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√ Pastoral/Ministerial 
Leadership Assess-

ments due May 15th. 

√  Wednesday, June 13, 
to Saturday, June 16, 

2018  

(Registration for An-
nual Conference will 
be available on the 

website in early 
April).   

√   NUMB ride June 23  
- June 27.   

√  Fund Balance Re-
ports  due June 30th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 

 Beanie Babies donations are 

being collected at the Elkhorn 

Valley District Office for a Mis-

sion Project with the Laurel/

Logan Center UMC Churches.  

Please have any donations to the 

District Office by Friday, April 

20th, to be included in the 1st shipment.  See 

details inside this issue. 

 Books, Books, Books!  Eldon and the District 

Office, have been cleaning and have some 

books compiled that are being offered for free 

to anyone that can benefit from the resources.   

You may feel free to stop by 

the District Office Monday 

through Friday 8 a.m. till 

noon, and 1 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

to see if there is anything 

that you could use. 
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 I want to continue to reflect on some of the learn-

ings I have had over the years. This is a continuation of 

what I started with my first post. If you have not read that, 

you can catch it either at the Facebook page of Elkhorn 

Valley or on my blog at reveldon.blogspot.com. I wanted 

to share three more insight that I have had this month 

which is post-Easter. You can feel free to add your 

thoughts either on the Facebook page or my blog. I would 

be curious if you find the thoughts helpful for you and 

maybe ideas of how this could be applied to the church. 

Anyway, here goes. 

 The one insight which continues to be debated in 

our society and even in churches is how to respond to vio-

lence. Many advocate for the concept of preventative vio-

lence to counter the fear of further violence. Sometimes 

this becomes so heated that we move away from what Je-

sus says about violence and what Paul says using scripture 

from the Hebrew scriptures. Jesus in the gospel of Matthew 

in the Sermon on the Mount chapter 5:38-42 discusses that 

when one strikes you that you should not retaliate in the 

same manner. He goes on to say in 5:43-48 to love uncon-

ditionally even one’s enemies. Paul using Proverbs 25:21-

22 speaks of not returning evil for evil in Romans 12:18-

21. “Don’t be defeated by evil but defeat evil with good.” 

Throughout history violence usually begets violence. We 

struggle in our own lives as to how to live true to what Je-

sus and Paul talks about and yet not be anxious or fearful. I 

am not sure I have the answer. There are several concerns 

regarding this issue and it is more than 2nd Amendment 

rights. It is more than gun control or extensive background 

checks. It is more than mental illness. It is all of these and 

more about where is the line between individual rights and 

the rights of society to live without fear of another massa-

cre or to go about peacefully without anxiety. 

 Another reflection deals with the tension between 

individual rights and wisdom and the collective rights and 

wisdom. Many have talked about the issues of individual-

ism and collectivism. Robert Putman wrote in “Bowling 

Alone,” about the changes that appear to be happening in 

our society regarding the shift to more individualistic 

thinking and acting. Perhaps this is 

not so new as the debate in church 

has centered on individual salvation 

versus salvation for a people. Amit-

ai Etzioni wrote a book on “The 

New Golden Rule: Community and 

Morality in a Democratic Society.” 

His focus is on the need for com-

munity rather than the focus on in-

dividualism. Either extreme of this 

continuum is problematic. Individualism in the extreme 

can be if it feels good go ahead and do it thinking. It be-

comes all about the person regardless of the effect on oth-

ers. It is self-centered. It can become at the extreme, narcis-

sism. Our disengaged society seems to be present in many 

areas of church, nation, and the world. The other extreme 

is the collective. This can lead to group think. One must 

conform to the group identity. These groups have rigid 

boundaries and often spend time scapegoating those who 

are different then they are. These can be cults and extrem-

ists. Healthy relationships are somewhere between the ex-

tremes where there is a healthy sense of self and caring for 

others.  

 The last insight for this time is that there are no 

failures only learnings. The key to this is learning. So 

many times, people or churches do the same thing over and 

over expecting something different to happen. The thought 

is that this time it will work only to find out that nothing 

changes. So even though we found ways that it did not 

work, are we learning? I spend time thinking about what 

has not worked for me and I have found in my life that I 

have lost sight of why I am doing what I do. I believe the 

focus on our lives, the life of the church, and even in our 

community needs to have a better understanding of the 

why. Why leads us to what is my and our mission in this 

time and place. When we can see the why, the vision of 

what we are doing becomes clearer. When the why and 

vision are aligned, the how becomes more evident. It 

seems that at times we want to short cut the work of find-

ing the why and go to the how we are going to do what we 

want to do. It seems the idea of doing the same thing over 

and over without the learning what is needed will not make 

a difference or lead to change. Or we try to do things with-

out reflecting on why we are doing this. it is not a question 

of doing things just because others are doing this. It is 

about first spending time processing the why and the how 

and what will follow. 

