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Great Plains Annual Conference     406 W. Phillip Ave, Ste. 301 

United Methodist Church       Norfolk, NE 68701 

elkhornvalley@greatplainsumc.org     Fax:  402-371-8573 

Office Hours Monday ~ Friday 8 a.m.  - Noon & 1 p.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Rev. Eldon Davis, District Superintendent 
Kathy Hoesing, Administrative Assistant 

May   2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 2017 Pastoral /Ministerial 

Leadership Assessment 

due to the District Office 

by May 15, 2017. 

 

 Cowboy Trail Bike Ride/

Walk for UMM  

Missions  May 27, 2017            

7 a.m.  -   3 p.m.   TaHaZouka 

Park  ~ Norfolk, NE 
 

 2017 United Methodist   

Annual Conference        

Session June 7  -  June 10, 

Grand Island, NE 

 

 NUMB Ride for Hunger 

June 24  - June 28, 2017 

Twenty-Second Annual Circle 

Bicycle Tour of Nebraska 

 

 Fund Balance Reports due 

to the district office by:  

June 30th 

Send submissions for the newslet-
ter to Kathy by the 25th of each 
month to be considered for the 
next publication.  We welcome 
pictures, upcoming events, and 
opportunities to recognize special 
moments.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thanks to those who I have contacted re-

garding expiring Safe Gatherings certifi-

cation, updated requirements for I-9 

forms, and keeping your church laity 

contact lists up-to-date.  Working together, we are find-

ing a strong working fluidity in achieving our needs.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If your Church’s workman’s comp premiums have 

NOT been paid, please get 

these sent in immediately, 

as they are well past due.  

Also, there are a few 

churches that need to sub-

mit their year end stats.  

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 

 From the District Superintendent’s office: 

 It is hard to believe that May is almost here. 

I know that there are several special occasions in-

cluding Mother’s Day, graduation, winding up of 

school activities which often includes Sunday 

school, and Memorial Day. It is also a time of 

preparation for Annual Conference which this year 

will be in Grand Island at the fairgrounds. I would 

encourage you to read the UM Connect on-line or 

go to the Great Plains web site to hear some of the 

changes that are going to be proposed at Annual 

Conference. If the lay representative and pastor 

have not signed up you will need to do so as soon 

as possible. Also get your reservations as there are 

several other events happening in Grand Island. 

 For information here in the district, we also 

have several changes that I am excited about. One 

of those is the continuing development of leader-

ship both for clergy and laity. I have just started 

reading a book by Simon Sinek, “Start with Why: 

How great leaders inspire everyone to take action. 

2009.” Simon has done talks with TEDX regarding 

the leadership and getting to the purpose and why 

of organizations. From the back of the book, “Any 

person or organization can explain what they do; 

some can explain how they are different or better; 

but few can clearly articulate why. Why is not 

about money or profit—those are results. Why is 

the thing that inspires us and inspires those around 

us.” The text uses examples of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Steve Jobs, and even the Wright brothers 

as examples of those leaders who inspire us to 

think, act, and communicate to inspire others. As I 

said, I have only started reading the book but plan 

to have it done by the time of our quarterly pastor 

meeting. I thought that even though the book is 

business oriented, I see many applications for the 

church. In my visits with churches, most can artic-

ulate what they are doing and how they are doing 

what they do. Sometimes we may struggle as to 

why am I doing what I do. I know that I have 

struggled with the why and not what are the results 

but overall what is the outcome I am looking for. 

What is the purpose of the church and why do we 

do ministry the way we do? Does what we do tie to 

the purpose? 

