
Missouri River District News 

Missouri River District  

 

 

 

 

 

Please make 

sure to like our 

Facebook page.    
Click on the above icon 

for a direct link. 

December 2016 

Hungry?  Join Clair, 

Lefler or Nehawaka 

for one or all of their 

upcoming dinners! 

 

Clair Fish Fry 
Friday, December 

2nd, See flyer on sep-

arate page in this 

newsletter.  
—————————————————- 

Lefler Dinners 
2017 dates to be 

announced. 
—————————————————- 

Nehawka Dinners 
Wednesday, Decem-

ber 14th, See flyer on 

separate page in this 

newsletter.  

Missouri River District  

 

2016 Wrap Up — The last of Church Charge Conference Forms and 

Appointive Recommendation Forms should have all been submitted 

by December 1st.  Any churches that have parsonages reports that 

weren’t submitted please do so before the end of 2016.  Any church-

es that  didn’t submit a 2017 budget for approval at Charge Confer-

ence will need to submit one by the end of 2016.   

January 2017 — In January, 2017 ALL CHURCHES are required to en-

ter Yearend Statistics (Table 1, 2, 3) into Ezra.  Please do not wait un-

til the end of January to complete this task.  SPRC Training will also 

be held in January on Saturday the 21st from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at 

Springfield UMC, 480 Main St, Springfield, NE.  We are asking that all 

SPRC Chairs attend.  Pastors and other SPRC committee members 

are welcome to attend as well.   CLICK HERE for a link to signup.   

February 2017 — District Training on Multi-Media in Worship will take 

place on Saturday, February, 18, 2017 at Omaha Living Faith UMC 

from 9AM-4PM.  This event is open to both clergy and laity.  CLICK 

HERE for a link to signup and there is more information with another 

link to signup on a later page.   .   

March 2017 — Missouri River Mashup will take place on Saturday, 

March, 11, 2017 at Bellevue St. James at their new facility located at 

43rd & Capehart from 9:30AM-2:30PM.  This event is open to both 

clergy and laity.  CLICK HERE for a link to signup and there is more 

information with another link to signup on a later page.    

So that we are able to better plan for the district events in January, 

February and March we are asking that this information be communi-

cated with church staff and congregations in a timely manner.  

We are all better when we work together!  Our District Strategy Com-

mittee is brainstorming on some ideas for district projects where 

working together will allow us collectively to be better and offer oppor-

tunities maybe not available to all our district churches without larger 

collaboration.   

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-2017
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-multimedia
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-multimedia
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-missouri
https://www.facebook.com/MissouriRiverDistrict/
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Recap of Bishop Saenz’s visit to the  

Missouri River District  
 

On Tuesday, November 8th, Bishop Saenz spent the day in the Missouri River District.  He started his day 

with a clergy meeting at the Auburn UMC then moved on to another clergy meeting at Omaha Urban Abbey 

and ended his day at Omaha St. Luke for a Laity meeting.  

Some of Bishop Saenz’s opening comments at the meetings were what his first 100 days looks like, what 

he’s looking for and where he sees God’s will in his own life.   

How do I or what do I do for the first 100 days to get off the ground?  To get around to all the dif-

ferent churches and leaders to get a good sense of how God is engaged in our missions field and 

within our churches.  The agenda today is to hear about your ministry, churches, what are you cel-

ebrating – one place you see that is working.  This is about listening to you so I can provide the 

leadership necessary for you.  We’re always in the process of discernment and this is all part of 

the diagnostic work.  See what’s happening, make a judgement & action plan to experience a way 

forward. We’re always in the process of adjusting and making things work that doesn’t leave peo-

ple behind but in a way to bring people to a new place.  

Listening for emerging strengths from our churches and districts.  

Discernment for God’s will in my life is self-centered but to look at it as discernment of the will for 

others and how that effects my life or how I can help others 

Over the course of the conversations at the clergy meetings there were some common themes that 

emerged that included:   

New Visions, Outreach, Youth, Connecting with people in our schools 

Some churches do backpack programs, some have entered mentoring, some have afterschool 

programs. If we reach the children, we’ll probably reach the parent.  When you put your hand on 

the heart of the child you probably touch the parent.  If you want to start a church, start with a 

child.  They are the church in the future and of today.  Focusing on children, we experience new 

energy.  Even in rural communities there’s energy in our churches and this says the community is 

saying our churches are safe places.   

