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Now that we used the month of 

August to get caught up on our 

reports, it’s time to look forward 

to a busy and successful Charge 

Conference season. 

 

√ If you are uncertain of  

 something, just ask. 

√  http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/

chargeconferenceresources   

 Save this website for all 

 of your Charge  

  Conference Resources. 

√  Set deadlines, and strive to  

 keep them.  

√  Stay informed. 

√  There are many pages that 

 may be valuable to print 

 and keep for future 

 knowledge in this news

 letter. 

Remember:  We have the “9 Square in the Air” Game to 

check out at the District Office for any of your Church 

or Youth events.  Just give Kathy a call to check availa-

bility and reserved your dates.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Also, please remember to enter weekly stats to keep  

up-to-date. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

With emphasis on attempting to be more healthy, watch 

for a health tidbit each month in our newsletter.  If you 

have a recipe or information you would like to share, 

please send to Kathy by the 25th of the month for con-

sideration in our next newsletter. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017, Pastoral  

Quarterly Meeting, at 190 S. Burt Street, 

Craig UMC 

9:30 ~ 2 p.m. 

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 

    It is hard to believe that it is approaching the 

end of summer. Schools have started and soon 

will sports. This is a busy time of year as churches 

prepare for Kick-offs for the fall ministries. It is 

also a time of preparation for church confer-

ences. I hope that committees are hard at work 

completing their budgets and nominations now. 

The forms are on-line except for the pastor com-

pensation form which will be available the mid-

dle of September. 

This year we will be doing church confer-

ences differently. For the Great West, we will be 

doing them in October on Sundays. The schedule 

will appear in this newsletter. For Elkhorn Valley, 

the church conferences will be in November. We 

will be doing these in Networks rather than indi-

vidual parishes. At the meeting, I will talk about 

what networks are about and introduce the net-

work leaders, clergy, and laity. I believe that this 

is an opportunity to share what is happening in 

the churches that we can learn from one anoth-

er. For some this maybe a change from the norm. 

I realize that but the focus needs to be on the lo-

cal churches and the networks. By the time of the 

church conferences, the network churches and 

leaders should have met. So, there should be a 

better understanding of what this is all about. A 

reminder that all forms need to be in the respec-

tive offices preferably by the end of September 

or early October. 

One form that is not in the packet is Disas-

ter Preparedness. This is a template on the web 

site where the charge conference forms are lo-

cated on the home page in the lower right cor-

ner. I would like to have a copy of the contact in-

formation that is part of the package to file in the 

district office. I was a Boy Scoutmaster and their 

motto was Be Prepared. I would like all the 

churches to have their own plan and not be de-

pendent on others. So that when something hap-

pens, we know what we plan to do. There is no 

reason not to do this. 

A reminder 

that the month of 

September, I will 

be on renewal 

leave. Rev. Cindy 

Karges will be cov-

ering for me. You 

can call either of 

the district offices and they will be able to for-

ward anything to her. I will not be looking at my 

email or answering phone calls. 

On the matter of email, I have noticed that some 
are using my edavis@greatplainsumc.org to con-
tact me. I rarely look at that address except may-
be every 3-6 months. If you want to get ahold of 
me, write to elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org.   

mailto:edavis@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org
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Rev. Davis will be on leave the entire 

month of September, 2017.  Please re-

spect this time to allow Rev. Davis to rest, 

relax and enjoy his family.  Any phone 

calls or emails, please direct them to Rev. 

Karges, or to Kathy & we will get you a re-

sponse as soon as possible.  Thank you!!  

 

 

Rev. Cindy Karges, 

Gateway  District   

Superintendent 

Will be covering the 

Elkhorn Valley     

District while Rev. 

Davis is on renewal 

leave during       

September. 

You may reach Rev. Karges at:  
gate-

wayds@greatplainsumc.org 

4009 6th Avenue, Suite 13 

Kearney, Nebraska  68845 

Office Phone:  308-234-3098 

Cell:  402-239-9508 

Fax:  308-234-5903 
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Join the Prayer Community 
for the United Methodist 

Church 
 

This prayer movement is a response to the 
Council of Bishops initiative called Praying Our 

Way Forward. We are called to a posture of 
prayer, praying for God’s leadership to guide us 
effectively in fulfilling the mission of the church. 
We invite you – clergy and laity, conferences 

and congregations – across the denomination to 
pray for God’s guidance.    

 In prayer, we can be one in Christ. 

