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Hungry? Join Lefler or
Nehawaka for one or
all of their upcoming
dinners!
See Events page for
more information
—————————————————-

Lefler Dinners
February 25, April
22, June 24, August
26, October 21
—————————————————-

Nehawka Dinners
2017 Wednesday
dates TBA.

Missouri River’s payout was 89.83% which is 8.24% better than 2015. Forty-three of our
churches had a 100% payout and another two were about 90%. Thank you for your great
effort and commitment to our connectional church.
Emails were sent to all pastors/churches to confirm Laity Contacts. If you haven’t replied
to the email with “all correct” or provide the updates please do so right away.

January 2017 Wrap Up



ALL but three of our district churches made the Yearend Statistics (Table 1, 2, 3)
into Ezra by January 31 deadline.
SPRC Training was held in January 21st in Springfield and we had about 80 participants representing all but about 4 of our churches. If you missed the event or
would like a copy of the presentation, it has been placed on the district website on
the Distrist & Conference Resources page.

February 2017


District Training on Multi-Media in Worship will take place on Saturday, February,
18, 2017 at Omaha Living Faith UMC from 9AM-4PM. This event is open to both
clergy and laity. CLICK HERE for a link to signup or see more information on the
following pages

March 2017


Missouri River Mashup will take place on Saturday, March, 11, 2017 at Bellevue
St. James at their new facility located at 43rd & Capehart from 9:30AM-2:30PM.
This event is open to both clergy and laity. CLICK HERE for a link to signup or see
more information on the following pages

May 2017


Pastoral Leadership Assessments Due no later than May 15th




June 7th-10th Great Plains Annual Conference in Grand Island, NE
Fund Balance Reports Due (Conference Mandatory Deadline is June 30th and
must be received in the district office from ALL churches before this date)

June 2017

Vital Signs (TrendSend)
As directed by Bishop Ruben Saenz, Vital Signs data should be entered on a weekly basis by ALL churches. No churches should opt
out of entering the data and all questions asked must be entered, not
just weekly worship attendance. To quote former GP Bishop Scott
Jones, “We count people because people count.” Bishop Ruben
Saenz looks at and expects to see numbers from all churches.
Please see page 3 for an email that was sent from Evelyn Fisher on
Friday, 1/20/17, to all Vital Signs church contacts regarding some
new questions that will be asked effective 2/5/17. If you need help
or have questions, please contact Kris in the district office.
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Anglemyer to serve as new Missouri River DS
Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. has announced that the Rev. Chad Anglemyer, pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in Omaha, will join the cabinet of
the Great Plains Conference on July 1 as the new Missouri River District
superintendent.
Anglemyer will replace the Rev. Dr. Dan Flanagan, who is retiring after 47
years of ministry, the final seven as a district superintendent.
Anglemyer became a provisional member of the former Kansas West Conference in 1988 and a full member in 1990. He served churches in UticaArnold and Hays in Kansas, as well as First UMC and St. Luke UMC in Omaha. He served as executive director of Together Inc., a nonprofit organization that assists the homeless in the Omaha area, and he also served as
director of connectional ministries in the former Nebraska Conference.
“More than anything, I am excited about the possibilities of working with a large number of pastors, lay
leaders and congregations to share with them in their visions and to help resource and support them in
their ministries,” Anglemyer said.
Bishop Saenz said Anglemyer demonstrated fruitfulness and effectiveness in ministry over the years.
“He is respected by his peers and he has a diverse ministry background that has prepared him for this
role,” Bishop Saenz said. “The Missouri River District has strong churches and strong leaders. And it needs
a superintendent who expresses the joy of Christ for ministry, that can start new churches, lead the congregations to accomplish their mission and who understands the realities of urban, suburban and rural
contexts.”
Anglemyer’s background as a member of the Great Plains Conference’s New Church Development committee and his time as director of connectional ministries prepared him for the role as DS of perhaps the
conference’s most economically, culturally and ethnically diverse district.
“I think serving as the director of connectional ministries was helpful in that it empowered me to see the
church in a broader spectrum on a bigger canvas,” Anglemyer said. He said while he will miss seeing the
people with whom he built relationships at the local church, including his two stints that combined for 11
years at St. Luke – first as an associate and the past seven years in his current assignment as the lead
pastor – he looks forward to meeting even more people in an effort to work together to spread the message of hope found in Christ.
That expanded view beyond the local congregation will serve Anglemyer well in his new role, Bishop Saenz
said.
“Chad can see things holistically, both the ministries in the district in and of itself and then how those ministries connect to the conference and beyond,” Bishop Saenz said. “Chad will be a strong team member on
our cabinet. His gifts will continue to build upon Dan Flanagan’s ministry.”
Flanagan met with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee of St. Luke on Sunday, Jan. 22, to inform the congregation about Anglemyer’s new role. A pastor will be assigned to St. Luke to replace Anglemyer, who will
remain in the lead pastor role at the church until his appointment there concludes June 30.
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Vital Signs
Weekly Reporting
Friends,

