
The Angie Newman Award

Background 
Angie Newman (1833-1910) was a Nebraska woman of faith and remarkable 
character whose involvement expressed her concern for women and children. 
She was active at many levels in the Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC), the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the MEC, the Woman’s Home Missionary 
Society of the MEC and the WCTU. In 1888, Angie was the first woman elected as 
a delegate to General Conference. While she and other women were denied 
seats on the floor, they made their presence known and worked so that women 
would have the privilege of voice and vote at General Conference. 

In 2000, Bishop Joel Martinez established the Angie Newman Award to recognize 
a Nebraska laywoman whose contribution to the church has been outstanding 
and reflective of the spirit and memory of Angie Newman. This award now 
encompasses the entire Great Plains Conference. 

Purpose 
The Angie Newman Award is to honor a laywoman of the Great Plains Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) whose contribution to the church and the community is an example of the spirit of 
Angie Newman. The ministry of the recipient should demonstrate commitment, compassion and a sense of 
justice for all people, especially women, youth and children. 

Guidelines 
Nominees for the Angie Newman Award should be: 

• A member of the UMC for at least 10 years

• Active in her local church, assuming responsibilities that show concern for the church today
and in the future and that encourage the growth of others, especially women, youth and
children. [For example, serving in leadership positions and/or on a variety of committees,
participating in the education, youth and/or UMW programs]

• Active in at least one of the following: another level of the church (district, conference,
jurisdictional or general), ecumenical organizations and/or community organizations
demonstrating her concern for her neighbors, her church and her community and working
to improve the status of women, youth and children.

• One who promotes and educates about the human rights of women and children and
works to safeguard these rights through her presence and voice.

• One who through her service has contributed to the growth of the church and the
betterment of the world.

To nominate someone for the Angie Newman award, send a letter detailing how the laywoman has worked to 
meet the above guidelines. The letter must be signed by the person making the nomination and the 
laywoman’s local pastor. Contact information for both should also be provided. 

Deadline: Saturday, March 31, 2018 
Submit nominations via email (preferred) to Carolyn 
May at cmay@greatplainsumc.org. Nominations can 
also be submitted by U.S. Mail to Carolyn May, 1128 
Terrace Dr., Colby, KS 67701-3508. 
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