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Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’  He said, 
‘Come’.”  Matthew 14: 28-29 
“We’re all walking on the water; we just don’t know it.”  Don Hasty 
 
My friend and DS colleague Don Hasty did a devotion for the cabinet last week in which he showed 
us an enigmatic painting of Christ walking on the water and asked us to talk about what we saw 
there.  And then he made the above observation and I have been mulling it over ever since.  We’re 
all walking on the water, we just don’t know it. Of course we are.   When we give our hearts, our 
trust, and our devotion to Christ, he will use us to change the world.  But those changes happen 
because of our faithful living out of the call Christ makes on our lives.  No, it’s not all the terror of 
walking on water; but our days are filled with undertakings that we avoid out of fear.  For me, it’s 
that phone call, that conversation, or the key to changing the life of a congregation or a pastor that 
I’m just not sure of yet.  “Come out on the water,” Christ says.  “I’ll hold you up.”  What is it for you?  
Is it volunteering somewhere new?  Calling Washington?  Visiting a neighbor?  Changing a career?  
Forgiving someone?  Is Christ calling you to walk on the water?  You can be assured that he is.  
But he’s holding out his hand, and he can walk you through the storm.   
 
Joining you on the sea! 
 
In Christ, Claudia  
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Many thanks to all of you, pastors and church leaders, who worked so hard to get your end-of-
year statistical tables in on time and in good order!  You are the best!! 

Pastoral assessments will be due on May 15.  These very 
important documents include an assessment portion by the 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee as well as a self-
assessment by each pastor.  Some of your pastors will be 
going before District Committee on Ordained Ministry at the 
end of May, and their assessments may be due earlier than 
May 15; please check with them or us to be sure.  We had 
lots of people this year who confused these assessments 
with the Appointive Recommendations that are due from all 
clergy and churches by December 1.  The Pastoral 
assessment document is more detailed and should be a 
conversation about effectiveness that also brings to bear 
the responsibilities of the church for vital ministries.  Your 
pastors deserve your thoughtful and honest feedback; and 
our connectional system requires us keeping good records 
of both pastors’ and congregation’s work.   
The 2017 forms should be available on the Great Plains 
website by March 1.   
 

Prayer Calendar 

February 
12 Fancy Creek Zion 
19 Saint Marys 
26 Junction City Church of our Savior 
 
March 
5 Olsburg 
12 Emmett 
19 Frankfort 
26 Emporia:  Grace 
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The Harveyville United Methodist Church is having an Emergency 
Responder Recognition Sunday service on February 26 starting 
at 10:30 a.m.  We will be honoring fire fighters, EMT's, and people 
in the community who worked so hard to help with cleanup efforts 
after the tornado that swept through our town five years ago on 
February 28.  Many homes and the church were destroyed. A 
dinner will be provided at noon after the service. If you would like 
to help us honor those who volunteered their time and talents, 
please feel free to join us. 
 

 

Pastor Jeff and Christine Potter (Harveyville UMC and Emporia First UMC) are helping to develop the 
first South Central Jurisdiction “Earthkeeper” training this summer.  Participants go through a training 
on the theology of creation care and community organizing and then commit to designating 10 hours a 
month towards an environmental project in the community, and meet quarterly with a group of cohorts 
for support in the projects. This training will take place August 1-6, 2017 at Mount Sequoyah in 
Fayetteville, AR.  Jeff says, “I would love to recruit some additional people from our district as well as 
the Conference.” The deadline for applications for the training is May 1, 2017.  If you are interested in 
this, or have more questions, please connect with Jeff, jpotter@greatplainsumc.org  

 

 

Earthkeepers is planning its first training session for the South Central Jurisdiction August 1-6 in 
Fayetteville, AR. Earthkeepers is a ministry of the United Methodist Church's Global Ministries, 
seeking to commission 500 people, both laity and clergy, who will serve as missionaries for the 
care of God's creation. For more information on the program and how to apply, visit http://
www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/april/0422newearthkeepers or 
contact Jeff Potter at jpotter@greatplainsumc.org.   

     

New Earthkeepers Program Aims to 
Commission 500 for ... 

www.umcmission.org 

New Earthkeepers Program Aims to Commission 500 for Creation 

Care Work. By Christa Meland. Almost every time Rev. Pat Watkins 

introduces himself as a missionary for ... 

mailto:jpotter@greatplainsumc.org
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/april/0422newearthkeepers
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/april/0422newearthkeepers
mailto:jpotter@greatplainsumc.org
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/april/0422newearthkeepers
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/april/0422newearthkeepers
http://www.umcmission.org
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LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

March 10-11, 2017 

Manhattan:  College Ave. UMC 

1609 College Ave. 

Manhattan, KS 

785-539-4191  

 

Friday:        Saturday: 