Lay people are stepping up and saying we have a vision and God is calling us to do and be.   

Equip the laity for ministry.  How do we help our laity to discover their gifts and change the world?  

When I was teaching and coaching I had a lot of conversations with those not of the church but 

then as a clergy that became less and less and now it’s several layers down.  How do we rejoice 

and engage our laity in a supportive way?  Provide energy and resources to them.  

Church development….   

We can stay the same or we can move forward, especially in new churches or even churches that 

have existed for a long time as the demographics change.  We can’t grow the church if we don’t 

care about the person sitting next to you on the pew.  

 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Bishop Saenz visit continued: 
Challenges and worries, borders and connectedness, human sexuality issues facing the denomination 

were also discussed.  What is our response to this? 

STAY FOCUSED ON THE MISSION 

Some people want to jump out of the plane and that is their decision but we are pastors to the 

whole church and to the whole community….  Stay focused on the mission.   

When we stop paying our mission shares, we stop supporting new churches, new pastors, new 

leaders, colleges, and missions.  

Know God, Do Ministry, Seek Justice, Proclaim Christ 

... you are “SENT” by the DS….  How can we be the “Sent” one?  Stay focused on the mission. 

As Bishop wrapped up his day at Omaha St. Luke, he addressed those in attendance by saying: 

Great Plains Conference has 17 districts.  Part of the 100 day plan and part of that plan is to get 

to know the road and see the topography, to visit the places where ministry is happening.  I want-

ed to get oriented to the mighty works of God so that we can unify and move forward as a GP con-

ference.  

Lay leadership development very important.  There’s one of me and 100’s of lay leaders.  

Focus on what unifies us, what pulls us together.  

The greatest stake holders are the people in the mission fields that have walked away, said no to 

God, walked away from God.  Our mission is to make it meaningful for them.  

Some questions asked of the bishop at the laity meeting were: 

It took me years to figure out we have to go to the people for evangelism. What can we do for you?   

Stay connected to Christ and discern what God’s call for your life is and when we live that out we 

make disciples for Christ.  All this happens in our local churches by laity in the community….  

WE will never know the difference we’re making in someone’s life.  

What are we going to do together and collectively for this area? 

What do you see as your biggest challenge and how can we pray for you?   

One of my goals is to stop the decline and to find a way to be relevant and to communicate that in 

a life-giving way. People will find hope, freedom, salvation and a relationship with God.  They will 

find their call in life.  It’s not just for the sake of numbers, but that people count….  Acts 1:3 Jesus 

talked about the new kingdom for 40 days and the people thought there ain’t no way this will hap-

pen and then Jesus said you shall receive power.  The people needed the power to become the 

purpose.  What does that world look like that God is calling us to and what is the power that is go-

ing to make that happen?  People saw it and then gave their lives to it in a way that they gave their 

whole being to it.  Our kingdom imagination is too small and it doesn’t captivate our being.   

Some of the greatest resources are sitting in our pews.   

The underutilization of the people’s gifts is sobering.  We have incredible human beings right there 

in front of us and we’re not using them 

We call ourselves United Methodist but yet there seems to be a division locally and nationally.  How do we 

as lay people stop the division?   

Pragmatic option is that an angel would descend from heaven and fix it for us and the Miracle 

Continued on page 4 
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Bishop Saenz visit continued: 
 

option is that people would sit down and talk to each other and solve the problem.  This is what I 

hope to do.  People cannot work by themselves.  In Africa if you ask, “How are YOU doing?”  What 

you are really asking is not how are “YOU” doing but how is your community doing?  If we are do-

ing well, that means, there is a sharing of resources and encouragement of others to be the 

church that God meant them to be.  If we ask, “How are WE doing?” and then if we keep focused 

on that we join together to do the work.  “If you want to go faster, walk by yourself; if you want to 

walk further, walk with a group.” Old African Proverb  

John 4 woman at the well, she puts the water bottle down and she RUNS….  She was free to run.  