There are changes coming to the Vital Signs Dashboard, and I want you to be aware of them before they
go into effect. The changes affect only the way in which you report small groups. The two questions regarding small groups and small group participation will be replaced by three questions regarding the discipleship activities of three age groups: children (0-11), youth (12-18) and adults (over 18). The specific
instructions for reporting, along with the actual questions, are pasted below for your reference. All other
information will be reported as usual.
These changes take effect the week of February 5, 2017. Please be prepared to report in the new form
at that time if at all possible. Questions (if you have them) should be directed to your district Administrative Assistant. If she can’t answer your question, she will be in touch with those at the conference office
who can provide more information.
Thank you for your diligence in reporting all the Vital Signs for your congregation. While they are “only
numbers,” they help us to monitor the fruitfulness of our ministry as United Methodists and to track the
people that we are seeking to reach for Jesus Christ.
Rev. Evelyn Fisher
Director of Congregational Excellence
New Small Group Questions, effective the week of February 5:
Number of CHILDREN participating in discipleship activities (Sunday School, youth group, small groups)
Enter here the total number of children who have been participating significantly in any and all of the
church's Discipleship Activities. Generally, the term children refers to ages 0-11. Count participants only
once, even if they participate in more than one group. Discipleship Activities are primarily Sunday morning
groups, but may also include other classes and small groups that enhance participants' knowledge and
experience of the Bible, spiritual life, and Christian nurture (¶256.1a-d). Include groups sponsored by other agencies (Scouts, etc.) only if wholly integrated with the church's education ministry.
Number of YOUTH participating in discipleship activities (Sunday School, youth group, small groups)
Enter here the total number of youth who have participated in any and all of the church's Discipleship Activities. Generally, the term youth refers to ages 12-18. Count participants only once, even if they participate in more than one group. Discipleship Activities are primarily Sunday morning groups, but may also
include other classes and small groups that enhance participants' knowledge and experience of the Bible,
spiritual life, and Christian nurture (¶256.1a-d). Include groups sponsored by other agencies (Scouts, etc.)
only if wholly integrated with the church's education ministry.
Number of ADULTS participating in discipleship activities (Sunday school, small groups)
Enter here the total number ADULTS participating in any and all of the church's Discipleship Activities.
Count participants only once, even if they participate in more than one group. Discipleship Activities are
primarily Sunday morning groups, but may also include other classes and small groups that enhance participants' knowledge and experience of the Bible, spiritual life, and Christian nurture.
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The Missouri River District will be offering two training
opportunities to the clergy and laity of the district.
If you are interested in either event, it is not too early to signup.

Multi-Media In Worship
Date: 02/18/2017 (Sat.)
Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Location: Omaha Living Faith,
5310 S 182nd Ave, Omaha, NE
Learn more about using multi-media in worship. Potential
topics are tips for buying projectors and screens, sound, projection software, videotaping sermons, resources available,
and/or legalities of music and video usage.
There will be no cost for the training and lunch will be provided although a free will offering will be taken to help defer costs.
If you have a laptop computer with PowerPoint software, you’re encouraged to bring it. Several laptops will also be available for others attending to experiment with the software.

Please CLICK HERE to register for the event. Please register each attendee individually so that we
have an accurate headcount and each person’s name. Any questions please contact the district office.

Missouri River Mashup
Date: 03/11/2017 (Sat.)
Time: 9:30am - 2:30pm
Location: Bellevue St. James UMC
43rd & Capehart Road
Join in this free event that is open to all clergy and laity of
our district to come together as one body for a “Mashup”
day of fun and learning from district clergy in their area of
expertise.
Please CLICK HERE to view a list of classes offered and then
register for one morning and one afternoon the session.
Please register each attendee individually so that we have an accurate headcount and each person’s name. Any questions please contact the district office.
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Membership Director
First United Methodist Church is seeking a Membership Director to implement a cohesive membership development plan in conjunction with the pastor(s) and staff. Duties
will include: coordinating fellowship events, marketing, member retention, and newcomer assimilation. This is a quarter-time position. A full Job Description is available in
the office or on our website. Send letters of interest and qualifications to Rev. Jane
Florence at jane.florence@fumcomaha.org. Deadline for applications is February 15.