Over the last six months, during phase 1 of this 
program, our bishops have been praying daily 

for the work of the Commission on the Way For-
ward. It’s now time to launch a second phase 

that involves the whole church.  Starting January 
1, 2017, with the help of The Upper Room, Unit-

ed Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, 
and United Methodist Communications, this prayer movement will grow and move across the church. 

This web site will host prayer resources and prayer support for the church.  Since each annual and 

central conference has a designated week to pray for this important work, our goal is to provide tools 

and resources that will provide guidance and encouragement.   

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/gpconnect/print/gpconnect_summer+2017_updated.pdf 



 

6 

 

The Conference & District Office depend heavily upon keep-
ing our database of laity contacts phone numbers, email ad-
dresses and leadership positions up to date.  Many times 
correspondence is delivered per email, as a time and cost 
saving tool, so it is important to keep the District office in-
formed of changes made to the leadership committees.  If 
email addresses can be included, this is very helpful.   Even 
though laity contacts are a part of the Charge Conference 
paperwork, if elections are held and positions change 
throughout the year, updating this information would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Parsonages 

If your church has a parsonage, you will need to 
submit the Parsonage Inspection (Pastor/Church 
Agreement Parsonage Condition) form. Annual 
Parsonage Inspection is addressed in the 2016 
Book of Discipline, ¶258.2.g.16. You may com-
plete the inspection at any time of the year. Your 
charge conference reports require the date of 
your annual parsonage inspection (every year). 

 
Please be sure that room measures are listed on the form. The 
parsonage inspection form is to be submitted at the same time 
as your charge conference reports. We need a parsonage in-
spection form even if the parsonage is rented. Charge conference 
forms will not be approved, until the inspection form is re-
ceived by the District Office, if you have a parsonage. 
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Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

 Thanks to everyone 

for working hard to get 

past due reports taken 

care of so we can enter 

the Charge Conference 

season with clean desks 

and a focused vision.  If 

you are still in the pro-

cess of working on these 

reports, please continue to do what you need 

and get them turned in as you are able.   

 Turning our attention to our next big 

tasks ~ networks and charge conference.  

Rev. Davis provided an excellent explanation 

of the vision of implementing new networks 

and the process of charge conferences this 

year at the pastoral update in Creighton on 

August 19th.  Most of our network leaders 

and network lay leaders participated in train-

ing in Lexington on August 26th.  This is a 

new process, but we look to move forward to-

gether and create a successful team to 

spread the love of Jesus Christ. 

 This is a busy time of year with school 

now back in session, harvest approaching and 

a busy season in the Church.  Preparations 

are already in the plans for Fall Fundraisers, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Services and yet 

being aware that the Nebraska weather is 

always unpredictable.  I can only suggest that 

you set before you a timeline of what needs 

to be accomplished by specific due dates and 

who will lead the work of each task.   

 I’m going to share a recent daily devo-

tion from the “Jesus Always” book by Sarah 

Young.   

 Come to me, my weary one, and I 

will give you rest.  I know the depth 

and breadth of your weariness.  Noth-

ing is hidden from Me.  There is a time 

to keep pushing yourself ~ when cir-

cumstances require it ~ and a time to 

rest.  Even I, who have infinite energy, 

rested on the seventh day after com-

pleting My work of creation. 

 Seek My face, and then just lin-

ger in My loving presence while I shine 

upon you.  Let favorite scriptures am-

ble through your brain, refreshing your 

heart and spirit.  If something comes 

to mind that you don’t want to forget, 

jot it down; then return your attention 

to Me.  As you relax with Me, my love 

will soak into the depths of your being.  

You may want to express your love for 

Me ~ in whispers, in spoken words, in 

song. 

 I want you to know that I ap-

prove of you and I approve of rest.  

When you relax in My presence, trust-

ing in My finished work on the cross, 

both you and I are refreshed.  

Blessings to all of you, Kathy 
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Bishops call for Sunday focusing 

on Global Migration on Dec. 3 

 
In a report from the Council of Bishops Immigration Task Force this spring it says: 

“This is the day for the UMC to act with conviction and courage, giving life to its com-
mitment to be disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. How we re-
spond to the immigration crisis at this moment will determine the vitality of the church 
for generations to come.” 

More than 65 million people around the world have been forced from home. 

Among them are more than 21 million refugees with half of them under age 18. And in 
our country, the rise of deportations, several executive orders in regard to immigrants 
have caused a crisis. 

