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https://letterpile.com/creative-writing/7-I-Am-Statements-of-Jesus 

"You may not be 

a preacher, but 

you do have a 

pulpit. A pulpit is 

a platform. A 

pulpit is oppor-

tunity. A pulpit is 

your sphere of 

influence, no 

matter where 

you are."  -- 

Greg Laurie  

http://

Goodnewsgreat-

music.org 
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New DS for Blue River, Elkhorn Valley Districts  

1/13/2019 

A pastor with a track record of launching ministries, embracing new ministry techniques, 
retiring debt and adjusting to the varying demands of ministry has been named the new dis-
trict superintendent of the Blue River and Elkhorn Valley districts. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Nancy Tomlinson will move to the Cabinet from her current role as lead pastor 
at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Papillion, Nebraska, effective July 1. Tomlinson, 
who has nearly 25 years of ministry experience, earned her doctorate in preaching. She used 
those skills to teach preaching and worship both at Licensing School for local pastors and 
for Certified Lay Ministry courses. 
“I have served churches in turmoil and churches that were stable and excited,” Tomlinson 
said. “I have helped reconfigure staffs and launch new ministries. There have been times we 
have celebrated successes and times I learned from our failures.” 
 
Tomlinson’s work has included service on several district committees on ministry and 14 
years on the Board of Ordained Ministry. 
 
She is the first appointive change announced in 2019 by Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. 
 
“Nancy is a Christ-centered leader who brings years of effective pastoral experience to the office of the 
superintendency gained from her pastoral ministry and engagement in the rural, county seat, and urban church and community settings,” Bishop 
Saenz said. “She is highly relational and possesses the gift of creative visioning needed for the potentially rich Blue River and Elkhorn Valley mis-
sion fields.” 
 
Tomlinson will be responsible for the churches in the Lincoln area as well as the central portion of the Elkhorn Valley District. She will succeed the 
Rev. Bill Ritter, who is retiring at the end of the appointive year after five years as a district superintendent — the last three of which he served as 
the dean — and 42 years of ministry. 
 
“Much of the Blue River District is in the fast-growing area of Lincoln and Lancaster County,” Ritter said. “It is an area ripe for new church plants. 
Two new projects are currently under way in the Blue River District. Neighbors UMC is a new church plant on the north side of Lincoln and is 
gaining traction. Neighbors is just completing the buildout in the Fallbrook area of Lincoln. ConnectionPoint is an exciting new ministry located in 
the former Faith United Methodist Church building across from UNL East Campus. Worship at ConnectionPoint is just being rolled out, but this 
ministry is better known for its community outreach, including a food pantry, Bridges Out of Poverty Program, conversational English and many 
more ministries and activities as they connect the community to the gospel.” 
 
Ritter noted that the churches in his portion of the Elkhorn Valley District paid 100 percent of their mission shares in 2018, and Blue River District 
churches paid 98.2 percent of their mission shares. 
 
Bishop Saenz thanked Ritter for his service as a district superintendent. 
 
“Bill Ritter’s ministry included growing multiple churches in Nebraska,” Bishop Saenz said. “He was able to translate those skills as a pastor into 
leadership on the Cabinet that helped support growth not just in the districts he served but congregations across our entire mission field of Kansas 
and Nebraska.” 
 
Tomlinson said she already has started a time of prayer and discernment to prepare for her new role July 1. Those prayers include two great hopes 
for the Blue River and Elkhorn Valley districts. 
 
“The first is to assist the pastors and lay persons of the Blue River and Elkhorn Valley districts as we determine how best to share the incredible 
love of God with a world in need of hope and unconditional love,” she said. “We serve an amazing God, and it is my desire for us to share that love 
with others — in both traditional, time-proven ways and in new, creative ways.” 
 
Second, she believes God has called her to be a pastor and, now, a district superintendent to serve in the pivotal times we face as a denomination, 
with the upcoming special session of General Conference set for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis. The special session will focus on disagreements within 
The United Methodist Church on matters of human sexuality. 
 
“We are all called to be present and love one another,” Tomlinson said. “I hope to be present with the clergy and churches of the Blue River and 
Elkhorn Valley districts in a compassionate and caring manner as we seek to move forward in this time of turmoil. I also believe that those of us in 
leadership —at the local church level, district level or conference level — whether clergy or lay persons, we have all been called ‘for such a time as 
this.’ I hope and pray that together we will walk the path ahead of us with integrity of heart and with kindness and compassion for others. 
 
Bishop Saenz said Tomlinson’s background in a wide variety of ministry settings has prepared her for the role of district superintendent. 
 