Starting with this February, 2017 Newsletter we will be featuring
churches in our district so that we can all get to know each other better, collaborate and share what is working really well in our communities.
Churches will be randomly selected to be featured and an email will be
sent to the pastor and other committee chairs so that as a church a
collaborative article can be written.
What do we want to know? Tell us about your church history, the ministries your church and/or congregants are involved in, how you serve
your community outside the church walls, what is working really well
for your church and/or community or really anything you would like us
to know about your church, its pastor and/or its people & community.
5
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St. Paul United Methodist Church formed in
the Benson area of Omaha in 1932. The
clergy leadership includes an Elder, Local
Pastor and Deacon; Rev. Scott Shreve, Rev.
Marta Wheeler and Rev. Jerry Brabec, respectively. They work in concert with a wonderful staff and congregation as God’s people attempting to accomplish something bigger than themselves, effecting change in the
Benson community, the nation and around
the world—all in the name of Jesus Christ.
St. Paul hosts B.A.R.T. (Benson Area Refugee
Task Force) and is a member of O.T.O.C. (Omaha Together, One Community). In addition, St.
Paul provides worship space for refugees from Congo and central Africa as well as worship
space for refugees from Bhutan. The refugee congregations meet Sunday afternoons. Several
times a year all three congregations gather together for worship and fellowship. St. Paul
hosts three distinct worship services including an intimate gathering on Saturday evenings at
5 p.m., a contemporary service featuring the Fusion Band in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday
mornings at 9:15 a.m., and a traditional service in the Sanctuary featuring the St. Paul choir
on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
In February the congregation will conclude a five month worship/small group study program
utilizing the Fruitful Living Series written by Bishop Robert Schnase. The congregation has
been growing in their understanding and practice of Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship,
Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.
St. Paul’s urban environment has challenged the congregation to be creative in maintaining
sustainability as the city of Omaha continues to grow outside of its city center to the suburban west and south. Challenges are complimented with rich mission opportunities. Therefore, focusing on the elements of being a Fruitful Living congregation have been a true blessing.
St. Paul hosts a Child Development Center with an enrollment of about 80-90 children. In addition, the St. Paul facility is utilized by various community groups as St. Paul is a vibrant
member of the larger Benson/Country Club neighborhood.
6
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The Weeping Water United Methodist Church has been serving the
area for 149 years. Plans are being made for its 150th Anniversary
Celebration for the fall of 2018. Even though Weeping Water is a
small town, our Church is at the heart of the community. Dr. Reverend
Larry Adams serves as Pastor for Weeping Water and Nehawka.
Weeping Water’s Church membership is currently 123. Weekly Worship is at 10:50 a.m., and Sunday school is at 9:30 a.m. In addition,
Lenten and Advent services are held.
There are a variety of children and youth ministries. The Church supplies the facilities for and supports a preschool. The Sunday school
serves children from preschool through middle school. Once a month
the students participate in the Church Service and also plan and conduct two entire worship services each year. Confirmation Class is held each Wednesday night during the
school year. Elementary age children attend a Wednesday evening ministry called CSIA (Christian Servants in
Action); their focus is on Kindness. They demonstrate their faith and love by sewing, cooking, and crafting projects to help local people and groups as well as other countries. The High School group also meets on Wednesday night. This is open to all High School youth in the community and is well attended. Our Church and one
other Church in town together plans, support and participates in a Community wide Vacation Bible School.
Youth in the Church have the opportunity to attend Camp Fontenelle. The Church and UMW pay 2/3 of each
child’s fee. Even though the Church is small, its Youth Ministries are well attended and the leaders and Sunday school teachers are working hard to insure that this will continue.
The Church offers adults the opportunity to learn and serve. Reverend Adams has led an adult class called
“Companions in Christ” and will begin a Bible Study on “John” in February. We have an Adult Choir which performs a Christmas cantata annually and on other special occasions. Since 1937, each fall the Church hosts a
free Sunset Banquet for all senior citizens of the Community. Many community groups use the facilities for its
meetings. This includes AA & Al-Anon, a women’s exercise class, and a weight-loss group.
The Church has a very active UMW. It has been designated as a Seven Star Unit for many years. They sponsor
a Food Pantry for the community and its surrounding areas. The Unit has 2 Cookie/Candy Sales per-year to
raise funds for missions. They support Epworth Village, Camp Fontenelle, Living Hope Mission Church, UMCOR,
and the Heifer Project. In addition, the WW UMW sponsors a Red Cross Blood Mobile. This is an annual service
provided to the town’s citizens. Another valuable service offered and provided to the community are funeral
luncheons. Finally, twice a year the UMW serves the Chamber of Commerce luncheon.
Another Church outreach activity is a Food Stand at the Cass County Fair each August. This takes much planning and hours of working there. We do have other local persons who help us to make it such a success. (We
are known for our home baked pies!) The Church serves lunch during four local celebrations throughout the
year. A free Halloween Supper is served to all families in the community. On St. Patrick’s Day, a supper offering traditional Irish food is served and the entire community is invited.
ROWW (Reach Out Weeping Water) is a local organization whose purpose is to help those in need. The Church
donates funds, food, toys, clothing, and supplies to this group throughout the year.
The Weeping Water United Methodist Church has been blessed with active, supportive, and talented members
dedicated to witnessing and sharing their faith and love of God through the Church’s many Ministries.
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The Nehawka UMC is a small, rural church which celebrated its
125th Anniversary in October 2015. We are located approximately
40 miles southwest of Omaha, between Hwy 34 on the south and
State Hwy 1 on the north. There are two churches in our parish,
Nehawka and Weeping Water (WW) UMCs with our shared pastor,
Rev. Larry Adams. Our membership in Nehawka is 88 members,
with 29 living within Nehawka Village, 27 rural Nehawka, and 32
non-resident (5 non-resident are out-of-state).
The aspects with which we struggle are an aging population combined with dwindling population in the village and rural areas. Another area where we struggle is with maintaining an active Sunday
School. One of our goals for 2017 is to determine how many youth
and children are in the village and nearby areas and age levels and
then determine strategies to reach out to them. As is often the case, a vibrant, passionate person is
needed to chair such an effort so let us know if YOU are the one! We also need to update and maintain a website and finding a volunteer with time to do so is another challenge for a small, aging
church. Our average Sunday attendance at worship is 12 faithful servants. Even with so few, we are
mighty! For example, our UMW is very strong, meeting monthly, handling all funeral lunches which
are usually held in the local community center. The UMW ladies prepare and distribute over 30 cookie trays each Christmas to shut-ins and those with health issues, etc. UMW is very active and supportive of many other mission opportunities as well.
Between the UMW and the church in general, we support the "Reach Out Nehawka" (R.O.N.) Program
that provides various clothing and food items to the nearby Conestoga Elementary School. The entire
church supported and held several monthly dinners in the Nehawka Community Center in 2016 that
were extremely successful as both fundraiser and people/communication venues. We also support
the Heifer Program, along with the WW church. Several members were faithful last year with attending/participating in a study led by Pastor Larry at the WW church which helped develop a stronger
spiritual heart in participants. Nehawka UMC holds one large fundraiser/auction every Fall on the
Sunday before Thanksgiving, and it is well attended by many who look forward to it every year for
their Christmas shopping and for many lovely keepsakes, homemade pies and other delicious goodies. A delightful meal is also always served before the auction begins.
Overall, the Nehawka UMC may be small in number, yet we do reach out in so many different ways to
support the missions of our global UMC as well as many local and regional missions. We have always
paid our Methodist Mission shares in full as well. As Jesus said in John 8: 12: "I am the light of the
world" and the Nehawka UMC continues to be a light to all those in the village and surrounding areas.
When we draw near to Jesus through prayer, Bible study, and fellowship with other believers, regardless the size, we can reflect this light to those who do not know Him. When He is with us, who can be
against us? WE ARE the Nehawka UMC!
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Hello! My name is Russ Foust, and I am honored to be pastor for the Grace United Methodist Church, situated in lovely
Kennard (accent on the first syllable), Nebraska. Grace is a church rich in heritage and nestled in a community of great
people; and we’re located about 12 miles north-west of Omaha as the crow flies, and six or so miles south-west of Blair
on the renowned Lincoln Highway 30. We have a single Sunday service at 9:30, with a new Bible Study before service
and Sunday school following. I would generally classify our worship as conventional, but we often have contemporary
music – both as a part of the service, as well as providing the entire worship experience.
Grace UMC was chartered in 1888, and a church building was dedicated
the same year. The community has always come together to help each
other out when a job needed doing. In the 1920s, a basement was added. Note that pledges were accepted in forms of money as well as in
what is now called sweat equity.

