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THE OUTLOOK 

Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

1001 Sunset Avenue, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble; therefore, we will  not fear, 
though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in  the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.”   
Psalm 46: 1-3 

Flood buckets: Many Thanks!! 

Bishop Saenz challenged the Great Plains Conference to send 5,000 flood buckets to areas hit by the 
recent devastating hurricanes.  Great Plains churches responded with a total of 6,340 buckets, and 
tens of thousands of dollars in donations to UMCOR and GP disaster relief.  
The bishop told the District Superintendents that our districts were responsible for 300 buckets each, 
but that each $65 of relief offerings given would count for a bucket.  Well, folks: You outdid your-
selves!! 
The Flint Hills District put together 
 349 Flood Buckets 
 And upwards of $21,778 in additional giving  
 34 of our 61 churches reported their totals to us. 
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How generous!!  I am so thankful to be part of a church that rolls up its sleeves, works 
together, and answers God’s call to care for people in need! 
 Keep praying for all of those still struggling with flooded homes and communities in 
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico, and surrounding areas that were affected by this disaster.   
 
Remember those suffering with loss and grief after the tragic events in Las Vegas this past 
week.  Your prayers, your action, and your focus on God’s desires are needed.  Though we 
don’t understand what brokenness causes such poor decisions, we do feel our own 
brokenness in response; and we know and believe that God not only knows the cause, but 
knows the answers to our questions.  We believe that our prayers give us strength and clarity 
to work towards justice: talk to your legislators about mental health care, about addiction 
recovery care, about sensible and reasonable gun laws, and about changing the discourse of 
this nation from polarization to listening, unity, and cooperation.  Look around your own 
communities and ask the questions: who needs our care; who doesn’t know Christ’s grace 
and love?  Ask Christ to lead you to those people and give you words and love to change 
lives.  And give thanks and support to all of those emergency responders who work so 
valiantly and courageously to keep us safe and respond to our needs.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Claudia 
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Pictures from the Americus Elementary/NLC Jr. High Bucket 
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The Flint Hills District Fall UMW meeting was held September 23 at Eureka UMC.  Officers were elected and 
communication shared.  Hollie Heyroth Opundo (pictured) spoke about her work at the Angel Children’s 
Home and Secondary School in Tanzania, a mission agency of the UMC.  The ladies raised $464 as a love 
offering.  Hollie is originally from Derby, KS, and graduated from K – State.  She spoke about her work in 
developing the orphanage and school in rural Tanzania.  A current  project is a new multipurpose facility.  
Hollie is in the U.S. for a year to raise funds and find sponsors for the children.  She gave an inspiring and 
fascinating talk and would love to come speak at your church!  You can contact her at 
holly@grassrootsangelhouse.org.  Their website is www.grassrootsangelhouse.org. 

mailto:holly@grassrootsangelhouse.org
http://www.grassrootsangelhouse.org
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Leadership Connection 

We had a great turn-out at our September 30 Leadership Connection at Wamego UMC, and as you receive 

this we will be repeating the event again October 7 at Lebo UMC, from 1 pm to 4 pm.  Once again, the 

input from our faithful and hard-working laity and clergy was energizing and enlightening!   

We talked about the “Why” of making disciples, and how vital it is that we reach out into our communities 

and form relationships with our neighbors in order to witness to Christ’s power in our lives.   

Rev. Andrew Finch talked about Mission Insite, the demographic tool we have available to study our 

communities with greater depth.  We considered how our assumptions about our communities may differ 

from the realities.   

Sandy Kramer, our district lay leader, talked about a process that her church used to learn about their 

community, and she shared several tools that they used to both observe community gathering places and 

to interview leaders to better understand how the church could be a force for change and a resource for 

the community. 

Sandy challenged us to use these assessment processes, changing them to meet each community’s needs, 

and to come back to our next Leadership Connection in the Spring with information: what they 

discovered, what resources they used, and with some preliminary ideas for how they might use this 

information to meet their neighbors and be a force for change and love in their communities.  

A great idea that came out of this Leadership Connection:  

It was suggested that our Flint Hills District newsletter incorporate a section called, “It Worked for 

Us” (thanks to the Interpreter magazine, which includes such a section).  Tell us: what have you done in 

your communities that has fostered relationships and helped you understand the needs of your 

neighbors?  How have you responded?  We would love to share what you’ve experienced and celebrate 

your great work!! 
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Do you have students that attend K State?  Do you have K State 

alumni in your congregation?  Of course you do!  Our K State Wesley 

campus minister, Chelsea Shrack, would love to come to your 

church to speak about our campus ministry.  We are surprised at 

how often people say to us, “We didn’t even know there was a 

United Methodist campus ministry at K State!”  Not only is there a 

wonderful campus ministry, but there is a 50-bed housing facility 

that goes with it.  BTW: that’s where the district office is now 

located.  Email the Wesley at kstatewesley@gmail.com; or visit their 

web page kstatewesley.com for more information. 

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at Church Conferences; we’ve already done some, 
almost all others are scheduled through October, November and December.  Please pay 
close attention to information and requests for information that Eve is sending out in 
preparation for these important annual church meetings. The link to the forms is:   

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources 

mailto:kstatewesley@gmail.com
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/chargeconferenceresources
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Here are some calendar items shared with us at clergy meeting in September. Contact the pastors for 

details (or the district office for contact information) 

October 7:  Cottonwood Falls auction 

October 11: Alta Vista:Simpson Fall festival 

October 14: Saffordville chicken noodle dinner and auction 

October 14: Neosho Rapids Fall Bazaar 

October 15: Emporia Grace Rummage Sale and Tailgate Neighborhood event  

October 19: Family Promise of the Flint Hills informational meeting (Emporia FUMC has details) 

October 21: Olpe UMC German Supper 

October 29: Olpe UMC 5th Sunday hymn sing, 6:30 pm 

The Harveyville United Methodist Church will have their annual Praise in the Pumpkin Patch on Sunday, 
October 15th. Service starts at 11:00 a.m. followed by a pot luck/wiener roast at noon. Bring a covered 
dish and a lawn chair and enjoy a service worshiping God in the beautiful fall setting. 

Hay rack rides are available to the pumpkin patch to pick out that perfect pumpkin.   The Country Bumpkin 
Pumpkin Patch is located at 11668 K-31 Highway, Harveyville, Kansas. Everyone is invited to attend. Hot 
dogs, buns, condiments, drinks and table service will be provided. See you there!  

  

The Harveyville UMC will also host their second annual BBQ Pulled Pork Fund Raising Dinner on Saturday, 
November 4th starting at 5:30 and serving until 7:30 p.m. The church is located at 371 Wabaunsee Street, 
Harveyville. They will be serving BBQ pulled pork, cheesy potatoes, baked beans, salad, dessert and a 
drink. Suggested donation is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 per child ages 6-12 and children 5 and under eat free. 
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Prayer Calendar 
 
October 
8 Wilsey 
15 Randolph 
22 Alta Vista:  Simpson 
29 Manhattan:  Blue Valley Memorial 
 
November 
6 Olpe 
12 Neosho Rapids Memorial-Hartford 
19 Swede Creek 


