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Great Plains Annual Conference  406 W. Phillip Ave, Ste. 301 

United Methodist Church    Norfolk, NE 68701 

elkhornvalley@greatplainsumc.org Phone:  402-371-1313  Fax:  402-371-8573 

        

 

Office Hours Monday ~ Friday 8 a.m.  - Noon & 1 p.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Rev. Chad Anglemyer; Rev. Lance Clay & Rev. Nancy Tomlinson,  

District Superintendents 
Kathy Hoesing, Administrative Assistant 

 July  2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elkhorn Valley District Monthly Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Self Check: 

 Are you up-to-date on 

your weekly Vital Signs da-

ta entry? 

 Clergy:  Have you sub-

mitted your Continuing 

Education form (due July 

10)? 

 Churches:  Were your 

fund balance reports sub-

mitted by June 30th? 

 Churches:  If you have a 

parsonage, and a clergy 

move, have you completed 

and turned in your signed 

parsonage paperwork to 

the District Office? 
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√  July 1 ~ July 31:  

DS, Chad Anglemyer 

out of the office. 

√  July 4th:  Conference/

District Office are 

CLOSED in honor of the 

Independence Holiday. 

√  July 10th:  Clergy continuing edu-

cation Report is due into the District of-

fice. 

√  August 26 ~ August 

28:  District Office will be 

CLOSED for training in 

KS.  Kathy will respond to emails. 

√  Sept. 29:  Nancy Tomlinson’s Instal-

lation Service for Elkhorn Valley Dis-

trict 
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The Rev. Bill Ritter takes part in the Nebraska United Methodist 

Bike Ride for Hunger (NUMB) with his sons Brett and Blake. Here, 

they ride past a lake north of Lakeside, Nebraska. Submitted photo  
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Ministry During the Ride 
There are no bike shops in Rushville, Nebras-
ka. That is why I noticed the young teenager 
carrying his disabled bike, wearing a black 
hoodie tied tightly around his face in the 80-
degree weather the afternoon NUMB was in 
town.  
 
There is no bike shop in Rushville, except for 
today, because the NUMB Ride is in town, 
and the NUMB Bike Shop is, too. I stopped 
the young man and asked what happened to 
his bike. I have seen bikes run over by cars 
that were in better shape. I told him to take 
his bike down to the semi with the NUMB 
logo on the side parked by the middle-high 
school, and I would attempt to get his bike 
going again.  A little later he showed up to 
the semi, and I put his bike on the repair 
stand and started to do my best to resurrect 
it.  
 
While the young man was watching me work 
on his bike with the NUMB bike tools and 
spare parts, he started feeling faint. The 
NUMB medical crew jumped into action. The 
nurses checked him over quickly and deter-
mined his core temperature was way too 
high. They stripped off the black hoodie and 
started cooling him down with ice.  He wore 
the hoodie all the time because of some peo-
ple who made fun of his traditional Ogallala 

Sioux hair braid.  
 
While tending to this young man, the nurses 
discovered that he works nights in the local 
nursing home, and because school was out 
for the summer, he had not had anything to 
eat for more than a day.  The NUMB nurses 
made him some peanut butter sandwiches 
from the food donated by Columbus First 
United Methodist Church intended for our 
riders at our riders’ stops.  
 
This young man ate the sandwiches and Oreo 
cookies. He soon perked up after he cooled 
down and got some food in him.  I addressed 
the bent derailleur, missing brakes, broken 
shift cables, broken rear shock and bent 
frame and wheel the best I could, and his 
bike was ready to ride again.  Some of the 
riders put together a care package of food for 
him to share with his dad and brother when 
he got home.  
 
We watched as he rode off on his repaired 
bike with several bags of food, and we real-
ized that the NUMB Ride was meant to deal 
with hunger whether it be in big or very little 
ways. 
 
This story and NUMB ride anecdote were 
submitted by the Rev. Bill Ritter.  

https://

www.greatpla

insumc.org/

newsdetail/

numb-

officially-

surpasses-the-

1-million-mark

-12843277 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/numb-officially-surpasses-the-1-million-mark-12843277
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Dear folks of the Elkhorn Valley District, 

It has indeed been a pleasure and blessing to serve you as District Superintendent for this 
past year.  I regret that I was only with you for one year.   I am impressed by your faithful-
ness and commitment and would have loved to work with you more.  I want to thank you 
for the opportunity to serve.  I also want to thank all of you for your kindness in the visits 
and cards and gifts I received on my retirement.  I plan to donate all the gifts to my favorite 
charity, the NUMB Ride for Hunger.  I 
just got back from the NUMB Ride and 
we surpassed $1,000,000 for hunger 
and that will be a little more now with 
your gifts. 