How do we put our stuff down so we can run?   

Other questions asked revolved around the unity of the church or the split of the church, refocusing on the 

mission of the church, ministering to our youth through the social issues of the church.  

Bishop’s response was again to “STAY FOCUSED ON THE MISSION.” 

We have a global church and we need to ask, do these cultural understandings of these human 

sexuality issues apply globally or are they more locally (conference, district, or local church).  The 

church is trying to figure all out….  Our past is not a predictor of our future.   

Francis Asbury went back and forth between north and south but he never solved it.  That split the 

church. The church had large looming issues that caused it to split.  I will do what I can to see that 

doesn’t happen.  My job is to look for a different solution to move forward rather than taking sides.  

That’s my approach until we figure it all out.  

We may not resolve the issues for our younger people but we must continue to give them the tools 

to do their own work and as they encounter Christ they are owning their own faith and decisions.  

Hopefully we will equip them well enough it will sustain their faith despite what we adults do to 

each other.  

 

It was a great day with the Bishop in the Missouri River District and we all look for-

ward to being unified in our work together by “STAYing FOCUSED ON THE MISSION” 



 

 

Staff / Pastor - Parish Relations Committee Training 
 

On Saturday, January 21, 2017 there will be a SPRC District Training ses-

sion held at Springfield UMC in Springfield, NE from 9:00-11:00AM.   

 

District Superintendent Dan Flanagan would request that the SPRC Chair 

from each church attend this training session.  SPRC committee members 

and pastors are welcome to attend as well.   

 

The meeting will start promptly at 9:00 a.m. so please arrive a few minutes 

early to get coffee and a donut before finding your seat.   

 

Please CLICK HERE to RSVP for this event so that we have an idea of how 

many will be attending.   

 

If you have any questions or need help signing up please contact Kris at the 

district office by email at missouririver@greatplainsumc.org or by phone at 

402-934-5441.   
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-2017
mailto:missouririver@greatplainsumc.org


The Missouri River District will be offering two training  

opportunities to the clergy and laity of the district.  

If you are interested in either event, it is not too early to signup.   

 

Multi-Media In Worship  
 

Date: 02/18/2017 (Sat.) 

Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Location: Omaha Living Faith,  

         5310 S 182nd Ave, Omaha, NE  
 

Learn more about using multi-media in worship.  Potential 

topics are tips for buying projectors and screens, sound, pro-

jection software, videotaping sermons, resources available, 

and/or legalities of music and video usage.  
 

There will be no cost for the training and lunch will be provid-

ed although a free will offering will be taken to help defer costs.    
 

Please CLICK HERE to register for the event.  Please register each attendee individually so that we 

have an accurate headcount and each person’s name.  Any questions please contact the district of-

fice.  

 

 

 

 

Missouri River Mashup 
 

Date: 03/11/2017 (Sat.) 

Time: 9:30am - 2:30pm  

Location: Bellevue St. James UMC 

                 43rd & Capehart Road 
 

Join in this free event that is open to all clergy and laity of 

our district to come together as one body for a “Mashup” 

day of fun and learning from district clergy in their area of 

expertise. 
 

Please CLICK HERE to view a list of classes offered and then 

register for one morning and one afternoon the session.   
 

Please register each attendee individually so that we have an accurate headcount and each per-

son’s name.  Any questions please contact the district office.  

Page 6 Missouri River District  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-multimedia
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4eabaf29a2fe3-missouri
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Nancy Tomlinson has three Lectionary Books (years A, B & C) she would 

like to give someone who would like to have them.   

 

This is a large box of books so someone will need to pick them up as they 

cannot be mailed.   

  

Please contact Nancy at Papillion St. Paul 402-339-3308.   
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Tri Community has Peanut Brittle for Sale  

tel:402-339-3308


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If no service times are listed please check with the church directly for service times.  Church 

contact information can be found on the district website at http://www.greatplainsumc.org/

missouririverdistrict  and using the dropdown for church or clergy.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Church Blue Christmas Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Ashland, NE    

Auburn, NE First  4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

Barada  6:00 p.m.  No Services 

Bellevue Aldersgate Saturday, December 17th 

6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Bellevue St James  5:30 p.m. West campus, 7:30 p.m. East 

campus, 11:00 p.m. East campus  

10:00 a.m. East 

campus  

Blair First    

Brock    

Brownville    

Burchard  4:00 p.m. No Services 

Cedar Hill    

DuBois  5:30 p.m. No Services 

Elkhorn Hills  4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m. 

