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“He said to them, ‘Go into the world and proclaim the Good News to all creation.’”  Mark 16:15 

It’s February.  Christmas is over, your Church Conferences are accomplished, Statistical Tables I, II, and III have been 

completed (she says with great faith and hope!).  New leadership teams are on board in your churches.  Some of you 

anticipate changes in pastoral leadership in the summer, but most of you are back to work, doing ministry, making 

plans, doing some new things, and refining some of the tried and true.  All of us seek the leading of the Holy Spirit as 

we wonder what will become of our churches, our communities and our denomination in the next few years.  But we 

wonder in hopeful anticipation!  God’s plans for us are good, and we are God’s people, proclaiming the Good News 

with our voices and with our lives. 

Last fall we had great attendance at our Leadership Connection workshops, and we asked folks to spend some time 

assessing their communities in order to more effectively plan how to proclaim that Good News.  What have you discov-

ered?  What are you planning?  How is God calling you to your mission field? 

Last week I visited Miller UMC for Sunday worship.  Pastor Diane Euler used her sermon time to prepare her congrega-

tion for goal-setting work (she’s done that with all three of her churches).  She highlighted information from the Mis-

sionInSite demographic study of their area, reminded them of last years’ goals and what they’d accomplished together 

as well as what needed more work.  And she left them with questions designed to encourage their discussion of what 

their 2018 plans might look like.  In very small communities like Miller, when the pastor works full-time along with serv-

ing 3 churches, creative, focused use of time is called for.  By the way, she didn’t know I was coming to visit until the 

evening before! 

How are you focusing your leadership goals?  What creative ways are you planning to follow God’s leading?   

I’d love to hear your learnings and your plans. 

In Christ, Claudia 



 

 

Mission Shares News  Many thanks to all of you for your faithful giving of your Mission Shares.  Flint 

Hills finished with a 95.4% pay-out, compared to 2016’s 91.3% (see below).  Together, we do wonderful 

work for the Kingdom! 

 

From the January 24 GPconnect: 

For the first time in its history as a unified conference, the churches of the Great Plains United Methodist 

Conference exceeded 90 percent payout of their 2017 mission shares. In all, 792 churches in the 

conference remitted 100 percent of their mission shares, which support the shared mission and ministries 

of United Methodists in Kansas and Nebraska and around the world. 

“Surpassing 90 percent for the first time marks an important milestone for the Great Plains,” said Scott 
Brewer, treasurer and director of administrative services for the conference. “Our churches continue to 
give faithfully and sacrificially to support our shared ministries.” 
While this is the first time the Great Plains has achieved a payout as high as 90 percent, its predecessor 
conferences had a history of achieving such high participation levels. As recently as 2007, both the Kansas 
West and Nebraska Conferences exceeded 90-percent payouts. 
 
In total, 11 of the 17 districts exceeded 90-percent payout this year. For the second year in a row, 
Gateway had the highest payout of 98.1 percent. Payouts for each district are as follows: 
Blue River, 96.9; Dodge City, 83.6; Elkhorn Valley, 95.0; Five Rivers, 84.0; Flint Hills, 95.4; Gateway, 98.1; 
Great West, 98.0; Hays, 90.9; Hutchinson, 94.3; Kansas City, 91.1; Missouri River, 92.7; Parsons, 79.3; 
Prairie Rivers, 97.3; Salina, 93.7; Topeka, 83.1; Wichita East, 79.2; Wichita West, 83.1. 
 
Year-end statements for individual churches will be available on the conference website by the end of the 
week. Churches can access their individual reports by going to :   
www.greatplainsumc.org/statementsremittanceforms. 

http://gp-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/www.greatplainsumc.org/statementsremittanceforms


 

Emporia Grace UMC held a Human Trafficking Movie Event on Sunday, January 28.  The event 

included a project called “Fresh Start Duffle Bags” that the participants and folks at Grace put 

together for those in need.  The Emporia Gazette published an informative article about the event 

and the work, you can read it here:  

http://www.emporiagazette.com/latest_news_and_features/article_b2afd1a7-ea47-5ac4-9df1-

1b3e9ad76a9f.html#utm_campaign=blox&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social 

 

Great work, Grace folks!  This is an issue that affects far too many vulnerable people, and is closer 

to us that we think.   

February Calendar 
 
February 6 – 9    Appointive Cabinet Topeka 
February 14   Ash Wednesday 
February 17 9:30 – 11:30  Flint Hills District Strategic Leadership Team  Council Grove UMC 
February 17     Bishop’s Confirmation Rally McPherson FUMC 
February 19 – 22   Appointive Cabinet  Lincoln 
February 28 9:30 – 11:30   District Clergy Business Meeting  Council Grove UMC 
March 3   Bishop’s Confirmation  Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln 

http://www.emporiagazette.com/latest_news_and_features/article_b2afd1a7-ea47-5ac4-9df1-1b3e9ad76a9f.html#utm_campaign=blox&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social
http://www.emporiagazette.com/latest_news_and_features/article_b2afd1a7-ea47-5ac4-9df1-1b3e9ad76a9f.html#utm_campaign=blox&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social


 

Location of event:  First United Methodist Church Manhattan 

Address;  612 Poyntz Avenue 

Register online at http://fumcmanhattan.com/events, in the church office or by  

emailing mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com 

 



 



Congregational Care is critical in every local church and no one person can address all the hurt of a 
congregation or community. The Church of the Resurrection’s Congregational Care team invites you to join 
them April 19-21 for comprehensive training and networking with other local church leaders regarding 
congregational care best practices and standards. The seminar is designed to train volunteers to become 
partners in ministry with pastors and staff to provide care for a congregation.  
 
Several years ago, Church of the Resurrection developed a program transforming the way care is provided 
for the congregation. The church equipped volunteers to be Congregational Care Ministers and deployed 
them to work alongside pastors and staff to minister to and holistically care for the congregation. This 
partnership between lay and clergy has enabled Resurrection to provide a more consistent and deeper level 
of care to the church family. The ministry of Congregational Care is deliberate in connecting the church with 
people during difficult times.  
 
A preconference is offered from 9:30-11 a.m. Thursday, April 19, as an opportunity to dig deeper into 
particular topics. There are three class options: How to Start a CCM Ministry; Ministry to the Aging 
Community; Depression, Anxiety and Addiction. 
 
For more information, please visit the webpage, or contact Kathy Carter at kathy.carter@cor.org or  
913-544-0272.  
 
Registration is limited. Super early bird rate of $159 for the seminar and $25 for the preconference is 
available through March 8. The regular registration fee is $199 for the seminar and $35 for the 
preconference. 

http://www.cor.org/ccm-seminar
mailto:kathy.carter@cor.org


Prayer Calendar 
 
February 
4 Keats-Riley 
11 Olpe 
18 Climax 
25 Wamego 
 
March 
4 Manhattan:  First 
11 White City 
18 Junction City: Korean 
25 Dwight 

“Like” our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

Send us calendar information 
about your  
Holy Week and Easter plans. 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/