The United Methodist Council of Bishops and the Connectional Table have designat-
ed Sunday, Dec. 3, as a day for prayers about the global migration crisis and for col-
lecting a special offering to address suffering caused by forced migration. That means 
the collection will occur during the season when Christians around the world remem-
ber that even Jesus and his family were at one time refugees on the run from political 
violence. 

The United Methodist Communications will make resources for the Global Migration 
Sunday available in the near future. 

Pictured: Sandy Sypherd, left, and Andrea Paret, right, with Bishop Minerva Carcano. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-back-special-sunday-for-migration-crisis
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/lessons-from-baby-jesus
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/lessons-from-baby-jesus


 

9 

 

 

 

Lyons Norfolk Ainsworth South Sioux City Creighton Neligh Albion 

Joel Rathbun Shelly Petz David Randall Jose Miranda Bev Hieb Bruce Phillips Janet Burgel 

Beemer Norfolk First Ainsworth South Sioux City Plainview Neligh Albion 

West Point Norfolk Westridge Johnstown Dakota City Crawford Valley Oakdale Loretto 

Pender Madison Trinity Valentine Homer Randolph Clearwater Newman Grove 

Walthill Stanton Bassett Allen Wausa Meadow Grove Looking Glass 

Rosalie Winside Springview Ponca Creighton Tilden Elgin 

Lyons Pierce Jamison Laurel Bloomfield  Ewing Bartlett 

Oakland Osmond Atkinson Logan Center Verdigre Orchard Ericson 

Tekamah Wayne Chambers     Page   

Decatur Carroll Amelia     Spencer   

Craig   O'Neill     Lynch    

Alder Grove         Bristow   

 

 

 

 

 

 Great Plains Annual Conference  

  Parsonage Standards  

 

The pastor shall consider the parsonage as the 

church’s property; the church shall consider the  

parsonage as the pastor’s home.  

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/

Below are the new networks, and the Network Leaders.  

 Each network should plan on meeting at least six 

times each year for training, questions, etc. 

 Network leaders will remain in contact with each 

local churches in between meetings. 

 DS will be alerted to bigger issues that require DS 

to step into the situations. 

 

When sending DS, Davis an email, 

please ensure that you are using a 

correct  and current email address. 

elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org 

Rev. Davis is finding that some are still 

using an old email address and he 

rarely checks that email, so please 

update your email address book to 

reflect this correct email correspond-

ence to be certain  he is getting your 

messages. 
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2017 Charge Conference  

BASIC INFORMATION 
 

 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE EVENT 

Each District Superintendent will organize and schedule the district’s charge conferences as best fit the mission and 
congregations. The DS will provide those details.  Check with your district office for more information. 

Note: To encourage broader participation, the Charge Conference, limited to members of the Church Council and any 
non-appointed pastors relating to the charge, may be convened as a Church Conference, extending the vote to all pro-
fessing members of the local church present at such meetings. Check with the DS about this option. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE FORMS 

All common materials will be posted on the GP website: www.greatplainsumc.org/

chargeconferenceresources. 

Please distribute these materials to those responsible for reporting the information as soon as possible. 
The District Superintendent may require other/different materials, which will be available through district office. 
You are encouraged to share all materials with your entire congregation, because an informed congregation is an em-
powered congregation.  Even if you hold a Church Conference, not every member will be present, so think of times and 
ways before or after the conference to include these persons in the stream of information. 

Common Materials 

Form 1:  Vision and Goals/Outcomes 

Form 2:  Care of Members and Assets  (including template for investments and Parsonage Review Report) 

Form 3:  Support Worksheet  (available in September) 

Form 4:  Laity Contact Information  (due to district office within ten days after charge conference) 

Form 5:  Report of Clergy Relating to Charge Conference  (for those retired, honorably located, administratively 

located, or on voluntary leave of absence – not those currently appointed) 

Lay Servant Annual Report  (selecting one for status) 

Other Items 

Housing Resolution (samples/templates available through GP website links) 

Accountable Reimbursement Policy (samples/templates available through GP website links) 

Lay Leadership/Nominations (complete listing of administrative committees – and, if ready, other committees/

teams/etc.) 

Local Church Budget (estimated income and expenses for year, if ready for consideration - otherwise approved 

by Church Council) 

Local Church Policy for the Protection of Children, Youth, and Adults from Vulnerable Populations (sample 

available through link on GP website – needing update due to 2017 annual conference action - copy due to 

district office) 

Minutes of Charge Conference (due to district office within ten days after charge conference) 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources
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The District Office will be CLOSED, Monday, September 4th in observance of 

Labor Day. 

