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Four Categories of Immigration

∗ Family Based Immigration
∗ Refugee, Asylum, and Other Humanitarian Programs
∗ Employment Based Immigration
∗ Diversity Program



The President’s Legal Authority 
to Take Executive Action on 

Immigration



∗ There are an estimated 11.3 million undocumented 
immigrants present in the U.S.  

∗ DHS has the resources to remove approximately 
400,000 (or 3.5%) of those immigrants each year.  

∗ Thus, DHS must decide in a given year how to 
strategically use its limited enforcement resources 
and against whom.  

∗ Making these decisions is what we call prosecutorial 
discretion.

Prosecutorial Discretion



∗ It is a term that refers to individuals given a low 
enforcement priority designation under an exercise of 
prosecutorial discretion.  This is basically a stay of 
removal.

∗ It is not a visa, it is not permanent residence, and it 
does not provide an independent means to obtain 
permanent residency or citizenship.

∗ The practice of granting deferred action dates back 
several decades.

Deferred Action: What it is and what 
it isn't



Only Congress can pass laws – Congress has 
not passed an immigration bill

On November 20, 2014, President Obama 
announced that he would take executive 
action on immigration

The President is directing federal immigration 
agencies to prioritize their use of resources 

Executive Action and 
Immigration Reform



Expand Deferred Action to include certain 
parents of U.S. citizens and green card holders 
(DAPA)

Expand DACA to eliminate age cap, change date-
of-entry, and extend EAD period to 3 years

End Secure Communities and Replace with 
Priority Enforcement Program

Key parts of the announcement 



The government does not have the resources to 
deport all undocumented people.

Deportation priorities have changed to focus on:

• certain criminal offenders; 
• those who threaten national security; and
• recent immigration violators.

Information about these categories will continue 
to develop.

Revised Enforcement Priorities



Benefits
Protection from deportation 

for 3 year period

Work authorization

Social security number

Driver’s license in some 
states (Not in NE)

May request permission to 
travel abroad

Limitations 

Not a green card or visa

Not a path to citizenship

Discretionary case-by-case 
decision based on DHS 
enforcement priorities

Benefits & limitations of DACA 
& DAPA



An estimated 4.4 million parents 
of U.S. citizens and LPRs

An estimated 290,000 more 
people eligible for DACA

Numbers of people protected



Parent of a U.S. citizen or permanent resident (green card 
holder), as of November 20, 2014;

Continuously resided in the U.S. since January 1, 2010;

Physically present in the U.S. on November 20, 2014 and at 
the time of request;

No lawful status as of November 20, 2014

Deferred action for parents of US Citizens 
and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA)



Certain criminal offenses; terrorist or gang activity; 
and/or recent deportation orders may disqualify one 
and/or expose one to removal proceedings.

It is important that people obtain legal counseling to 
find out if their criminal or immigration record affects 
their eligibility.

Criminal record or a recent 
removal order



∗ Entered U.S. before age 16
∗ Currently at least 15 years old (unless in removal 

proceedings)
∗ Continuously resided in U.S. since January 1, 2010
∗ Currently in school, have graduated from high school, 

or obtained a GED, or been honorably discharged 
from the Coast Guard or U.S. Armed Forces

∗ Not have a disqualifying criminal conviction
∗ Not be a danger to national security or public safety

General DACA Requirements:



• The President removed the DACA guideline about being born on or after June 
16, 1981. This means you cannot be too old to qualify for DACA as long as you 
entered the U.S. before turning 16-year-old and you meet the other 
guidelines.

No age cap: 

•Now people who have lived here since January 1, 2010 and meet the other 
guidelines will qualify for DACA.

How long one must have lived in the U.S. to qualify has 
changed: 

Expanded DACA
What does the President’s announcement mean for DACA?



• Starting November 24, 2014, new first-time and renewal applicants will 
receive deferred action and work permits for 3 years instead of 2

Three-year DACA grants

Expanded DACA
What does the President’s announcement mean for DACA?



Parents of U.S. citizens and 
green cardholder

• Application process to 
open within 180 days (by 
May 2015)

Expanded DACA

• Application process to 
open within 90 days (by 
February 2015)

When can one apply?

The application process is NOT open yet 



- Complete application form (not yet available)
- At least a $465 fee (no waivers;  very limited 

fee exemptions)
- Fingerprinting and background check

What we know about the 
application process



How DACA/DAPA will effect 
Nebraska and Kansas



An estimated 12,300 parents of 
U.S. citizens and LPRs

An estimated 7,000 more 
people eligible for DACA

Numbers of people eligible in 
Nebraska



An estimated 30,000 
individuals living in 
Kansas could be eligible 
for the new benefits

Numbers of people eligible in Kansas



∗ Nebraska is now the only state in the country to deny 
driver’s licenses to children granted deferred action 
under the DACA program.  

∗ Ironically, non-DACA deferred action grantees 
continue to receive their driver’s licenses.  

∗ Legislative, executive, and judicial fixes are being 
explored within the advocacy community.  

DACA/DAPA and Driver’s Licenses
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