“I have all the confidence in Rev. Dr. Nancy Tomlinson to lead faithfully and care for the clergy, laity, congregations and communities entrusted to 
her supervision with grace and an encouraging spirit that builds community and creates new possibilities that bring personal, congregational and 
community transformations.” 
  
Contact Todd Seifert, communications director, at tseifert@greatplainsumc.org. Follow him on Twitter, @ToddSeifert.  
 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/new-ds-for-blue-river-elkhorn-valley-districts-12657632 

The Rev. Dr. Nancy 

Tomlinson 

mailto:tseifert@greatplainsumc.org?subject=New%20district%20superintendent%20story
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Nora Mae Nelson was born at 8:06a.m. in Norfolk, 

on Monday, January 21. She was 7 lbs. 15 oz. and 

20.5 inches. Mom and baby are doing great.  

 

Thanks!  

Kyle Nelson 
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http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session 

2019 Special Session of the 

General Conference 

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Sessionof the General Conference of 

The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Mis-

souri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a report from the Commission on a 

Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The 32-

member Commission was authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed 

by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concern-

ing human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.  

Photo by Dan Donovan, courtesy of the St. Louis Convention & Visitors 
Commission. All rights reserved. 

The 2019 special session of the General Conference will be held in The Dome, part of the America’s 

Center Convention Complex in St. Louis. 

General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church. The General Conference 2020 will 

take place May 5-15, 2020, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-set-date-for-special-2019-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-human-sexuality-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-general-conference
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√  February 2, 2019:  

Vision Day ~ Omaha, 

NE (Registration 

Required) 

√  February 8:   

Clergy/Spouses, last day to make your 

reservation for the Epiphany meal/

gathering on Feb. 16th to Kathy. 

√  February 9, 2019:  Vision Day ~    

Topeka, KS (Registration Required) 

√  February 16, 2019:  Clergy & Spous-

es District Epiphany Gathering/meal 

at Norfolk Westridge UMC, Noon 

√  May 29  ~  June 1:    2019 Annual Con-

ference “Save the Date”  Expocentre, To-

peka, KS  
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Vision Days 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The world has changed. 
Does your church have a vision for the future? 

Are you new to the Fresh Expressions movement, know a church or leader who should be involved, 
or would like your denominational group to be in on the conversation? Vision Days are a great way 
to discover more about what it means to be involved in starting fresh expressions of church. Over 
4,000 people have participated in Vision Days in more than 60 different cities. 

A typical Vision Day lasts 6 hours and provides the perfect opportunity to discover what it means to 
be the Church in new and creative ways, hear from Fresh Expressions practitioners, learn how to re-
new existing congregations through fresh expressions of church, and discern what this could mean 
for your region, community, or neighborhood. There is active discussion as well as opportunity to 
build networks and relationships among those in your area. 

At Vision Day you will discover: 

 How fresh expressions of church are renewing the church around the world 

 What it means for your church to be Mission-Shaped 

 How to intentionally engage with the community beyond your church walls 
 
Tools for starting fresh expressions of church in your area 

 

Vision Days are scheduled for February 2019: 

February 2, 2019 at Water's Edge UMC in Omaha, Nebraska 

Download flier 
View Facebook event 
Register here 

February 9, 2019 at Topeka First UMC in Topeka, Kansas 

Download flier 
View Facebook event 

Register here 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/visiondays 

https://www.weomaha.com/
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/cong_excel/fresh+expressions/omaha+vision+day+flyer+-+updated.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/2142056729178773/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/event/visiondayomaha/
http://forthegoodofthecity.org/
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/cong_excel/fresh+expressions/topeka+vision+day+flyer+-+updated.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/604647023285715/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/event/visiondaytopeka/
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Upcoming Plan of Actions 

February 

 Remember the financial audit/review information gathered after the 

year end reports will allow for the Fund Balance report to be start-

ed and turned in by June 30, 2019. 

March 

 All year: If congregational leadership changes/ any time, con-

tact the district office. 

 S/PPRC begins work on pastor assessment forms-whenever the forms are available. 

April 

 S/PPRC continues work on pastor assessment forms as needed. 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm, that the reviewer knows to complete a 

Fund Balance report. 

May 

 S/PPRC continues work on pastor assessment forms as needed. 

 Pastor assessment forms from both S/PPRC and pastor due to the district office (15th). 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm that the reviewer knows to complete a 

Fund Balance report. 
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SAVE THE 

DATE!!  

2019 UMC Elkhorn Valley 

District  

“MIDNIGHT MADNESS”  

YOUTH LOCK-IN 
for Grades 6th – 12th  

10:00 p.m. on Friday, March 29
th

, 

until   

7:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 

30
th

,   

at the Wayne State College Rec 

Center, 

1100 Main Street, Wayne, Ne-

braska 
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Annual Conference Lodging 

The 2019 Great Plains Annual Conference Session will take place 

at the Kansas Expocentre (1 Expocentre Dr.) in Topeka, Kansas. 

