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√ OneEvent, January 6  
-  7, 2018 in Salina, KS.  

√  January 17  - 19, 
2018, Orders & Fellow-

ship Meeting in 
Kearney, NE 

√  Thursday, February 
15, 2018 Quarterly Pas-
toral Meeting, Norfolk 
First UMC at 10 a.m. 

√  Wednesday, June 13, 
to Saturday, June 16, 
2018,   Century II Con-
vention Center, 225 W. 
Douglas Ave, Wichita, 
KS 

All Churches have 

access to begin enter-

ing end-of-year data.  

The deadline to en-

ter your information 

is JANUARY 31, 

2018.  NOTE:  each 

church only has one login/password to enter 

data.  An informative email was sent to each 

Church’s clergy, Secretaries, Finance Chair, 

Treasurers & Ad Council Chairs. 

Additional assistance can be located at:   

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

statisticalreportresources.   

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 
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From the District  

Superintendent, 

elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org 

Rev. Eldon Davis’ desk: 

 January 2018 

 It is hard to believe that 2017 is past and 2018 

looms ahead of us. It has been a year of many mo-

ments of tragedy and moments of celebration. The 

tragic times have involved natural disasters of hurri-

canes, drought, and fires that have devastated so 

many states from Puerto Rico, Florida, Texas, Kansas, 

California, and even here in Nebraska. Other trage-

dies have been mass murders in Las Vegas, Texas, 

Florida, California, and so many others that I cannot 

list them here. There were over 300 this year where 4 

or more people were killed almost more than days in 

the year. And yet despite the tragedies, there are 

continued signs of hope and healing. It is easy to be-

come discouraged when all we focus on is what is 

wrong and not see what is right. 2018 provides a 

means of not just focusing on the past or being so 

frightened about the future but with the opportunity 

to learn ways of living out our call. Isaiah 43:18-19 

and Matthew 6:31-34 guide us into the new day. Fo-

cus on today not the past (though we need to learn 

from the past) and not on the future, but how can we 

live faithfully today. 

 So, the challenge I would give to all is to not 

make new resolutions that likely would be forgotten 

within a month, but instead how can I live faithfully 

to the gospel this year. To take each morning and de-

cide what can I do to make this day a day of good 

news? As we study the gospels, letters, and the He-

brew scriptures, how will I embody what I see? If 

change is going to happen, it first must start with our-

selves. Others cannot do this for you. If you are 

afraid, write it down and then decide what would it 

look like if I wasn’t afraid. Each day write, list, tweet, 

and/or text how you lived out the gospel. I have seen 

on Facebook the idea of writing down the scripture 

that would guide one this year. I believe that would 

be great, if and only if, you also write down how you 

plan to live it out. Words are cheap, but actions speak 

volumes.  

 2018 also portends to have some significant 

changes especially as we prepare for the 2019 called 

General Conference. So prayer is vital for that as well 

for what I have said above. So, each day let us hold 

one another in prayer both for the leadership of the 

church and the changes that have happened and are 

happening, for the clergy, and especially for the con-

gregations of the Great Plains UMC annual confer-

ence and throughout the world. Let us be the differ-

ence for this year. 

 May God provide the grace of our Savior to 

make this year one that transform ourselves and the 

world. 