Hard work has always been a hallmark of the community, with the original
structure going through periodic modifications and expansions. In 2003,
a new church building was completed. It is a true blessing to have such a
fine sanctuary in which to worship, as well as to be able to serve the community as a social center.
Our congregation is experiencing the same pressures as all the rural churches do. We feel the pinch of smaller congregations, smaller towns, and fewer businesses in town. We might have fewer numbers than in past years, but the passion
and faith of our present congregation is a testament to the faith of those who live in this community. This town was, is,
and no doubt will continue to be populated with the kind of people that made America famous. Presently, I serve Grace
as a part-time CLM. As a lay pastor, I have said often this is the best job I’ve ever had! I am also an electrical engineer
working full time in Omaha. Honestly, there is not a lot of difference between the two professions. Both deal with usually
unseen, yet very powerful forces! And when they are seen, well that can be the subject of stories for many years. Additionally, you don’t want to make mistakes when working within the confines of each profession. Yet when all goes well, it
is amazing how rewarding it is to watch everything work according to plan.
The Village of Kennard presently accommodates two churches, us and the ELCA Emmaus Lutheran Church. We share in
alternately hosting the annual community Vacation Bible School, as well as sharing our Wednesday evening Lenten services. This sense of partnership within the community is an extension of Kennard’s foundational belief of helping one
another out to the betterment of all.
Women’s organizations have been and continue to be a strong part of our church. Supporting youth and providing programs for them has always been a priority for Grace. Sunday school classes are still in operation, and our women’s organizations work to provide funding for youth activities, including camp scholarships. Historically, they have assisted with
funding, as well as providing traditionally excellent
fund-raising feeds for the community. These events
draw people from a large area in anticipation of the
superb meals.
Kennard Grace is a church in the midst of change, as
are many rural churches located in small communities in the Great Plains Conference. But with the faith
that God will lead us forward, we are truly open to
investigating new options. It is a time of excitement –
I believe we have a robust role to play in our community. We are on the cusp of great things!
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Safe Gatherings is a biblically-based boundary awareness and abuse prevention program developed
to certify volunteer workers, staff and clergy, enabling them to work with children, youth and vulnerable adults. The annual conference program applies to all conference and district events, as well as
all local church events and activities. By completing this certification program, individuals are authorized to work with children, youth and vulnerable adults in any church-related setting.
This means all staff and volunteers within the local church, district or conference that work with children, youth and vulnerable adults are required to complete the Safe Gatherings Training.
Please see the Great Plains Website using the following links for more information on Safe Gatherings, Policies, Resources, Reporting etc.:
Safe Gatherings
 Safe Gatherings "Best Practices"
 Safe Gatherings FAQs
 Safe Gatherings Policies
 Safe Gatherings Resources
 Personal Conduct / Sexual Ethics Policy
 Reporting Suspected Abuse
Still have questions, please contact Kris at the district office at 402-934-5441 or Kathy Monroe the
Great Plains Safe Gatherings Coordinator at 316-684-0266.
Missouri River District Lay Servant Committee will be meeting in early February to review applications submitted for Local Church Lay Servant and Certified Lay Servant.
The committee will also be conducting interviews for Certified Lay Speaker applications in early February as well.
There is also a class available Feb 21 & 22 in York, NE sponsored by the Prairie Rivers
District that does count as an Advanced Lay Servant class. See their website at
http://www.prairieriversdistrict.com/ and contact their office if you have questions or
would like to RSVP.
For all the latest Lay Servant Ministries News and known classes, please see the Great
Plains Website CLICK HERE
10

Page 11

Missouri River District

2017 Bishop's
Confirmation
Rallies





Saturday, February 11, in Lincoln, Nebraska at Nebraksa Wesleyan University / First UMC
Saturday, February 18, in North Platte,
Nebraska at First UMC
Saturday, March 4, in McPherson, Kansas at First UMC

Confirmation students will have a chance
to meet Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr., as well
as student leaders from the Conference
Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM). This
year, the rally dates and locations also coincided with Deep Student Leadership
Training for high school students who
want to become stronger leaders in their churches and communities.
Please see the GP Website for more information and a registration link at http://
www.greatplainsumc.org/confirmationrallies.
When:
Monday, March 6, 2017
5:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Where
Beloit, Kansas
801 N. Bell • Beloit First United Methodist Church
119 N. Hersey • City of Beloit Municipal Building
See the GP Conference Website for more
information and a registration link at
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
eventdetail/6479005
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Rev. Nancy Lambert, Director of Clergy Excellence/Assistant to the Bishop
This information is being provided because of its proximity to Omaha, and it will also
be in the GP Connect. This might add to the conversation that started at Orders and
Fellowship and would be an opportunity for clergy to bring laity with them.

