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They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him’.  When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there…”  John 20:13-14a 

 

One April early in my tenure as DS of the Flint Hills District, I was driving down 177 just as the world had suddenly taken on the 
bright green of spring.  You know how that happens, one day it’s brown and winter, the next day it’s warm and beautiful? Tiny 
cows were everywhere in the pastures, and I swear that the big cows were leaping with joy in the sunshine!  I thought about how 
just a few weeks before the cows were standing in the snow, in bitter cold, hunkered down against the wind.  I found myself 
wondering if they had any grasp of time and seasons; were they thinking (what do cows think about?), “Oh my goodness, the 
winter is over and now we’re warm and eating sweet green shoots of grass. Last month was lousy—but It’s going to be a 
wonderful summer!”  Or did they just bask in the light of this moment, this day, and didn’t have any memory at all of the bleak 
midwinter?  I think we’re blessed as humans to experience the difference between darkness and light, between cold and warmth, 
between storm and calm.  To know the truth of God leading us into newness of life, after we’ve walked through the valley of the 
shadow of death.   

On Palm Sunday I attended worship at Manhattan First.  The music was amazing, the children waving palm branches were 
adorable, and Troy’s sermon was a message of abundance and hope.  The worship took us through Holy Week, with its 
dissonance, tears, and fear.  I had brought a long-time, very close friend with me that day.  She and I had lived through many 
deeply troubling times together; sharing times of tears and loss, illness, broken relationships, death and great disappointment.  I 
know you have friends like that, too. As we traced Jesus’ steps through that week in which he walked towards the crucifixion, the 
memory of those events returned.  But, there we were: worshiping our awesome God’s care and greatness in that beautiful place, 
together.  That’s Easter, friends.  Christ has been resurrected, Life continues, joy comes in the morning.  And in the community, 
the body of Christ, we will be together: today, tomorrow, and in eternity, rejoicing in God’s healing new day.  Hallelujah!   

 

In Christ, 

Claudia 
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Date Time Event Location 
April 7  8:30 a.m. Lay Servant Training  

**Registration closed** 

Emporia First UMC 

April 7 9:30 a.m. Active Shooter Training 

**More information below** 

Osage City UMC 

April 7 12:30 p.m. ERT Training 

**More information below** 

Osage City UMC 

April 14 9:00 a.m. FHD UMW Meeting Council Grove UMC 

April 28  1:00 p.m. Spring Leadership Connection Blue Rapids UMC 

May 5  1:00 p.m. Spring Leadership Connection Emporia Grace UMC 

May 15 7:00 p.m. Pre-Conference Briefing Manhattan First UMC 

May 17 7:00 p.m. Pre-Conference Briefing Emporia First 

June 13-16  Annual Conference Wichita, KS 

June 16-21  Institute 2018 Beyond Belief Baker University 

August 9-10  Global Leadership Summit 

*More information below* 

Manhattan, KS 

Flinthills District  Upcoming Events  

Prayer Calendar 
 
April 
April 8  Cottonwood Falls-Elmdale 
April 15 Madison-Ebenezer 
April 22 St. George 
April 29 Eureka 
 
May 
May 6 Westmoreland 
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Spring Leadership Connection 

Vital churches happen because of vital leadership, both laypeople and clergy persons.  We invite clergy 

persons to bring a team of laypersons who are leaders in your church to this workshop.  If your pastor 

can’t come, come without them! 

We will offer two dates and places. Topic will be the same, so choose which one works for you! 

 Saturday, April 28, 1pm to 4pm, Blue Rapids UMC 

 Saturday, May 5, 1pm to 4pm, Emporia Grace UMC 

At our last Leadership Connection, we focused on our Mission Fields, and gave churches tools to assess 

their areas and communities.   

 

Our topic this Spring is:  

How to create goals and strategies to make disciples in your mission field. 

How to develop a mission statement and vision for your church.  

How to focus your activities around your church’s mission and vision.   

Presenters: 

Rev. Nathan Stanton, Great Plains Director of Congregational Development 

Rev. Jim Akins, retired Hays DS, serving Frankfort UMC in the Flint Hills District 

Pre-Conference Briefings 

The Flint Hills District will offer two pre-conference briefings this year. 

Great Plains Annual Conference will be held in Wichita, June 13-16 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. 

May 15:  Manhattan: First  

May 17:  Emporia:  First 

 

Lay representatives, clergy and Anyone else who is interested in what will 

be decided at conference are urged to attend. 
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Flinthills District UMW 

Spring Meeting•April 14th 

Winter is almost over and spring around the corner! Our Spring District meeting is fast approaching.  Make 

plans to attend, it will be well worth attending. 

  The meeting will be in Council Grove. 

 April 14, Saturday 

 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m., meet and greet each other. 

 9:30 a.m. the meeting will begin. 

Vera Williams will be leading the study,  “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the 

United States.”  We will be looking at the three conferences which are the Alaska Conference, Appalachia and 

the Red Bird Missionary Conference and also the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conferences. We will travel 

with Vera to the destinations and learn why they are missionary conferences and what caused them to 

become conferences. 

This meeting is open to all UMW members. 

