptable 

practices now and what is not.  Did you 

know that car seats now have an expiration 

date?   

 Family is important to me, as well as 

helping others.  I am a firm believer in shar-

ing smiles and greetings because a person 

never knows what another person is going 

through.  A shared smile may just be what 

someone else was needing; and it’s free to 

give, free to receive.   

 I strive to diligently commit myself to 

the EV District and GPC to do my best.  It is 

a learning process and I’m happy to learn; 

share and if I don’t know an answer, I’ll get 

one.    I look forward to working with all of 

you. Thanks for your patience & kindness. 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” – Jeremiah 29:11 
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        ELKHORN VALLEY DISTRICT 

Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training at Norfolk First United Methodist Church 

“Polity, Practice, and the Mission of the UMc” 

        Led by Carol Jean Stapleton, District Lay Servant Ministry Director 

 

                                     Saturday, April 22, 2017 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

     Theology shapes who we are and how we organize to transform the world.  This class will help participants understand 

United Methodist polity and organization.  Our text book is organized into four main parts – United Methodist beliefs, mission, 

practice and organization.  Come, share, and learn about our United Methodist Church. 

 

NO REGISTRATION FEE 
 

 BUT - Participants order their own book, read ahead of time and do the homework assigned before class credit is giv-

en. 

Order “The Method of our Mission” book by Laceye C. Warner. 

Available online order from: http://bookstore.upperroom.org  Item #AB717. 978-1-42676-717-3 

Other options: http://Cokesbury.com ISBN# 9781426767173 or http://amazon.com (same ISBN) 
For Saturday lunch, we will order out, or bring a sack lunch. 

Homework:  After reading the class text, write a 200 word essay with the title, “Why I’m glad to be a United Methodist.” 

Bring your essay to class to share. 

 

Place: Norfolk First UMC, 406 W. Philip Ave., Norfolk, NE.   

Time: Saturday, April 22 – 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (CT) 

Please send the form below to: Carol Jean Stapleton, 405 Summit Dr., P. O. Box 265, Allen, NE 68710 

Direct questions to: Carol Jean Stapleton, 402-635-2226 or cjsjoy@nntc.net 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please register me for the following class:   ______     United Methodist Polity 

 

Name____________________________________________________  Home Phone_______________ 

 

Mailing Address____________________________  City_________________________  Zip_________________ 

 

Cell Number_____________________  Email address__________________________   Church_________________ 

 

Your Pastor’s signature____________________________________________   Date______________________ 

 
Persons of any denomination may attend this training; however, you must be a member of a United Methodist church to be consecrated as a Lay Servant. 

http://bookstore.upperroom.org
http://Cokesbury.com
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                    ELKHORN VALLEY DISTRICT 

“lay servant advanced coUrse” 
 

Lay Servant Ministries Training at Norfolk First UMC 

 “transforMing evangelisM” 
Led by Pastor Judy Carlson 

 

Saturday, April 22, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

     This course leads participants to learn from John Wesley how to practice relational evangelism. They will discover 

that evangelism involves not only sharing our faith with others but also welcoming people into a community where they can 

grow in faith. 

 

   Note the new format – a one day class!  We can achieve our mandatory class hours if you complete the nec-

essary assignment and bring to class with you.  Please read the text and bring your homework to class with you!   (If 

participants do not bring completed homework to class, no class credit.) 

 

NO REGISTRATION FEE 
 

Participants order their own materials and pay for the cost of the meal at the class. 

Order “Transforming Evangelism” by Henry H. Knight III & F. Douglas Powe, Jr. available from Cokesbury  

ISBN 978-0-8817-7485-6.  The cost is $9.80. (It is also available at Amazon with quicker delivery for $14) 

Please bring money to cover Saturday lunch. 

Bring completed assignment. – 1. Read the entire book, “Transforming Evangelism”.  2.  Answer the following questions. 

The answers should be written out and brought to class: Chapter 1, page 18, #3; Chapter 2, page 28, #3; Chapter 3, 

page 46, #1 & 2; Chapter 4, page 54, #2; Chapter 5, page 76, #3 & 4; Chapter 6, page 86, #1 & 3; Chapter 7, page 102, 

#4.  Remember the answers you provide to these questions must be written/typed.  3.  Make a list what your church 

has done for evangelism. This should include those things that worked and those that didn’t. Visit with members that 

have been in the church a long time. Ask them how evangelism was done several years ago. Visit with the younger 

members. Ask them how they would like to see evangelism done. 

