
Rev. Tom Albin 
Tom Albin is passionate about prayer and the spiritual vitality that 
comes from it. Recently retired from serving as Dean of The Upper 
Room Chapel for 20 years, Tom continues to pursue the request of the 
first disciples who asked Jesus, "Lord, teach us to pray."  
 
Tom is committed to helping others come to know Jesus Christ and 
grow into the mature, life-giving, joyfilled, people God created us to 
be. He sees evangelism and discipleship as the natural consequences of 
our life in Christ and the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in us. He is 
convinced that “every believer has the desire and ability to ‘grow in 
grace’ unless his/her spiritual growth and development is hindered by the absence of spiritual 
‘parents’, inadequate spiritual ‘food’, and an opportunity for regular spiritual ‘exercise’. 
Therefore, Tom offers spiritual guidance to individuals, small groups, local churches, and 
denominations. 
 
Tom Albin grew up on a family farm in western Kansas, attended a one-room school for the 
first six years of his elementary education and graduated from Quinter High School in 1969. 
He attended Ottawa University for two years before he transferred to Oral Roberts University 
where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree Magna Cum Laude in 1973. After serving as a 
full-time youth director at First United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, he answered 
God's call to ministry, completed his Master’s Degree at Fuller Theological Seminary. In 
1978 Tom began his work work on a Ph.D. in Ecclesiastical History at the University of 
Cambridge in England. 
 
In 1982, Albin returned to Oklahoma, serving as an associate pastor in a church of more than 
5,000 members. In 1987 Tom joined the faculty of Boston University School of Theology, 
where he taught courses in American church history, Wesleyan studies, evangelism, and 
church growth. The following year, he accepted the invitation to develop a program in 
Christian Spiritual Formation at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. In 1999 
he joined the staff of The Upper Room in Nashville, TN. In that capacity, he led the Prayer 
Ministry for the UMC General Conferences in 2012, 2016, and the “Day of Prayer” before 
the 2019 Special Session. In October 2020, Tom retired from The Upper Room and in 2021 
he retired from the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
 
Tom has authored or contributed to numerous books, articles, online courses, and reference 
works. Tom and his wife, Maryle, have three married daughters and eight grandchildren.  
 
For additional information, contact Rev. Tom Albin via email (talbin5151@gmail.com), text, 
or mobile phone (615.500.5741). 


