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Seanne Emerton is a licensed marriage and family therapist, a licensed independent mental 

health practitioner and a life skills coach. She is a life-long United Methodist coming from 

generations of Methodists, including a few ancestors who were circuit riders. Seanne’s 

undergraduate degree is in religion from Nebraska Wesleyan University. She had wanted to 

attend seminary and was accepted into Yale Divinity’s pastoral care program following 

graduation in 1976. However, at that time she chose marriage instead (and couldn’t yet think 

outside the box on how to do both!) She went on to obtain her master’s degree in counseling. 
Seanne enjoys serving at her local church and she and her husband, Tom, enjoy “joint 

memberships” in both their local church and their home- away- from -home church in the Old Market of Omaha 

where they are active at Urban Abbey. 
 

Seanne founded Family Resources of Greater Nebraska in 1991 and still enjoys her work as a strength-based 

therapist and a life skills coach. She is especially interested in spirituality and health and the study of resilience. 

Seanne enjoys working with United Methodist clergy and looks forward to sharing the time with you in April. 

 

 
Rev. David A. Dodge holds a bachelor’s degree in behavioral sciences and master’s degrees in 
intercultural studies and Christian education, all from Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee, 
which nurtured Christian students until it closed in 1988. Dodge also did additional graduate 
work in educational psychology, focusing on moral and faith development, at the University of 
Florida. He was consecrated as a diaconal minister in 1977 in the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference, and ordained as a deacon in 1997 in the Florida Conference. 
 

Dodge has served throughout Florida in a myriad of ways including Director of Christian 
Education at St. Mark UMC in Pensacola; Director of Children and Youth Ministries at First 

United Methodist Church in Coral Gables; Minister of Program and Administration at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Gainesville; Executive Director of the Center for Clergy Excellence 
of the Florida Conference; and Assistant to the Bishop of the Florida Conference, before retiring 
in 2016. Dodge also has served as a director on the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, and currently serves as a director on the General Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women. He is also a trained facilitator for the Center for Courage and Renewal. 

 

 
 Reverend Doctor Charlotte McGruder Abram is the daughter of the late Fred and Pauline 

McGruder. In 1989 she graduated with a Masters of Divinity from Saint Paul School of 

Theology in Kansas City, Missouri.  
She was the first African American woman to be ordained elder in the former Nebraska 

Conference of the UMC, and received an honorary doctorate from Nebraska Wesleyan 

University in Lincoln, NE.  She has pastored a variety of congregations, both large and small, 

African American, European American and multi- cultural congregations.    
Charlotte has served on General and Jurisdictional Conference delegations, numerous 

national, regional, district and community boards. She has been a part of Omaha Together One Community, a 

community organizing effort and the district mission agency since their inception. She is an active mentor to 

several youth and young adults. 

 
In retirement she serves as the Christian Education Director at Living Hope, a mission congregation in northeast 

Omaha.  She also learns from and enjoys organizing prayer and spiritual renewal retreats. 


