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Nebraska Medical Center To Treat Third Ebola Patient 
Patient Scheduled To Arrive Saturday 

 
Omaha, Neb – The U.S. State Department has asked Nebraska Medicine – Nebraska 
Medical Center to care for another patient who has contracted the Ebola virus while 
working in West Africa. This patient will be the third patient treated for Ebola in the 
hospital’s Biocontainment Unit since the outbreak began this summer in the West 
African nations of Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia.  

 

The plane transporting this patient was left Sierra Leone at around 10:30 p.m. CST 
Friday night and is scheduled to arrive at approximately 2:00 p.m. CST Saturday.  

 

The medical flight crew with Phoenix Air, the airline transporting the patient, evaluated 
him upon arrival in Sierra Leone. They determined that although he is extremely ill, his 
condition was stable enough for him to make the lengthy flight to Omaha.  

 
“We immediately started preparing the unit and notifying staff members of this 
possibility,” said Dr. Phil Smith, medical director of the Biocontainment Unit at Nebraska 
Medical Center. We’ve obviously been through this a couple of times before so we know 
what to expect.” Dr. Smith added, “Our staff has had a break since treating our last 
patient, so I know we’re ready to go.” 

Although the patient’s exact condition won’t be available until doctors here evaluate him 
after he arrives, information coming from the team caring for him in Sierra Leone 
indicates he is critically ill – possibly sicker than the first patients successfully treated in 
the United States. 

Dr. Rick Sacra was the first patient treated here. He arrived on September 5th and was 
declared Ebola-free on September 25th. The second patient was Ashoka Mukpo, a 
photojournalist employed by NBC News. Mukpo arrived on October 6th and left the 
hospital’s Biocontainment Unit on October 22nd. Both Sacra and Mukpo contracted the 
virus while working in Liberia. 



 

 

In the 24 days since treating Mukpo, doctors and other staff members at Nebraska 
Medicine and the University of Nebraska Medical Center, our academic partner, have 
been educating thousands of other medical professionals and health care facilities on 
the best practices for caring for Ebola patients. This instruction has come in the form of 
on-site visits and online education for both clinicians and the general public, accessible 
via iTunes University and Moodle.com at http://phtc.unmc.edu/moodle/login/signup.php. 

Because of HIPAA regulations, we are unable to share any personal information about 
the patient at this time. We will provide our next update after our medical staff has had 
time to his evaluate the patient's condition and speak to family members. That likey 
won’t happen until Monday. 

 