Tentatively:  September 18—September 20: 

  Kathy will be out of the office for Administrative Assis-

tant Training.  I will still be able to check email.  If you have 

any questions you would like me to address, please let me 

know and I will get clarified answers. 

 Kathy will be out of the office on Wednesday & Thurs-

day, September 27 & 28th, with very limited access to 

email.   

UMCOR Relief Kits 

UMCOR Depts. & Warehouses an-

nounced on August 24, 2017 that be-

ginning 01/01/2018, the ONLY Relief 

Kits that will be accepted and provid-

ed during times of disaster will be: 

HYGIENE KITS, CLEANING KITS & 

SCHOOL KITS. 

We realize this is a big change, yet 

research shows that these are the 

only kits that are widely used.  If you 

have other kits, which are assembled, 

please send them to UMCOR Sager 

Brown before 12/31/2017. 

 

Rev. Hollie Tapley 
Disaster Response coordinator 
Great Plains United Methodist       
 Conference 
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Blue River District Lay Servant  

Fall Training Event 
Friday Eve., October 27 / 5:30-9 pm &  

Saturday, October 28, 8 am-4:30 pm 

  Wahoo First United Methodist / 714  N. Beech Street  / Wahoo, NE 

Lay Servant Basic Course   
This course is foundational for all courses in lay servant ministries. Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts 
as God intended and to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent 
spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship. 

Social Principles of the UMC  
Do No Harm.  Do Good.  Stay in Love with God.   

This course looks at the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church.  Our Social Creed is the basic statement of guiding convictions 

about our relationship with God and others. The Social Principles expand on these convictions to focus on our relationship with the world. 

While the Social Principles are in the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church they are not binding but serve as helpful guides to our 

thinking.   

Preaching 
This course is designed for those who have not completed formal training to preach, for pastors seeking a basic refresher course, and for others 
who are called upon to preach in a pastor’s absence. Moving beyond the basics of public speaking and the foundations necessary for preparing 
an engaging sermon, this course also includes types of sermons – from exegetical to move from communication on paper to beyond the paper. 

Discovering Our Spiritual Gifts      
This course helps participants understand spiritual gifts and how the church can use them to fulfill its mission and ministry. Participants will 
learn what it means to be a spiritual leader and will be equipped to lead others in exploring and using their spiritual gifts. 

DETAILS TO COME: Participants will purchase their own curriculum ahead of the class. Instructors ’ Names, Book Titles and Order Information 
will be available by Sept. 1. 

The $25.00 per person registration includes snacks, refreshments and a chili soup lunch on Saturday. 

REGISTRATION FORM   Due Friday, October 20, 2016 

NAME _______________________________________________________   Course: ____________________________________________________   

Address____________________________________________________________   Phone: ________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ____________________________________________    E-mail:__________________________________________________________ 

Home Church________________________________________________________   City/State _____________________________________________ 

PASTOR’S NAME (please print):_________________________________________   Pastor Sig: ____________________________________________ 

Special Needs: _________________________________________    Cost  $25.00 Make Checks Payable To: Blue River District  

MAIL TO:  Lay Servant Training / c/o Blue River District Office / 3333 Landmark Circle / Lincoln, NE  68504 
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Calling all People with the Love of Camp 

 September 17th set as Annual BBQ 

& Auction  

 

      

September 17th will see Camp Fontanelle alive with laughter and ex-

citement as it holds its annual BBQ and Auction on that day. The day is 

meant to highlight the successes of the camp over the past year and to 

raise money to continue to grow its camping ministry. 

          The day will begin with worship at 11:00 a.m. Music will be led by 

the summer camp staff and the message will be delivered by Missouri 

River District Superintendent, the Rev. Chad Anglemeyer. After wor-

ship, held under the big white tent, guests may enjoy a BBQ meal or a 

grilled meal before the other activities begin. The BBQ meal, at the 

Riverview Lodge will include Pulled pork or grilled chicken with sides or 

grilled hamburgers or hot dogs at the Grilling Station near the Gazebo. The meals are a freewill offering but 

there is a suggested minimum gift for food. 

     There will be a silent auction and a live quilt auction to help raise money to help continue the ministry at 

the camp. Items and quilts are still being collected for the auctions. If you have an item you would like to 

donate, please contact the camp at 402-478-4296. 

