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“…let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, 

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25 

Church Conference time is here!  I’ve already officiated at ten annual church conferences in the district, and 

the months of November and December are packed with meeting dates.  It’s a very busy time for the DS, for 

the pastors and for the lay leadership; and in fact many of our churches are anxious about their financial 

circumstances, anxious about the future of the denomination, and anxious about our national conversation.  

Sometimes our discussions seem to be less encouraging and more discouraging.  Friends, that’s just human 

nature.  But we have something far greater than human nature as our strength and our hope.  When others 

can see the strength and hope we have in Christ in our actions and our conversations, lives will be changed 

and the world transformed.  The world will be transformed!   

In this month of thankfulness, we give thanks for the life we live in hope.  We give thanks for the blessed 

histories of our churches and communities—as the Psalmist says, we have “a goodly heritage”.  We give 

thanks for the ways we have been nurtured in faith and love in those churches and communities.  And we 

give thanks for the sure and certain faith we have in God’s everlasting Life, even when we know that Life 

will not be what has been, but what is more wonderful than we can imagine. 

I am thankful for all of you.   

In Christ, Claudia 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  Hebrews 11:1  



 

A good crowd of leaders came to the Flint Hills District Leadership Connection event at Lebo-Olivet 

UMC on October 7.  Here, folks are discussing the MissionInsite demographic assessments of their 

communities. 

 

Are you interested in finding out more from MissionInsite about your community?  Contact the 

district office for information about how to sign in to this web site.  It is free for use by churches in 

the Great Plains Conference, and yields a great deal of different kinds of information about your 

mission fields/communities.  This is information you can use to plan ways to meet and get to know 

your neighbors. 



 

Flint Hills District Lay Leader Sandy Kramer (Emporia) issues a challenge to the attendees at the 

Leadership Connection: Find out who is in your communities, and use your assessments to create goals.  

Who do you need to know?  How can your church help them?  How can you be in relationship with 

them? 



 

Keats-Riley UMC Fellowship Hall was dedicated and blessed to the service of God on October 22!  This hall is 

being used for many community events in the Keats-Riley area.   



 

“It Worked For Us!” 

Participants at the Leadership Connection Events asked 

for a regular column of ideas in the district newsletter.  

We’re looking for ways you have reached out to your 

community; ideas we can share and adapt within our 

connection.  

Axtell UMC sent pictures of their Trunk-or-Treat.  “We used trunk or treat to use as a chance to talk to 

people in the community.. Cold night but it was fun and able to plant seeds for the youth group and 



Alta Vista: Simpson UMC has 

organized a book study using, 

“Surprise the World”, which 

uses practical ideas for 

reaching out to neighbors and 

community.  So far, they have 

13 households signed up! 

(Sent by Pastor David Siler).   

Send us stories of what worked for you!  How have you formed relationships with your 

neighbors and made a difference in others’ lives? How have you shared your faith in 

your mission field? Old stories, new stories—just share ideas!   

Preparing for Church Conferences   

Pastors and committee chairs: please reference CC materials found on the Great 
Plains web site here http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources 

Please read the instructions!  They are actually very helpful �  

Also, pay attention to the due dates that Eve has sent you.  Eve will be gone on a trip 

with the Manhattan High School band during Thanksgiving week, so some of you will 

be asked for paperwork ahead of her time away.  And won’t you be glad to have that 

work done ahead of time?! 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources


Do you know about the Great Plains Resource Center?   
  
Curriculum for Sunday school, midweek Bible studies and Vacation Bible School is costly. The GP 
Resource Center serves as a lending library for a minimal cost to cover shipping expenses. Encourage 
Sunday school superintendents or Christian education leaders in your district to make use of these 
valuable resources. View and check out materials at www.GPResourceCenter.org 