Falls City Bethel  No Service 10:00 a.m. 

Falls City First  3:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m.  

Fremont Calvary    

Fremont First    

Fremont First    

Gretna    

Hispanic Ministries    

Hooper Faith    

Humboldt, NE    

Johnson, NE    

Julian    

Kennard Grace  5:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 

Louisville, NE First    

Mynard Liberty    

Nebraska City First  6:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

Nehawka   6:00 p.m.  

Nemaha    

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict


Missouri River District Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services Continued 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 Missouri River District  

Church Blue Christmas Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Omaha Clair Memorial    

Omaha Dietz Memorial    

Omaha Faith-Westwood  3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m.  No Services 

Omaha First Tuesday, December 13 at 

6:00 pm in Mead Chapel 

5:30 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 10:50 a.m. NO 

Faith Studies  

Omaha Grace    

Omaha Hanscom Park    

Omaha Lefler Memorial    

Omaha Living Faith  5:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Omaha Living Hope    

Omaha Maplewood  7:00 p.m. 10:15 a.m. 

Omaha Olive Crest  5:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

Omaha Rockbrook  4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m.  

Omaha St. Andrew's Wednesday, December 21 

7:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

Omaha St. Luke    

Omaha St. Paul Wednesday, December 21 

7:00 p.m. in Roth Chapel 

  

Omaha TRI Community  6:00 p.m.  

Omaha Union Memorial    

Omaha Urban Abbey    

Omaha Urban Abbey    

Omaha Water's Edge Sunday, December 18th – 

6:30 p.m.                                          

Thursday, December 22nd – 6:30 PM                 

Saturday, December 24th - 2:00 p.m., 3:30 

p.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 

 

Papillion St Paul's    

Papillion St Paul's    

Pawnee City  7:00 p.m. Brief 12:00 p.m. 

service followed by 

dinner. 

Plattsmouth First    

Ralston Trinity    

Ralston Trinity    

Rulo  5:00 p.m.  

Springfield First  5:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

Table Rock    

Valley United Faith Com-

munity 

   

Waterloo    

Weeping Water  7:30 p.m.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Listed below are the knows changes for Sunday services on News Years Day.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check with the church directly for any other changes.  Church contact information can 

be found on the district website at http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict  and 

using the dropdown for church or clergy.   
 

 

 

 

 

The Missouri River  
District office  

would like to wish  
everyone in our dis-
trict a very Merry 

Christmas and Joyous 
New Year! 

 
Dr. Dan Flanagan  &  

Kris Eschliman  
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Church New Years Day 

Bellevue St James 10:00 a.m. West campus  

Elkhorn Hills 10:00 a.m. 

Nebraska City First 10:00 a.m. 

Omaha First 10:50 a.m. NO Faith Studies  

Omaha Rockbrook 10:00 a.m. - Wesley's Covenant Service 

Springfield First 10:00 a.m. 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict
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Bellevue St. James Announces  

New Service Times after the holidays 

 
Starting January 8th new worship times take effect as follows: 

 

8:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship at the East campus 

    1501 Franklin Street, Bellevue  

 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship at the East campus and Chil-

dren’s Sunday School at both campuses 

    1501 Franklin Street, Bellevue & 3005 

Golden Hills Blvd. Bellevue  

 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship at the West campus 

    3005 Golden Hills Blvd. Bellevue  

 

11:30 a.m.  Hispanic Worship at the East campus 

    1501 Franklin Street, Bellevue  
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Louisville honors dedicated teacher 

 

 

 
 

Karen Gray has been teaching our pre-

school Sunday School class for 66 years.  