Peace 

Eldon 
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IN MEMORY ~ PASTOR BILL LINDE 
 Memorial services for Pastor Bill “Tuffy” Linde, IV, age 64, of Elgin, Nebraska 
will be 11:00 a.m. Saturday, January 6, 2018, at Christ Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Bloomfield, Nebraska.  Reverend Jim Atkins and Pastor Lynde Linde will 
officiate.  Burial will be at a later date. 
 Visitation will be Friday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the church.  Brockhaus Fu-
neral Home in Bloomfield is in charge of arrangements. 
 Pastor Linde died Saturday. December 30, 2017, at Faith Regional Health 
Services in Norfolk. Nebraska. 
 William (Bill) (Tuffy) Linde IV, son of William Cress & Virginia (Schliff) Linde III, was born January 
19, 1953, at All Souls Hospital in Morristown, NJ. 
 He attended school in Morristown and later graduated from Dover High School, Dover, NJ. He 
was the bass guitar player for a local rock n roll band in Morristown, NJ. Later he joined the Air Force to 
serve his assigned 3-year tour of duty. Upon returning home, he became a professional floral designer 
for the next 35 years after which he returned to school receiving a bachelor degree in biblical studies 
from Bethel Bible Institute, Orlando Florida. He was ordained in the Full Gospel denomination in 2001. 
He continued floral design while preaching part-time in home based churches in Orlando area. His most 
noted floral design was building the artificial trees used on the set of the original Jurassic Park movie, 
now on display at Disney in Orlando, FL. He also spent time traveling across the country building artificial 
trees for large hotel chains and shopping malls. 
 He was previously united in marriage to Karen Ravo. A son was born to this union. They resided in 
Orlando, FL. This marriage ended when their son was in Jr. Hi. 
 On March 23, 2003 Bill was united in marriage to Lyndelle (Lynde) Shuey with whom he spent the 
rest of his life. Upon his arrival to Kansas, he began studies through St. Paul School of Theology. Bill and 
his wife currently serve in ministry together in the Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. He formerly served as a licensed local pastor at Mt. Pleasant, New Hope, Lebanon, Downs-Rose 
Valley, Kanorado UMC churches all of Kansas. In July of 2017, he accepted a new appointment serving 
Elgin UMC, Elgin, NE. 
 Bill was an avid reader amassing a personal library of over 40,000 books. He enjoyed theological 
debate with colleagues, gaming with his x-box, going to auctions, garage sales & spending time with fam-
ily. He enjoyed the morning coffee clutch at Elgin UMC. 
 In 1991, Bill was diagnosed with congestive heart failure leading to the placement of a pacemak-
er/defibrillator in 2012. His heart condition weakened his heart causing additional damage to his lungs. 
He completed his journey in this world early Saturday morning at Faith Regional Hospital in Norfolk, NE, 
December 30, 2017, surrounded by his family and faithful dog, Cissy. Asleep in Jesus, blessed peace. 
 Bill is survived by his wife, Lynde Linde of their home; sons, William Curzon Linde of Port Char-
lotte, FL, Jason D. McGregor (wife Mandi) of Norton, KS, and USMC Gunny Sgt. Michael V. McGregor, Jr. 
(wife Danielle) of Honolulu, HI. Bill has one sister, MaryJane Williams (John) of Oviedo, FL; two grand-
sons, William James Linde VI, and William Youtsey; three great grandchildren, Alohilani, Illiana, and Kaeo 
Youtsey-Rebucca; and many nieces, nephews, and friends. 
Bill was preceded in death by his parents and a daughter, Treena M. McGregor. 
 Memorials will be received by the family c/o Brockhaus Funeral Home. Designation to be deter-
mined at a later date.      
 We continue to lift Pastor Lyndelle Linde in prayer of comfort and peace, as well as the family and 
friends of Pastor Bill.    
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Kathy Hoesing,  

Administrative Assistant 

 A new year, a new 

chapter in our book of 

life.  The new year has 

begun with record break-

ing low temperatures, but 

we can heed a lesson for 

our daily lives to dig 

deeper, strive harder and 

make a difference.   

 As we close out 

2017, time and devotion moves towards com-

pleting the end of year tables and submitting 

the data by January 31, 2018.  This data is 

vital for visions of growth, but it is also a 

mandatory task to be completed before the 

set deadline.  Please do not delay in complet-

ing this requirement.  The local church is the 

first step in this process, however the District 

has responsibilities in this process before it 

moves onward to the conference level.  There 

are a lot of helpful resources available on the 

Great Plains website for assistance in com-

pleting the forms.  It seems to work out best 

to print out the hard copy of the tables, gather 

the information and then enter the data on the 

computer.  I am more than happy to assist.   

