
Great Plains United Methodist Disaster Response Ministry 
Phone: 785-272-9111 Email: htapley@greatplainsumc.org 

 

Basic Disaster 101: This is an introduction to the world of disasters and what happens 

immediately following one.  You will learn how you can assist in various ways as we provide a 

Christian presence of care and compassion. 

 

Early Response Training: Individuals 18 years and older who complete an 8 hr. UMCOR 

training, Safe Gatherings and Verified Volunteers are eligible to provide hope and a Christian 

presence in the times of disasters.  Tasks may include yet are not limited to: tarp holes in roofs to 

help prevent further damage; muck out (clean out) homes after flooding; remove debris from 

inside and on the outside of homes; and assisting with sandbagging and moving items to higher 

ground prior to a flood. There is a minimum of 7 individuals to hold a training.   

 

Active Shooter Awareness: Striving to live in a more excellent way, we desire to be people who 

do not live in fear, yet to be confident in our response if ever faced with such an incident.  We 

look at the Run-Hide-Fight Method and talk about the role Radical Hospitality may play in 

defusing a situation.  60% of active shooter incidents end before police arrive.   

 

Connecting Neighbors: If we were to embrace stewardship of our church family and church 

property in advance of emergencies, we might be the engineers of new beginnings in our 

communities, the source of hope for ourselves and the visible evidence of our commitment to be 

the hands and feet of God’s ministry on earth.  We can help you make this a reality with the 

assistance of UMCOR material!  

• Module 1: Ready Congregants focuses on preparing individuals and families to be 

disaster ready.   

• Module 2: Ready Churches emphasizes the importance of protecting church property 

and the people within the property, before and immediately following a disaster, and of 

appropriate use of church property in disaster response.   

• Module 3: Ready Response encourages churches to explore their capacities for various 

disaster response ministries and to consider ways to engage the community.   

Until Help Arrives, Stop the Bleed: learn life-saving techniques to provide aid to someone until 

medical help arrives.  

Church Security and Safety Assessment: initial assessment to provide safety to all who enter 

your facilities.  Homeland Security Grant opportunity for faith-based facilities to enhance 

security.  

National Flood Insurance Program: dive into a closer look at what is available to protect your 

home.   

 

These are the highlights of each training offered.  To schedule one or more of these trainings, 

contact Rev. Hollie Tapley, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator at 785-272-9111 or 

htapley@greatplainsumc.org 


