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Certificate in Practical Ministry Applications Due for May Term Courses - March 31

The Perkins Certificate in Practical Ministry is a continuing education track designed for non-credit students looking for 
specialized training in relevant, applicable, practical knowledge that informs and empowers their life-long spiritual journey 
and ministry. This program consists of five two-hour graduate-level courses that will equip students for specialized practical 
ministry in their church or community context. Courses will be held during May and January Terms. Applications for May 
courses are due March 31, 2022. Email theoexternalprograms@smu.edu or call 214-768-3664 to learn more.

May 2022 Courses and Meeting Dates:
UM Studies – May 19-21, 2022
Engaging Theology – May 23-27, 2022
Models of Evangelism – May 23-27, 2022
Ministry with Youth – May 23-27, 2022
Disability Theology and Ministry – May 23-27, 2022

Angela Gorrell

Perkins Summit for Faith and Learning Keynote Lecture:
“The Gravity of Joy” - 7 p.m. March 25

Gain insights on the complexities of joy from minister, theologian and scholar, Rev. Dr. Angela 
Gorrell. Hear how her research with Yale University’s “Theology of Joy and the Good Life Project” 
and her ministry to women in prison deeply impacted her work and her personal struggles with grief. 
Dr. Gorrell offers a fresh perspective on joy in light of the sobering social issues we face today. Both 
in-person and virtual attendance are free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be available 
for in-person guests at Elizabeth Perkins Prothro Hall. Visit smu.edu/perkins/summit to register.

“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Pulpit!” 
Preaching and Humor Workshop - April 25

Explore the use of humor in sermons as more than a means for entertainment and 
laughter. Learn to harness the power of humor in its various forms and functions 
with the Director of The Perkins Center for Preaching Excellence, Rev. Dr. Alyce 
McKenzie and Dr. Owen Hanley Lynch of Meadows School of the Arts - SMU. 
Give your congregation a deeper, more challenging and delightful engagement of 
God’s good news. Visit pcpe.smu.edu to learn more and register.

Alyce McKenzie Owen Hanley 
Lynch

Reboot Youth Ministry Micro Grant Application Due - May 16

Reboot Youth Ministry Initiative is dedicated to equipping churches with an 
innovative, integrated, “whole church” approach to youth ministry. Churches using 
our free Reboot Starter Guide can apply for a Micro Grant of up to $2,000 to fund 
their work. Visit rebootyouthministry.com/ to learn more.
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Certificate in Spiritual Direction 
August Cohort, Applications Due - 
June 30

Become a mentor in the Christian way of life and 
help others find the movement of the Holy Spirit in 
their lives. Every April and August new CSD cohorts 
are formed. Learn more by visiting smu.edu/perkins/
csd or by calling 214-768-3664.

35th Annual Conference of the Professions - May 27

The Conference of the Professions brings together professionals from the fields of law, medicine and 
theology in the Dallas area to discuss common challenges — ethical and otherwise — facing these 
professions. Join us to learn from keynote speaker Christine Emba, a contributor to The Washington 
Post, and a panel of distinguished leaders and scholars from the fields of law, medicine and 
theology. This year’s lecture and discussion will focus on the topic, “Mis- and Disinformation in the 
Professions: Vaccines, Voting and Virtue.” This annual half-day conference is a collaboration between 
the Dallas County Medical Society, Dallas Bar Association, SMU Maguire Center for Ethics & Public 
Responsibility, SMU Dedman School of Law, SMU Perkins School of Theology and the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. Continuing education units are awarded upon request. Email 
maguire_ethics@smu.edu for additional information.

Christine Emba

Testimony HQ Cohort Number Two 
Applications Due - June 20

Testimony HQ is a new grant-funded program at Perkins 
School of Theology that is dedicated to teaching churches 
how to share their God stories in warm, inviting ways to 
connect with their cultures and communities — to wed words with actions. The Testimony HQ team is organizing 
cohorts of churches to work and learn together to harness the power of testimony as a means for engaging their 
congregation and community as a whole. Applications are being accepted through June 20 for the next cohort. If you 
would like to be a part of this exciting new initiative and engage with their coaches and teachers, contact them today 
at testimonyhq@.smu.edu or visit testimonyhq.com to learn more. 



Perkins Certificate in Practical Ministry

Reboot Youth Ministry Initiative

New specializations are being developed to deepen your ministry.

Youth ministry restarts here.
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The Perkins Certificate in Practical Ministry is a continuing education 
track designed for non-credit students looking for specialized training 
in relevant, applicable, practical knowledge that informs and empowers 
their life-long spiritual journey and ministry. 

This program consists of five, two-hour graduate-level courses that 
will equip students for specialized practical ministry in their church 
or community context. Student studies include three core courses 
in theology, Bible, and leadership and two additional courses in 
specialized instruction to fulfill each unique certificate. Courses will 
be held during January and May Terms. For more information email 
theoexternalprograms@smu.edu or call 214-768-3664.

Thanks to generous support from the Lilly Endowment, the Reboot team of 
Perkins School of Theology is here to bring a new approach to youth ministry 
— one that involves the whole church and that integrates work with youth 
into the life of the congregation. If your church is ready to be innovative, we 
can help you customize a plan that maximizes the particular gifts and mission 
of your people. 

Get your congregation thinking, discussing, and praying about youth 
ministry. Where have you been? Where do you want to be headed? Our free, 
downloadable Reboot Starter Guide has been developed to put you on a 
path to imagine, dream, and plan a new approach to youth ministry that is 
as unique as your church. Visit rebootyouthministry.com to learn more and 
download your free Starter Guide. 

Certificate Concentrations 
for 2022-2023:
• Ministry with Children
• Disability Theology and Ministry
• Evangelism
• Christian Spirituality
• Ministry with Young Adults
• Ministry with Youth
• Faith Formation

Future Certificate Concentrations 
Under Consideration:
• Ministry on the Margins
• Sexuality and the Church
• Urban Ministry
• Women’s Studies

Called to Serve. Empowered to Lead.
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Testimony HQ: Testimony as Community Engagement
Creating thriving congregations by sharing stories of God’s presence in our lives.

A seismic shift in church culture is currently emerging across the country: the integration of testimony as a means of 
community engagement. Perkins School of Theology is embracing this moment by helping congregations in the region 
thrive with their newest grant initiative, Testimony HQ.

Christians telling stories about how and where they experience God’s activity in their life is “life-giving,” writes Brian 
McLaren. “When people see how others are discerning the presence of God in their lives, they are inspired to do the same.” 
Thanks to generous funding from the Lilly Endowment, Priscilla Pope-Levison and Bart Patton have launched the 
Testimony HQ program to increase the practice of testimony as community engagement both inside and outside the 
church. 

Testimony HQ will introduce and foster the practice of testimony in 30 churches (10 cohorts per year for three years) 
within a 350-mile radius of Dallas. By generating safe havens where Christians learn how to express to others their 
understanding of God’s movement in their lives, this program will help Perkins School of Theology to extend the breadth 
and depth of its stated mission, to prepare women and men for faithful leadership in Christian ministry.

If you are curious about this venture – adventure! – into testimony as community engagement, we invite you to contact us 
through our website at testimonyhq.com. We welcome your questions and encourage you to apply in May of 2022 for our 
second cohort.

The community needs your story

SMU PERKINS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
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