 I want to share an example from the book 
on page 14. I will paraphrase what was written. 
Apparently, there were a number of automobile car 
executives who travel to Japan to see the assembly 
line of their autos. At the end of the line, the doors 
of the car were placed on the hinges the same as in 
the United States. What was missing, was the 
worker in the US would use a rubber mallet and 
tap the edges of the door to ensure it fit perfectly. 
In Japan, they did not do that. The executives 
asked about this and the response was “We make 
sure it fits when we design it.” In the Japanese fac-
tory, they didn’t examine the problem and accumu-
late the best solution—“they engineered the out-
come they wanted from the beginning. If they did-
n’t achieve their desired outcome, they understood 
it was because of a decision they made at the start 
of the process.” I would like to have you think 
about the way we do church. Do we take time to 
first think about the outcome we are looking for or 
do we make decisions based on short-term goals? I 
hope that as we do more training for leadership 
both laity and clergy, we can focus more on the 
Why and outcome we want. 
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Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

 I absolutely love 

Springtime of the year.  

It’s a visual reminder of 

God’s gift of renewed life 

and fresh starts.  The en-

vironmental aromas of 

freshly cut grass and the 

promising richness of the 

stirred soil as the ground 

is prepared for another 

growing season brings a smile to my face.  I 

praise God for the farmers for providing food 

for our Country and our World.  Long hours of 

work, meets the needs for the hungry.  The 

trees are starting to bud and our mother farm 

cat has already given birth to a new batch of 

newborn kittens.  Life is good, and ever 

changing. 

 Change is never easy, but it’s a fact of 

life and keeps a person from becoming lost in 

the mundane movement of routine.  Despite 

the challenges of changes, adjustments may 

bring greater ease to past tasks that can be 

improved with new skills and abilities.  II Tim-

othy 1:7  “For God hath not given us the spirit 

of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.”  As the Spring season evolves 

and new changes come our way, my prayer is 

that I can modify my thoughts and actions to 

engulf the newness before me. 

 I really have appreciated getting to 

know the pastors and laity of the Elkhorn Val-

ley District.  I am blessed to be working in a 

Christ-centered environment and can work 

with such outstanding and inspirational peo-

ple.  Even though my weekend time off seems 

to fly by with the shared love of my two year 

old grandson, I look forward to a new work 

week and meeting commitments that are at 

my hands.  I have been working to organize 

and update our filing system.  This has been 

quite a task, however, Rev. Davis has allowed 

me some space to manage my chaotic desk, 

at times, knowing that in the end, all will be 

better.   

 As we move towards the Annual Con-

ference time of the year, preparation for ap-

pointment changes are being finalized.  It is 

my job to ensure that all completed paper-

work is moved to the appropriate location and 

new paperwork is completed as required for 

new comers to our District & Conference. 

 Keep in mind of the upcoming due 

dates for the Pastoral/Ministerial Leadership 

A s s e s s m e n t  f o r m s  ( h t t p : / /

www.greatplainsumc.org/staffparishforms.) 

that are due to the District office by May 15th.  

In addition, the fund balance report is due to 

our office by June 30th.   

 Again, the requirement for the comple-

tion of the weekly Vital Signs (TrendSend) en-

tries are important and a requirement of the 

conference.  These entries are being moni-

tored by Bishop Saenz & the District Office. 

 Last month, I touched on the need for 

each Church to have an adopted Safe Gather-

ings policy that has been approved and on file 

at the District Office.   Some of the Churches 

may already have an approved Safe Gather-

ings policy, however, very few of our district 

churches have a retained copy at the District 

office, and this is a requirement as well.  

Please forward me a copy of your approved 

Safe Gatherings policy, with signatures of ap-

proval and dated.  If you do not have such a 

copy, please put this on your “to do” list as 

this should be completed for the protection of 

the Church and it’s congregation members.  

This is a requirement of the conference.  I 

have emailed all of the district pastor’s a copy 

of a sample of a policy, or you may adopt your 

own.   
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Our new “9 Square in the Air” 

Game has arrived and we have 

started to have some phone calls 

reserving the fun game.  Don’t 

forget that this is an option for 

all Churches in our District to check out for 

your church events.  Just give Kathy a call to 

check on availability.  We are blessed to have 

this interactive game. 