 So much for this. Look forward to next month.    
     

Eldon  

From the District  

Superintendent, 

elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 
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Nearing $1 million mark, NUMB rides for 23rd time 
June 23-27 

NUMB, the Nebraska United Methodist Bike Ride for Hunger, is in its 23rd year of making a 

difference in the lives of those who are hungry. This year’s ride is scheduled for June 23-27. 

Since its beginning in 1995, NUMB has donated more than $910,000 for the fight against hun-

ger. Proceeds from the ride support four hunger projects from around the world: Nebraska 

food banks, Heifer International, The Society of St. Andrew and the Africa University agricul-

ture training program.  

Bicyclists participate in last year's NUMB ride. 

The NUMB Ride partners with local United Methodist Churches who host the 150 riders 

when they come through their communities. NUMB 2018 will start in McCook and travel 

south to Norton, Kansas, for an overnight stay. From Norton, the bikers will cross the state line 

again and stay in Franklin, Nebraska. The next day they will head west for the next stop in Bea-

ver City, Nebraska. From there they will pedal back to McCook. In all, the riders will travel just 

under 300 miles. The riders come from all over the nation, and the past have come from as far 

away as Alaska and Canada. Each rider is required to collect a minimum of $100 in pledges for 

world hunger. Non-riders may be a part of this huge mission project by volunteering as support 

staff or donating to one of the riders or donate directly by visiting the webpage 

at www.numbride.org and click on “donate”. 

The NUMB Ride was founded in 1995 by Rev. Bill Ritter, the Blue River District Superinten-

dent who currently serves as NUMB di-

rector, and by Greg Bakewell of Omaha 

who serves as route director. 

“I remember back when I started 

NUMB I thought it would be a huge suc-

cess if we could someday reach $100,000 

for hunger,” Ritter said. “Either this year 

or next year we should top over $1 mil-

lion. It has been a good ride.”  

Interested riders may find more infor-

mation and register 

at www.numbride.org. Registration is 

limited to 150 cyclists.  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/nearing-1-million-mark-numb-rides-for-23rd-time-june-23-27-11048818 

                                                                                                            3/2/2018 

http://www.numbride.org/
http://www.numbride.org/
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To all churches and pastors: 

Bishop Saenz is requesting that our office receive your Easter 

attendance for worship. This would be just the Sunday worship 

services which can include Sunrise services if your church partici-

pates. If you are able, try not to duplicate your count. The Bishop 

is wanting to take the information much like we did with the 

flood buckets to talk about the number of people who have heard the good news of 

Jesus’ resurrection. 

I would like to have the information in our office by Tuesday, April 3, following Easter 

so that we can get the numbers to the Bishop in a timely fashion. Thank you for your 

work and I look forward to seeing how many people we have reached in the name of 

our Savior. 

Eldon Davis District Superintendent Elkhorn Valley and Great West 
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Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

To answer a few questions 

that I have had, may give 

some clarification to others.   

(1) The Easter Sunday 

attendance count.   For this 

one particular week, you will 

enter the weekly stats, just 

like you would normally, 

however, the District Office 

needs an email to give your 

Easter Sunday attendance for 

EACH church.  It does not matter if you have a 

special sunrise service, and/or your regular wor-

ship time attendance.  Please send me an email 

with that total number count, for each Church, 

and then I will create a spreadsheet and Eldon 

will pass that along to the Bishop. If you 

have any questions, please let me know.  

(2) Do not forget that the Wayne State College Lock 

In Youth Event is scheduled for April 6—7.  

Please keep our District Youth and leaders in 

prayer. 

(3) I have been told from the Conference that regis-

tration for Annual Conference in Wichita will be 

posted to the Great Plains website shortly after 

April 1st.  I will send out an email of notice when 

this is available. 

(4) Annual Conference Bus Transportation:  The 

Chartered Bus still has seats available for reser-

vation.  Keep in mind, that the trip cost is $50.  

After May 1, 2018, bus seats will be available for 

other United Methodist’s (from other Districts) 

to be able to reserve seats for transportation to 

Wichita for the same rate.  Reserve your seat 

today to ensure that you do not miss this oppor-

tunity. 

(5) Note:  Any checks paid to the Elkhorn Valley 

District need to be “paid to the order of” the 

Great Plains Conference.  The Conference will 

complete the transaction and payments will be 

made.   

(6) Safe Gatherings:  Remember that anyone di-

rectly working with youth or vulnerable adults in 

your Churches need to be Safe Gathering certi-

fied.  Information is in this newsletter about how 

to complete that process.  Each Church was 

mailed a listing of current Safe Gathering individ-

uals and their coverage dates.   

