
THE OUTLOOK 

Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

104 S. 4th Street, Suite 3, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

“You are the light of the world--like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden." Matthew 5:14 

What is your “Why”?  By that I mean: why does your church exist?  Why do you do the things you do?  Why 
do you have a church building?  Why do you invite others to join you in worship?  Why do you stock a food 
pantry, or have an after-school program, or a Harvest Supper, or a community VBS?  The answer is simple: all 
of those things are tools that we use to witness to Christ’s light in all of our relationships.  Our “why” is: to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  The world is a mighty big place!  It’s easy 
to distance ourselves from the “World”—that’s too big of a task for us!  So, let’s remember that our world 
consists of a local context into which we’ve been placed: our community.  Our community is our mission 
field.  This year, we are talking about the mission field as we make pastoral appointments, as I have 
supervisory conversations with our clergy, as we prepare for Church Conferences, and for our Leadership 
Connection leadership training events (see below for more information).  Bishop Saenz defines the mission 
field as, “anywhere people are not committed to a local church or are not on a pathway to become a fully 
devoted follower (disciple) of Jesus Christ.”  There are many such people in your community, in your mission 
field.  The church exists to serve God’s plan to bring all people to love and purpose in Christ.  Join us as we 
come together as people of Christ in the Flint Hills district to learn from each other about how we witness to 
Christ’s light in our communities. 

In Christ, 

Claudia 



 



 

 

5 Things You Can Do to Respond to Hurricane Harvey 

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/news-stories/2017/august/0825umcorrespondstoharvey 

1. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have been impacted by hurricane/tropical storm Harvey. 

Please also pray for the Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, and many volunteers in The Texas 

Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist 

Church, Río Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church and Central Texas Conference who are 

working tirelessly to provide relief after Harvey.  

  

2. Make relief kits, send complete kits to our relief-supply depots or an affiliate warehouse. Download 

the packing list and shipping label.    

 

3. Give to UMCOR's relief and recovery efforts: U.S. Disaster Response, Advance #901670 

 

4. Donate only those items requested.  

  

5. Please wait for an invitation to volunteer.  

http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/ert-needed-4739474
http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/ert-needed-4739474
http://www.louisianadisasterresponse.com/
http://www.louisianadisasterresponse.com/
https://riotexas.org/disaster-response
http://www.ctcumc.org/disasterresponse
http://www.umcor.org/ArticleDocuments/232/Cleaning%20Kit%20Assembly%20Instructions.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Network/Relief-Supply-Network
https://www.umcor.org/ArticleDocuments/232/Relief%20Supply%20Shipping%20Label%20and%20Packing%20List.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
https://www.umcor.org/ArticleDocuments/232/Relief%20Supply%20Shipping%20Label%20and%20Packing%20List.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670


 

Help those in Harvey’s path with cleaning buckets 
8/28/2017 

Here is the latest in disaster response efforts from the United Methodist Committee on Relief, from Great 
Plains Conference disaster response coordinator, the Rev. Hollie Tapley: 
  

 
A sample of the flood damage in Houston. 

Photo from Texas Annual Conference. 

 
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot Director Amy Fuselier has requested that the Great Plains Conference provide 
as many Cleaning Kits (Buckets) as possible. Please check umcor.org for a list of items and packing instruc-
tions. All kits – ONLY COMPLETED kits, are to be at either the Wichita, Topeka or Lincoln Conference Offic-
es no later than Sept. 13. NO LOOSE items will be accepted, as these kits will be delivered to Texas on 
Sept. 16. Please make sure the kits are clean and represent the Great Plains Conference in a professional 
way. The last collection we made, more than 50 buckets had to be thrown away because of mold growing 
on the inside and dirty buckets. To help to prevent mold from growing inside, make sure the sponges are 
in a closed wrap or Ziploc bag.  
The contents of a cleaning kit, from the UMCOR website: 
 
Cleaning Kit Materials 
 
 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid 
 Buckets from fast-food restaurants or bakeries can be used if washed and cleaned 

 Do not use buckets that have stored chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner 
 Advertisements on the outside are acceptable 
 
 Liquid laundry detergent 
 One 50-oz. or two 25-oz. bottle(s) only 
 
 Liquid household cleaner 

 12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water 
 No spray cleaners 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning


 

 Dish soap 
 16‐28 oz. bottle any brand 
 
 1 can air freshener 

 Aerosol or pump 
 
 1 insect repellant spray 
 6‐14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover 
 
 1 scrub brush 
 Plastic or wooden handle 
 
 18 cleaning wipes 

 Handi Wipes or reusable wipes 
 No terry cleaning towels 
 Remove from packaging 
 
 7 sponges 

 No cellulose sponges due to mold issues 
 Remove from wrapper 
 
 5 scouring pads 
 Remove from wrapper 

 No stainless steel, Brillo pads, or SOS pads (nothing with soap built in) 
 
 50 clothespins 
  
 Clothesline 

 One 100-ft. or two 50-ft. lines 
 Cotton or plastic 
 
 24-roll heavy-duty trash bags 
 33‐ to 45-gallon sizes 

 Remove from the box 
 
 5 dust masks 
 
 2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves 
 Should be durable enough for multiple uses 
 Remove from packaging 
 
 1 pair work gloves 

 Cotton with leather palm or all leather 



Fall Pastor District Meetings 

 

Please make an effort to attend one of the following days.  Main 

topic will be reviewing charge conference forms.   