 When submitting paperwork to 

the District Office, be sure that 

the name of the Church (town) 

is present on the paperwork.  I 

have come across some paper-

work that may only say “First 

United Methodist” or “UMC”, 

without distinguishing where 

the form is coming from.  

Sometimes the signed docu-

ment does not always bring as-

sistance either. 

 Vital Sign Entries:  It is im-

portant that if for some reason, 

Church is not held (bad weath-

er) that a number (even zero) is 

still entered into the attendance 

column or the computer aver-

ages incorrectly and it creates 

an invalid reality of the average 

attendance number. 

 To make a form legal, it must 

be signed and dated. 

Kathy will 

be out of 

the office 

on Mon., 

May 22nd 

and Wed., 

May 

25th. 

Rev. Davis will be out 

of the office May 22nd 

through May 27th. 



 

5 

 2017 Great Plains UM Cowboy Trail Bike Ride or Walk  

-a fun outing for all men, women and children wanting to help others-  

16th Annual Ride or Walk for the Mission Projects* of, and sponsored 
by the Great Plains   

 

BIKERS: May 27 Norfolk, Nebraska  -  Breakfast @ 7:00 a.m., then main departure by 8:00 a.m. ~ later starts 

are ok for short rides.  (Lunch on return from the ride).  WALKERS: May 27 Saturday 7:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m.  

Checkin and walk from Norfolk, Battle Creek, Meadow Grove, Tilden; or walk/ride in your own 

hometown ~ wherever you so choose! 

Missions of the United Methodist Men that 

will be supported by your donations:  

Upper Room Prayer Line, Society of St. An-

drew (hunger relief in America), Stop Hun-

ger Now (worldwide hunger relief), Imagine No Malaria (mosquito nets for Af-

rica), disaster response, camping ministry, jail ministry, youth ministry, and 

scholarships for Christian service.  

Donations should be made payable to “Great Plains United Methodist Men” 

and sent to Rocky Plettner, Registrar, Great Plains UMMen, 4070 E 24th Ave-

nue, Columbus, NE 68601, cell-402-640-4590, rg1plett@gmail.com  

To register to ride or to walk, contact Rocky (see his info above) or print the 

registration document attached to the Great Plains Event Calendar for May 27 

shown at www.greatplainsumc.org/events  

 There is no registration cost for walkers. T-shirts are $15.00 each.  

 Registration for a biking family is $25.00 which includes one t-shirt; addition-

al t-shirts are $15.00 each if desired.  

 To ensure getting a t-shirt, please register by May 17.  

 Breakfast and check in at Norfolk is at 7:00 AM. Ride begins at 8:00 AM.  

 Rest stops with snacks at Battle Creek and Meadow Grove, lunch back at 

Norfolk.  

ENJOY the fresh air, good exercise, tasty food and good fellowship.  

HOPE you choose to be involved by walking, riding or donating. God bless.  
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      UMCOR 
 

United Methodist  
Committee on Relief 

Volunteer to Pack Health Kits 

The Great Plains Disaster Response Ministry invites you to help pack health kits during 

the 2017 Great Plains Annual Conference Session. A space will be designated at the 
Heartland Events Center in Grand Island, Nebraska (location for the annual conference 
session) from 1-6 p.m., on Wednesday, June 7. The annual conference session begins at 7 

p.m. with opening worship. Assembly times are offered in 30 minute shifts but you can 

sign up to volunteer for as long as you would like. 

All items for the health kits will be provided so all you need to do is sign up and show 

up. Sign up now. The value of each kit is $12 so you or your church will have the option 

to donate funds when you sign up online. 

Pack Kits for the UMCOR Truck 

You may also pack kits at your local church and bring them to the annual conference ses-
sion to drop off at the truck. The truck will be available for drop off from 1-6 p.m., on 

Wednesday, June 7 or from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Thursday, June 8. Kits must be boxed with 
an inventory list of what is inside tape on the top of each box. View the list of kits and the 

UMCOR packing standards. 