The event begins on Wednesday, May 29 with onsite check in 

tentatively set for 1 to 5 p.m., followed by opening worship at 7 

p.m. The event ends on Saturday, June 1 at around noon. 

Below is a list of hotels with rooms set aside for this event. To 

make reservations either call the hotel or use the links provided. 

Several hotels have a direct link to the conference special rate. 

For all others you will need to call the hotel directly and mention 

you are with the “Great Plains United Methodist Annual Confer-

ence” in order to receive the discounted rate. 

If you have any questions please contact Julie 

Kohr jkohr@greatplainsumc.org – 785-414-4217. 

Best Western Topeka Inn & Suites 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

100 SW Fairlawn Rd., Topeka, KS 66606 

866-238-8235 

$93 

 

Capitol Plaza – Primary Event Hotel 

1717 SW Topeka Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612 

800-579-7937 

$112 

 

Club House Inn & Suites 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

924 SW Henderson, Topeka, KS 66615 

785-273-8888 

$91 

 

Comfort Suites 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

6213 SW 10th Ave, Topeka, KS 66615 

866-715-0006 

$105. 

 

Country Inn & Suites 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

6020 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 66615 

785-478-9800 

$119 

 

 

Courtyard 

2033 SW Wanamaker, Topeka, KS 66604 

785-271-6165 

$119 

 

Fairfield Inn 

1530 SW Westport Dr., Topeka, KS 66604 

785-273-6800 

$114 

 

Hyatt Place 

6021 SW 6th Ave., Topeka, KS 66615 

785-273-0066 

$112 

 

Quality Inn 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

1240 SW Wanamaker, Topeka, KS 66604 

785-273-6969 

$105 

 

Ramada Convention Center 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

420 SE 6th St., Topeka, KS 66607 

785-234-5400 

$104 

 

The Senate Luxury Suites 

Call hotel directly - mention GP Annual Conference 

900 SW Tyler, Topeka, KS 66612 

785-233-5050 

$70 

 

Sleep Inn 

1024 SW Wanamaker, Topeka, KS 66604 

785-228-2500 

$100 

 

** If you are looking for someone to share lodging expense with, 

let me know, as some people do contact me with interest in shar-

ing a room.    Kathy  

 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference 



11 

The Foolish Builder 

 

1. Jesus said that his disciples should be glad to be 

persecuted.  What explanation did he give them? 

2. When Jesus said his disciples were the salt of the 

Earth, what else did he say they were? 

 A.  The salt of the soul 

 B. The light of the world 

 C. The spice of life 

 D.  The shadow of the valley 

3. Did Jesus come to change the law of God’s proph-

ets? 

 A.  Yes 

 B. No 

 C. Most of them 

 D. Some of them 

4. Did Jesus accept the idea of “an eye for an eye”? 

5. Did Jesus want everyone to love their neighbors? 

6. How did Jesus feel about the people who were 

bad? 

7. How did Jesus understand the Lord’s Prayer? 

8. Where did Jesus say it was foolish to gather treas-

ure? 

 A. On Earth 

 B. In Heaven 

 C. On treasure islands 

 D. In castles 

9. What is the law that speaks of being fair? 

10. What people were like the man who built his  
 house upon a rock? 
 

11. Did anything happen to those who followed the 

laws? 

 A.  They earned respect 

 B.  They survived 

 C. They had visions 

 D. They were punished 

12.  How did Jesus feel about those who refused? 

 

 

 

“The Everything Kids’ Bible Quizzes and Activities Book” by Kathy 

Wagner & Aubrey Wagner 

https://missionventureministries.wordpress.com/2016/12/29/

the-wise-and-the-foolish-builder-matthew-724-27/ 
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https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/finance/policies/

safe+gatherings+best+practices.pdf 

 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/finance/policies/

gp_personalconductpolicyproposedtocc4-21-14.pdf 

Who must be certified? 

All who work with children, youth and/or developmentally disabled adults are required to be-
come certified through the Safe Gathering program. This includes paid or unpaid staff, lay or cler-
gy, who have direct contact with children, youth and/or developmentally disabled adults. 

How long is Safe Gatherings certification valid? 

Certification is valid for four years. 

How old must one be to be Safe Gatherings certified? 

You must be 16 or older in order to be certified to serve within the Great Plains Conference. 

Those younger than 16 years old can still serve in a ministry area but they must serve with a certi-

fied worker who is at least 5 years older. 

What does it cost to become certified? 