http://www.GPResourceCenter.org


College Ave. United Methodist Church in Manhattan, KS decided to honor the 33 couples who had been 
married 50 years or more plus the five individuals who were married 50 or more years before their spouse 
passed away or their spouse is in a nursing care facility.   The planning started in May with the date being 
planned on a non-football weekend and the menu set.  After several meetings the work began in earnest in 
August as the table decorations were decided upon, save the date cards sent, invitations printed and 
addressed, and caterer picked. One most important  job was to find an emcee that could enrich the evening 
with his personality and charm and the committee found the perfect person in Kevin Wanklyn, a young K-
State professor married seven years.   Each couple and single honoree was contacted to get a wedding 
picture and a wedding story that occurred before, during or after the wedding.  Pictures were copied in a 
format that they could be on the video screen and a 5x7 was made to display on the wedding articles 
tables.  Party attire was suggested.  A picture booth was set up and each couple and individual was 
photographed before they entered into the beautifully decorated fellowship hall where the 60’s music was 
playing.  Greeters directed everyone where to sit after they spent time looking at the wedding tables where 
treasured articles and photo albums were displayed along with all the 5x7 wedding pictures.  Welcome 
comments were made by our pastor, Dennis Ackerman and then dinner was served by some of our junior 
high youth along with four students who volunteered from K-State hospitality department.  Some of the 
younger members of The Church Ladies group worked the kitchen and did all the clean-up.  Then the 
program started.  Kevin Wanklyn, our emcee, started reading the stories that had been submitted and did it 
alphabetically and as the story was being told the wedding pictures appeared on the screen and then he had 
the couple or individual stand.  The stories were priceless!!!!   Awards were given to the oldest groom 
present,  Ed “Doc” Johnson and to the longest married couple, Fred and Mertyce Rohles, who had been 
married 73 years, 10 months and 7 days and beat out a couple married 68 years. 
 
It was a wonderful evening filled with joy, memories and friendships and most of all commitment.   The Lay 
Ministry team planned the event and wanted to include all age groups from the church so all could see that 
people married 50 years or more were really fun, funny and committed to each other. 

 

Submitted by Janice A Reitz 



5 wedding dresses 

Six of the 19 wedding dresses that were 50 years or more old were on display at the Golden Anniversary 
Celebration at College Ave. United Methodist Church on Saturday, October 7, 2917 

Pastor Dennis Ackerman 

College Ave. United Methodist Church Pastor Dennis Ackerman sharing opening remarks at the Golden 
Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, October 7 honoring those in the church that had been married 50 
years or more. 



Diana Williams stands beside her wedding 
dress and veil that are 50 years old this 
year. 

Wait Staff 

College Ave. United Methodist 
Church held a Golden Anniversary 
Celebration for those 33 couples and 
4 individuals in the church who had 
been married 50 years or more and 
the dinner was served by K-State 
Hospitality student volunteers, Jr. 
High youth of church with help from 
the Church Ladies group in the 
kitchen. 

 



At the College Ave. United 
Methodist Church Golden 
Anniversary Celebration emcee 
Kevin Wanklyn read a humorous 
story submitted by each honoree 
describing an event that occurred 
before, during or after the their 
wedding. 

A wedding picture was displayed 
as the emcee read a story about 
a humorous event that occurred 
during the week of the wedding 
or honeymoon for each couple 
or honoree and this picture is Bill 
and Erma Riley from May, 
1966.  All of this was part of the 
College Ave. United Methodist 
Church Golden Anniversary 
Celebration on Oct. 7th. 

 

Bill and Erma Riley 2017 

Bill and Erma Riley enjoy the 
memory of their wedding 51 year 
ago at the Golden Anniversary 
Celebration at College Ave. United 
Methodist Church on Oct. 7, 2017 



Fed and Mertyce Rohles were honored as the couple at the College Ave. United Methodist Church Gold-
en Anniversary Celebration who had been married the longest which is 73 years. 



 

Americus UMC: This Saturday, November 4th, is our Fall Festival at Americus United Methodist 

Church in the fellowship hall, 413 Walnut in Americus.  
The fundraiser supper meal is a free will donation. Served will be baked steak, mashed pota-
toes, beans, fresh baked rolls, salads and desserts are available for a donation at the door. 
Serving begins at 4:30 and will end at 7:00. Carryouts are available. 
The Country Store will have for sale homemade foods and craft items. The hours open are 
4:30-7:00 

Prayer Calendar 

November 
6 Olpe 
12 Neosho Rapids Memorial-Hartford 
19 Swede Creek 
26 Westmoreland 
 
December 
3 Saffordville 
10 Emporia:  First 
17 Westmoreland 
24 Junction City:  Korean 
31 Paxico/McFarland 
 





“Like” our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/

