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THE OUTLOOK 

“…Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 

there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." Mt. 17:20b 

Being a person overly prone to organization, I love the New Year as a time of making new plans, assessing old 

plans, and trying again to succeed where I may have failed last year.  Last year was challenging, as all years are 

challenging; but overwhelmingly filled with God’s goodness and grace—mostly experienced through all of you, your 

churches, your faithfulness, your worship and your work for the Kingdom.  I believe that recognizing God’s grace in 

the midst of our challenges requires focus and intention, and that the most vital way we focus and attend to grace is 

through intentional prayer.  Faith as small as a mustard seed prompts us to pray; what mountains do you need to 

move this year?  Many of you have strong prayer lives already, but perhaps need to allow yourselves to be more 

vulnerable and open to God’s call on our lives.  Some of us think about prayer, but never really do it.  What a tre-

mendous amount of time and anxiety we waste in trying to solve our own problems, when God has promised us the 

Holy Spirit!   

There is no “right” way to pray, except for the way that gets you to pray!  There are, however, countless tools, 

books, resources, practices that you can experiment with until you find the way that calls to you.  I ’ll offer two that I 

use: methodistprayer.org, which uses a daily office form adapted to Wesleyan theology.  Another website that is 

focused on prayer for our denomination as we move into uncertain times, and especially for the Bishop’s Commis-

sion on the Way Forward, is umcprays.org.  From this site you can sign up for occasional emails with written pray-

ers, devotions, and prompts. 

Prayer is the most vital thing that you can do to change your life and to change the world, because fervent prayer 

that seeks God’s voice will move Christian people to do God’s will here on earth, as in heaven.   

In Christ, Claudia  
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Celebration!   

We congratulate and send blessings to Pastor Dennis 

Irwin (St. Marys-Emmett-Belvue) and Claudine Molloy 

on their marriage December 30th!  We pray many years 

of joy, health, and working together for Christ! 

Pastor Diane Euler 

attended the City of Allen 

Trunk and Treat on 

October 30 dressed as a 

chicken!  She handed out 

packets of microwave 

popcorn with a label 

saying "Thanks for 

'poppin' in” and included 

Worship information for 

the Allen UMC and Tri-

Parish youth group.  The 

youth group also had a 

trunk with treats with 5 of 

the youth helping along 

with the youth leader, 

Nikki Plankinton and 

youth helpers Nancy 

Thompson and Sandi 

Buckbee.  
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https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

We need ERT’s!  Kansas has more than its share of disasters every year, and the church is called to 
respond.  Workers need to be trained; here’s a training event coming soon in our area: Early Re-
sponse Team Training for Disaster Response in Berryton on January 14.  Find more information and 
register here:  
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/7009609?month=1&year=2017&day=1&display=m  
 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/7009609?month=1&year=2017&day=1&display=m
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Save the date!  

 Our next Flint Hills District Leadership Connection will be Saturday, March 25.  Location 

will be Grace UMC in Emporia.  Time frame to be determined soon.  

 

All Lay Leaders, Lay Members to Annual Conference and Clergy are invited to bring a team 

of interested laity from your church.  Our most vital churches in the district are ones with 

strong lay leadership!  This event will feature information and experiences from churches 

that have utilized various leadership training offered around the Great Plains Conference: 

Lay Servant Ministries, Leadership Institute at COR, Small Wonders, Abide, etc.  If you’ve 

wondered if these would be helpful for you or if you would like more information about 

what is entailed, please join us!   

Flint Hills District will be hosting the Lay Servant Ministries training on Friday, March 

10th and Saturday, March 11th, at College Avenue UMC, Manhattan.  Lay Servant 

Training has been a great resource for churches, clergy, and lay leadership in the UMC.  

You can find information about upcoming courses, including this one (if it ’s not on the 

site when you receive this newsletter, it will be there soon, so keep checking!):  

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/layservantministries 
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The Rev. Tom Berlin workshop  

When:  Tuesday, February 21 to 

 Wednesday, February 22, 2017 

Location:  York, Nebraska—First UMC 

In this two-part workshop, participants 

will spend day one considering principles 

and practices from the, "Bearing Fruit: 

Ministry with Real Results," by Tom Berlin 

and Lovett Weems. Participants will begin 

with a discussion of the power of vision 

and ways to move from goal setting to 

implementation of ministry. This 

workshop will include time throughout the day for pastors and church teams to engage in conversation 

with each other about their church. This is a participatory event designed to enable you to return from 

the experience with initial tasks completed and a conversation about the future of your church well 

underway. Day two will focus on Tom Berlin’s book, "The Generous Church." Once church leaders agree 

on a vision and understand what they hope to accomplish, they have the ability to motivate church 

members to be generous with their time, talent and money. You will hear practical strategies to engage 

and challenge your church members, raise congregational morale and help people enter the ministry 

that will grow their discipleship. By combining these two resources, you will move from vision to reality 

in ways that will bring your church a sense of renewal and vitality. The Rev. Tom Berlin currently serves 

as the lead pastor of Floris UMC in Herndon, Virginia. An exciting part of Floris’ ministry and 

international outreach has been the establishment of the Child Rescue Centre for children affected by 

child labor and trafficking and Mercy Hospital in partnership with the Sierra Leone Annual Conference of 

the UMC. Tom also serves as the Chairperson of the Board of Governor’s for Wesley Theological 

Seminary in Washington, D.C. He led the Virginia clergy delegation to the United Methodist General and 

Jurisdictional Conferences in 2008, 2012 and 2016. Tom has co-authored three books with Lovett 

Weems, "Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results," "Overflow: Increase Worship Attendance and Bear 

More Fruit" and "High Yield: Seven Disciplines of the Fruitful Leader," all published by Abingdon Press. 

He is also the author of several small group studies: "6 Decisions That Will Change Your Life," "6 Things 

We Should Know About God," and "6 Ways We Encounter God." Tom ’s latest books and related 

resource materials, "Defying Gravity: Break Free From the Culture of More" and "The Generous 

Church," were released in Spring 2016 by Abingdon Press. Look for Restored to be released by Abingdon 

in 2017 

 - See more and register for event at:  

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/the-rev-tom-berlin-workshop-
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Custom-made clergy robe that 

belonged to Sonia Irwin.  Size 

large.  Call Dennis Irwin at 

(785) 437-6584  If you’re 

interested; he’d love for it to go 

to someone who would use it.   
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 Custom-made Chasuble; email Eve at the district office if  

interested, flinthills@greatplainsumc.org. 
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Items donated by Phoebe Pitney.  Let me know if  you are 

interested  in any of  these pieces.  First come first serve. 

Contact Eve at the district office if you would like one of these pieces: 

flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

 



 

The Outlook  9

 

 

We’d love to have your stories for the district 
newsletter!  What joys, celebrations, ministries, 
or events would you share with the other UMC’s 
in our district?  We learn from each other, and 
that’s the strength of our connection. 