Donations may also be made and dropped off to the UMCOR truck during the times listed 
above. Check should be made payable to the Great Plains Conference with “901440 

(UMCOR)” listed in the memo line. 

Please do not plan to pack kits unless you have somebody designated to drop them off to 

the truck at the annual conference session which will take place at the Heartland Events 

Center in Grand Island, Nebraska. 

Help us restock relief supply kits! At this time, our greatest need is for the following: 

Health Kits 
 

School Kits 

Cleaning Buckets 

Layette Kits 

 

  For More information:    http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies 

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/VolunteerSignuptoPackHealthKits-June72017
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Health
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/School
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Layette
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From sea to shining sea, United Methodists are finding special ways to ob-
serve Memorial Day in the United States. Here is a sampling of ideas. 

Pray for all who have given their lives for our freedom. "The major em-
phasis of the Memorial Day worship time," said the Rev. Alan Brown, Hayes 
Memorial United Methodist Church, Fremont, Ohio, "is not on a secular ob-
servance; rather, it is the message of the gospels and the sacraments of the 
church." 
Read the names of fallen veterans, and toll a bell after each name is 
read. The Rev. Walter L. Graves encourages people to read the names 
when they see a war memorial. "Remember," said the pastor of Reelsboro 
United Methodist Church, New Bern, N.C., "that was a person who had... 
dreams and desires." 
Provide special worship music with a PowerPoint presentation. "My 
church has a slide show of friends and family, living and dead, who have 
served in the military," reported Leslie Haggs, lay leader at Angelica United 
Methodist Church in New York. 

Offer a candlelight service. Bishop James Swanson of the Holston Annual (regional) Conference will 
preach at joint services of three congregations — Mount Wesley and New Victory, Telford, Tenn., and 
Mayberry, Jonesborough, Tenn. A candlelight service for those interred in the church cemetery will be 
part of worship. 

Wave a flag. Youth of First United Methodist Church, Koppel, Pa., raised money to buy an American flag 
for all 225 residences in the little town. "I'm a flag-waver," admitted the Rev. Donald A. Anderson. 
Quoted in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, he expressed hope that the flags would "bring Koppel a sense 
of pride in participating in this great holiday honoring those who fought to protect our freedoms." 

Lay a wreath. In Illinois, Malta United Methodist Church will have a special worship service. The congre-
gation invites veterans of the community to pay tribute to fellow soldiers by marching as a unit from 
the church to the township library, where a wreath will be dedicated. 

Decorate veterans' graves. "After Sunday service," said the Rev. Charlie Johnson Jr., a local pastor 
serving three congregations in the Lynchburg, Va., area, "we go into the church cemetery, remove the 
old flags placed on the graves of veterans last Memorial Day and replace them with new ones...We 
remember our active-duty military every Sunday during prayer." 

Do a project for active troops. In Maine, the North Searsport United Methodist Church is recruiting the 
community to join parishioners in a mission project to benefit soldiers going overseas. Participants will 
sew small pillows for military personnel. The project is in response to recent articles about soldiers 
having to pay for pillows on their flights. 

Make military care packages.  The congregation of First United Methodist Church, Alice, Texas, brought 
items for military care packages to mail to troops serving overseas. "Many of us have loved ones who 
are serving in the military," member Stefany Simmons explained. "Each of us signed cards to include 
for the troops." 

Be part of a community-service day. Manatee United Methodist Church is one of two Bradenton, Fla., 
locations for the Journey of Remembrance, an annual community-service day honoring U.S. military 
veterans and their families for their care and sacrifice. 

Learn about issues affecting veterans. At Christ United Methodist Church, Troy, N.Y., a guest speaker 
will focus on the history and social justice issues related to military mental illness. "At Christ Church," 
said the Rev. Nina Nichols in the Bennington Banner, "we honor those who serve their country, who 
served with the hope of bringing justice on behalf of our nation. But as a people of faith, we must not 
fail to call for a better way to peace than war. This Memorial Day we pray for peace for the war-
weary." 

