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THE OUTLOOK 
Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

104 S. 4th Street, Suite 3, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org  

“But he wanted to justify himself, and so he asked Jesus, ‘Who is my neighbor?’” 

How well do you know your neighbors?   

Our churches are all too often places where we set up barriers, consciously or unconsciously, to try to 

control the environment so that it’s the comfortable place it has always seemed to be for us, the 

“members” of the congregation.  We’re family, and we don’t want to disrupt the family balance.  

Unfortunately, the fruit of our unwillingness to open ourselves to new people and new relationships is 

many dying, declining churches.   

Do you know the people who live around your homes?  Do you know the people who live around your 

church?  All of our churches should be making substantial efforts to be a part of their communities and their 

neighborhoods.  We must be willing to risk changing the comfortable dynamics of our congregations by 

welcoming the stranger.  But that can’t start with opening the doors of the church; it has to start with us 

going out to meet our neighbors.  

The Lewis Center for Church Leadership is just one of many great resources that give practical, reality-based 
ideas about how to become a vital church that is willing to take risks to be the Kingdom.  Here is a helpful 
article that talks about some ways to get to know your neighbors:  
https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/good-neighbor-church/ 
Friends, it doesn’t have to be expensive; it doesn’t have to be complicated.  When we think “we don’t have 

the resources”, we are denying Christ’s power and Christ’s call.   

It will soon be summer, time to get outside!  Go, meet your neighbors. 

In Christ, Claudia 

https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/good-neighbor-church/
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2017 Annual Conference Session 

We’re looking forward to seeing you at Annual Conference in Grand Island, Nebraska.  Here is a link to all 
the information about Conference this year, including the Conference Workbook: http://
www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference 
Lots of important decisions will be made, including where the Great Plains Conference Office will be relo-

cated; salary and health insurance issues for the pastors; 5 Constitutional amendments to be ratified; 

who will represent the Great Plains Conference at the special called General Conference in 2019; how we 

will refine the work of the Connectional Council; and Mercy & Justice resolutions regarding legislation on 

justice issues. 

There will also be a wide variety of learning workshops to help your churches become more vital.  The 

planning team has brought in some talented workshop presenters, and you will go home encouraged and 

prepared to try something new.  

As always, it’s just wonderful to be the church together!  Can’t wait to see you there! 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference
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Both Eve and Claudia will have some time out of the office in June.  Eve is having foot surgery and will be 

gone from June 1 through June 16.  Claudia will be taking vacation from June 18 through July 5 (and 

attending a conference in Boston during that time).  We will have coverage for emergencies and will leave 

that information on the phone or email as needed.  Please keep Eve in your prayers for great results and 

uncomplicated healing! 

Wamego ERT Training June 17! 

We are certainly in need of Emergency Response Trained folks for 

disasters in our area.  Wamego: First UMC will hold Great Plains 

Conference ERT training on June 17.  Pastor Josh Johnson will lead 

the training.   

More information and registration here:  

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTWamego062017  

and here 

 http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/8112609?

month=6&year=2017&day=1&display=m 

  

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTWamego062017
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/8112609?month=6&year=2017&day=1&display=m
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/8112609?month=6&year=2017&day=1&display=m
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When:  July 22, 2017 

Time:  11:00 am until 2:00 pm 

Where:  Kanza View Picnic Shelter 

Council Grove Lake ** will provide a map soon** 

Whom:  Flint Hills District Pastors and their families.  

The district will provide — hamburgers, hotdogs and 

drinks.  Please bring a side dish to share.    

RSVP to Eve at flinthills@greatplainsumc.org  

 

 Bring your family for an after-

noon of connecting, worship and 

fun!   
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Prayer Calendar 
 

June 
4 Great Plains Annual Conference   
11 Louisville 
18 Cottonwood Falls - Elmdale 
25 Osage City 
 
July 
2 Manhattan:  First 
9 Dwight 
16 Ogden Friendship House 
23 Harveyville 
30 Council Grove/Dunlap 
 
August 
6 Leonardville 
13 Alma 
20 Waterville – Blue Rapids 
27 Saint George 
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Do you have a student who is planning to attend Kansas State University this fall?   Did you know that K State Wesley 

has a 50-bed student residence, in addition to being an absolutely fabulous campus ministry?   Visit their Facebook 

page here: 

 https://www.facebook.com/kstatewesley/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf  

Or their website here: http://kstatewesley.com/ 

Or email inquiries about housing (or anything else!) to: kstatewesley@gmail.com 

We Have two sets of Schnase's 
'Five Practices' with the Leader 
Manual and accompanying 
DVDs for anyone who could 
use them. Great resource for 
local churches! 

https://www.facebook.com/kstatewesley/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
http://kstatewesley.com/
mailto:kstatewesley@gmail.com
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Kansas Local Church Incorporation Renewals due June 15 

Why should my church be incorporated? Incorporation assists in exempting church members and officers 
from legal liability for debts or other obligations of the local church. Most churches in the Conference are 
incorporated . But if yours is not please note the advice of our conference’s attorneys that every church 
should be incorporated. A resolution strongly recommending incorporation was passed at the June 2014 
Annual Conference.  

How can I find out if our church is incorporated? You can find out the incorporation status of your church 
by visiting the Secretary of State’s web site. We are maintaining a database of the legal names used by our 
churches for incorporation. Sometimes those names are not the same as the common name currently used 
by the church. Contact your district office to discover what that legal name is if you struggle to find your 
church on your state’s website. In Kansas that is at www.kssos.org. Choose the "Search for Business 
Information" link. There are a number of fields by which one can search. The easiest is to choose "by name." 
Type in your church name - but don't use spaces. Click on the name and it will open a window that shows 
you the incorporations status (active or forfeited).   

If our incorporation is forfeited, what do we need to do? If you wish to obtain a good standing status, you 
may reinstate your incorporation. In Kansas contact the Secretary of State's office at (785) 296-4564. 
Penalties for failing to renew your status are the annual fees that should have been paid (but weren’t) for 
the years when a renewal was not filed. In Nebraska contact the Secretary of State’s office at 1-402-471-
4079.  

If we are not incorporated, how do we become incorporated? The GCFA Legal Manual, http://
www.gcfa.org/gcfa/legal-manual, gives guidance to churches regarding the incorporation process, along 
with sample forms. Look under Local Church, Section 2. Both Secretary’s of State websites provide 
information on how to file for incorporation once you have prepared the necessary documents as outlined 
in the GCFA Legal Manual. Our conference chancellors (attorneys) have also prepared a template for 
churches to use for Articles of Incorporation. Contact our office to receive a copy.  

Renewal of incorporation In Kansas a church’s incorporation must be renewed annually by June 15. The 
first link below will bring up the actual paper filing form. If the church prefers to file online (credit card 
payment required), use the 2nd link noted below and scroll down to “NP”. In all instances, look for the form 
for “Not– For-Profit Corporation Annual Report.” http://www.kssos.org/forms/business_services/NP.pdf 
http://www.kssos.org/forms/forms_results.aspx?division=BS&orderBy=FormName 

http://www.kssos.org
http://www.gcfa.org/gcfa/legal-manual
http://www.gcfa.org/gcfa/legal-manual
http://www.kssos.org/forms/business_services/NP.pdf
http://www.kssos.org/forms/forms_results.aspx?division=BS&orderBy=FormName

