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THE OUTLOOK 
Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

104 S. 4th Street, Suite 3, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

“I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.”  John 10:9 

 

Christ is the gate; whoever enters by that gate will be saved.  But what does that mean, to be “saved”?  I think some-
times our grasp of that holy activity is pretty narrow.  Yes, I understand that this is a central tenet of our faith, salva-
tion.  Some days we can’t seem to go farther than gratitude for the forgiveness of our sins and the promise of life in 
heaven after death.  Jesus not only invites us into his sheepfold for security and community, but out into the pasture 
of abundance.  The very next verse in that passage contains the promise that has been bedrock to my own choosing 
Christ as my savior, “I have come that they might have life, and have it abundantly.”  David Lose, commentator, says 
that we are not only saved from something but also for something, for life in all its abundance here and now.  When 
people ask me what difference Christ makes in my life, I can answer that because of Christ, I have purpose, I can 
thrive, and I have joy.  As we move with joy and purpose towards Easter Sunday, we rejoice that the resurrection 
means that no matter what happened last Friday, today there is abundant Life. 

 

 

“I was so lost, I should have died 

But you have brought me to your side 

To be led by your staff and rod 

And to be called a Lamb of God.”         (Twila Paris, “Lamb of God”) 

 

In Christ,  Claudia 
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Leadership Connection  

The Flint Hills District Spring Leadership Connection workshop was a great success.  We had 29 people in 
attendance, in spite of the fact that it was Spring Break!  Above, Dave Brant, Coordinator of Lay 
Leadership Development for the Great Plains Conference, spoke on the vital nature of lay leadership in the 
local church, and gave some information about Lay Servant training in the conference.  Rev. Michael 
Tomson-DeGreeff, pastor of Wamego FUMC, spoke to the group about how he uses Leadership Institute 
and the Compassion Care Seminar at Church of the Resurrection, and instructed the group on how he uses 
and teaches lay leadership in his church.  Michael stressed the importance of listening, humility, and 
cooperation.  Rev. Troy Bowers, pastor of Manhattan FUMC, spoke about taking teams to Leadership 
Institute at COR, and how his lay teams have used that information to lead the church.  One participant 
commented, “I thought this workshop was excellent!...I feel a sense of renewal—excitement/passion 
especially to go back and share in Christ!” 

Watch for our next “Leadership Connection” event in the fall! 
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Campus Minister Justin Jamis and student leaders participated in the K-State Open House on April 1.  The 
residence was open for a walk-through and Justin and students worked a booth and the crowd in the KS 
Student Union. 

K-State Wesley has rooms available for fall in its wonderful, large residential facility.  Do you know students 
who are looking for a place to live while attending school in Manhattan?  Contact Justin at 
kstatewesley@gmail.com  Rates are good and the company is fantastic! 

To send in your stories, pictures and 

upcoming events or the monthly newsletter.    

 Send to Eve at  

flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

 

mailto:kstatewesley@gmail.com


 

The Outlook—Flint Hills District Newsletter  4 

 

Each fall, the youth of College Avenue UMC solicit donations for 174 reserved parking places for K State’s home 
football games. The youth work the parking lot each game, providing hospitality and security. In addition to funding 
their annual mission trip, each year the youth return at least $10,000 in donations to the church and various 
Manhattan non-profits. 
 
Each spring, community organizations are invited to submit grant requests for up $1,000. Prospective grantees are 
asked to outline how their projects align with College Avenue’s Guiding Values: dignity, compassion, spiritual growth 
and community. The youth group considers grant requests in late February. CAUMC youth have been giving grants 
for more than 15 years, and have returned more than $100,000 to local non profits! 
 
The youth group recently awarded $13,670 to local groups. 
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On Sunday, March 12th, 2017, we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the founding of our church and I thought I 
would share some photos and information with you!  
 
Our 11:00 worship service was full of special guests and special music. Previous pastors and staff members traveled 
from all over the country to be with us on this memorable day.  

 

We took this time to honor longtime staff members -- some who have worked with us for 65 years! We also recognized 
longtime members -- some who have attended Wamego UMC since the 1930's!  

 

Our head pastor, Reverend Michael Tomson-DeGreeff, Bishop, Reverend Ruben Saenz Jr., Superintendent, Reverend 
Claudia Bakely and Reverend Fritz Clark all played a part in making the service one to remember. Fritz Clark, who gave 
the sermon, also preached at our 125th celebration. 

 

But what's a celebration without music, right? Our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Prairie Rose Quarter, and Morning Star 
Quartet all gave wonderful performances. Chris Day has been our Chancel and Bell Choir Director for 35 years now! 

 

After the service we all enjoyed the company of new and old friends and bonded over our mutual love of fried chicken.  

 

This day will go down in history, of course, but we are all looking forward to the next 150 years of inviting, growing and 
serving at Wamego UMC. 

 

Photos of the day are attached below. Many of the memories were captured on video as well -- this can be seen 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp36L9QDCLk&t=43s.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp36L9QDCLk&t=43s
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Plan to attend the Emporia State Campus Ministry Challenge on April 

23rd, 12 to 3 at the at the Emporia Arts Council, 815 Commercial St, 

Emporia.  There will be a catered lunch and a celebration of the 

work at UMCMESU.  It’s also our Spring fund-raiser, so come 

prepared to be generous towards this important witness!  RSVP to 

Kurt Cooper at umcmesu@gmail.com, or call 620-342-5854 

mailto:umcmesu@gmail.com
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CCIP-Zimbabwe invites you  to join an exciting Mission trip to Zimbabwe, Africa July 18 to August 01, 2017. CCIP-
Zimbabwe is a 501 (c) (3) organization and a United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries approved Advance 
Special project, #15120N. CCIP-Zimbabwe seeks to radiate the love of God through participating in sustainable 
projects and programs, building relationships and learning  
 
The focus for the 2017 team: CONSTRUCTION, WORKSHOPS and REVIVAL! Our partners in 2017 is Makoni/Buhera 
District of the United Methodist Church. VIM team members will stay with host families selected by the District. The 
cost of  this trip is $3,600.00 covering air travel, ground travel, two nights motel, accident insurance, food, 
administration and project money. If you are interested in going on the 2017 VIM trip, start sending your money to 
Minneapolis UMC, 418 N Rock Street, Minneapolis, KS 67467 so that you are paid up by April 15, 2017. Team 
members are encouraged to raise funds for the construction project or any other project of their choice!  
 
If any has questions or need more information, please contact Pastor Kennedy Mukwindidza at 
mwaona@hotmail.com  or by phone at 620 382 5480 at any time. 
 
Below is the tentative schedule for 2017. 
 
July 18 Tuesday leave the USA 
July 19 Wednesday Arrive in Zimbabwe 
July 20 Thursday travel to Rusape 
July 21 Friday visit work site 
July 22 Saturday attend revival 
July 23 Sunday attend revival 
July 24 Monday work day 
July 25 Tuesday work day 
July 26 Wednesday work day 
July 27 Thursday work day 
July 28 Friday work day 
July 29 Saturday revival 
July 30 Sunday Revival 

Flint Hills District Prayer Calendar 

April 
9 Lebo-Olivet 
16 Manhattan:  College Avenue 
23 Marysville-Oketo 
30 Americus-Reading 
 
 
May 
7 Hamilton-Virgil-Neal 
14 Axtell-Beattie 
21 Wamego 
28 Eureka 

mailto:mwaona@hotmail.com

