
Lay Academy Certified Lay Minister Classes 
If you feel or felt called!  If you want to be a weekend pastor! Now, is the time to listen to your 
call! 

The Problem: Many small membership churches are closing.  In the turmoil of our day and age 
rural small membership churches are in trouble. There is a lack of leadership and quality pastors 
ready and able to serve. Jesus proclamation, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few,” 
is very true today.  We have lost sight of the importance of rural churches.   Yes, small 
membership churches will never have a television presence, thousands of worshippers, or large 
sanctuaries. However, there are children of all ages who depend on the small membership 
church as the place to discover God’s grace and love.  We need to raise up new leaders willing 
to serve the small membership church.  Visit our website to sign up for the Lay Academy Lay Training 
Program 

The Solution: If you have felt the call to ministry in the past and… 

              ran like Jonah, 

claimed you just weren’t good enough like Moses, 

or are waiting for an earthquake, wind, fire like Elijah…  

maybe today is the day you stop running, making excuses, and listen to God’s voice in your 
life.  Maybe today is the day you discover that you are called to keep your day job and serve the 
small membership church on weekends. Read the testimonials of former students 

Support for beginning the journey: The Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries will walk with 
you and support you on your journey into ministry.  We have a 10-month online program to 
help you develop a foundation for serving the small membership church as pastor/leader. The 
classes are set up so that you can work from home, work on assignments at a time that works 
for you each week, share with other students on the journey, have a once a month Saturday 
morning class where you are able to learn the fundamentals of sermon writing and preaching 
and explore small membership church leadership.  

The next first step: If you see the importance of small membership churches please go to the 
Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries website and check out our programs.  Registration is 
now open for our 2019-2020 classes.  If you would like to discuss more about your call and if 
the Lay Academy might be the right place for you, please email me, Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis, 
cellis@larcm.org so we can set up an appointment. 

Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries www.larcm.org  
 
Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis 
Executive Director 
Lay Academy for Rural Church Ministries 
Training quality lay persons to serve the local church 
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