
 

THE OUTLOOK 
Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

1001 Sunset Avenue, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

Whatever you do, do it from the heart for the Lord and not for people.You know that you will receive an inheritance as a 

reward. You serve the Lord Christ. 

          Colossians 3:23-24 

It has been a very busy appointive season, for all of the district superintendents, and it promises to continue to busy through-

out the month of May.  What some of you may not realize is that in order for a change of pastors to be finalized, church leader-

ship must come together for multiple meetings, often called within a very short period of time.  The Staff-Parish Relations Com-

mittee must be notified of a change, with a “consultation” in which the DS speaks with them about the needs of the church.  

Sometimes the finance committees and administrative board are also involved because perhaps there are changes in the avail-

able resources for the pastoral compensation.  Sometimes there is a need for a realignment of a charge (we have many multi-

point charges in which several churches are served by the same pastor), adding or subtracting churches from the group.  Then 

after all of these deliberations are made and approved, then the new pastor is brought in to the Staff-Parish Relations Com-

mittee to be introduced, perhaps a tour is given of the parsonage, and plans are made to announce the change to the churches 

that are involved.  This involves multiple phone calls, not only by me, the DS, to the committee chairs involved, but to each 

member of the committee.  The committee chairs have to find out when folks might be available to meet and notify each of the 

final plans, provided the schedules can align with the DS’s schedule.  Every SPRC chair can tell you that it’s a phenomenal 

amount of work, and that every one of them had other plans for what they intended to do with their spare time that day or 

that week! 

But here is how the light of Christ has been shown in each of the churches who have been working through change this season: 

the committee chairperson doesn’t say, “Oh, my goodness, I’ve got better things to do than jump just because you called!”  No, 

in every instance they have responded, “I’m on it.  I’ll make the arrangements and get right back to you.”  It’s stunning, really.   

What amazing workers for the Kingdom we have in each of our faith communities!  I am grateful, energized, and encouraged 

by the way we work together, thanks to your grace and commitment.  May we all be energized and excited about the new 

things that God is bringing to us, and the ways God will make God’s power and abundance known. Please keep the bishop and 

cabinet in your prayers as we continue to work. 

In Christ, 

Claudia 



 

 

Flint Hills District  Upcoming Events  

Date Time Event Location 
May 5  1:00 p.m. Spring Leadership Connection Emporia Grace UMC 

May 29 7:00 p.m. Pre-Conference Briefing Manhattan First UMC 

May 31 7:00 p.m. Pre-Conference Briefing Emporia First 

June 13-16  Annual Conference Wichita, KS 

June 16-21  Institute 2018 Beyond Belief Baker University 

August 9-10  Global Leadership Summit 

*More information below* 

Manhattan, KS 

Prayer Calendar 

May 
6 Westmoreland 
13 Emporia:  First 
20 Manhattan:  College Avenue 
27 St. Marys 
 
June 
3 Americus-Reading 
10 Great Plains Annual Conference 
17 Marysville 
24 Junction City:  First  

 



 

Pre-Conference Briefings 

We’ve changed the dates for our District Pre-Conference briefing!  We realized that the annual 
conference workbooks might not be available by the dates we had originally chosen, and so 
we’ve moved them back by a couple of weeks.  These are especially intended for clergy and lay 
representatives to annual conference, so that you have a better grounding in what will be coming 
to annual conference, but anyone who is interested or has questions is very welcome to attend! 

 

The Flint Hills District will offer two pre-conference briefings this year. 

Great Plains Annual Conference will be held in Wichita, June 13-16 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. 

May 29:  Manhattan: First , 612 Poyntz Avenue 

May 31:  Emporia:  First,  823 Merchant Street 

 

Lay representatives, clergy and Anyone else who is interested in what will be decided at 

conference are urged to attend. 



 

Dear Flint Hills District Pastors & Leaders, 

 

We all know and experience daily the power of the local church.  The church is the hope of the world and has the gifts needed to 

transform communities.  Unlocking this power takes great leadership.  On August 9 & 10, the Global Leadership Summit is coming 

to the K-State Union located in Manhattan, KS.  The Summit is a 2-day satellite leadership training geared toward revitalizing 

leaders in communities - both within and outside the church walls.  I am a long-time attender of the Summit and feel it has had 

an incredible impact on my ministry and relationship with Christ. Learn more about this event by clicking here! 

 

Let me know if you or your church members could benefit from a reduced rate.  You could be eligible for a half-price 

discount.  Rather than paying the $189 for this two-day event, you would just pay $95 per person.  Staff or volunteers who work 

with youth can receive a discounted rate of $89.  Let me know if you need the youth discount code.  If you live near the 

Manhattan area, consider attending one of the "Taste of the Summit" events on the attached handout. 

 

The first two people that contact me will receive a FREE registration.  I hope to see you and your team there.  Everyone wins 

when a faith leader gets better! 

 

Have a good day. 

 

Rev. Melanie Martin 

Pastor of Community Care 

First United Methodist Church Manhattan, KS 

mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com 

http://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/
mailto:mmartin@fumcmanhattan.com


2018 Annual Conference Session 

The 2018 Great Plains Annual Conference Session will be held June 13-16 at the Century II Performing 

Arts and Convention Center (225 W Douglas Ave) in Wichita, Kansas. The theme, "Therefore Go: Pro-

claim Christ" marks the second year of a four-year theme meant to help clergy and laity of the Great 

Plains live into active discipleship. 

Annual conference will begin with a memorial and communion service at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 

13. Other special events are the retirement dinner and celebration Thursday evening, June 14; and ordi-

nation at 7:30 p.m, Friday, June 15. 