 

Thank you and God bless, 

Bill Ritter 
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Happy Independence Day!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 
Almighty God, you rule all the peoples of the earth. 
Inspire the minds of all women and men to whom you have com-
mitted 

the responsibility of government and leadership in the nations of 
the world. 

Give to them the vision of truth and justice, 
 that by their counsel all nations and peoples may work together. 
Give to the people of our country zeal for justice and strength of 
forbearance, 

that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious 
will. 

Forgive our shortcomings as a nation; 
 purify our hearts to see and love the truth. 
We pray all these things through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
   (ANDY LANGFORD, U.S.A., 20TH CENT.) 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/independence-day  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/independence-day
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Great Plains UMC 

Cabinet - 2019-20 

Photo taken May 31, 2019 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/greatplainsumc/47994762962/in/album-72157708840243083/  
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When sending emails to Kathy or the 

Elkhorn Valley District Office, please en-

sure you are using this email address  

only: 

elkhornvalley@greatplainsumc.org 

DO NOT USE:  elkhornvalley.gp@brtapp.com.  This email 

is for outgoing emails only.  If you reply to this email, I 

will NOT get it. This email is used only when sending to 

group lists out of our database.   

Family Fall Fun Day and Fundrais-

er (BBQ & Quilt Auction) 

Family fun for all!  11 a.m. worship 

starts the day right, as we get 

ready to celebrate 60 years of 

camping ministry.  Meal will be 

served following worship service until 3 p.m.  Silent auction ends at 2 p.m. when Quilt auction be-

gins, hayrack rides, pumpkins, live entertainment, petting barn, inflatable bouncer, jumping pillow, 

tree climbing, zipline rides, and much more!  Donations always graciously accepted, as this is our 

major fundraising event for the year, bring your checkbooks!  Open to the public.  No reservations 

required.  Help support your camp. 

All tree climbers & zipline riders will need health/risk forms 

signed before participating.  Minors need signatures of 

guardians.  Forms are available on the website under 

“Summer Camp”. 

DATE:  Sunday, September 15th 

TIME:  11 a.m.  – 6 p.m. 

COST:  Free will donation (fee for corn maze, zipline and laser tag) 

mailto:elkhornvalley.gp@brtapp.com
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Camp Fontanelle  - Page 1 
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Camp Fontanelle—Page 2 
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Upcoming Plan of Actions 

July 

 100-Day Plan (pastors in new appointments) 

 Clergy consultations 

 Continuing education reports due at clergy consulta-

tion (due by July 10) 

August 

 100-Day Plan 

 Begin research and work on organizing for year-end stats. 

 Begin thinking about and preparing for church conference. 

 Nominations and lay leadership committee (late August or early Septem-

ber). Pastor is chair of the nominations and lay leadership committee 

and is responsible for calling the group together/getting the work done/ 

and presenting the report to church conference. 

September 

 100-Day Plan 

 Church conference work begins. 

 S/PPRC begins work on compensation recommendation for the next 

year. 

 

Parsonage Insurance 
 
If your congregation owns a resi-

dence that is rented out or is va-

cant, it does not qualify as a par-

sonage. Your insurance company 

must be notified. 

 https://www.greatplainsumc.org/parsonageinsurance  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/parsonageinsurance
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Congratulations to the following churches for achieving 100% of their Mission Shares PAID as of 

05/31/2019: 

 

Amelia UMC 

Bartlett UMC 

Crawford Valley UMC 

Elgin UMC 

Looking Glass UMC 

Orchard UMC 

Tekamah First UMC 

Nearing the 100% threshold is: 

 

Madison Trinity UMC at 90.29% 

Great Plains Mission Shares  

 

 

 

Giving & Resources 
Income for the Great Plains United Methodist Con-
ference is generated from Mission Shares; Mission 
Agency Support*; designated funds for campus 
ministry, Hispanic ministry, new church start and 
urban ministries; the Episcopal Fund; and a transfer 
from the over-funded deposit accounts held at the 
General Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 
 
Mission Share Formula — The funding plan is 
based on the Biblical tithe. The Mission Share 
(apportionment) formula is based upon 10 percent 
of each church’s total operating income.   
*Mission Agency Support — Each Great Plains 
Conference church also will be asked to contribute 
1 percent toward Mission Agency Support. The 
Council on Finance and Administration will formal-
ize the Mission Agency Support recipients each 
year. This amount is allocated in addition to the 
Mission Share Formula. 