Glorify Jesus as the Prince of Peace and reach out to those whom others may forget. On Memorial 
Day - as he does throughout the year - John Alexander, a member of East Lake United Methodist 
Church, Birmingham, Ala., will be involved with Kairos Prison Ministries. A Christian, lay-led, ecumeni-
cal, volunteer, international prison ministry, Kairos brings Christ's love and forgiveness to incarcerated 
individuals and their families. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/twelve-ways-to-observe-memorial-day 
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The 2017 United Methodist Annual Conference  
Session will take place June 7-10, located at the 
Heartland Event Center in Grand Island, Nebraska 
(700 E Stolley Park Rd.). 
 
It is encouraged that lodging arrangements are 
made as soon as you know you are able to attend. 
While we do have many hotel rooms set aside for 
this event there are other events going on in Grand 
Island at the same time. We are communicating the 
lodging list early so you can make reservations early. 
 
The annual conference session planning team has 
announced that this year’s session will be short-
ened slightly, with the event still running June 7-
10 in Grand Island, Nebraska, but with the event not 
starting until approximately 7 p.m. Wednesday in-
stead of the usual morning sessions for clergy and 
laity.  Adjournment is anticipated by noon,  
Saturday, June 10.  
 

For more information, 

please visit, http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/

annualconference for 

more complete information 

on lodging and more       

details. 
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Track Changes 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not 
give up.” Galatians 6:9 (NRSV) 

Keeping track of what is eaten and personal physical activity helps chart progress, set goals, 
identify improvement areas and become more aware of behavior.  Really understanding and 
being aware of behavior is a first step toward change.  Research has shown that people who 
keep track of personal behavior are more likely to change that behavior.  A person is less like-
ly to eat an extra piece of cake or to skip daily physical activity if behaviors are logged!  So, 
why not track fruits and veggies eaten or minutes of daily physical activity?  This log may re-
veal surprises, recording amazing personal change! 

 

For additional Great Plains Health & Wellness Committee and other resources, visit http://
healthfund.org/hcresources.php or contact your congregation’s Health & Wellness liaison.  

(Used with permission from Melissa Bopp, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Kinesiol-
ogy, Kansas State University, and the Health-e-AME Physical-e-Fit program, 2010.) 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/healthandwellnessinserts 

Pastoral Quarterly  

Meeting 

Thursday, May 18th 

Wayne UMC 

9:30 a.m.  

Discussion will be over 

Chapter 3 of  

“The Passionate Church”. 

Opportunity to extend well wishes to those   

pastors moving in their appointments &  

retirement. 

 

 

 

 

We give thanks to the individuals that 

have donated to the disaster relief 

efforts in Kansas & other states in need.  

In Hebrews 13:16 it says, “ And do not 

forget to do good and to share with 

others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased.”   May God’s light continue to 

shine through His servants of faith. 

http://healthfund.org/hcresources.php
http://healthfund.org/hcresources.php
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Mothers of the Bible Quiz 
 

Who was the mother of Ishmael & 

handmaiden of Sarah, Abram’s wife? 

A. Hagar   B.  Merriam 

C. Moishmael  D.  Hannah 

Who was the mother of John the Bap-

tist? 

A. Sarah   B.  Elisabeth 

C. Mary Magdalene D.  Rebeccah 

Whose mother said to Mary, “Blessed 

are you among women & blessed is the 

fruit of your womb?” 

A. Peter  B.  John the Baptist 

C. Andrew  D.  Philip 

What mother brought her son a coat 

every year? 

A. Hannah   B.  Ruth 

C. Mary   D.  Sarah 

Which king was taught sayings by his 

mother as related in Proverbs?  