On Sunday, October 30th, we honored her 

by renaming the nursery the Karen Gray 

Nursery Room. The bottom part of the 

plaque reads: 

 

"Thank you for all the years of  

bringing Jesus to Children." 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Nehawka UMC 
 

The Nehawka UMC thanks our many members and friends who donated to 

our Annual Auction on Nov 20th and those who attended and purchased the 

many wonderful items available.  The lunch and auction were a huge suc-

cess and we thank everyone for your support.  
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Cedar Hill UMC 
 

CHRISTMAS BOXES FILLED WITH HOPE! 

 
 Cedar Hill United Methodist Church joined several Ashland churches in an effort to bring the 

message of Jesus to children around the world.   The church members purchased personal care items 

and gifts for 117 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  This is particularly amazing coming from such 

a small church congregation. 

 

 Each box included information about the Cedar Hill Church and the message of the salvation 

Jesus can bring to each child.  It is amazing how much can be packed into a shoebox and how many 

hours and effort go into gathering fun and useful  materials for different ages – 2 to 14 years.   

 

 The energy and planning behind this mission project were provided by Janice Janssen and com-

pleted with help from church members and community volunteers.  The Shoeboxes were dedicated 

during the church service on November 20, 2016, with prayers that each child who receives a box may 

be blessed by it. 

 

 

Pictured are Janice Janssen on the left, Darlene Todd on the right and Eleanor Miller in the back-

ground. 



Upcoming Church Events 
—————————————————- 

Omaha Urban Abbey  - Circle Theater will be presenting a Charlie Brown Christmas Musical at Urban Abbey (1026 Jackson 

St.) on Thursday and Friday evenings at 7:00pm in the month of December, see more information on following pages  in 

this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha Clair Last Fish Fry of 2016 - Friday, December 2nd, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Nebraska City First Christmas Bazaar - Saturday, December 3rd, see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Auburn First UMC Cookie Walk - Saturday, December 3rd, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha St Paul Advent Fair -  Sunday, December 4th, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha Living Hope Cantata - Sunday, December 4th, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha St Paul Special Charlie Brown Christmas Performance -  Sunday, December 11th, see more information on follow-

ing pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Nehawka UMC  -  Wednesday, December 14th, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha First UMC Holiday Piano Soiree -  Friday, December 16th, see more information on following pages in this newslet-

ter. 

—————————————————- 

Nebraska City First Christmas Program -  Sunday, December 18th, see more information on following pages in this news-

letter. 

—————————————————- 

Auburn First UMC Christmas Program - Saturday, December 18th, see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha St Paul Festival of Lessons & Carols -  Sunday, December 18th, see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha St Paul Special Choral Performance -  Sunday, December 18th, see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha Olive Crest Dinner & Dessert Theatre  -  Sunday, December 18th, see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha St. Andrews Live Nativity - Sunday, December 18th, 6-9p.m., see more information on following pages in this 

newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Missouri River District SPRC Training-January, Lay Multi-Media in Worship Training-February, and Missouri 

River Mashup-March - Please see more information on these three events on previous pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 

Omaha First  - March 24-26, 2017, Omaha First  is hosting Sojourner’s Chief Church Engagement Officer, Lisa Sharon 

Harper, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

Ongoing Events: 
—————————————————- 

Omaha First Zumba - Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in The Commons Community Center.  

—————————————————- 

Faith Westwood Tai chi - Mon & Thurs at 1:00PM (finishing at 1:45PM) in the large group room on the upper level.  

—————————————————- 

Wednesday Nehawka Dinners - Wednesday, Dec 14th, see more information on following pages in this newsletter. 

—————————————————- 
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Tai Chi Classes 
 

Offered at  
Omaha Faith Westwood  
4814 Oaks Lane 
Omaha, NE 68137 
402-895-3394 

 

Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00 
(finishing at 1:45 PM).  Class will be in the new Children's 
Ministry large group room on the upper level.  
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Circle Theater will be 

presenting a Charlie 

Brown Christmas Musi-

cal at Urban Abbey 

(1026 Jackson St.) on 

Thursday and Friday 

evenings at 7:00pm in 

the month of Decem-

ber.  Save the date on 

your calendar for chil-

dren or youth event or 

take a fun family day 

out with your Old Mar-

ket Methodist pres-

ence.  Plus the Christ-

mas lights will be 

bright all around us 

and the hot chocolate 

will be ready when you 

come to the Ab-

bey.  More ticket infor-

mation to come. 
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Auburn First UMC 
 

Auburn FUMC's annual Cookie Walk is Saturday, De-

cember 3rd. (You can email the church office at 

churchoffice@auburnneumc.com to get a copy of 

the flyer!) 