 With the new year, we are still actively 

searching for someone to take on the task of 

the District Lay Servant Director for the 

Elkhorn Valley District.  Please pray that God 

will direct an appropriate candidate for this 

important leadership role.  If you have any 

suggestions or nominations for this position, 

please contact Rev. Eldon Davis as soon as 

possible.   

 One thing to please keep in mind 

throughout the year.  If leadership offices 

change anytime, please send me an email so 

that I can update our database system.  For 

speed and economic efficiency, the confer-

ence relies heavily upon correspondence 

through email.  It is vital that the appropriate 

individuals are receiving the correct corre-

spondence.  If someone does not have, or 

prefers NOT to receive correspondence elec-

tronically, communication can still occur 

through the U.S. postal service, but the time 

for delivery and response is lengthened.  I 

can make changes at anytime, but please re-

member to let me know of such changes, and 

if email, phone numbers or mailing addresses 

change. 

 Before Christmas, I forwarded an 
email to all Clergy and churches that have 
email access .  .   
 
By January 4 the Bishop would like to 
have:   

1. Number of families given assistance for 
Christmas (total from all your local 
churches in your District) 

2. Approximate total number of dollars giv-
en by your local churches for Christmas 
time assistance to families in need. 

 
If you have not yet responded with a reply 
(even if the number is zero, please do so as 
soon as possible).   
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Please keep our Conference youth, volunteers, clergy and all 

those involved with this magnificent event that they will have 

safety, and see the hand of God move in their lives. 
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Submitting Global Migration Sunday  

Offerings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When making an offering for Global Migra-

tion, please write checks to your local church.  

The local church will then submit your Global 

Migration Offerings, to the conference by us-

ing the reimbursement form for 

your Church and use the Ad-

vance #3022144.   
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2018 Orders & Fellowship Meeting 
The 2018 Orders and Fellowship meeting will take place Wednesday, 
January 17 beginning with onsite registration at7:00 a.m. and end 
on Friday, January 19 at Noon. The meeting will be held at the Younes 
Conference Center in Kearney, Nebraska.  

The main speakers are Dr. Clif 
Christoper and Mike Slaugh-
ter from Horizons Steward-
ship and they will present the 
Academy of Faith and Money 
as well as lead some work-
shops in the evenings. Dr. 
Christopher has written the following books: 

 "Not Your Parents' Offering Plate" 
 "Whose Offering Plate is it?" 
 "Rich Church-Poor Church" 
 "The Church Money Manual" 

Mike Slaughter has written the following books: 

 "The Passionate Church: Ignite Your Church and Change the World"  
 "The Christian Wallet: Spending, Giving, and Living with a Con-

science" 
 "Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus"  
 "Christmas Is Not Your Birthday" 
 "Change The World: Recovering The Message and Mission of Jesus" 

Many hotel blocks are set up for the meeting that are connected to 
or surrounding the Younes Conference Center. All of them are within 
walking distance. To view more details about hotels click "Lodging" 
on the left side of the screen. All hotel reservations must be made 
by December 20 to receive the discounted rate. 

Childcare will take place onsite at the Younes Conference Center. 
Parents must register children for childcare in addition to registering 
for the meeting.     

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/OandF 
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Annual Conference-District Schedule 2018  

January 

 All year: If congregational leadership changes/ any time, con-

tact the district office. 

 Assure that the financial audit/review begins as soon as the treasurer 

completes the 2017 books. 

 Interviews/Conversations continue with pastor requesting a move, or 

with pastors whose congregations request a change of pastor. 

 District committee on ordained ministry Interview's (specific to dis-

trict).   

 Orders and Fellowship gathering (17-19); Kearney, Nebraska. 

 Stats due on the 31st-all online. Deadline is firm. Don't be late. The 

10th of January is best; the 15th of January is above expectations; 

the 20fh of January is good; the 25th makes everyone smile; the 

30fh is cutting it close; the 31st works, but time has run out in case of 

error or question and not everyone is joyful at that point. 