(7) The Pastoral/Ministerial Leadership Assessments 

forms are now available on the Great Plains 

website.  This same form is  used for the Clergy 

to complete and an additional form to be com-

pleted by the staff parish committee.  Please re-

turn these forms to the District office by May 

15th. 

(8) The Fund Balance Reports are due to the District 

Office by June 30th.  Please ensure that you 

have downloaded the 2017—2018 form that is 

available on the Great Plains website.   A Fund 

Balance report is due for each Church.  Please 

ensure that you answer the questions on the 

2nd page, and that the report is signed & dated. 

(9) 9 Square in the Air Game:  With Spring now up-

on us, there will be more opportunities to plan 

outside events.  Please feel welcome to reserve 

the game that the District now owns through 

generous donations.  The District also has some 

large bouncy balls and Hula hoops. 

(10) Feel free to stop by the District Office to review 

our collection of free books.  They are set out on 

tables and are added to, as Eldon and I continue 

to find more resources to share.  Many of the 

books are still available from Marvin’s supplies.  

Stop by to see if there is anything you can use. 

Blessings!!    Kathy 

Kathy will be out of the office on 

Thursday, April 12th.  I will     

monitor emails throughout the 

day and respond as needed.  I will 

return to the office on Friday, April 13th. 
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 Who must be certified? 

All who work with children, youth and/or developmental-

ly disabled adults are required to become certified 

through the Safe Gathering program. This includes paid 

or unpaid staff, lay or clergy, who have direct contact 

with children, youth and/or developmentally disabled 

adults.

Safe Gatherings is a biblically-based boundary awareness and abuse prevention 
program developed to certify volunteer workers, staff and clergy, enabling them to 
work with children, youth and vulnerable adults. The annual conference program 
applies to all conference and district events, as well as all local church events and 
activities. By completing this certification program, individuals are authorized to 
work with children, youth and vulnerable adults in any church-related setting. 

All individuals in the Great Plains Conference renewing or completing first-time 
certification will complete their education and certification process online. 

Once registered with the online learning system, applicants are encouraged to com-
plete the online training process for certification in 30 days. Training may be 
completed anytime, anywhere using the online system. Applicants may complete 
the training modules at their own pace and request reference letters electronically. 
Lay and clergy references are required as part of the certification process. State and 
national background checks are completed for each applicant. A Spanish language 
version is available. Allow 30 days for certification. Individuals can log on at any 
time to check on the status of their application. 

The cost is $35 for state and national background checks. Applicants are re-
sponsible for making a secure online payment to cover the cost of their background 
check. Some local churches have opted to cover this expense for people associated 
with their congregation. If your local church is 
covering these expenses, that will be indicated as 
you complete the online application process. 

Like Safe Gatherings on Facebook to stay up to 
date on the latest legislation, tips and other infor-
mation about how to keep people safe and prevent 
abuse. 

CONTACT contact@safegatherings.com or  

888-241-8258 for more information or with ques-

tions about the program. 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/safegatherings 

https://www.facebook.com/SafeGatherings
mailto:contact@safegatherings.com
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Lance Clay, District Superinten-

dent of Prairie Rivers District 

Bill Ritter, District Superinten-

dent of the Blue River District 

Chad Anglemyer, District Superin-

tendent of Missouri River District 

Primary Superintendent of:  Ainsworth, 

Creighton and Neligh Networks of the 

Elkhorn Valley District, effective July 1, 

2018. 

Primary Superintendent of:  Albion 

and Norfolk Networks of Elkhorn 

Valley District, effective July 1, 2018. 

Primary Superintendent of:  Lyons and 

South Sioux City Networks of Elkhorn 

Valley District, effective July 1, 2018. 

Elkhorn Valley District Superintendents, effective July 1, 2018 
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 2018 UMC Elkhorn Valley District  

“MIDNIGHT MADNESS” 
Youth Lock-In for Grades 6th - 12th  

This year’s theme:  “SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARENESS” 

10:00 p.m. on Friday, April 6th, until   

7:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 7th,  

at the Wayne State College Rec Center, 

1100 Main Street, Wayne, Nebraska 

 

Racquetball, Basketball, GaGa Ball, Nine-Square in the Air, Volleyball,  

Special Guest Speaker, Worship, Prize Drawings, Games, Food, Drinks, & 

Fun!  

 

$10.00 per Youth or Adult if registration is 

postmarked on or before Friday, March 30, 2018. 

$15.00 per Youth or Adult if registration is postmarked  

after Friday, March 30, 2018, or received at the door. 

 

Send completed registration form and fee to: 

Rhonda Surface, 306 E. Park St., Bloomfield, NE  68718-3127 

Please make checks payable to:  Great Plains Conference 

BRING A FRIEND AND YOUR ENTHUSIASM!! 