 

Time:  9:00 to 11:30 

 

September 26 

Junction City:  First UMC 

804 N Jefferson Street 

 

September 28 

Cottonwood Falls UMC 

17 Oak Street 

 

Let Eve know by Thursday, September 21 which meeting you will 

attend.  Office phone number:  785-776-7730 or by email at 

flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

 



Serve by participating in week of prayer 
Great Plains Conference Week of Prayer in “Praying our Way Forward” is September 3 through 9.  More 
information and a video from Bishop Saenz on how you and your churches can participate can be found 
here: http://www.greatplainsumc.org/videodetail/please-participate-in-week-of-prayer-9143722 

“Leading out of Drama” Workshop 
A Leading out of Drama workshop/training led by Adam Thompson is being offered on October 5, 2017.  If 
you are unfamiliar with Leading out of Drama, here is a short description: 
“Next Element is a global advisory firm specializing in leadership communication. We’ve built an 
international reputation for establishing “what’s next” in the interpersonal communication field. We have 
enjoyed remarkable success on the world stage as Process Communication Model® leaders and pioneers. 
We build what we call cultures of compassionate accountability. Next Element ’s Leading Out of 
Drama® model for positive conflict is rapidly gaining traction worldwide as the next frontier for global 
leadership. Using this and other transformative communication strategies, we equip leaders with influence 
to affect positive change in the environments where they are at work.” 
You can also find more information here:  http://next-element.com/tools/lod/ 
The Leading out of Drama training will take place on October 5th from 9am-4pm at Trinity UMC in Salina 
(901 E. Neal Ave, 67401) 
Cost for the LOD training is $50.  The board will cover 1 night of lodging in a shared room.  Requests for 
single rooms will be an additional $39.50 per night.  Lodging will be with Country Inn & Suites (2760 South 
9th Salina, KS 67401) 
Please use this link to register:  https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/BOOMFallBoardMeeting--
LeadingoutofDramaTraining 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/videodetail/please-participate-in-week-of-prayer-9143722
http://next-element.com/tools/lod/
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/BOOMFallBoardMeeting--LeadingoutofDramaTraining
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/BOOMFallBoardMeeting--LeadingoutofDramaTraining


ODIM's Yaneth Cholotio to speak at Kansas 

Our very own Yaneth Cholotio, ODIM's impressive tri-lingual International Programs Manager, is so excited 

to be making her first-ever trip to the U.S.A.—to share her personal story of growing up in San Juan la 

Laguna, Guatemala, and to spread the word about ODIM's health and education service work.   

These events need one more thing to succeed— you! Please come to learn about Guatemala and how you 
can take part in ODIM's work to make a difference for people in need.  

Event Details:  

Tuesday, Sept. 5 Eudora UMC, 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, Sept. 6 Topeka FUMC,  7:00 PM 

Sunday, Sept. 10 Wamego UMC Sunday service, 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Sunday, Sept. 10 Emporia FUMC 6:30 PM  

A "love offering" to support the work of ODIM Guatemala will be taken at each event.  



 

Neosho Rapids has placed a blessing box outside of the church; the message reads, “Take what you 

need, bring what you can, above all be blessed.”   

 



The August 26 Camp Chippewa Youth Event was a great success with 60 + youth from the regional districts 

attending.  Flint Hills churches that registered youth included Manhattan FUMC, College Avenue UMC, Lebo-

Olivet UMC, Osage City UMC and St. Marys UMC.  Youth had time for worship, fellowship, activities and 

learning.  When I arrived they were putting the Camp Chippewa swimming pool to good use.  Above see the 

closing worship service with Rev. Wendy Mohler-Seib bringing the message.   

 



Our new address is: 

1001 Sunset Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66502 

 

We are located in rooms 105 and 106 in the K-State Wesley Building.  So excited about 

our new home!   



“Like” our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

Prayer Calendar 
 
September 
3 The United Church of Eskridge 
10 Belvue 
17 Keats-Riley 
24 Junction City:  First 
 
October 
8 Wilsey 
15 Randolph 
22 Alta Vista:  Simpson 
29 Manhattan:  Blue Valley Memorial 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/