CLICK HERE to
go to website to
register.
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Upcoming Church Events
—————————————————Lay Multi-Media in Worship Training-February 18th and Missouri River Mashup-March 11th - Please see more
information on page 3 of this newsletter.
—————————————————Ceadar Hill UMC Pancake Supper - Saturday, February 4th from 5:30-7:00 p.m., see more information on the following
pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha Clair - Saturday, February 11th Take Time to Love Yourself from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., see more information on the
following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Bellevue Aldersgate - Bellevue Christian author Kim Stokley at Stam’s Chocolatier in Shadow Lake Towne Center on
Saturday, February 11th from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and will be at Bellevue Aldersgate again on Sunday, October 8th during 11
a.m. worship.
—————————————————Ecumenical Legislative Briefing - Saturday, February 11th in Lincoln at Christ Church, see more information on the
following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Papillion St. Paul - Saturday, February 11th, 9:00 - 12:00, FREE, Wholly Loved Women’s Conference, see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha First Dinner & 13th Movie - Sunday, February 12th, 5:00 p.m., see more information on the following pages in
this newsletter.
—————————————————Barada UMC Soup & Chili Cook-Off - Saturday, February 18th at the Shubert Community Building,, see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Faith Westwood Student Ministries - Monday, February 20th Serve & Flick event, see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha St. Paul - Celebration of singers from Temple Israel, Omaha’s Reform Jewish congregation, and St. Paul United
Methodist Church. Friday, February 24 for Shabbat at Temple Israel and Sunday, February 26 for Worship at Omaha St.
Paul, see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha First Church Choir Festival Concert - Sunday, February 26th, 7:00 p.m., see more information on the following
pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha St. Andrews Divorce Care - St. Andrew’s UMC will be starting another DivorceCare support group on
Thursday, March 2, 6:30pm., see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Celebration of Soulful Healing with Omaha First - Sunday, March 5th, 1:00 p.m., see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Waterloo Annual Soup Luncheon (Boutique & Bake Sale) - Sunday, March 12th, 11:00 a.m., see more information
on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC Centering Prayer - Sunday, March 12th, 4:00 p.m., see more information on the following pages in
this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC Screening of PlantPure Nation - Sunday, March 12th, 5:30 p.m., see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC - March 24-26, 2017, Omaha First is hosting Sojourner’s Chief Church Engagement Officer, Lisa Sharon Harper, see more information on following pages in this newsletter.

Continued on Next Page….
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Ongoing Events:
—————————————————Omaha First UMC - Weekly Spiritual Practices: Yoga Foundations, Gentle Aerobics, Tai Chi for Balance, Meditation, Taizé Worship, Centering Prayer, and Singing Bowls Meditation. Join for one or more days and all free of
charge, see more information on the following pages in this newsletter.
—————————————————Faith Westwood Tai chi - Mon & Thurs at 1:00PM (finishing at 1:45PM) in the large group room on the upper
level.
—————————————————Lefler Dinners
February 25: Soup & Sandwich Supper (Freewill offering)
April 22: Roasted Pork Dinner ($8 Adults/$4 12&under)
June 24: Spaghetti Dinner (Freewill offering)
August 26: Chuck Wagon Dinner ($7 Adults/$3.50 12&under)
October 21: Fall Turkey Dinner ($8 Adults/$4 12&under)
—————————————————Wednesday Nehawka Dinners - 2017 Wednesday dates to be announced

Cedar Hill UMC
Pancake Supper
Cedar Hill UMC is holding their annual Pancake Supper on Saturday, February 4, from 5-7:30 p.m.
(blizzard date is February 11). A free will offering
will be accepted. They serve all-you-can-eat pancakes and sausage patties. It is held in the fellowship hall. There is an elevator lift available for those
who need it. It is a community outreach activity and
is usually well attended by surrounding area.

Bellevue Aldersgate
Hosts Author,
Kim Stokley
Meet the author! Book-signing by local Bellevue
Christian author Kim Stokely at Stam's Chocolaterie in Shadow Lake Towne Center on Saturday,
February 11th, 11a.m.-2p.m.!! Kim has presented
her women of the Bible dramatic and musical performances at local UMC gatherings and will be the featured guest at Bellevue Aldersgate for UMW
Sunday on October 8th, during 11a.m. worship. Save the dates!
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ECUMENICAL LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING
Christ Church in Lincoln (4530 A Street)
Saturday, February 11, 8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Register by going online to
www.nelegisbrief.org

The 2017 version of ECUMENICAL LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING will be held at Christ Church
in Lincoln on Saturday February 11. The purpose of the Legislative briefing includes:
 to provide information about particular concerns we all share
 to learn how these issues are being addressed in our legislature
 to call together leadership in various disciplines to share their knowledge and
insight about the issues’
 to provide information about how to contact senators regarding bills being debated and how their passage/defeat might affect us
 to provide material to share with church groups , family, friends and neighbors.
There are 9 workshops from which you can choose. Among them are Immigration and
refugees, juvenile justice, LBGT, White Clay, Ag and Energy, etc.
If you have any questions please contact Ron Roemmich direct at roemmichrb@cox.net.