     Visiting Camp Fontanelle on September 17th is a wonderful way to support its mission of being an inten-

tional Christian Community. It will be an opportunity to visit the camp and tour its facilities and enjoy all of 

the activities being held on that day. 

     Other activities will include: face painting, live music, puppet shows, touring the camp, meeting up with 

friends and family AND the opening of the 2017 Camp Fontanelle Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze. 

     For more information contact the camp at 402-478-4296 

or visit the website at campfontanelle.com. 
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Camp Fontanelle Corn Maze receives NE 150 designation 

     The Camp Fontanelle Corn Maze was chosen to be a Nebras-

ka 150 designated event during Nebraska’s Sesquicentennial 

Celebration. Guests can begin venturing through the corn maze 

on its opening day of September 17th. The maze and other ac-

tivities will open at 1:00p.m.  

     Every year, the camp chooses a theme for its corn maze de-

sign. With Nebraska celebrating 150 years, it seemed right that 

the camp apply to have its corn maze recognized as a designat-

ed event. Being chosen a NE 150 partner, meant that the NE 

150 logo could be used in marketing, and the NE 150 website 

would promote those partner events/activities. 

     The theme design for the corn maze includes the Sower 

statue which sits on top of the capital building, a covered wagon and an ear 

of corn. It is an exciting partnership for this year’s design and the camp’s 

second season activities. 

     Other activities include a pumpkin patch, where guests can pick up a 

pumpkin and leave a freewill donation,  Fort Jones, Human Foosball or Mole-

Ball, the Petting Barn, yard games, Zipline (for an additional cost), Laser Tag 

(additional cost), hayrack rides, the Mine Shaft (a vertigo tunnel) and the 

Barrell Train. It is a day of fun for all. On opening day, guests will only pay an 

entrance fee for the corn maze, zipline and laser tag activities, all other ac-

tivities are at no cost. After opening day, each guest will need to pay an en-

trance fee which includes the corn maze and all of the other activities 

(excluding zipline and laser tag.) For more information contact the camp, 

402-478-4296 or visit the website at campfontanelle.com.  

Camp Fontanelle to hold Annual GaGa Ball Tournament 

     Camp Fontanelle is accepting registrations for its annual GaGa Ball Tournament to be held on Sunday, September 

17, 2017. The tournament is a friendly competition for children and youth to test their GaGa Ball skills against other 

teams from around the area. 

     Get your team together and start practicing so your team is in good form and ready to compete to win the first 

place trophy. Omaha Maplewood has been the champion for the past three years. Go to campfontanelle.com for rules 

and the registration form. Look under the activities tab- GaGa 

Ball for rules and a link to the 

registration form. A $100.00 

registration fee is suggested. 

The largest donation will get 

the highest seat; so if your 

team wants a high seat, make 

a larger donation than 

$100.00.  
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Co e   togethe    with   issio ded 

people to discuss co ect g with you
neighbors      disaste    response
e otio l  d  sp itu l  c e   sp itu l 
g owth      ss o    se g   c oss 
cultu lly with g ce  ND MO E! 

www. cj c. c d y 

 

http://www.scjumc.org/mission/academy
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  Smoky White Beans & Ham Recipe 

TOTAL TIME: Prep: 15 min. + soaking Cook: 6 hours 

YIELD: 10 servings 

Ingredients: 

1 pound dried great northern beans 

3 smoked ham hocks 

1 large onion, chopped 

3 cans (14-1/2 ounces each) reduced-sodium chicken or beef 

 broth 

2 cups water 

1 tablespoon onion powder 

1 tablespoon garlic powder 

2 teaspoons pepper 

Thinly sliced green onions, optional 

Directions: 

1. Rinse and sort beans; soak according to package directions. 

2. Drain and rinse beans, discarding liquid. Transfer beans to a 6-qt. slow cooker. Add ham hocks. 

 Stir in onion, broth, water and seasonings. Cook, covered, on low 6-8 hours or until beans are 

 tender. 

3. Remove meat from bones when cool enough to handle; cut ham into small pieces and return to 

 slow cooker. Serve with a slotted spoon. Sprinkle with onions if desired. Yield: 10 servings. 