All UMW officers and members are encouraged to attend. It is an opportunity to learn and share time with 

members from other churches.  Be an encourager! Invite other women to go with you. 

 

Registration for Spring Meeting • April 14th 

The cost is $8.00 

Deadline is: Friday, April 6th 

No refunds are given. If you are unable to come you may send someone in your place. 

If you are unable to get someone to come remember the cost of the meal goes to help 

the local UMW in their missions. 

Mail Lucille Constable your registration with your check or you may email your 

registration and bring a check to the meeting. 

Email address:lvcwhitecitygirl@gmail.com 
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2018 Annual Conference Session 

The 2018 Great Plains Annual Conference Session will be held June 13-16 at the Century II Perform-
ing Arts and Convention Center (225 W Douglas Ave) in Wichita, Kansas. The theme, "Therefore Go: 
Proclaim Christ" marks the second year of a four-year theme meant to help clergy and laity of the 
Great Plains live into active discipleship. 

Annual conference will begin with a memorial and communion service at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 
13. Other special events are the retirement dinner and celebration Thursday evening, June 14; and 
ordination at 7:30 p.m, Friday, June 15. 

The Rev. Dr. Mark R. Teasdale will be the plenary speaker at the 2018 Great Plains Annual Conference 
Session on Friday morning, June 15. Drawing on some of the most recent research in the field of 
evangelism as well as a decade of experience teaching evangelism, this seminar will provide an 
“evangelism equation” that guides individual Christians and congregations to articulate their faith in 
authentic and creative ways. Participants will learn:  

1. How to overcome congregations’ misgivings about evangelism by shifting from thinking about 
evangelism in a technical way to thinking about it as a matter of formation 

2. What is involved in developing a holistic evangelistic strategy 
3. Specific ways leadership can emphasize evangelism in the congregation 

Dr Teasdale will present to half of the conference members at a time, while the other half partici-
pate in a workshop of their choice.  There will be six to eight workshops that you can select from. 
Descriptions of the workshops, coming soon. 

An optional listening session has been scheduled for Wednesday afternoon from 2-4 p.m. The 
listening session will be much like a town hall meeting for the conference and will include a time 
for worship, prayer, learning and dialogue. The latest information available from the Council of 
Bishops about The Way Forward will be shared. There will be time scheduled during the session 
of the annual conference that will also inform you about the Council of Bishop’s proposal and the 
upcoming General Conference in February 2019. 

More information can be found on the Great Plains website:  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference 
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Institute 2018: Beyond Belief- July 16-21  
 For over 100 years, young people have come to Baker University in Baldwin 
City, Ks to attend United Methodist Youth Institute. Institute is a week of 
Christian spiritual growth and faith development for high school students 
(incoming freshman-graduating seniors). 

At Institute, youth experience Christian community and are taught to receive 
and give care and support as modeled by Christ. Institute is intentional about 
making disciples for the transformation of the world. Join us this summer for 
Institute 2018: Beyond Belief  

More information can be found at:  https://campchippewa.org/institute/ 

Campus ministries unite for spring break project in Rio Texas 
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/campus-ministries-
unite-for-spring-break-project-in-rio-texas-11124703  

Area churches celebrate Palm Sunday 

http://www.emporiagazette.com/area_news/article_ccd26466-

e604-58ea-895e-7ee6416b3b5e.html?

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/campus-ministries-unite-for-spring-break-project-in-rio-texas-11124703
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/campus-ministries-unite-for-spring-break-project-in-rio-texas-11124703
http://www.emporiagazette.com/area_news/article_ccd26466-e604-58ea-895e-7ee6416b3b5e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
http://www.emporiagazette.com/area_news/article_ccd26466-e604-58ea-895e-7ee6416b3b5e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
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Dear Flint Hills District Pastors & Leaders, 

 

We all know and experience daily the power of the local church.  The church is the hope of the world and has 
the gifts needed to transform communities.  Unlocking this power takes great leadership.  On August 9 & 10, 
the Global Leadership Summit is coming to the K-State Union located in Manhattan, KS.  The Summit is a 2-
day satellite leadership training geared toward revitalizing leaders in communities - both within and outside 
the church walls.  I am a long-time attender of the Summit and feel it has had an incredible impact on my 
ministry and relationship with Christ. Learn more about this event by clicking here! 

 

Let me know if you or your church members could benefit from a reduced rate.  You could be eligible for a 
half-price discount.  Rather than paying the $189 for this two-day event, you would just pay $95 per 
person.  Staff or volunteers who work with youth can receive a discounted rate of $89.  Let me know if you 
need the youth discount code.  If you live near the Manhattan area, consider attending one of the "Taste of 
the Summit" events on the attached handout. 

 

The first two people that contact me will receive a FREE registration.  I hope to see you and your team 
there.  Everyone wins when a faith leader gets better! 

 

Have a good day. 

 

Rev. Melanie Martin 

Pastor of Community Care 

First United Methodist Church Manhattan, KS 

mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com 

Work Phone: (785)776-8821 

http://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/
mailto:mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com
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  Pastoral Assessments due  

May 15 

Forms available 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

staffparishforms 

Fund Balance Reports  

Due June 30 

Forms available 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

churchtreasurerresources 

“Like” our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/