 

 

 

 

 

Our children and youth will be presenting a Christmas play 

called "Matt and Lucy's Version Births" on 12/18 at our nor-

mal 10:00 service.  The play is about the differences be-

tween the birth narratives in Matthew and Luke's Gospels, 

and it has lots of delightful music!  

Omaha St. Paul  

 
The Tradition Continues:  A service of Ad-

vent Lessons and Carols will be celebrat-

ed @  10:30 a.m.  Dec 18.   The Choir 

will be joined by special musical guests, 

the Solid Brass Quartet and David 

Schack, organist.  This service, with a 

focus on the prophets, is an adaptation 

of the King’s College Christmas Festival 

of Lessons & Carols.  

 

All are invited to celebrate with The St. Paul 

UMC Choir December 18 at 5:30 p.m.as they 

offer a special choral celebration as part of 

the evening Eucharistic mass at St. Cecilia’s 

Cathedral.  Their music will begin at 5:10 ac-

companied by David Schack at the Martin Pasi 

Organ, ringers from the Joy Bell Choir, Gail Car-

penter Johnson, flute and Darci Gamerl, oboe. 

mailto:churchoffice@auburnneumc.com
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Omaha Olive Crest 

 
Christmas Pageant Dinner Theater - 

Sunday Dec. 18th 11:30 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant Dessert Theater - Sunday Dec. 

18th 4:00 
 

Seating is limited so get your tickets!  

$1.00 per seat, with a free will offering for meal/dessert at each 

Pageant 

 

Written by Lily Jones, Directed by Brenda Jones  
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Pearl Pantry 
 

What are some ways you can help 

keep the Pearl Pantry shelves 

stocked?   

 

Include a few items in your weekly  

grocery shopping.   

 

Grab a Walmart Gift Card. 

 

 
Items that are always needed are: 

Shelves: Peanut Butter, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned Veggies, Canned Fruit, Spa-

ghetti Sauce, Cereal etc.  

 

F r e e z e r :  H o t  D o g s ,  H a m b u r g e r ,  C h i c k e n 

 

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables are also a welcome treat so if your garden or fruit 

trees are doing well and you’ve got more than you can use share it with Pearl Pan-

try. 

 

WALMART gift cards are also a great alternative to food donations as WalMart will price 

match every store in town so Ms. Barb can get what is needed at the best prices.   

 

Donations can be dropped off anytime between 9:30-4:30 Monday-Friday to Ms. Barb at 

the Pearl Pantry.  If you need to make other drop off arrangements please call Ms. Barb 

at 402-614-7452. 

 

You can also mail gift cards directly to Miss Barb at 

the address below or you can mail them to the dis-

trict office and we’ll make sure they get delivered.  

 

Pearl Pantry 

Attn: Barb Greshem 

2919 State Street 

Omaha, NE 68112 
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Camp Fontanelle 

9677 County Road 3 

Fontanelle NE 68044 

 

Camp: (402) 478-4296 

Trent Cell: (402) 459-0686 

Derek Cell: (402) 203-0782 

Jane Cell: (402) 278-0526  

www.campfontanelle.com 

www.facebook.com/

CampFontanelle 

Trent: tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org  

Derek: dbergman@greatplainsumc.org  

Camp/Jane: fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org  

During this season of Advent, we are so grateful for all that 

God has given us. But there are those out there who do 

not feel very grateful. There are children who feel their 

lives are upside down because of family illness, death or 

separation. Children are living without much because of 

the families’ financial situation.  

 

The weekend of December 16th will be a time for chil-

dren/youth to get joy in their life at Christmas Camp out at Camp Fontanelle. Camp Fontanelle is now 

taking registrations and donations for this year's Christmas Camp.  