Agencies included in this category include but are 
not limited to some of our Wesleyan institutions, 
The Big Garden Project in Omaha, United Method-
ist Open Door in Wichita, and Wesley House in 
Pittsburg, Kan. Churches are encouraged to ap-
proach their giving as a tithe + 1, ensuring that the 
bulk of our community and institutional ministries 
continue undaunted. 

Where it Goes ... 

The new Great Plains Conference Funding Plan is broken into five sections to accom-
modate our missional priorities and to start fresh with the setting of accounts and the 
adoption of best administrative processes and practices. In addition to these five main 
sections, there is a small fund for missional opportunities included in the budget that 
will allow us the flexibility to address emerging needs at the time they arise. 
 
Episcopal Office — This section accounts for the expenses of episcopacy committee 
functions and the episcopal residence. Expenses for cabinet and district personnel and 
operations also is found in this section. 
 
Clergy Excellence — This section accounts for the personnel, program and operational 
expenses for Clergy Excellence and includes the Board of Ordained Ministry, Transition 
into Ministry, Administrative Review and Investigation for Diaconal Ministry. 
 
Congregational Excellence — The core of our work with congregations is accounted 
for in this section. It includes lay leadership development, campus, camp and youth 
ministries, our work with under-served populations and new church starts. Office, 
personnel and program expenses also are included. 
 
Mercy and Justice — Personnel and operational expenses for this section enable the 
conference to attend to acts mercy through Volunteers in Mission and disaster recov-
ery, as well as boldly step out on systemic justice issues and local ethnic concerns. 
 
Administrative Services — Personnel, program and operational costs for information 
technology, communications, the accounting offices, pension and health benefits and 
annual conference session expenses reside in this section of the Funding Plan. 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/conferencegivingresources  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/missionagencysupport
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Grants for Networks 

 Social Justice Seed Money 
 Missions (Domestic and International) 
 Young Adult Cohort 
 Campus Ministry/Community College 
 Youth Service Fund 
 Education Partnership 
 Fresh Expression 
 Disaster Relief 

Find descriptions of each of these grants    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Practices & Self-Assessment: "Is the Network Working?" 
 Clear Definition and purpose of networks by all participants 

 Do you know what a network is and why? 

 Full participation of all churches 
 Who is coming and participating? Are meetings scheduled? Is the network leader checking in on 

people not at the meeting?    

 Common places where all can work together and 1-2 common tasks defined 
 Is there a purpose defined in coming together?  

 People involved in network initiative 
 Is there a goal or grant that the network is working on together? How many churches are partici-

pating? 

 Visionary Leadership 
 Are the lay and clergy leaders speaking equally at the table? Is the network moving in a direc-

tion? 

 Resource Center, Grants, Trainings 
 What resources are used by the districts and networks? 

 Accountability practices from leader to District Superintendent 
 Administrative minutes, communication, spiritual, prayers, presence, and connection with all 

group members. 

 Network collective worship numbers, quarterly reports 
 How are we doing on professions of faith? Worship? Small groups? 

Congregational Excellence Department Grants for Networks 

The focus of the network is engaging the mission field by mobilizing resources to address min-

istry and mission needs within the network mission contexts. 

In order to support the efforts of these collaborative ministries, outreach and justice efforts of 

the networks, the congregational excellence department is pleased to announce a list of 

grants to resource and support the work of the networks as they address the needs in their 

mission fields. 

Rationale: The intent of doing ministry through the network model is to foster collaboration 

between laity and clergy, and among congregations in similar mission fields. These collabora-

tive efforts offer churches in networks the opportunity to be more fruitful in their engagement 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

networks 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/networkgrants
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/CongregationalExcellenceDepartmentGrantsforNetworks
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/networks
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/networks
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 https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/clergy_excel/continuinged/

continuing+education+report+gp+conf.pdf   

Clergy:  Submit copy of this form with CEU certificate(s) or event agenda/

program(s) to S/PPRC chairperson and to district office by July 10 or prior to 

your annual supervisory visit. Keep originals for your  records. 

How Can I Learn to Lead Like Jesus?  training opportunity  

You are invited to a rare leadership training opportunity in our Great Plains area. The 
course is called “Lead Like Jesus” and includes a book by the same name. To keep the 
registration fee for the 10+ hour course at only $50, the Great Plains United Methodist 
Men are underwriting travel expenses for the keynote presenter. Jim Boesch is a retired 
corporate trainer and now with the Deployed Staff of the UMMen General Commission. 
A detailed flyer about the course is available at the Lead Like Jesus 
link at:  www.greatplainsumc.org/ummen. A reduced local hotel rate is also available. 
Advanced Lay Servant class and CEU’s are approved. 