 

Please send the completed registration form below to: Pastor Judy Carlson, PO Box 237, Wausa, NE 68786 

       Email – jcarlson@greatplainsumc.org      Direct questions to: Pastor Judy Carlson, 402-640-4584 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please register me for the following class:   ______  Leading Worship – Norfolk First UMC,  

 

Name____________________________________________________  Home Phone_______________ 

 

Mailing Address____________________________  City_________________________  Zip_________________ 

 

Cell Number_____________________  Email address__________________________   Church_________________ 

 

Your Pastor’s signature____________________________________________   Date______________________ 
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 2017 UMC Elkhorn Valley District  

“MIDNIGHT MADNESS”  

Youth Lock-In for Grades 6th - 12th  

This year’s theme is:  

“LOCK-IN TO FIGHT HUNGER”.  

10:00 p.m. on Friday, March 31, until  

7:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 1st,  

at the Wayne State College Rec Center,  

1100 Main Street, Wayne, Nebraska  

Racquetball, Basketball, GaGa Ball, Nine-Square in the Air, Volleyball,  

Special Guest Speaker, Worship, Prize Drawings, Games, Food, Drinks, & Fun!  

NO REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE CHARGED THIS YEAR! THE ONLY 

COST FOR THE LOCK-IN IS  

ONE CANNED OR BOXED FOOD ITEM (OR MORE,  

IF YOU WISH) FOR EVERY PERSON ATTENDING.  

COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS WILL STILL NEED  

TO BE TURNED IN AT THE LOCK-IN FOR ADMITTANCE.  

BRING A FRIEND AND YOUR ENTHUSIASM!!  

Groups must have a minimum of one adult stay all night for every eight youth that attend.  

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact:  

Rhonda Surface, Bloomfield, (402)373-4281, surfam@gpcom.net  

Jeff Shabram, Orchard, (402)893-3033, jeffshabram@neunified1.org  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING  

YOU AT THE LOCK-IN!! 
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 TO: All Youth, Youth Leaders and Pastors in the Elkhorn Valley District  

FROM: The Elkhorn Valley District Youth Ministry Action Team  

At last year’s “Midnight Madness” Youth 

Lock-in held at the Wayne State College 

Rec Center, a 9 SQUARE IN THE AIR® 

game was brought to the Lock-in by 

Shane Hindeliter, the UMC Great Plains 

Conference Youth Coordinator. The 

game was played the entire night by 

many youth and adults at the Lock-in 

and was a BIG hit. The Conference has 

six of these 9 SQUARE IN THE AIR® 

games that are available to be used by local churches, district youth events, or at camps, and 

they have placed three in Kansas and three in Nebraska. The three games in Nebraska are lo-

cated at the Blue Rivers District Office in Lincoln, Kearney First UMC, and Alliance UMC.  

Because of the travel time and distance it takes to go get and return one of these 9 SQUARE 

IN THE AIR® games from one of the three locations in Nebraska, the Youth Ministry Action 

Team would like to see if there is enough interest to purchase a 9 SQUARE IN THE AIR® game 

for the Elkhorn Valley District. The game would be kept at the District Office in Norfolk and 

could be checked out for church and district events. The cost to purchase the 9 SQUARE IN 

THE AIR® Deluxe Game Set is $837.82, which includes shipping and a $50 non-profit dis-

count. Please see below for information about the game or you can visit the following web-

site for more information, videos and reviews: http://www.9squareintheair.com .  

Would your youth group or church be willing to contribute $25, $50 or ???? towards the pur-

chase of a 9 SQUARE IN THE AIR® game for the Elkhorn Valley District? If so, may we please 

hear from you by March 10th so that we know if we have enough interest to purchase the 

game in time for use at this year’s District Youth Lock-in to be held on March 31-April 1? If 

you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Surface, Bloomfield, at (402)373-4281, sur-

fam@gpcom.net or Jeff Shabram, Orchard, at (402)893-3033, jeffshabram@neunified1.org.  
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Let’s Share:  Together we can make a difference …. 

Fourteen people from Newman Grove & Looking Glass Churches, 

along with eight individuals from Indiana came together for a 

mission journey to Santa Cruz Honduras.  Together, they worked 

to replace a roof on a church & participated in 4 VBS’s.  God also 

provided them with the opportunity to reach out in ministry to 

20 families that currently live in the local landfill, and using the 

trash as their daily resource for needs. 
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Who must be 
certified for 

Safe  

Gatherings? 

All who work with 

children, youth 

and/or develop-

mentally disabled 

adults are required to become certified 

through the Safe Gathering program. 

This includes paid or unpaid staff, lay or 

clergy, who have direct contact with chil-

dren, youth and/or developmentally dis-

abled adults. 

 

The Elkhorn Valley 

District Office will 

be closed Wednes-

day & Thursday, 

March 15th & 

16th.  Kathy will 

still be checking 

emails, so please 

contact the office 

by email during 

these two days.   

This suggestion was shared:  Each 

day of Lent we give up one item 

from our closet that we no longer 

wear or need. Place the items in 

a bag and after 40 days, donate 

the bag to a or church or charity.  