Omaha First UMC Dinner and 13th Movie event
We invite you to view this eye-opening documentary of the
darker legacy of the 13th amendment — how did emancipation become slavery by another name? Dinner will be provided, free-will offering will be accepted. Sunday, February 12,
5:00 pm, First United Methodist Church-Omaha, the Commons. Enter door #4.
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Barada UMC invites you to their Soup & Chili Cook-Off to benefit the Rural Southeast VBS that
they work in conjunction with other area churches to offer the community of churches.
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Faith Westwood UMC
Student Ministries
Millard Public Schools are out of school on Monday, February
20th so Faith Westwood UMC Student Ministry is making the
most of a day. Join us for an afternoon of service at the Food
Bank for the Heartland and a movie flick TBD (bring $5 for
the movie and extra for concessions). If you are interested in
joining or doing something similar, please contact Polly Pierce
at Faith Westwood at polly.pierce@faithwestwood.com.

Shabbat, Friday, Feb 24
at Temple Israel and
Worship, Sunday, Feb 26, 2017
at Omaha St. Paul UMC
The annual “one of a kind” celebration of the joining together singers from Temple Israel, (132nd & Sterling Ridge) Omaha’s Reform Jewish congregation, and St. Paul United
Methodist Church (54th & Northwest Radial) is scheduled for Friday, February 24 and
Sunday, February 26, 2017. This tradition has taken a variety of formats over the thirteen years of its happening, this year including a pulpit exchange. The combined ensemble will be conducted by the Rev. Jerry Brabec and joined by Cantor Wendy Shermet.
Temple accompanist, Julie Sandene will join the choirs at the piano in a variety of liturgical songs sung in both English and Hebrew. Friday evening’s 6:00 p.m. Shabbat will
host the Rev. Scott Shreve in the stunning surroundings of the new Temple. On Sunday
morning Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin will be welcomed to the 10:30 a.m. worship
hour in the beauty of the St. Paul Sanctuary.

Omaha First UMC Church Choir Festival Concert
Sunday Evening, February 26 The Annual Omaha Area Church Choir Festival Benefit Concert is
in its 12th year. Since its inception, it has been a wonderful collaborative event celebrating
worship music from a variety of worshiping communities across Omaha.
In addition, we invite those attending to give toward the work of the
Open Door Mission.
This year's concert is at First United Methodist Church-Omaha, on Sunday, February 26, at 7:00 pm (enter doors #1 & 7). It will feature several Omaha church choirs (including First United Methodist-Omaha's
Chancel Choir) singing individually and then combining to form a mass
choir of over 100 singers. No tickets are necessary; a free-will offering
will be taken. All are welcome!
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St. Andrew’s UMC to Host
Divorce Care
St. Andrew’s UMC will be starting another DivorceCare support group on Thursday,
March 2, 6:30 p.m. The DivorceCare support group is special place of encouragement,
information and sharing; and an ongoing support group dealing with the issues surrounding separation or divorce. Please contact Rev. Nita Hinds-Park
at nhindspark@standrewsomaha.net for further information.
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Celebration of Soulful Healing 2017 with First United Methodist Church-Omaha
The Celebration of Soulful Healing is an afternoon of workshops on less well known ways to enlist the
aid of our bodies' healing powers to nudge us toward health and wholeness. The general focus of this,
the seventh Celebration of Soulful Healing, is on dealing with Stress and Anxiety.
Julie Luzarraga, owner of Omaha Integrative Care will be our Keynote speaker Following her presentation, two sets of workshops will be held. Topics include: Meditation, Healing Touch, Harp healing, Hypnosis for Anxiety, Walking the Labyrinth, and Heart Math.
All who want to take responsibility for their own wellness and who seek insight on ways to do so, as well
as those who care for others privately or professionally, are welcome. A freewill offering will be accepted to cover expenses. Please join us!
Sunday, March 5, 1:00 -1:30 pm First United Methodist Church - Omaha. Registration in the Gathering
Place, 1:30 - 4:30 Workshops, beginning in the sanctuary for keynote. Please enter doors 1 & 7.

Omaha First UMC offers an Invitation to Centering Prayer
The intention of the very gentle practice of Centering Prayer is to open
one's mind and heart in silence to the unseen, unspoken Presence of
Love that surrounds us and is within us in every moment of our lives.
Beginning Sunday, March 12, 4:00 - 5:30 pm at First United Methodist
Church-Omaha (enter doors # 9 & 11) in the Mead Chapel, Don Bredthauer will facilitate nine weekly sessions in this practice. Each week, Don will
offer a brief teaching about Centering Prayer. Then we will listen to a
guided meditation leading us into the practice itself. Whether a beginner
or a seasoned practitioner, all are welcome.
NOTE: We will skip Easter Sunday. Take-home guidance will be given for those who cannot be present
every week. If you are interested or have questions, please email Don at breddb@cox.net.