5:30-6:00 Registration     8:00-8:30 Morning Service 

6:00-6:30 Welcoming Service—Marvin Tischhauser 8:30-10:15 Class reconvene 

6:30-7:45 Classes start     10:15-10:30 Break Time 

7:45-8:00 Break Time     10:30-11:30 Class reconvene 

8:00-9:00 Class      11:30-1:00 Lunch on your own 

        1:00-2:30 Class reconvene 

        2:30-2:45  Break Time 

        2:45-400 Class reconvene 

        4:00-4:30  Closing service with communion 
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Leadership Connection 

 Our next Flint Hills District Leadership Connection will be Saturday, March 25.  Location 

will be Grace UMC in Emporia.  Time will be 1:00—4:00 pm 

 

All Lay Leaders, Lay Members to Annual Conference and Clergy are invited to bring a team 
of interested laity from your church.  Our most vital churches in the district are ones with 
strong lay leadership!  This event will feature information and experiences from churches 
that have utilized various leadership training offered around the Great Plains Conference 
including lay servant ministries, Leadership Institute and Compassion Care, and how those 
churches use outside resources to do local church leadership training for vital ministries.    
to share what has worked for you and learn from others in our district.  

Our goal: Support and train local church lay leadership, support lay/clergy partnership, 

and learn from each other!    
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Message from Hollie Tapley, Great Plains Conference Disaster Response 

Coordinator: 

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion for 

them 

because they were troubled and helpless . . .” 

Matthew 9:36 

 

I hope the new year has been pleasant and kind to each of 

you!  My prayer is for 2017 to be a great year for you and your family.  

 

We ended 2016 with the Eureka Tornado and the Mulvane/Belle Plaine area floods.   An 

average of 25 ERT’s responded from all over our conference to serve these communities 

with compassion and skill.  Long Term Recovery work is happening now in Eureka and 

Mulvane – if you have individuals desiring to serve in one or both of these areas, please let 

me know.   

 

Do you know if your church has a disaster plan?  It is our goal in 2017 to have every local 

church in our conference begin the steps to formulate a disaster plan.    

We hope to establish 2 Spiritual and Emotional Care Teams around our conference.   These 

teams will serve as the spiritual and emotional care 

individuals for ERT teams during relief and recovery from disasters.    

Watch for training dates to be announced in the GPConnect and on our Great Plains 

Disaster Response Facebook page. 

 

Invite your family and friends to take part in a ERT session:  

Date TBA, Berryton UMC 

Feb. 18, Ellis UMC (KS) 

April 29, Chapel Hill, Wichita (KS) 

Date TBA, Belleville UMC (KS) 
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Now is the time to start planning for Institute 2017!  We know that youth, especially senior high youth, 

are very busy.  Getting Institute on their calendars early is the surest way to encourage their participa-

tion in this spiritually vital, formative experience.  Institute dates for this year are:   July 17-22 

To enter your weekly reports for example:   

 

 Worship attendance 

 Professions of faith 

 Small group participation 

 Persons serving in mission and outreach 

 Amount given to other organizations to support 
mission and ministry 

 Total offering received this week 

 

If you need access please contact Eve at the district 

office: 

785-776-7730 or flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 
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Clergy Meeting Time  

When:  Tuesday, March 7th 

Location:  Keats UMC 

Time:  9:30-11:30 

 

Or 

 

When:  Thursday, March 9th 

Location:  Madison UMC 

Time:  9:30—11:30 

 

Please let Eve know which meeting you will be attending by 

Monday, March 6th 
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Spring training is designed for youth ministry teams.  Bring everyone in your church 
who works with youth - pastors, youth leaders, Sunday School teachers, confirmation 
mentors, and parents. 

 

Our speaker is Jake Mulder, co-author of Growing Young and Director of Strategic 
Initiatives at Fuller Youth Institute.  Jake will lead four sessions to help us understand 
how we can strengthen our ministries with young people.  

 

Spring Training will be offered in Wichita, KS at Aldersgate UMC Renew Campus  on 
March 31- April 1 and in Lincoln, NE at Horizons Community Church on April 28-
29.  .Registration is only $79 for a team of up to 4 people.  Registration includes lunch 
on Saturday, snacks throughout the event, and a bundle of youth ministry resources for 
your church.  Free childcare is provided.   

Register your team at:  http://www.greatplainsumc.org/springtraining  

 

We are hoping you will help us spread the word throughout our conference about receiving up-to-date 
information, news and messages from Bishop Saenz by copying and pasting this short paragraph in your 
newsletter or bulletin every other week for a while. 

  

"To receive messages from Bishop Saenz and to stay up to date on news happenings around the Great Plains 
United Methodist Conference, please sign up for the weekly GPconnect email newsletter at http://gp-
email.brtapp.com/subscribe, or send an email to rdelisi@greatplainsumc.org. 

Follow the conference on Facebook so you see videos and receive information as it becomes available, as well as 
get to know people from around the conference. Like the conference’s Facebook page by going to https://
www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsUMC." 

  
Thank you 
Todd Seifert, Communications Director 

http://gp-email.brtapp.com/subscribe
http://gp-email.brtapp.com/subscribe
mailto:rdelisi@greatplainsumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsUMC
https://www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsUMC
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/