The course is for both men and women who wish to learn more about the leadership 
traits of our Lord and Savior, traits which can very much apply 
to our personal, community and professional lives. Course 
hours are Friday evening 7-9:30pm, August 16 and Saturday, 
August 17, 8:30-4pm, in McPherson, Kansas.  
Questions: Craig Nordaker (402) 453-6666. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

                Craig Nordaker 
                cnordaker@cox.net 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/lead+like+jesus+2019.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/lead+like+jesus+2019.pdf
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/ummen
mailto:cnordaker@cox.net
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Carroll 

United 

Methodist 

Church 

new build 

progress.  

Hallelujah!! 
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Trip Insurance 
Whether members of your congregation are going on a mission trip or a trip just 
for fun, church-sponsored day or overnight trips require insurance coverage. Links 
below are for forms for travel.  If you need additional help, please contact Pat 
McKaig in the Great Plains Conference office. 

Domestic Travel 
Registration form 
Claim Form 

Claim Form Filing Instructions 

Insurance Policy 

The Great Plains United Methodist Conference maintains an insurance policy with Philadelphia In-
demnity Insurance Company. The policy provides accident medical coverage to help minimize 
church liability exposures not covered by church property liability insurance. The policy pays as sec-
ondary coverage to an individual traveler’s primary insurance; and, it pays as primary coverage if a 
person has no insurance. 

Conference policy states that local churches will purchase domestic accident medical coverage for 
day and overnight activities including camps, conferences and retreats, fun trips and domestic mis-
sion trips. Churches must arrange for insurance before a scheduled activity by filling in the registra-
tion form above. Also linked above is informational material including necessary forms for applica-
tion and payment. 

Domestic trip rates are quite reasonable – for $25,000 of coverage the cost for a day trip is only $0.25 
per person, per day for all day activities. An overnight trip costs $0.50 per person, per day for 
all overnight activities. 

Churches enrolling for insurance coverage will complete the registration form. The premium may be 
paid by check or credit card. If paying by check, make check payable to Great Plains Annual Confer-
ence and mail to PO Box 4187, Topeka KS 66604. 

International Travel 
Insurance Summary 
Application form 

Great Plains Annual Conference provides a very broad foreign mission travel policy for churches 
within the conference. The coverage includes General Liability, Contingent Automobile, Voluntary 
Workers’ Compensation including repatriation and Executive Assistance. This policy for the trip 
participants is much broader as it provides voluntary Workers’ Compensation Benefits equivalent 
to the State benefits of which the participant resides; versus just a small amount of AD&D bene-
fits.  Assured SRA must have a completed application in their office at least two weeks prior to 
the trip. Domestic travel insurance should be utilized while in the United States before and after 
the international travel takes place. Please note that the limitation on travel participants on any 
one flight is now 20.  

For more information contact Sue Courtney (sue_c@srains.com) or Karen Hoskins 

(karen_h@srains.com) by email or at 913-831-1777. 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/tripinsurance  

mailto:pmckaig@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:pmckaig@greatplainsumc.org
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/Requesttoaddactivityfordomestictripsonly
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/admin_forms/philadelphia+accident+insurance+claim+form.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/admin_forms/philadelphia+accident+insurance+claim+filing+instructions.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/admin_forms/philadelphia+accident+insurance+policy.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/admin_forms/foreign+insurance+summary+2016.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/admin_forms/aigtripapplication1.22.16.pdf
mailto:sue_c@srains.com?subject=Great%20Plains%20-%20Trip%20Insurance
mailto:karen_h@srains.com
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/tripinsurance
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 District Committee on Ordained Ministry: 

We are currently searching for clergy and laity members to fill posi-

tions on the District Committee on ordained ministry.  If you are in-

terested in expanding your 

ministry, or would like to nomi-

nate someone for this position, 

please submit your name and 

information to Kathy at the Dis-

trict Office as soon as possible, 

so we can build our team for 

the new appointive season.  

Did you know? 

The Great Plains Conference has 

around 400 ERT’s, however there are 

only approximately 20 ERTs that have 

been repeatedly reporting to work in 

these weather related tragedies in Kansas and Nebraska.  In fact, al-

most all of those volunteering are from Kansas.  If you are being 

called; you are needed!  There are jobs for all skill levels.   

1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms. 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/boom_forms/gp+dcoom+handbook+correction+12-14-2017.pdf
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https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/clergy_excel/first+100+day+plan.pdf  
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How to Be Happy Every Day with These 

10 Simple Tips  

For many, finding happiness is a life-long effort that they adapt 

along the way.  While there are no rules about how to be hap-

py, many people have success with the ideas outlined here. 