Omaha First UMC Health and Politics:
what do they have in common?
Join us on Sunday, March 12th at 5:30 p.m. at First United Methodist
Church-Omaha in the Commons (enter door #4) for a screening of
PlantPure Nation, a documentary from the producer and writer of Forks
Over Knives with Dr. T. Colin Campbell, co-author of The China Study. This
movie documents the suppression of taxpayer-funded scientific nutritional
research when Drs. Campbell and Esselstyn speak to the Kentucky legislature about establishing a pilot program. Light snacks will be provided, feel
free to bring a dinner for you and your family.
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Epworth brings healing and hope back into
the lives of teens and families struggling with
a variety of problems that threaten their wellbeing. From substance abuse and addiction,
behavioral problems and involvement in the
juvenile justice system, Epworth offers
uniquely developed support services to the
ones they serve, whether in homes of origin,
school, residential or foster care settings.
Gift cards and donations are always welcomed, and
especially this time of year, toward Epworth’s many
programs. For more information, or to schedule a
speaker about Epworth, please contact:

Harrietta Reynolds
Epworth Partners Coordinator
Ph: 308-940-0147 or
Email: hrepartner@ymail.com
Pictured is Harrietta Reynolds and her granddaughter,
Carlie Bauer. Bauer serves as a volunteer in the Epworth Village Partners and Interpreters program. She
is also a sophomore at the University of Nebraska Lincoln studying journalism, speech communications
and theater. Bauer is also one of the “Big Red Singers.” With all she does, Bauer is so thrilled to be serving Epworth as a volunteer. Photo provided by Epworth Village.
See the Epworth Village Website at epworthvillage.org
for more information about Epworth Village
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Camp Ambassadors
Hello friends in the Missouri River District
I am writing you in hopes you can help Camp Fontanelle.
We are trying hard to start a program that helps us get information about Camps into our United Methodist Churches quicker and easier.
We are looking for Camp Ambassadors, this is a person that has a love for Children, Youth, and our
Camps. If this is not for you right now, who in your church could you pass this info to?
Camp Fontanelle would like to identify a person or family that would receive information from Camp
Fontanelle and spread it though their Church. An Ambassador would help coordinate a Camping Sunday, help excite kids about coming to camp, help answer or pass along questions, make displays,
share or pass on information to be put into bulletins and newsletters, etc... While most of our UM
Churches have many similarities, many churches have unique ways to get info out to the members of
church. An Ambassador would know the best way for their church and the timeline it would need to
happen.
What about the ambassador, what do they get? Camp Fontanelle is looking into not only having some
training or meetings with ambassadors but also to have a family fun day at the corn maze in the fall.
It would be a free day for the Ambassadors immediate family members. More incentives could be developed or campaigned for in the future.
Would you help? Or do you know someone in your church that would be great at filling this roll?
Please help me with completing the attached form and sending it back to me ASAP.
My time at Camp Fontanelle is limited and there is much to do before I depart from my current position at Camp Fontanelle. February 15th will be my last day as the Program Director at Camp Fontanelle. My family and I will be moving to Lake Okoboji UM Camp in NW Iowa. I will serve there as the
Site Director. I have been blessed by so many people while here at Camp Fontanelle in my 14 years
serving here (5 as summer staff & 9 as program director). Thank you for all that you do for our United
Methodist Camps.
In Christ's Service,
Derek Bergman
Camp Fontanelle - Program Director / Assistant Site Director

Please see the following page for a
Camp Ambassador contact form
Trent: tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
Derek: dbergman@greatplainsumc.org
Camp/Jane: fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org

www.campfontanelle.com
www.facebook.com/CampFontanelle
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Camp Fontanelle
9677 County Road 3
Fontanelle NE 68044
Camp: (402) 478-4296
Trent Cell: (402) 459-0686
Derek Cell: (402) 203-0782
Jane Cell: (402) 278-0526
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Camp Fontanelle News
Things are really quiet out at Camp Fontanelle. But even
though there are no children laughing and playing and praising God, that doesn’t mean there is not a lot of activity going
on behind the scenes. Staff is working to make your summer
an exciting and praise-worthy experience.

We are happy and sad at the same time for Derek Bergman,
the program director for the past nine years out at Camp Fontanelle. Derek has accepted the site director position at Lake
Okoboji United Methodist Church Camp in Spirit Lake, Iowa.
We wish Derek and his family well on this new life adventure
for them.
This means that the site council is taking applications for the
program director position. It is the hope of the council to have
new program director hired during the first part of February.
Please keep Camp Fontanelle in your prayers as the camp
begins a new chapter in programming.

a

The Camp Fontanelle website was recently hacked and shutdown. Our webmaster is working long hours to bring the site
up to the quality it was prior to the hacking. The first thing
fixed was the ability to get to the summer registration system.
So have no fear, you can register for your summer camp adventure.
This year’s summer camp theme is “Branching Out”. It will focus on connecting with Christ and getting
our roots (the basis of our faith) strong, which will then give us the ability to grow and reach out to others in the spirit of Christian faith.
Camp Fontanelle will offer its usual scholarships/discounts. Receive 50% off registration for Guardian
Angel and SonShine Camps if registered by March 31. First time campers might be lucky enough to get
a Hope & Promise Scholarship that allows them to attend at 50% of the camper fee. The Hope & Promise Scholarship is administered through local United Methodist Church pastors and United Methodist
Women’s groups. Contact your church about receiving this scholarship.
This year also, experienced campers can receive 25% off their camper fee if they invite a friend to attend camp at Fontanelle and they register. The first time camper will also receive 25% off their registration.
NEW THIS YEAR…the Sibling Saver Discount! This discount is for families with multiple children attending camp. The first camper will pay the camper fee at 100%, the second sibling will get 25% off and
each consecutive sibling will get 50% off their registration. This is a discount exclusive to Camp Fontanelle and the siblings need to be under the same roof.
You can go online at campfontanelle.com and look at the camps and the session dates. It is never too
early to register for camp. Get online today and start planning your summer!
If you would like to be on the Camp Fontanelle email/newsletter list, please contact Jane Van Horn,
camp coordinator at fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org.
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Pearl Pantry
What are some ways you can help keep the Pearl Pantry shelves stocked?
Include a few items in your weekly grocery shopping (peanut butter, mac
& cheese, canned vegetables, canned fruit, spaghetti sauce, cereal, hot
dogs, hamburger, chicken, etc. Grab a Walmart Gift Card and Ms. Barb
will price match every store in town to get the best prices.
Donations can be dropped off anytime between 9:30-4:30 Monday-Friday to Ms. Barb at the Pearl
Pantry. If you need to make other drop off arrangements please call Ms. Barb at 402-614-7452.
You can also mail gift cards directly to Miss Barb at the address below or you can mail them to the
district office and we’ll make sure they get delivered.
Pearl Pantry
Attn: Barb Greshem
2919 State Street
Omaha, NE 68112