The Rev. Dr. Mark R. Teasdale will be the plenary speaker at the 2018 Great Plains Annual Conference 

Session on Friday morning, June 15. Drawing on some of the most recent research in the field of evan-

gelism as well as a decade of experience teaching evangelism, this seminar will provide an “evangelism 

equation” that guides individual Christians and congregations to articulate their faith in authentic and 

creative ways. Participants will learn:  

1. How to overcome congregations’ misgivings about evangelism by shifting from thinking about 

evangelism in a technical way to thinking about it as a matter of formation 

2. What is involved in developing a holistic evangelistic strategy 

3. Specific ways leadership can emphasize evangelism in the congregation 

Dr Teasdale will present to half of the conference members at a time, while the other half partici-

pate in a workshop of their choice.  There will be six to eight workshops that you can select from. 

Descriptions of the workshops, coming soon. 

An optional listening session has been scheduled for Wednesday afternoon from 2-4 p.m. The lis-

tening session will be much like a town hall meeting for the conference and will include a time for 

worship, prayer, learning and dialogue. The latest information available from the Council of Bishops 

about The Way Forward will be shared. There will be time scheduled during the session of the an-

nual conference that will also inform you about the Council of Bishop’s proposal and the upcoming 

General Conference in February 2019. 

More information can be found on the Great Plains website:  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/annualconference 



Institute 2018: Beyond Belief- July 16-21  
 For over 100 years, young people have come to Baker University in Baldwin 
City, Ks to attend United Methodist Youth Institute. Institute is a week of 
Christian spiritual growth and faith development for high school students 
(incoming freshman-graduating seniors). 

At Institute, youth experience Christian community and are taught to receive 
and give care and support as modeled by Christ. Institute is intentional about 
making disciples for the transformation of the world. Join us this summer for 
Institute 2018: Beyond Belief  

More information can be found at:  https://campchippewa.org/institute/ 

Wednesday, June 13, 2:00pm – 7:00pm 
Thursday, June 14, 8:00am – 6:00pm 

 
Bring the kits you have worked on throughout the year to the Annual Conference 

Session to drop off in the truck! 

 

Please box kits and place an inventory list on top of the box.  Only 3 kits will be 

accepted: Hygiene, Cleaning, and School.  

All kits must be compiled by UMCOR standards, please see item and packing list 

at: http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies  

 

Donations can also be made to UMCOR.  Make checks payable to the Great Plains Confer-

ence and write “901440 (UMCOR)” on the memo line.  Donation checks to UMCOR can be 



 

Your District Superintendent (left) and District Lay Leader, Sandy Kramer (right) recently attended 

the Spring meeting of the Great Plains Conference Connecting Council, in Topeka at the new 

conference offices.  Connecting Council meets twice a year, or as needed, and functions as the 

Administrative Board of the Conference between sessions of Annual Conference.  Sandy Kramer, a 

member of Emporia First UMC, has been the Flint Hills District Lay Leader since July, 2017.  She 

serves on the District Leadership Team, attends Connecting Council and Annual Conference, and 

other duties as assigned :) Thanks, Sandy! 



Above, Rev. Jim Akins talks about making and using mission and vision statements to focus the work of 

your church.   

Turn-out was 21 folks and 8 churches were represented at the Leadership Connection on April 28.  It 

was a beautiful Saturday, so we were very pleased that leaders from the churches came out to the 

event!  Rev. Jim Akins and Rev. Nathan Stanton shared ways to work together as church leadership to 

make effective goals to reach folks in our mission fields.  Thanks to Blue Rapids UMC for hosting so  

graciously!  Next week we invite you to come to Emporia Grace UMC to take part in a repeat 

engagement of this workshop!  Call the district office if you need any information: 785-776-7730. 





 

Emporia State United Methodist Campus Ministry hosted 

a very successful and enjoyable fundraising challenge 

April 22.  A total of $13,500 was raised for the work of 

the ministry!  Late donations are most certainly 

welcome, and can be sent to UMCMESU, 1305 Merchant 

St., Emporia, KS 66801.  Above, this year’s praise band 

plays for the crowd.  And yes, if you’re wondering, Henry 

finally got the keyboard up and running! 

Emporia State University: 
United Methodist Campus Ministries 

Recently the Wilsey congregation decided to try a new mission project.  During the last two weeks of February, we received orders 
for bierocks.  Then on Saturday, March 17th, several members of the congregation spent most of the day at the church assembling 
and baking 70 dozen bierocks.  The meat and cabbage stuffing mixture was cooked during the few days just prior to the 17th.  This 
project allowed us to raise about $1,800. which will be sent to World Vision for one of their water or school mission projects. 



Emporia Grace United Methodist Church  
Youth Group Summer Mission Project 

 

 

Kicks 4 Kids 
Over 60% of the students in Emporia USD253 are on the reduced  

or free lunch program and cannot afford the basics for back to school. The 
Jr/Sr High Youth Group at Grace UMC wants to help these kids start the 

2018-19 year off right with a new pair of shoes and they are asking for your 
help!  

 

Their goal is to collect 300 pair of shoes by August! 
 

Do you have a pair of new or almost new shoes in your closet right 
now that you don’t wear? Saw a sale at the store on new sneakers? 

Donate them to Emporia Kicks 4 Kids and they will be happily worn by 
the students in Emporia, Kansas! 

 

Double Your Monetary Gift to the Project! 
The Grace Missions Committee will match total monetary donations 

up to $5000 for purchasing new shoes!  
Write checks to Grace UMC with Kicks4Kids in the memo line. 

 
For More Information Contact: Grace UMC Church  

2 Neosho St. Emporia, KS (620)342-2240 



  Pastoral Assessments due  

May 15 

Forms available 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

staffparishforms 

Fund Balance Reports  

Due June 30 

Forms available 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

churchtreasurerresources 

“Like” our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/

