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Well, here it is: the end of the appointive year showing up already.  That means change for many of us—pastors and 

families moving on to some place new, and local churches saying good-bye and then saying hello.  As the cabinet, 

pastors and SPRC’s work through appointive season, we are always surprised at how many don’t really know that this 

is part of our itinerant system.  There are many reasons, historical and ecclesiological (our beliefs about the nature of 

the church) for the way the UMC does pastoral deployment, but one important reason is that the laity are the church 

in your community; our churches do not depend on one charismatic pastor, nor do they fail after one fallible one.  I 

am the church, you are the church, We are the church together!  Our system of calling, training, evaluating and 

sending pastors to our churches is a commitment to the vital leadership of our churches, even though you may be in 

total disagreement with that statement when you lose a beloved pastor or find the next one not quite in line with 

your expectations.   

This year (so far!) we will say good-bye to these pastors: 

 Larry Buss, Council Grove, to retirement 

 Michael McKee, Frankfort, to retirement  

 Justin Jamis, K State Wesley Campus Ministry, to Mt. Vernon UMC, Wichita 

 Alice Purvis, Osage City, to Fredonia UMC 

And we’ll greet these pastors: 

 Brenda Davids, to Council Grove from Living Water UMC, Kansas City, Kansas 

 Chelsea Shrack, to K State Wesley campus ministry from Garrett Seminary 

 Jim Akins, to Frankfort, retiring from Hays District 

 Sarah Marsh, to Manhattan First UMC, from Lawrence:  Justice Matters 

We will have more to add in next month’s newsletter! 

We give grateful thanks to those who have served with us, and pray them blessings on their journey into something 

new.  And, we welcome with open arms those beginning new life here in the Flint Hills District. 



Annual Conference is just around the corner!  June 7 – 10 in Grand Island, Nebraska.  Information can be found 
here:   http://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference 
We are offering a pre-Conference Briefing for pastors, Lay Representatives to Annual Conference, and any other 

interested folks.  It’s always good to come prepared to A.C., so you are ready to respond to what is important to 

your local churches and to be informed before those crucial votes happen!   

Flint Hills District  

Clergy and Lay Representatives  

Pre-Annual Conference Briefing  

Dates: 

 

Monday, May 22 

 Location:  Manhattan: College Avenue 

         1609 College Avenue 

 Time:  7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, May 25 

 Location:  Emporia :  First 

          823 Merchant Street 

 Time:  7:00 to 8:30 pm 

 

Please let Eve know which meeting you will be attending by phone  

785-776-7730 or email at flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference


Wamego ERT Training June 17! 

We are certainly in need of Emergency Response Trained folks for disasters in our area.  Wamego: First UMC will 

hold Great Plains Conference ERT training on June 17.  Pastor Josh Johnson will lead the training.   

More information and registration here: https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTWamego062017  

and here 

 http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/8112609?month=6&year=2017&day=1&display=m  

Prayer Calendar 
 
May 
14 Axtell-Beattie 
21 Wamego 
28 Eureka 
 
June 
4 Great Plains Annual Conference 
11 Louisville 
18  Cottonwood Falls-Elmdale 
25 Osage City 

The next Flint Hills Clergy Women Gathering will be Thursday, June 1st at 11am.  We will meet 
at the  Panera's located in Manhattan (315 Southwind Rd).  It is right off of Fort Riley Blvd/K-18).  This 
group is open to any active or retired clergy women in our district serving inside or outside the church 
walls.  Our purpose is to simply get to know and support one another.  Contact Melanie to be added to the 
communication list: mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com. 

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTWamego062017
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/eventdetail/8112609?month=6&year=2017&day=1&display=m
mailto:mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com




Hornet Challenge!  
UM Campus Ministry Hornet Challenge Raises Over $14,000 
The annual UM Campus Ministry Hornet Challenge was held at the Emporia Arts Council Davis Theater 
on Sunday April 23rd.    The event raised over $14,000 in gifts and pledges to support the annual budget 
of United Methodist Campus Ministry at Emporia State University.  The UMCM Advisory Board wants to 
thank everyone who attended or made a gift to support this event!   
 
Students, alumni and friends had the opportunity to celebrate an exciting year of ministry at the 
event.   Emporia State University students Erynn Dahlke, Henry Weiner, Rebekah Basore and Spenser 
Johnson shared about their experiences this past school year with UMCM.  In addition, the event 
celebrated Rev. Kurt Cooper's completion of his 25th year as the United Methodist Campus minister at 
Emporia State University.    



Do you have a student who is planning to attend Kansas State University this fall?   Did you know that K State Wesley 
has a 50-bed student residence, in addition to being an absolutely fabulous campus ministry?   Visit their Facebook 

page here: 

 https://www.facebook.com/kstatewesley/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf  

Or their website here: http://kstatewesley.com/ 

Or email inquiries about housing (or anything else!) to: kstatewesley@gmail.com 

Seminarian Scholarship Fund Raises Over $3500 
 
The creation of the Kurt Cooper Seminarian Scholarship Fund was announced at the Hornet Chal-
lenge.   An initial $3500 was raised to begin this scholarship fund.   This fund will help support Emporia 
State University graduates, who were active in United Methodist Campus Ministry, in attending a United 
Methodist Seminary as a graduate student. Additional gifts to this fund can be made by contacting the 
United Methodist Campus Ministry office or by contacting Advisory Board Chairpersons Stacey Johnston 
and Ken Hanson.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friends,  
 
It has been my great joy to serve as the United Methodist Campus Minister at Emporia State University 
these past 25 years.  Our work on campus would not be possible without your support!  Your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness make a deep impact in the lives of the young adults we with whom 
we work!   The support of local churches and individuals like yourself  has made us successful during this 
years.  As always, thank you for your care and support!   
 
I am humbled and honored by the creation of the scholarship fund for seminarians and I cannot wait to 
see what happens next with campus ministry at ESU!   
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Kurt Cooper  
Campus Minister   

https://www.facebook.com/kstatewesley/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
http://kstatewesley.com/
mailto:kstatewesley@gmail.com