The cost for each application is $35. This includes applicable background checks and an online 

processing fee. Unless the local church or ministry is willing to pay for the costs, each applicant is 

responsible for paying this non-refundable fee. 

Some local churches have opted to cover this expense for people associated with their congrega-

tion. If your local church is covering these expenses, that will be indicated as you complete the 

online application process. 

What happens when my certification expires? 

You must take the certification course again. Certification lasts for four years and, as a measure of 

protection, everyone must take the course again to receive updated information.  A new back-

ground check will be conducted.  

If you have started the certification process … 

Once you begin the process, your current status will remain “pending” until the process is com-
pleted, whether paid or unpaid.  The pending process allows the applicant to save the process 
and return to complete at a future time.  A pending status is open for only ONE YEAR.  If the pro-
cess is not completed in that time, then whether paid or not, a new process must be started in 
order to achieve certification. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Management of all provisions of this Policy is the sole responsibility of the __________ United 
Methodist Church. In carrying out the duties and responsibilities of this policy, the __________ Unit-
ed Methodist Church may utilize and rely on certain policies, procedures, and/or training courses 
recommended or endorsed by the Great Plains Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. The _________ United Methodist Church, in relying upon any such assistance, acknowledg-
es that the Conference provides the assistance for informational purposes only and does not as-
sume any responsibility for the actions of the __________ United Methodist Church with respect to 
the implementation and/or enforcement of this policy. 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/faqdetail/80232
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We all want to do good - whether 

it’s for ourselves or our loved ones, the 

planet, or society at large. No matter how 

big or small, good deeds carry a double 

punch - we make a positive impact, and 

we feel great at the same time. Honoring 

that happy ripple effect in 60 different 

countries is International Good Deeds 

Day - set for April 7, 2019 - a yearly cele-

bration of doing good around the world. 

This list of 52 ideas will help you take part 

all year round - make a positive change to 

the world around you. 
 

1. Let your first check of the year be to charity. 
2. Help a friend in need. 
3. Volunteer for an hour at an organization of your choice. 
4. Save electricity by unplugging your devices when not in 
use. 
5. Buy a gift for your mother/ grandmother - just because. 
6. Allow a fellow driver to merge into your lane. 
7. Write a thank-you note to someone who won’t expect 
it. 
8. Find unneeded items in your house and donate them to 
a charitable organization. 
9. Plant a tree. 
10. Think of something you do well, and use your talent to 
benefit others - for example performing magic tricks at a 
children’s hospital or playing music at a nursing home. 
11. Teach an elderly person to use a computer to surf the 
Internet or write e-mails. 
12. Organize a family meal and appreciate being together. 
13. Collect stuffed animals or toys from family members, 
friends, and neighbors and donate them to an organiza-
tion that helps children. 
14. When you are outside, stop and look around you. Take 
time to appreciate nature. 
15. Find a piece of winter clothing that you haven’t worn 
all season, and donate it to a charity. 
16. Donate an old cell phone. 
17. Be environmentally conscious - use both sides of the 
paper before throwing it away. 
18. Offer to cook or clean for the family of someone who 
has recently given birth. 
19. Think of at least three things you should be thankful 
for in your life. 
20. Sign up for a CPR course. 
21. Plant a vegetable garden, and donate the vegetables 
to a food pantry. 
22. Collect duffle bags, overnight bags, and suitcases from 
friends and donate them to organizations that send them 

to children in foster care. 
23. Add yourself to a bone marrow registry and take part 
in a bone marrow drive. 
24. Pick up trash from the sidewalk. 
25. Offer to read to or play games with someone living in a 
nursing or retirement home. 
26. Donate blood. 
27. Conserve energy. Turn off the lights if you’re the last 
person to leave a room. 
28. Save articles about people performing acts of kind-
ness as a source of inspiration and motivation for you and 
your family. 
29. Decide to make one change in yourself that will make 
you a better person. 
30. Swallow your pride and apologize for something 
you’ve done – whether big or small. 
31. Take food to a new neighbor. 
32. Take part in a literacy program, to help children or 
adults learn to read. 
33. Donate school supplies to children from underprivi-
leged homes. 
34. Collect small soaps, shampoos, deodorants, and other 
small toiletries, and donate them to battered women’s 
shelters, rehab centers for teens, or other places that 
would benefit from them. 
35. Donate your old eyeglasses to an organization that will 
reuse them. 
36. Treat a friend to dinner. 
37. Return a phone call you have been putting off. 
38. Give 10 percent of your salary to charity. 
39. Volunteer at a soup kitchen. 
40. Answer the phone in a cheerful voice. 
41. Recycle whatever paper, bottles and plastic items. 
42. Hold a charity day at work. Encourage your colleagues 
and supervisors to bring in nonperishable items to be do-
nated to a worthy cause. 
43. Turn the tap off when you're shaving, brushing your 
teeth or scrubbing the dishes – every drop counts. 
44. Take public transport instead of driving. 
45. Adopt a shelter animal. 
46. Make a double-batch of something delicious and 
freezable and give it to an older neighbor who doesn't 
cook for him or herself as much anymore. 
47. Switch your light bulbs to the energy-efficient variety. 
48. Ask a loved one about their day. 
49. Hold the door open for a stranger. 
50. Praise a colleague’s good work. 
51. Meditate. 
52. When you’re out buying food, purchase an extra item 