 

Physical Health 

Nutrition and Eating Healthy 
 

Grocery Shopping tips from Healthy Cooking at Taste of Home: A commitment to eating right starts long before a meal hits the 

 table, and it doesn't have to cost a fortune. The editors at Healthy Cooking offer 10 tips for smart shopping at the grocery 

 store. www.tasteofhome.com/healthycooking  

 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/healthyliving 

http://www.tasteofhome.com/healthycooking
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Local Church Disaster Planning Guide  

Our district, conference, country and 

world have seen the unfortunate power 

and devastation of disasters. With a histo-

ry of fires, tornadoes, floods, terrorism 

and even drinking water challenges, we 

are familiar that disasters do occur and we 

all must plan accordingly for the unpre-

dictable and traumatic events that can occur.   

 http://www.greatplainsumc.org/localchurchdisasterresponseplan 

The above link is found on the Great Plains website and gives a superb example of even how 

to start preparing a plan.  As Rev. Davis explained at the pastoral update in Creighton, August 

19, it will be a requirement for each local church to establish a plan for disasters.  This will be 

required to be submitted at your Charge Conference this year.  A copy of the church disaster 

plan will be retained at the District Office, so in the event of a quick response needed, the DS 

will have immediate access to the plan to begin initiating efforts, as directed.  Please secure 

your disaster plan where it will be accessible to anyone in need to start implementing the 

steps.  A review of this plan should be scheduled at least every six months to modify and up-

date accordingly. 
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Annual Conference-District Schedule 2017-2018 

July 

 100-Day Plan (pastors in new appointments) 

 Clergy consultations. 

 Continuing education reports due at clergy consultation. 

August 

 100-Day Plan 

 Begin research and work on organizing for year-end stats. 

 Begin thinking about and preparing for church conference. 

 Nominations and lay leadership committee (late August or early September). Pastor is chair of 

 the nominations and lay leadership committee and is responsible for calling the group  

 together/ getting the work done/ and presenting the report to church conference. 

September 

 100-Day Plan 

 Church conference work begins. 

 S/PPRC begins work on compensation recommendation for 2018. 

October 

 District committee on ordained ministry paperwork deadline. 

 S/PPRC begins work on appointment recommendation (AR) forms for 2018. 

 Pastor communicates with district office elections for compensation withholdings. 

 Compensation Worksheet due in office a minimum of one week (follow your DS’s instructions) 

 prior to church conference (additional details about CWs to follow). 

 Church conferences/ in networks (dates and times specific to district). 

 District committee interviews (dates and tunes specific to district). 

November 

 Church conferences, in networks. 

 S/PPRC concludes work on AR forms and sends to district office. 

 District committee on ordained ministry paperwork deadline. 

 District committee on ordained ministry interviews possible. 

December 

 Appointive recommendation (AR) forms due on the 1st. 

 District committee on ordained ministry interview's possible. 

 Interviews/Conversations with pastor requesting a move/ or with pastors whose congregations 

 request a change of pastor. 

 

(Please make a copy of this and refer to it as needed.  Share with your committee         

members) 
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Annual Conference-District Schedule 2017-2018 (Continued) 

January 

 All year: If congregational leadership changes/ any time, contact the district office. 

 Assure that the financial audit/review begins as soon as the treasurer completes the 2017 books. 

 Inter views/Conversations continue with pastor requesting a move, or with pastors whose congregations 

 request a change of pastor. 

 District committee on ordained ministry Interview's (specific to district).   

 Orders and Fellowship gathering (17-19); Kearney, Nebraska. 

 Stats due on the 31st-all online. Deadline is firm. Don't be late. The 10th of January is best; the 15th of 

 January is above expectations; the 20fh of January is good; the 25th makes everyone smile; the 30fh is 

 cutting it close; the 31st works, but time has run out in case of error or question and not everyone is 

 joyful at that point. 

February 

 District committee on ordained ministry paperwork deadline (specific to district). 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm that the reviewer knows to complete a Fund 

 Balance report. 

 District committee on ordained ministry Interviews (specific to district). 

March 

 All year: If congregational leadership changes/ any time, contact the district office. 

 S/PPRC begins work on pastor assessment forms-whenever the forms are available. 

April 

 S/PPRC continues work on pastor assessment forms as needed. 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm, that the reviewer knows to complete a Fund 

 Balance report. 

May 

 S/PPRC continues work on pastor assessment forms as needed. 

 Pastor assessment forms from both S/PPRC and pastor due to the district office (15th). 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm that the reviewer knows to complete a Fund Balance 

 report. 

