
The new name for the Joint Called Clergy Session is intended to more 
precisely name this gathering as a time of fellowship as well as a time 
of enhanced understanding of each person’s particular call to ministry. 
The goal of the meeting is to inspire pastors and clergy to new levels of 
commitment while at the same time offering practical advice for how 
pastors and clergy can inspire their congregations’ members to take 
ownership of local church discipleship. 

Orders and Fellowship

The Rev. Dr. Robert Martin, dean of Wesley 
Theological Seminary located in Washington D.C., is 
the featured presenter. His messages focus on how to 
be an effective pastoral leader in everyday ministry.

Martin brings a deep understanding of 
theological education, spiritual formation and church 
leadership to our meeting. He is an ordained elder 
in the Missouri Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. He also is the former Lovett H. 

Weems Jr. associate professor of church leadership and practical theology 
at Saint Paul School of Theology. While at Saint Paul, he taught classes in 
Missouri, Liberia, Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Korea. He 
served as an assistant professor of religious education at Yale Divinity 
School from 1994-2000. He holds three advanced degrees from Princeton 
Theological Seminary and Harvard University Divinity School.  

He has also served as a consultant for Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), Presbyterian, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, in addition 
to his work with United Methodist Churches. Building upon his work in 
academia, Martin has spent many years working with churches to help 
them grow. His experience in the church exceeds the diversity we find in 
the new Great Plains United Methodist Conference. He will help us define, 
“Who is our neighbor?” 

Tuesday, January 14
1:00-3:45 p.m.  Check-in, Narthex, West Building
2:30-3:30 p.m.  Bishop’s Reception, Narthex
4:00 p.m.  Opening Worship, with Communion, Sanctuary
   with Bishop Scott Jones preaching
5:00 p.m.  Welcome, Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.  Supper (for all), Narthex, 2207 & 2209
7:00 p.m.  Rev. Dr. Robert Martin, 
   “The Incarnational Drive of Your Ministerial  

   Leadership,” Sanctuary

Wednesday, January 15 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary with
   Rev. Ralph Gaines preaching,    
9:15 a.m.  Workshop # 1 
10:15 a.m.  Break  
10:45 a.m.  Workshop # 2  
11:45 a.m.  Lunch for all onsite, Narthex, 2207 & 2209
1:00 p.m.  Orders Meeting
   (Elders in Sanctuary
   Local Pastors, CLM’s, DSA’s and Associate Members  
   in Student Center
   Deacons in 2202)
2:00 p.m.  Break
2:30 p.m.  Rev. Dr. Robert Martin, “Evocative Leadership”,   
   Sanctuary  
3:30 p.m.  Discussion about Covenant, Sanctuary
4:20 p.m.  Break
4:50 p.m.  Response to Questions, Sanctuary
5:20 p.m.  Introduction of Staff, Announcements
5:30 p.m.  Adjournment

Thursday, January 16
9:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Robert  Martin, 
   “Evoking Communities of Greater Ministerial
   Practice,” Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.  Closing Worship, Sanctuary 
   with Rev. Nanette Roberts preaching

Schedule of Events



There are two workshop opportunities during this meeting. Attendees 
will choose two of 10 different topics to explore in greater depth. The 
workshops will be led by our own respected colleagues who have 
experience in the given topical area assigned. Here is a list of the speakers 
and their topics:

“Suited for Service” — Rev. Tom Mattick, Director of Clergy 
Wellness, LLC, Desert Southwest Annual Conference 
This workshop explores the multiple aspects of wellness: 
physical, spiritual, emotional and social and helps clergy 
discover how to be optimally Suited for Service.

“Centering Prayer: Letting Go and Letting Be” — 
Rev. Donald Bredthauer, retired United Methodist pastor and 
certified spiritual director
Bredthauer will present and lead the group in centering 
prayer, a practice that is both a relationship with God and a 
discipline that fosters our relationship with God as disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

“Abiding in the Spirit: The Necessity of Contemplative 
Prayer to Incarnational Leadership” — Dr. Robert Martin, 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.
A frenetic pace and swirling activity usually increases 
anxiety and decreases effectiveness. The most effective 
spiritual leaders and the most healthy communities are 
deeply contemplative. Learn how contemplation is a 
fundamental discipline. 

“Prophetic Preaching (or how NOT to get run out of 
town on your second Sunday!)” — Rev. Carol Windrum, 
recently retired director of the Nebraska Conference Risk-
Taking Mission and Justice Ministries
Drawing upon real experiences of Kansas and Nebraska 
pastors, we will explore how to be faithful, prophetic voices 
and leaders in church and community.

“Understanding How Theology and Tradition Shape 
our Activity of Leadership” — Rev. Dr. Dustin Petz, 
Goodland United Methodist Church
How do our convictions of God and the traditions of our 
faith shape our leadership and use of pastoral authority? 
In this workshop, we will engage ways to appropriately 
deploy our pastoral authority so that we can effectively 
exercise leadership in our congregations and communities.

“Today’s Top Ten Practices” — Rev. Dr. Clayton L. Smith, 
Executive Pastor of Generosity and Stewardship, Church of 
the Resurrection
Want to learn best practices for year-round stewardship 
and generosity ministry? Learn the importance of teaching 
biblical faith in uncertain financial times. A case study of 
Resurrection’s 2013 campaign also will be presented.

“Standing at the Crossroads … ” — Jamie Norwich 
McLennan, Lincoln New Visions Community United 
Methodist Church
Robert Frost wrote the poem “The Road not Taken” and 
said: “Two roads diverged … I took the one less traveled 
by/and that has made all the difference.” Explore how a 
covenanted community can assist in your discernment process.

“Outreach: from a Small Church in a Small Town” — 
Rev. Micki McCorkle, Great Plains Small Membership 
Church Ministries
Explore outreach to various constituents – youth, young 
families, Spanish speakers, middle adults, older adults, the 
working poor and others. What are the unique needs of 
each group? How do we connect with them in meaningful ways?

“Becoming an Evangelizing Church” — Dr. Henry H. (Hal) 
Knight III, Donald and Pearl Wright Professor of Wesleyan 
Studies, Saint Paul School of Theology
Examine three critical questions for the local church: 1) 
How do we reach out to share our faith? 2) How do we 
become welcoming and inviting? 3) How do we enable 
people to enter into a relationship with God and the life of 
the Christian community?

“Biblical Wisdom for Daily Ministry” — Dr. Harold 
Washington, Hebrew Bible Professor, Saint Paul 
School of Theology
The Hebrew Scriptures are full of storytelling. Learn how 
Biblical wisdom found in these stories can impact your 
daily ministry of strenghtening your local church
in its discipleship.

Register online at www.greatplainsumc.org/OF2014Register before Jan. 
3, 2014, to avoid a $25 late fee. Please note “Your Health is Worth It,” a 
preconference session sponsored by the Area Health and Wellness Committee 
and the United Methodist Health Ministry Fund, will be held from 12-3 p.m. on 
Tuesday (limited to 200). The final deadline is Jan. 7.

Child care will be provided on site. Deadline for childcare registration is Dec. 1. 
www.greatplainsumc.org/OF2014Childcare