to donate to a food pantry or to a homeless person. 
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/52-good-deed-ideas-to-make-positive-impact-in-2019 

https://www.goodnet.org/articles/one-act-kindness-usually-followed-by-another
http://gdd.goodnet.org/
http://gdd.goodnet.org/
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/10-incredible-volunteer-abroad-organizations-you-should-know-list
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/how-to-say-thank-you-all-over-world
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/secret-to-danish-happiness-5-rules-hygge
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/forget-tub-take-bath-in-forest-to-unwind
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/5-initiatives-using-cell-phones-for-good-list
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/gratitude-good-how-to-get-more-infographic
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/gratitude-good-how-to-get-more-infographic
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/how-to-create-litterfree-world-using-instagram-qa
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/15-news-stories-that-show-2015-was-most-amazing-year-ever
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/15-news-stories-that-show-2015-was-most-amazing-year-ever
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/9-reasons-you-should-definitely-adopt-pet
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/6-simple-ways-you-make-strangers-day-list
https://www.goodnet.org/articles/5-simple-meditations-you-should-try-right-now
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Elkhorn Valley District Clergy & 

Spouses, and Connecting Coun-

cil Members Epiphany Gathering 

Norfolk Westridge Church 

 

2000 W Norfolk Ave 

Norfolk, Nebraska  68701 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 

Noon 

For the Elkhorn Valley  District 

Clergy & Spouses,  and Con-

necting Council Committee 

members, you are invited to 

attend:  Please RSVP to Kathy by 

February 8, 2019 with a number 

count so food plans may be ar-

ranged. 
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Training for Lay Leaders 

The Lay Leader and Lay Member to Annual 
Conference are key roles in linking the vision 
and plan of a 
congregation with the ministry of the Annual 
conference and in nurturing pastor/laity 
partnerships.  
 
These two laity roles are complementary, yet 

there are responsibilities unique to each role. The lay leader has a pri-
mary focus in linking the local church and community. The lay member 
of annual conference has a primary focus in linking the local church to 
the connectional United Methodist Church and God's worldwide church. 
 
Lay Servant Ministries of the Great Plains Conference is now making 
available training specific for Lay Leaders, either local church or district 
lay leaders, and also all lay persons interested in nurturing leadership 
skills. The training curriculum is three hours in length and utilizes the 
booklet:  Guidelines for Lay Leader/Lay Member, Connect Your Congre-
gation and Your Annual Conference. It can be downloaded from Disciple-
ship Ministries Website for $3.99. 
 
The training can also be expanded to include other topics such as Church 
Council, Finance, Trustees, Outreach and many others. The expanded 
topic booklets are available from BeADisciple.com/Guidelines for Lead-
ing Your Congregation 2017-2020. 
 
For further information and/or to set up a training session, contact your 
District Director of Lay Servant Ministries. 
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Camp Fontanelle’s Branching Out campaign  

pledges pass the $2 million mark 

Trent Meyer, Site Director and Rev. Janice Japp, Branching Out Coordi-

nator, announce that the capital campaign received several generous 

donations from churches and individuals at year end. 

“We are extremely pleased with the trust these pledges show in the 

Camp’s ability to fulfill its mission to ‘impact lives through intentional 

Christian community’ into the future”, said Japp. 

 “At the September 15 barbecue we will be celebrating another sum-

mer camp season, the fall family season with corn maze and pumpkin 

patch, and the 60th anniversary of Camp Fontanelle. It would be so great if we could also celebrate 

having enough pledges and donations for the needed retreat center. Summer camper numbers are 

2.4 times that of 2004 and many kids are experiencing Christ here. The retreat center will be a big 

help in seeing that this growth continues. We are so thankful for all our campers and supporters”, 

said Meyer. 

Eleven churches (Friend, Hallam, Madison Trinity, Norfolk First, Blair, Elkhorn Hills, Fremont Calva-

ry, Fremont First, Omaha Rockbrook, Beaver Crossing, and Columbus First) have already donated at 

least $150 times attendance and have at least 10% of their congregation giving to Branching Out. 