February 

 District committee on ordained ministry paperwork deadline (specific 

to district). 

 Remember the financial audit/review and confirm that the reviewer 

knows to complete a Fund Balance report. 

 District committee on ordained min-

istry Interviews (specific to district). 

 Elkhorn Valley District Quarterly Pas-

toral Meeting at Norfolk First UMC, 

February 15th. 
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Using these tips, you can stay warm no matter how frightful the weather 
outside gets. 

 Warm yourself first.  
It's easier to change your 
body temperature than room 
temperature, not to mention 
more eco-friendly. Instead of 
turning up the heat, put on 
another layer of clothing. 
 Turn on the ceiling fan. 
Warm air rises to the ceiling. 
Run your fan on its lowest 
setting in a clockwise direc-
tion to push the warm air 
back down to where you can 
feel it. 
 Switch between hot and cold water in the shower. 
Hot showers immediately warm you up, but cold showers  improve blood cir-
culation between your skin and organs. Cold showers are also correlated 
with a stronger immune system. 

 Block drafts with a pool noodle.  
Keep heat in and cold out by cutting a pool noodle in half lengthwise, wrap-
ping it in fabric, and sliding it under your door. It'll stay put all winter, and 
you can re-use it at the pool come summer. (But we recommend you spring 
for a new one.) 
 Dress your windows up in warmer clothes. 
Replace thin curtains with heavier wool or fleece drapes in the winter. But be 
sure to open them on sunny days for free heat.  
 Go ahead, bake all day.  
Using your oven heats up the whole house. You'll feel even cozier if you in-
vite friends—and all their body heat—over to eat four dozen cookies. 
 Layer your covers with the thinnest, densest ones on top. 
It's intuitive, but fluffy blankets should be closer to your skin. Thin, dense 
blankets should be on top to prevent convective heat loss. Bonus tip: Don't 
put your bed directly against an exterior wall. You'll be warmer if you leave a 
little space.  
 Stuff your coat pockets with DIY hand warmers. 
You could just buy hand warmers, but you'll radiate pride and self -sufficiency 
if you make them yourself. All it takes is two Ziploc bags, water, and calcium 
chloride ice melt pellets from the hardware store.  

http://lifehacker.com/397054/run-ceiling-fans-counter-clockwise-for-summer-savings
http://lifehacker.com/397054/run-ceiling-fans-counter-clockwise-for-summer-savings
http://health.howstuffworks.com/wellness/hygiene-tips/cold-shower-health1.htm
http://health.howstuffworks.com/wellness/hygiene-tips/cold-shower-health1.htm
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2284402/Cold-showers-kill-winter-bugs-icy-jabs-tackle-prostate-cancer-Why-feeling-chilly-GOOD-health.html
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/5-ways-to-insulate-your-windows-for-winter-37643
http://www.wikihow.com/Sleep-Comfortably-on-a-Cold-Night
http://lifehacker.com/5888050/make-your-own-instant-hand-warmers-in-5-minutes
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Ingredients 

3 medium potatoes (about 1 lb.), cut into 1 1/2-inch cubes 

2 cups baby-cut carrots 

1 package (8 oz.) fresh whole mushrooms, each cut in half 

2 packages (20 oz. each) boneless skinless chicken thighs 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon instant chopped onion 

1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

1 tablespoon tomato paste 

1 jar (18 oz.) roasted chicken gravy 

1/2 cup dry white wine or water 

Steps 

 In 4- to 5-quart slow cooker, toss potatoes, carrots and mush-

rooms. Arrange chicken on vegetable mixture. Sprinkle salt, onion 

and garlic powder over chicken. Stir tomato paste into jar of gravy. 

Pour gravy mixture and wine over all. 

 Cover; cook on Low heat setting 8 to 10 hours.   

 

Slow-Cooker Chicken Stew 

Total 8 HR 10 MIN 

Servings:  6 