What are some secrets on how to find happiness? 

Learning how to live a happy life is a common goal.  Collective 

wisdom suggests you can only learn to be happy after you’ve 

learned how to be happy with yourself. 

Consider the following 10 tips for how to live a happy life. 

1. Recognize that you have choices 

While you can’t prevent many of the difficulties that 

you’ll encounter in life, you can control how you re-

spond to them.  You’ll be more content once you begin 

to see happiness as a choice rather than as a good for-

tune that only some people enjoy. 

2. Practice gratitude 

Even during the most difficult life experiences, there 

are often things to be grateful for.  Acknowledging 

what is good in your life is an essential step in learning 

how to live a happy life. 

3. Forgiveness 

Anger toward yourself, toward things that have hap-

pened in your life, or, anger toward other people can 

be a significant burden.  When you can let go of anger, 

you may begin learning how to be happy with yourself. 

4. Mindfulness 

Become aware of the role your thoughts play in the 

quality of your daily life.  Focusing on bad things and 

negative emotions can be destructive.  You can learn to 

be happier when you stop dwelling on the negative 

and focus on the more positive side of things. 

5. Friendship 

Feeling included in a community of friends can be im-

portant part of living a happier life.  Without the love 

and fellowship of friends, loneliness may become a 

factor that can detract from your health, happiness, 

and overall well-being. 

6. Rest 

Getting the right amount of sleep is important for feel-

ing refreshed and focused.  But losing sleep can also 

impact your mood.  You can help your quality of life by 

practicing good sleep habits and getting plenty of unin-

terrupted rest. 

7. Movement 

Exercise stimulates your blood flow, which can help 

you feel better.   While some people enjoy very intense 

exercise — and the endorphins it can generate — even 

a small amount of movement I beneficial and can help 

improve mood, lessen stress, and improve sleep. 

8. Sunshine 

Sunshine typically makes people feel happier.  Take 

advantage of sunny days by getting outside — but 

don’t forget the sunscreen.  If your environment is 

often without sun, lamps that are specially designed to 

mimic sunlight may be an option.  If you are affected 

by dreary weather or the wet, wintry seasons, talk to 

your doctor.  You should also talk to your doctor if you 

are pregnant or nursing for help choosing the right 

sunscreen for you. 

9. Cleanliness 

Keeping your work and home spaces clean and free of 

clutter may help lift your mood.  For example, some 

people are happier when they rearrange furniture and 

spend a day cleaning out a closet.  If you're feeling 

crowded in your space, try a little cleaning and organiz-

ing to see if that boosts your happiness. 

10. Small Wins 

Part of learning how to be happy with yourself comes 

with life experiences.  Try to set and work toward 

achieving some goals.  Start small.  Find a goal or two 

that are relatively easy to accomplish.  Have a plan in 

place for how you will achieve them.  Achieving goals 

can help boost your confidence, and with it, your sense 

of happiness, too. 

Finding happiness is different for everyone.  Try making a few 

small changes a day that help you feel better when you do 

them.  Over time they become good habits that can lead to a 

happier — and healthier — you. 

https://www.cigna.com/individuals-families/health-wellness/

how-to-be-happy?

EID=EM_01_1235050&Lead_Key_ID=211359804698  

Shared by Peggy Mihoover, Conference Benefits Officer 
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Bible Quiz Ice Breakers 
 

1. Finish this verse. “In every 

 battle you will need faith 

 as your ______ to stop the 

 fiery arrows aimed at you 

 by Satan.”   

2. What tribe is Paul from?   

3. According to the Beatitudes 

  who will be filled?   

4. Who is Stephen in Acts of 

 the Apostles?   

5. Who takes Jesus’s body off 

 the cross?   

6. Who is the high priest of  

7.  Jerusalem who put Jesus 

 on trial?   

8.  Who went with Paul on his 

 first missionary journey? 

9. How many churches of Asia 

 Minor were there? 

10.Who wrote Acts of  

 Apostles? 

11. What language was most of 

 the New Testament  

 originally written in? 

12. What is John the  

 baptizer’s father’s name? 

13. In which Gospel did Jesus 

 say and quote: 

 “Everything is possible for 

 one who believes.”? 

14.  Where did Jesus grow up 

 after returning from 

 Egypt? 

 
 

 

 

https://icebreakerideas.com/bible-

trivia-questions-answers/  

https://icebreakerideas.com/bible-trivia-questions-answers/
https://icebreakerideas.com/bible-trivia-questions-answers/

