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Our Social Principles on HIV&AIDS 

HIV & AIDSHIV & AIDS  

All individuals living with HIV 
and AIDS should be treated 
with dignity and respect. 

We affirm the re-
sponsibility of the 
Church to minister 
to and with these 
individuals and their 
families regardless 
of how the disease 
was contracted.  

We support their 
rights to employ-
ment, appropriate 

medical care, full participation 
in public education, and full 
participation in the Church.  

We urge the Church to be 
actively involved in the preven-
tion of the spread of AIDS by 
providing educational opportu-
nities to the congregation and 
the community.  

The Church should be avail-
able to provide counseling to 
the affected individuals and 
their families. 

—United Methodist 2008 Book of Discipline  

III. The Social Community ¶162  
U) “Persons Living with HIV & AIDS” 

We affirm the  
responsibility  
of the Church  
to minister to  
and with these  
individuals and 

their families. 

P 
ersons diagnosed as positive for Human Immune  
Virus (HIV) and with Acquired Immune Deficiency  
Syndrome (AIDS) often face rejection from their  

families and friends and various communities in which they 
work and interact. In addition, they are often faced with  
a lack of adequate health care, especially toward the end  
of life. 

Read reflectively 

Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with 
contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel 
of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. (Galatians 4:14) 

Reflect prayerfully 

Regrettably, people living with AIDS experience levels of discrimi-
nation and stigma. We, as people of faith, must work to eradicate all 
stigma and love those who suffer with HIV & AIDS. Jesus calls us 
to love our neighbors, heal the sick and care for the widows and 
orphans. Let us pray for insight and strength to offer care and com-
passion to those living with HIV and their loved ones. 

Pray responsively 

Gentle Healer, use me to bring your love and healing touch to those 
who suffer from the effects of HIV and AIDS. Help me to comfort 
the afflicted and the lonely. 

Respond justly 

Acts of Mercy 

Offer financial and spiritual support to those suffering from HIV 
or AIDS in your community. 

Support the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund, Advance Spe-
cial # 982345 and the AIDS Orphan Trust: Advance # 982842  

Acts of Justice 

Offer HIV screening and education programs in your  
community. 

Go on a mission trip to an area greatly impacted by the AIDS 
pandemic.  Partner with a local church there to provide  
on-going assistance. 

The United Methodist Church is responding justly: 

The General Board of Church & Society produced a  
document that details the UMC’s response to the global  
AIDS crisis. The document, Response of The United  
Methodist Church to the Global AIDS Pandemic, is  
available for download at http://www.umc-gbcs.org. 