June 

 All year: If congregational leadership changes/ any time, contact the district office. 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm that the reviewer has completed a Fund Balance report. 

 Send the Fund Balance Report to your district office. Due in the office by 30 June 2017. If the due date 

 falls on a weekend/ the report is due the Friday prior to the due-date. 

 Annual Conference. 

 Packing and transition for moving-pastors. 

 For moving out pastors: Trustee rep(s) and PPRC rep(s) conduct a parsonage walkthrough. Complete 

 the move-out forms: "Parsonage Standard Cleaning Checklist" and "Parsonage Standard Condition\ 

 Damages Worksheet," both of which are found on the conference Web-site. 

 Fund balance report due in the district office (30th). 

 Not-for-Profit corporate reports and fees due to the state (Nebraska) on the 15th. Complete online with 

 the State any time before the 15th of June. You don't have to put this off until the last moment, and it 

 is easy to do.  

(Special thanks to Hutchinson District AA for sharing her copy of this) 
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THE STORY OF LOVE PACKAGES 

 It was the summer of 1975: God spoke to me as clearly as could be. That summer, God showed me the 

abundance of Christian literature that I had at my disposal and the tremendous lack of literature in third world 

nations. 

 Not realizing that everyone was as wasteful as I, I began to send my excess literature overseas. That first 

year my wife and I shipped sixty boxes of literature to missionaries in four countries. Soon the word spread about 

what we were doing. 

 Friends started bringing their excess literature to us for shipment overseas. We never realized or imag-

ined that from that small seed God would build an ever increasing world outreach. 

 Not long after that, we began to receive literature in the mail; slowly at first, then from all over the Unit-

ed States. That second year we shipped 3 1/2 tons. The third year 7 tons. The forth 11, then 21, then 25, 27, 31, 

51, 83, 100, 180, 250, and 600. We continue to send Christian literature to missionaries and Christian workers 

around the world. Statistics tell us that every piece of literature will be read by an average of 20 people. Each 

container has at least 1 million pieces so the potential is to reach 20 million every time we send a container. 

 We are thrilled that since the beginning of Love Packages in 1975, we have been able to send over 15,000 

tons of literature. We have seen thousands of people saved, healed, and delivered as a result of this mission. 

Pastors and Sunday school teachers for the first time have materials to study and teach from. 

 Love Packages currently sends 20 foot ocean going containers to port cities around the world. These loca-

tions act as distribution points and have the capability to distribute these materials to thousands of churches 

overseas. 

 Everywhere we have gone in America we have found people with literature, and they didn’t know what 

to do with it. If you are one of these people. Love Packages is here to help you put that literature in the hands of 

people who are hungry for the Word of God. 

 Our vision is simple. We want to see all of our excess, the materials that are being wasted, placed on the 

mission fields of the world. Won’t you help? 

Love Packages is organized by Steven J Schmidt, Founder & Director 

Literature that we send: 

Bibles (new and used), tracts, reference books & commen-

taries (dictionaries, concordances), all Christian books and 

paperback (not interested in fiction), magazines, Sunday 

School supplies, Daily Devotionals, CD’s, DVD’s, Puppets, 

Noah’s Ark, Bible Games, Nativity sets, Bible Quizzes.   

DO NOT SEND: Guideposts, Handiwork, Secular Books, 

Mission Magazines.  http://lovepackages.org/ 

http://lovepackages.org/our-founder-steven-j-schmidt/
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The famous BLACKWOOD QUARTET of the histor ic Blackwood Brothers would love to minister  in 
concert at your church. 

  

 
  

AVAILABLE DATES in 2018:  
Many good available dates in February, April, May, June and July of 2018. I can email you those available 

dates if you like. Serious inquires only though please. Thank you.   
  

COST:  
Very affordable. $350 + a love offering, 2 hotel rooms (one night), and one meal. That’s it! 

  
Please preview their ministry at www.BlackwoodQuartet.net. I look forward to your response. 

  

Michael Heimple 

719-260-1151 
Mike@CapArtists.com 

I was asked to share this information with the District. 

 

Attention Pastors:  If you have not 

already stopped at the District Office, 

the books have arrived.  Please stop 

by the office, when you’re in Norfolk, 

and pick up your book.  The first (3) 

chapters will be reviewed at the Oc-

tober 25th pastoral meeting in Craig. 

http://www.BlackwoodQuartet.net
tel:719-260-1151
mailto:Mike@CapArtists.com