 

This camp is geared for 9-14 year old's and will be a weekend filled with the love and joy of the Christ-

mas Season. Weather permitting, the campers will experience the joy of zip lining, hear the Christmas 

story and take a Nativity Hike and learn about the life that began in Bethlehem. A visit from Father 

Christmas will be a highlight of the weekend and, of course, there will be the great Camp Fontanelle 

food! 

 

This camp is open to those 9-14 year old's who need some joy in their life. We want all 40 beds to be 

filled! Not only do we need help with purchasing gifts, we need help in identifying kids/youth for this 

wonderful camp.  If you know someone who needs some light in their life, or, if you would like to do-

nate to help support this camp event, or sponsor a camper, please contact: Jane Van Horn, Camp Co-

ordinator- 402-478-4296 or (cell) 402-278-0526. 

 

CLICK HERE to down-

load the Christmas 

Camp Brochure and 

flyer.  

http://www.campfontanelle.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CampFontanelle
http://www.facebook.com/CampFontanelle
mailto:tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:dbergman@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org
http://campfontanelle.com/about-us/downloads/Downloads/Posters-and-Press-Releases/
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Please see the website at biggarden.org for 

more news, upcoming events, resources or vol-

unteer information.   

Epworth brings healing and hope back into the lives of teens and families 

struggling with a variety of problems that threaten their well-being. From 

substance abuse and addiction, behavioral problems and involvement in 

the juvenile justice system, Epworth offers uniquely developed support ser-

vices to the ones they serve, whether in homes of origin, school, residential 

or foster care settings. 

 

Gift cards and donations are always welcomed, and especially this time of 

year, toward Epworth’s many programs. For more information, or to sched-

ule a speaker about Epworth, please contact:  

 

Harrietta Reynolds 

Epworth Partners Coordinator 

Ph: 308-940-0147 or 

Email:  hrepartner@ymail.com 

 

Epworth Village Newsletter on the following two pages.   

biggarden.org
mailto:hrepartner@ymail.com
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7318 Harrison Street 

Ralston, NE 68128 

Phone: 402-934-5441 

Fax: 402-934-5196 
 

Dan Flanagan: 

missouririverds@greatplainsumc.org 

Kris Eschliman: 

missouririver@greatplainsumc.org 
 

Website: www.greatplainsumc.org/ 

                      missouririverdistrict 

 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Friday 

7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

55 Churches and Friendly Congregations! 

 

We serve the eastern area of Nebraska along 

the Missouri River from Blair, NE., south to the 

Nebraska, Kansas border. 

 

Great churches.  

Great leaders.  

Great disciples.  

Transformed world. 

www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict 

United 

Methodist 

Ministries / 

The Big 

Garden 

United Methodist 

Ministries  

5602 Read Street  

Omaha, NE 68152  

 

Website:  

biggarden.org 

 

Office:  

402-898-9862 

 
Hispanic Ministries Omaha 

Community Center New Location 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Hispanic Ministries Community Center has moved 

from their previous location to Omaha Dietz Memorial 

UMC.   
 
The physical address for general mail is  

Hispanic Ministries/Pastor Mariam Peralta de Garcia 

1423 S, 10th St  

PO Box 3684 

Omaha, NE 68103 

Questions please email  

Pastor Mariam at mperalta@greatplainsumc.org  
 
All billing or donations should be sent to the  

Missouri River District  

7318 Harrison St. 

Ralston, NE 68128 

Questions please email Kris at  

missouririver@greatplainsumc.org 

 
Pearl Pantry 

Living Hope UMC 

Please send all 

checks and other 

mail to Pearl Pantry 

or Living Hope UMC 

at: 

 

2919 State St.  

Omaha, NE 68112 
 

Pearl Pantry: 

402-614-7452 

Please make sure to check your individual churches’ links on the main district page to make sure email addresses, web-

site link, Facebook link, worship times, etc. are all correct.  This is important information for visitors who might be looking 

for a place to worship or district and conference staff if they are needing to visit or send communications.   

mailto:missouririverds@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:missouririver@greatplainsumc.org
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict
http://www.biggarden.org
mailto:mperalta@greatplainsumc.org?subject=Hispanic%20Ministries
mailto:missouririver@greatplainsumc.org?subject=Hispanic%20Ministries%20Billing%20