Some churches have given two times this amount, some three times, and even five times (Madison 

Trinity)! 

Individual church participation is posted at www.campfontanelle.com . Click on the BUILD TEAM 
Campfire logo at the right side of the home 
page, or contact Japp at 
jjapp@greatplainsumc.org , or Meyer at 
tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org for whatever 
information is needed. 

Much work remains to find donors to provide 

the remaining $654,000 in new pledges, or 

whatever is needed for the final building de-

sign. Branching Out continues to seek individ-

uals and churches who care for kids and want 

to help develop the church’s future leaders. 

God’s work is important work! 

 

Camping at Fontanelle builds strong 

friendships and future church leaders. 

http://www.campfontanelle.com
mailto:jjapp@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
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NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

  

The week of February 19, 2019 
Camp Fontanelle is looking for 
volunteers with tiling skills to 

volunteer to help replace carpet 
squares with tile. 

  

 

If you are able to volunteer 
please contact Trent Meyer, Site 
Director at Camp Fontanelle by 

email or cell phone 

  

tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org 

402-459-0686 

Message from Trent: 

Camp Fontanelle was largely built back in the 
1960's with volunteer labor from local church-
es.  We have a project where I am seeking to 
enlist the help from volunteers from local 
churches once again.  

Our Main Lodge eating area has had carpet 
squares since I arrived 15 years ago.  They work 
okay except that they come loose and once 
there is gravel or dirt that gets into the seams 
or underneath them it is hard to keep corners 
or edges from coming up and becoming trip-
ping hazards.  Our hope is to install some per-
manent tile flooring that should last forever and 
be easy to clean up food/juice spills and make 
the lodge area look a bit more inviting too.  

Churches, pastors and laity: Can you help Camp 
Fontanelle by volunteering yourself or spread-
ing the word that they are seeking volunteers 
with tiling skills to consider helping with this 
project the week of February 19th?  

We have 2240 square feet of floor to cover.  We 
plan to have all the old flooring removed and 
the floor ground smooth so it is ready for floor-
ing before volunteers would arrive. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has issued the 
2019 standard mileage rates. Beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2019, the standard mileage rates for the use 
of a car, van, pickup or panel truck will be 58 cents 
per mile for business miles driven (up from 54.5 
cents in 2018).  The mileage rate for conference 
meetings is 40% of the standard rate so for 2019, 
this will be 23.2 cents per mile. 

mailto:tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
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2019 Camp 

Schedule 
INTERGENERATIONAL 

 

Family Camp 
Kick off your summer reconnecting with your loved ones as you enjoy the fellowship, 
fun, and beauty of Camp Fontanelle. Unfortunately, today’s world often draws us away from spending quality time with the people we care most 
about. Family camp is a great way to unplug from those distractions and plug into God and Family. Join in fellowship and community at worship or 
meals, with lots of pick and choose time. RV’s are welcome for this camp, with 5 stalls available. 

F001 June 21st (5 p.m.) – June 23st (2 p.m.) 
Dean: Rev. Matt Fowler | Cost: $116 (per person) 

PRESCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN 
 

Guardian Angel 
Welcome to Camp! Children will celebrate their first Christian camping experience with a favorite Guardian Angel (Mom, Dad, Grandparent, Aunt or 
Uncle). Come experience heartwarming moments and make long lasting memories at our Guardian Angel Camps. Please register each person at-
tending separately (Child & Adult) 

F101 May 28 (2 p.m.) – May 29 (Closing Worship 1:30p.m.) 
Dean: Darla Langendorfer | Cost: $82 (per person) 

F102 July 6 (2 p.m.) – July 7 (Closing Worship 1:30p.m.) 
Dean: Braden Garwood Cost: $82 (per person) 

 

GRADES 1 – 2 
SonShine 
 

Soak up some SONshine at Camp Fontanelle. Bring your favorite adult with you and share in the complete camping experience: swimming, music, 
games, crafts, hikes, campfires and Bible study. Come discover the joys of camp with 3 days of fun in the Son action at SONshine Camp! Please 
register each person attending separately (Child & Adult) 

F103 May 30 (2 p.m.) – June 1 (Closing Worship 1:30p.m.) 
Dean: Stephanie Nelson | Cost: $164 (per person) 

F104 June 27th (4 p.m.) – June 29th (Closing Worship 3:30p.m.) 
Dean: Staff Cost: $164 (per person) 

GRADES 1 – 3 
*New Day Camp 
 

Our New Day camp option will expose young children to the exciting world of camp with faith lessons designed for them. Each day will provide fun-
filled opportunities at camp including arts and crafts, swimming, fun in the corn maze, time in the barn, nature hikes, and much, much more. Day 
Camp includes Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner with early drop off at 7:30am and pick up by 6:30pm each day. Sign-up also for pick-up and drop-off in 
Fremont. 