You won’t want to miss this fun event!   

Groups must have a minimum of one adult stay all night for every eight youth that attend. 

If you have any questions, please contact:  Rhonda Surface, Bloomfield, (402)373-4281, sur-

fam@gpcom.net; or Jeff Shabram, Orchard, (402)893-3033, jeffshabram@neunified1.org  

mailto:surfam@gpcom.net
mailto:surfam@gpcom.net
mailto:jeffshabram@neunified1.org
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Annual Conference 

Transportation Option: 

Why Take the Bus? 

√  Let someone else do the driving.  No need to find parking, battle 

traffic, or lug belongings any farther than the front door.   

√  You can rest, relax, sleep & visit on your trip to and from  

 Wichita; 

√ Fixed Expense.  $50 will reserve your seat on the bus.  Checks 

must be written to the Great Plains Annual Conference, but mailed 

to the District Office.   

 √ Seating is limited, so make your reservation today.   

 Phone:   402-371-1313 or  

 Email:  elkhornvalley@greatplainsumc .org 

 Address:  Elkhorn Valley District Office, 406 W. Phillip  

   Avenue,  Ste.,  301, Norfolk, NE 68701 

Space is 

limited 

to 54 

Seats 
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Honor your 25, 50, 60 and 75-year members with a unique pin and/or distinctive 

2-color certificate.  

The lapel pins are designed with the cross and flame emblem and the words "United 

Methodist Church (25, 50, 60 or 75) years" embossed around the border of the pin. A 

corresponding certificate is also available.  

Many churches use these to honor special members on Heritage, Laity or All Saints 

Sunday.  

The pins and certificates are sold exclusively through the Great West District office and 

are available to all United Methodist church-

es across the country. The small profit from 

the sales is kept in a separate fund and used 

for critical needs in the district. 

Contact Christy Baltzell,  

Administrative Assistant 

greatwest@greatplainsumc.org or  

308-284-8922 to place an order. 

 

Pin Price: $4.00 

Certificate Price $1.00 

                          An Easter Prayer  

When everything was dark and it seemed 

that the sun would never shine again, your 

love broke through. 

Your love was too strong, too wide, too deep 

for death to hold. 

The sparks cast by your love dance & spread 

and burst forth with resurrection light. 

Gracious God, 

We praise you for the light of new life 

made possible through Jesus. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that shone on the first witnesses of resurrec-

tion. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope 

and joy, will live in us each day; and that we 

will be bearers of that light into the lives of 

others. 

Amen.    

This prayer was composed by the Rev. 

Michaela Youngson, the Methodist Church 

of Britain. 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/an-easter-prayer-for-

united-methodists 

mailto:greatwest@greatplainsumc.org
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More details to come re-

garding Rev. Davis’ retire-

ment, however we would 

like you to “Save the 

Date”, as we continue to 

make arrangements.   

 

Elkhorn Valley District 

Superintendency      

Committee 



 

14 

Local church audit are due annually on June 30 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/yearendreports.  Once the year end reports 

are completed, the church should have all of the data needed to complete this 

report.  You can find the Fund Balance Report at the website address above.   

Take note, to ensure that you are using an updated form, as a few reports that 

have been turned in last year were report forms from years ago. 

There is a tab of instructions and two pages to enter data, and signatures. 
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 Step Count Recommendation 
 

The average person accumulates approximately 3,500 to 
5,000 steps in a day. Research shows that to improve your 
health you should add 2,000 to 3,000 steps to your routine 
a day. It only takes five minutes to walk about 500 steps. Add a 30 minute walk to 
your increased level of activity at work or school and you can see that getting to an 
active lifestyle at 10,000 steps per day is easier than you may think. 

Counting steps is one way for you to monitor and log your progress. Pedometers are 
simple electronic devices that clip to your waist band or belt, directly above your 
knee, on the side you write with. The pedometer will track every step you take. 

 Recommended Steps  

Daily steps to strive for: 

Children (8-10 years) 12,000-16,000 steps 

Youth 11,000-12,000 steps 

Adults (20-50 years) 7000-13,000 steps 

Older Adults (50-70 years) 6,000-8,500 steps   

Adults living with disabilities or chronic diseases 3,500-5,500 

http://walkaboutns.ca/walkabout-info/resources/step-count-recommendation/ 

Daily Recommended amount of water intake:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.healthline.com/health/how-much-water-should-I-drink#recommendations 

Children 4 – 8 years 5 Cups 

Children 9 13 years 7 – 8 Cups 

Children 14 – 18 years 8 – 11 Cups 

Men, 19 + years 13 Cups 

Women 19 + years 9 Cups 

Pregnant Women 10 Cups 

Breastfeeding Women 13 Cups 

http://walkaboutns.ca/walkabout-info/resources/pedometers/
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