
Missouri River Mission Outreach and Social Justice Initiative (MOSJI) 
 

What amazing conversations I have had with a lot of you 
over the last 72 days!  I am thrilled to be the Coordinator 
of the Mission Outreach and Social Justice Ministries.  
There is some amazing work going on in our district.  I 
want to thank each one of you for taking the time to talk 
with me; I have enjoyed getting to know you.  Also, thank 
you for cross connecting me with nonprofits, leaders in 
your churches and your mission outreach or justice 
ministries teams.  This is such important work and shows 
me the impressive connectiveness of Methodism.  If I 
have not spoken with you or your team, please email me 
at mbinder@greatplainsumc.org or call me at 620-341-
3708. 
 
 
 

A little bit about myself.  I have been going to church for over 14 
years.  I worked a secular job as store manager for a Fortune 500 
company for over 13 years.  I have been in some form of pastoral 
ministry for the last 12 years.  I started as a Lay Servant Minister 
serving two small rural churches in the Parsons District in Southeast 
Kansas for six years.  I became a Licensed Local Pastor appointed to 
Wesley House Outreach Mission in Pittsburg, Kansas as the 
Executive Director for six years.  The last four years while in 
Pittsburg, I was actively involved in their Sunday worship as their 
Associate Pastor.  While at Wesley House, I went to seminary at Iliff 
School of Theology and graduated with my MDiv and a certificate in 
pastoral care.  I applied to the Great Plains Annual Conference for 
Provisional Membership and I was granted this in June.  On June 
16th, my husband and I along with all of our dogs (we love rescue 
dogs) moved to Bellevue to begin our lives as Nebraskans.  I am appointed as Great Plains Annual 
Conference staff to the Missouri River District.  I know the challenges of managing employees, 
running a business, making a budget and selling products.  I understand the joys and challenges of 
serving in rural America with all of its celebrations of community and family as well as all of the 
challenges of both economic and family structure.  I understand the exhilarating and exhausting parts 
of direct services as an executive director, writing grants, celebrating with struggling folks and crying 
with those who society pushes to the outskirts. I have a lot of experience with district and conference 
leadership within the Great Plains Annual Conference.  I have first-hand experience of how church 
can absolutely save someone’s life.  I am living proof of that.  I am excited to use all of my knowledge, 
schooling and passion for social justice to bring fresh eyes to the oppressive systemic structures in 
Omaha. 
 
A little about this Initiative. The Mission Outreach and Social Justice Initiative (MOSJI) for the 
Missouri River District has three components.  1) Conducting 1:1 interviews with key clergy and 
stakeholders in the MRD 2) Connecting with MRD Mission Share supported nonprofits to strengthen 
partnerships with churches or to establish partnerships 3) Network cohesiveness and development as 
to discern a joint need or justice initiative that they are willing to tackle in their geographic area. This 
is important work.  In fact, over the last couple of months, I have taken over 200 pages of notes to 
learn what is happening in the MRD.  It is impressive and there is even more justice work that needs 



to be done.  This district has incredible talent!  Again, I am very excited to work with you.  If you need 
help researching a justice project, brainstorming ways to jumpstart a mercy or justice program or want 
to just talk about an idea; please reach out to me.  I am a resource for you!  One of the things that I 
have developed is a Mercy and Justice presentation that I would love to bring to your church!  Please 
let me know if you can make space for me for a Sunday Service, a mission teams meeting or would 
like me to be a guest at a small group.  I can do presentations through Zoom or in person.  I would be 
more than thrilled to work with each of you. 
 
A little about this section of the newsletter.  You receive a district newsletter every Friday.  Once a 
month, I will be writing about things that are going on as part of the MOSJI, ways that you can plug in 
and I hope to feature a nonprofit agency.  They will share a story about what is going on, highlight a 
particular program, suggest ways that you can donate or volunteer and each organization’s current 
needs.    I chose The Big Garden because I love all things gardening.  When I toured the facility, I felt 
like I was back on my grandparent’s farm in SE Kansas roaming for vegetables in the summer 
garden.  The Big Garden is doing amazing work and figuring out new, innovative ways to combat 
hunger.  I hope you enjoy this first musing.  I look forward to the work that is to come!  May God 
continue to bless all of you with health, safety and enliven your souls to seek justice and love mercy.  
 

+Rev. Marcee  
    
 
 
From your AA, Marcee is one of the  
most upbeat, happy people you’ll  
ever meet and I think this photo really  
shows that.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE BIG GARDEN UPDATE: 
 
When COVID-19 struck this spring, The Big Garden’s Executive 
Director, Nathan Morgan, knew that food security was going to 
become more important than ever in the ensuing months. A 
pandemic, and the business closures and job losses that accompany 
it, increase the chances of food insecurity for the most vulnerable 
populations. 
 
In a normal year, Big Garden staff would spend their summer 
providing hands-on education with children, youth, and adults in the 
Omaha area. Instead, The Big Garden team changed its usual course 
of action beginning in May in order to directly grow more food in and 
for the community. 
 
Since April, Big Garden staff and interns have built or fully renovated 
10 community gardens in the Omaha area. This has meant building 



more than 145 raised garden beds and moving over 205 tons of soil. As of September 1st, The Big 
Garden team has grown more than 2 tons of nutrient-dense produce in the 2020 growing season! 
This produce includes tomatoes, peppers, corn, kale, beets, beans, melons, and more. 
 
So, where does all this garden produce go? Well, much of it is distributed by Together in Omaha 
through their food pantry. The need there is so great that hundreds of cars snake around the block 
each day, waiting to receive food boxes. In fact, Together is reporting a fourfold increase in demand 
over this time last year. Big Garden produce is used to supplement their pantry boxes. 
 

Some of The Big Garden’s produce is sold at the new Fair 
Deal Farmers Market on North 24th Street in Omaha. This 
growing market takes place every Thursday evening and 
features a handful of urban ag organizations and 
community members selling produce and food. The Big 
Garden offers a pay-what-you-can farm stand with a great 
selection of tomatoes, peppers, melons, and more. All 
proceeds from this market are donated to other local 
community organizations and initiatives. All produce that is 
unsold after the Fair Deal Farmers Market is distributed 
free-of-charge at the Free Farm Syndicate stand at the 
Bancroft Market every Saturday. 
 
In this way, The Big Garden has shifted its emphasis during 
the time of COVID-19 to grow & distribute more garden 
produce to community members in need. The Big Garden 

is grateful for the support it receives from the Missouri River District, local churches, United Methodist 
Women, and the Great Plains Annual Conference that enables it to continue its vital ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Big Garden is currently in need of 
pint-sized canning jars for distributing 
canned produce in food pantries. If you 
are interested in making a donation, 
please contact info@biggarden.org. 
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