F104 July 29 – August 2 (Closing Program 4:30pm) 
Coordinator: Morgan Kramer Cost: $260 

 

GRADES 3 – 6 
Boys Only 
 
 
It’s guy time at camp. Explore the woods, sleep under the stars in treeboats, play many outdoor games, go swimming, campfires, and other activities 
boys like to do. Build a floating ship for competition and win special prize badges for completing camp activities. We will not only learn about God but 
also discover what it means to live in community with other brothers in Christ. 

F202 June 30th (2 p.m.) – July 3rd(Closing Worship 10:30a.m.) 
Dean: Rev. Norman Prather | Cost: $256 

Splish Splash 
This summer, check out the coolest place in Nebraska! Splish Splash will beat the heat with water fun in the sun as you grow in the Son! We will not 
only experience water but learn about its spiritual significance for our lives. Enjoy our exciting trips as well, including a water park and ice-skating! 
Make sure you bring several bathing suits and be prepared to get Splashed! 

F203 July 08th (2 p.m.) – July 12th (Closing Worship 1:30p.m.) 
Dean: Ethan Porter & Rev. Matt Fowler| Cost: $345 

GRADES 5 - 8 
Sports Camp 
 

It’s time to get off the sidelines and get in the game: Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball, Gaga, Swimming, Flag Football, and a whole lot more. Experi-
ence our exciting camp activities as well like Zipline and Tree climbing. Sports camp will help build confidence and develop skills with young players 
both on and off the field. We will focus on the values of teamwork, and cooperation in a world of competition. How do we grow as Christian Athletes? 
Looking to add a field trip this year! Campers are welcome to bring a favorite ball/frisbee to camp, also money for souvenirs. 

F204 July 15 (2 p.m.) – July 20 (Closing Worship 10:30a.m.) 
Dean: Rev. Joel N. Coleman| Cost: $384 
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 GRADES 3 – 7 
Tree Monkey Camp 
 

Go climb a tree! Yep, come and check out the best view at Fontanelle from the treetops! When you’re not in the trees, you’ll enjoy swimming, 

games, hiking and sleeping in treeboats under the trees and most importantly learning and experiencing God’s Love! Tree Monkey Camp contin-

ues to be a highlight to the summer camp schedule! 

F301 June 10th (2 p.m.) – June 14th (Closing Worship 2 p.m.) 
Dean: Karen Hutton & Michele Bonewell | Cost: $320 

Inspiring Hope Camp 
This camp offers healing and hope to kids who have gone through the loss of a loved one. Inspiring Hope Camp is designed to help kids better 

understand the process of grief and provide an atmosphere of healing, acceptance and active listening. Hope is cultivated through small groups, 

worship, prayer, scripture, music and a compassionate staff. Come experience hope this summer! 

F302 June 30 (2p.m.) – July 3rd (Closing Worship 1:30p.m.) 
Dean: Rev. Chad & Trista Boling| Cost $225 (Scholarships Available) 

GRADES 4- 6 
 

Zoobilee 
Sleeping with the fishes and sharks! First, you’ll experience God’s world at Camp Fontanelle with swimming, games, crafts and hikes. Then you’ll 

experience God’s world by spending ONE night at the Henry Doorly Zoo with a personal tour and a day of zoo fun. In addition, we will have lots of 

new an exciting animals to discover at camp in our Critter Cove! 

F303 June 24th (2 p.m.) – June 27th (2 p.m.) 
Dean: Michelle Reed| Cost: $345 

 

GRADES 4 – 8 & 9 -12 

Girls Only – Girl Power (Grades 4-8) 
Girl time and adventure, experience an ideal environment to encourage sisterly love and acceptance. Take time to deepen your relationship with 

God. Optional recreational tree climbing on ropes wearing a harness. Enjoy the Zipline and Jumping Pillow and sleep a night in Treeboats under 

the stars. We will also experience A-frame sleeping and much more of what Camp Fontanelle has to offer. 

F401 June 17th (2 p.m.) – June 21st (Closing Worship 10:30 a.m.) 
Dean: TBD | Cost: $320 

 

*New Ladies of Faith (Grades 9-12) 
Calling all teen girls for a week of faith at Camp Fontanelle. Build relationships and talk with girls who desire to strengthen their faith in Christ. This 

camp provides all the camp fun of girls only but allows for deeper conversation around relevant topics that teenage girls face today. Discover what 

it means experience intentional Christian community at Camp Fontanelle! 