 

 

The Conference & District Office depend heavily upon keeping our 
database of laity contacts phone numbers, email addresses and 
leadership positions up to date.  Many times correspondence is de-
livered per email, as a time and cost saving tool, so it is important 
to keep the District office informed of changes made to the leader-
ship committees.  If email addresses can be included, this is very 
helpful.   Even though laity contacts are a part of the Annual Con-
ference paperwork, if elections are held and positions change 
throughout the year, updating this information would be greatly 
appreciated. 
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The word holy means “to separate”.  The ancestry of the term 

can be traced back to an ancient word which means “to cut.”  

To be holy, then, is to be a cut above the norm, superior, ex-

traordinary…. The Holy One dwells on a a different level from 

the rest of us.  What frightens us does not frighten him.  What 

troubles us does not trouble him .. When you set your sights on 

our God, you focus on one “a cut above” any storm life may 

bring … You find peace. (From a recent devotional reading) 

On a pre-

vious page, 

pictures of 

Newman 

Grove & 

Looking 

Glass 

Churches 

have shared some of their spectacular 

photos from their recent mission trip 

to Santa Cruz Honduras.   

Their next step in their dedicated mis-

sion plans include a return trip to San-

ta Cruz, Honduras January 8th  - Janu-

ary 19th, 2018.  This trip will complete 

work on the Sunday School building 

and four VBS’s.   

In addition, February 13  - February 

23rd will bring them to Zambia, Africa 

where they will be installing solar pow-

er electricity to schools & clinics.  

Bringing lights and power to this needy 

area is a goal of these churches as they 

are working to make a difference.  

Other projects with the schools and 

orphanages in the bush country is also 

on the agenda.   

Please feel free to share photos or in-

formation regarding your mission 

work, outreach, ideas or upcoming 

events.   

The 2017 United 
Methodist Annual 
Conference Ses-
sion will take place 
June 7-10, locat-
ed at the Heart-
land Event Center 
in Grand Island, 
Nebraska (700 E 
Stolley Park Rd.). 

It is encouraged 
that lodging ar-
rangements are 
made as soon as 
you know you are 
able to attend. 

While we do have many hotel rooms set aside for this event 
there are other events going on in Grand Island at the same 
time. We are communicating the lodging list early so you can 
make reservations early. 

The annual conference session planning team has announced 
that this year’s session will be shortened slightly, with the 
event still running June 7-10 in Grand Island, Nebraska, but 
with the event not starting until approximately 7 p.m. 
Wednesday instead of the usual morning sessions for 
clergy and laity.  Adjournment is anticipated by noon,  

Saturday, June 10.  

For more information, please visit, http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference for more 

complete information on lodging and more details. 

Thank you to 
the United 
Methodist 
Women for 

providing and serving coffee, 
rolls & lunch during our  

quarterly pastoral meeting, 
February 23rd.   Delicious!! 
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 2017 Great Plains UM Cowboy Trail Bike Ride or Walk  

-a fun outing for all men, women and children wanting to help others-  

16th Annual Ride or Walk for the Mission Projects* of, and sponsored 
by the Great Plains   

 

BIKERS: May 27 Norfolk, Nebraska  -  Breakfast @ 7:00 a.m., then main departure by 8:00 a.m. ~ later starts 

are ok for short rides.  (Lunch on return from the ride).  WALKERS: May 27 Saturday 7:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m.  

Checkin and walk from Norfolk, Battle Creek, Meadow Grove, Tilden; or walk/ride in your own 

hometown ~ wherever you so choose! 

Missions of the United Methodist Men that 

will be supported by your donations:  

Upper Room Prayer Line, Society of St. An-

drew (hunger relief in America), Stop Hun-

ger Now (worldwide hunger relief), Imagine No Malaria (mosquito nets for Af-

rica), disaster response, camping ministry, jail ministry, youth ministry, and 

scholarships for Christian service.  

Donations should be made payable to “Great Plains United Methodist Men” 

and sent to Rocky Plettner, Registrar, Great Plains UMMen, 4070 E 24th Ave-

nue, Columbus, NE 68601, cell-402-640-4590, rg1plett@gmail.com  

To register to ride or to walk, contact Rocky (see his info above) or print the 

registration document attached to the Great Plains Event Calendar for May 27 

shown at www.greatplainsumc.org/events  

 There is no registration cost for walkers. T-shirts are $15.00 each.  

 Registration for a biking family is $25.00 which includes one t-shirt; addition-

al t-shirts are $15.00 each if desired.  

 To ensure getting a t-shirt, please register by May 17.  

 Breakfast and check in at Norfolk is at 7:00 AM. Ride begins at 8:00 AM.  

 Rest stops with snacks at Battle Creek and Meadow Grove, lunch back at 

Norfolk.  

ENJOY the fresh air, good exercise, tasty food and good fellowship.  

HOPE you choose to be involved by walking, riding or donating. God bless.  