A. Agar   B.  Hezekiah 

C. Lemuel   D.  David 

 

Whose mother asked Jesus to grant her 

sons places at his right and left? 

A. Peter & Andrew   

B. Phillip & Bartholomew 

C. Nathaniel & Nicodemus  

D.  James & John 

Solomon judges a dispute between two 

mothers about whose baby boy had 

died.  What did one mother say had 

caused the death of the child? 

A. He had suffocated.              

B. His mother had laid on him 

C. He fell from a window              

D. His brother had slain him 

Whose mother was paid to be his 

nurse? 

A. Jesus   B.  Moses 

C. John the Baptist D.  Samuel 

Who spoke of his desire to gather Jeru-

salem’s children as a mother hen gath-

ers her chicks under her wings? 

A. God   B.  Jesus 

C. Moses   D.  Elijah 

The mother of Gad & Asher was: 

A. Rachel   B.  Leah 

C. Dinah   D.  Zilpah                           
http://quiz.christiansunite.com/

Women_in_the_Bible/

Mothers_of_the_Bible.shtml 
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https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/

SubmitPrayerRequest 
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A true story ….   (I don’t usually share a lot from Facebook, 
but thought this was a great message that God hears & an-
swers prayers). 

A man from Norfolk, VA called a local radio station to share 
this on Sept. 11th, 2003. His name was Robert Matthews. 
These are his words: 

“A few weeks before Sept 11th, my wife and I found out we 
were going to have our first child. She planned a trip out to 
California to visit her sister. On our way to the airport, we 
prayed that God would grant my wife a safe trip and be with 
her. 

Shortly after I said ‘amen’ we both heard a loud pop and the car shook violently. We had blown out a tire. 
I replaced the tire as quickly as I could, but we still missed her flight. Both very upset, we drove home. 

I received a call from my father who was a retired FDNY. He asked what my wife’s flight number was, but 
explained that we missed the flight. My father informed me that her flight was the one that crashed into 
the southern tower. I was too shocked to speak. 

My father also had more news for me; he was going to help. ‘This is not something I can just sit by for, I 
have to do something.’ I was concerned for his safety, of course, but more because he had never given 
his life to Christ. After a brief debate, I knew his mind was made up. Before he got off of the phone, he 
said, ‘take good care of my grandchild.’ Those were the last words I ever heard my father say; he died 
while helping in the rescue effort. 

My joy that my prayer of safety for my wife had been answered quickly became anger. Anger at God, at 
my father, and at myself. I had gone for nearly 2 years blaming God for taking my father away. My son 
would never know his grandfather, my father had never accepted Christ, and I never got to say goodbye. 

Then something happened. About 2 months ago, I was sitting at home with my wife and my son, when 
there was a knock on the door. I looked at my wife, but I could tell she wasn’t expecting anyone. I opened 
the door to a couple with a small child. The man looked at me and asked if my father’s name was Jake 
Matthews. I told him it was. He quickly grabbed my hand and said, ‘I never got the chance to meet your 
father, but it is an honor to meet his son.’ 

He explained to me that his wife had worked in the World Trade Center and had been caught inside after 
the attack. She was pregnant and had been caught under debris. He then explained that my father had 
been the one to find his wife and free her. My eyes welled up with tears as I thought of my father giving 
his life for people like this. 

He then said, ‘there is something else you need to now.’ his wife then told me that as my father worked to 
free her, she talked to him and lead him to Christ. I began sobbing at the news. Now I know that when I 
get to heaven, my father will be standing beside Jesus to welcome me, and that this family would be able 
to thank him themselves.” 

When their baby boy was born, they named him Jacob Matthew in honor of the man who gave his life so 
mother and baby could live. 

This story should help us to realize two things: First, that though it has been two years since the attacks, 

we should never let it become a mere tragic memory. And second, but most important, God is always in 

control. We may not see the reason behind things, and we may never know this side of heaven, 

but God is ALWAYS in control. 