F402 June 17th (2 p.m.) – June 21st (Closing Worship 10:30am) 
Dean: Rev. Lyn Seiser & Kate Laing | Cost: $320 

 

GRADES 7 – 12 

F.R.O.G. 
 

Fully Rely On God at Camp Fontanelle’s favorite froggy camp, while fully relying on friendships and God! Grow in your faith with your friends as 

you learn to rely on God through all of life’s challenges! This camp is designed as a retreat away from the busyness of life. We step away from time 

& schedule for the purpose of getting away. Truly it is a time to fully rely on God! We praise God through music, games, a special Night Hike, 

campfire worship and much more! 

F501 July 15th (2 p.m.) – July 19th (Closing Worship 1:30 p.m.) 
Dean: Allison Thorn| Cost: $320 

 

Grades 5 - 7 & 8 – 12 

*New Joyful Noise (Younger) 
 

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the Earth!” Psalm 100:1 

God has blessed all of us with gifts and skills. Whether they be music, dance, art, writing, or something else spectacular, they bring us closer to 

Him. Join us this summer to learn how to use our gifts to put on a performance/service at the end of the week at a local church. We will learn how 

to develop your gifts (or discover new ones!) while having an awesome camp-activity filled week. Through nights of campfire worship and devel-

oping the end-of- the-week service, a joyful noise will be made! 

F601 July 10th (2 p.m.) – July 14th (Meal & Closing Worship at 1p.m.) 
Dean: Haley Martin | Cost: $372 

 



20 

GRADES 7 – 12 

Confirmation Camp 

 

Join our local District Superintendents (D.S.) and get a jump-start on your confirmation journey! Designed for group building, this camp will prepare 

students and equip the adults who lead confirmation. Confirmation Camp is designed for pastors to bring their confirmation class to cover the basics 

of confirmation training. **Each church sending a camper must also provide an adult to sponsor and/or teach. (Attend with your church confirmation 

class) 

F603 June 24th (11 a.m.) – June 27th (10:30 a.m. Closing Worship) 

Dean: Rev. Cindi Stewart Cost: $233 

F604 June 10th(4p.m.) – June 13th (3:30 p.m. Closing Worship) 

Dean: Rev. Emily Cannon | Cost: $233 

 

Road Rules – Send Me 

Get a clue and hit the road! You’ll work hard and you’ll play hard, as you are God’s hands here on earth! You will spend some of your time at the 

camp and some working on mission projects in the area. Are you ready to serve? Come on, Let’s GO! 

F605 July 29th (10 a.m.) – Aug 2nd (1:30 p.m. Closing Worship) 

Dean: Chris Kellogg | Cost: $380 

Survivor 

Journey with us into the wilderness to encounter God in new ways. Learn how to trust in God and in your fellow travelers as you overcome various 

challenges. Working together in teams, you will build shelters and sleep in them. Learn various survival skills for life and your walk with Christ. You’ll 

also participate in the challenge course, launch a spear with an atlatl, climb trees, laser tag, zipline, go tubing on the river and enjoy the water slide. 

Our week concludes with the exciting “Banana Relay!” 

F606 July 22th (2 p.m.) – July 27th (1:30p.m. Closing Worship) 

Dean: Rev. Phil Sloat | Cost: $372 

Adventure Camp 

Come enjoy this weekend adventure with other High School kids. From tubing down the river to spending the weekend in the caves this will be a 

weekend you won’t want to miss. This weekend will be jam packed with fun and adventure lazer tag camo-style. Adventure into God’s unknown! 

Friends recommended but not required! 

F607 June 6th (4 p.m.) – June 8th (1:30 p.m. Closing Worship) 

Dean: Ethan Nutter| Cost: $145 

 

GRADES 9-12 

*New Advance Survivor 

 

Advance Survivor will take you on an exciting adventure into God's Creation. You may combine it with Survivor Camp or do it as a stand-alone 

experience. You must have attended Survivor Camp before or have previous experience with canoeing or kayaking with Scouts, your family or your 

youth group. You will experience incredible views of the Elkhorn River as we travel over 30 miles through the water. We will spend 3 days and 2 

nights on the river. We will carry all the gear that we need for our trip in the canoes. Participants must be able to fit all their bedding, clothing and 

personal items into a 79 Quart/63 Liter heavy duty sealable tote. A special packing list will be provided well before the trip. It’s Survivor at a whole 

new level! 

F608 July 29th (11a.m.) – August 2 (Closing Worship 10:30a.m.) 

Dean: Rev. Phil Sloat | Cost: $375 (Limited to 20 participants) 

 

http://campfontanelle.com/images/Camp-Schedule-2019.pdf 