Gretna UMC Youth deliver a pickup load of donations to Pearl Pantry

Gretna UMC “The Chicken Church” delivers a car load of chicken to Pearl Pantry
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Summer Volunteers in Mission
(VIM) at United Methodist Ministries/The Big Garden in Omaha,
NE.
Last summer, we welcomed groups from
across Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and Missouri. The usual length of time with us was
2-5 days. We are an accredited United
Methodist VIM site, placing teams with
trusted community partner agencies and
providing intensive mission and justice education, with an emphasis on food security. We tailor each group's experience to its specific needs, arranging lodging and worship in local United Methodist churches if needed. We welcome groups of all
ages and all/no religious affiliation. All of our staff is trained in the Safe Gatherings system.
Contact Kay at kwilwerding@BigGarden.org now to arrange your group's mission experience. If you
would like to bring your group anytime between May and August, please contact us before April 1. All
summer schedules will be set by May 1st. Space is filling up fast - don't miss out! Learn More Here

Is your church group looking for a fun volunteer opportunity?
The Big Garden is looking for church groups to volunteer for our monthly volunteer days at our campus beginning this spring. We are looking for churches to
adopt one month each year. The idea is to provide opportunities for churches to
serve, while educating them about issues of hunger and sustainability. Indoor
and outdoor tasks are available.
To schedule your church's month, contact info@biggarden.org.

Renovations continue at The Big Garden campus in Northeast Omaha!
Over the next couple of weeks, our contractors will be building end-walls for the greenhouses and applying the poly sheeting to the
exterior frame that is already in place. MUD
will run a gas line from the street to heat the
greenhouses. The goal is to have the greenhouses entirely finished by March 6th so that
we can start seedlings for our summer community gardens! We have also received bids
for re-wiring the electricity in the Education Center, and
hope to begin work
on that this spring.
See pictures at
http://biggarden.org/news-events/#/campus-renovation-timeline/.
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JFON-NE Response to Executive
Actions on Immigration
ADVOCACY ALERT
JFON-NE Urges the New Trump Administration to Uphold Our Nation’s Value of Welcoming Immigrants

What is your immigrant history?
Now is the time to stand with our
immigrant neighbors.
Help us continue to defend their rights
through your inauguration donation.
Today we begin a new chapter in the history of our nation. We must never forget the pivotal role that immigrants have played in making this country the land of
opportunity.
Let us honor the sacrifices and contributions made by
each generation of immigrants, many of whom were welcomed by the sight of the Statue of Liberty and the
words written on its base: "Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free."
Our organization remains committed to our mission to
welcome immigrants to our community by providing immigration legal services, education and advocacy. Lowincome immigrants with professional legal representation are three times more likely to prevail in their cases
in court than if they appear alone.
We, at JFON-NE, pledge to stand strong and remain
steadfast in fighting for justice to keep immigrant families together.

Omaha, January 25, 2017 - With the issuance of
President Trump’s executive orders today, and reports of additional orders to come, the new administration is doubling down on its anti-immigrant promises from the campaign. The orders are aimed at,
among other things, the construction of a border wall,
increased deportations and detentions, and barring
refugees from certain war-torn countries. In response, Justice for Our Neighbors-Nebraska is adding
its voice to the chorus of organizations and individuals strongly opposed to such policies.
Emiliano Lerda, executive director of JFON-NE stated,
“Engraved into the base of our country’s monument
to liberty reads our ethos: ‘Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.’
This executive order is a contravention of the constitutional values and principles that were essential elements to build a prosperous and thriving nation under
the promise of liberty and justice for all.”
Barring access to protection for refugees fleeing horrific violence and brutal dictatorships, regardless of
their religious tradition, should not be tolerated. A
border shutdown or mass detention will be morally
and economically detrimental to our community and
to our country. We betray our values as a nation to
allow such injustice within our midst.

Now is the time to stand up and let our
voices be heard.
JFON-NE, along with many other community partners,
will continue to zealously advocate for our immigrant
and refugee neighbors. Please help us share the
message to oppose the building of walls and denying

Learn more about JFON at
jfon-ne.org

Welcoming Immigrants Into Our Communities
28

55 Churches and Friendly Congregations!
We serve the eastern area of Nebraska along
the Missouri River from Blair, NE., south to the
Nebraska, Kansas border.

7318 Harrison Street
Ralston, NE 68128
Phone: 402-934-5441
Fax: 402-934-5196

Great churches.
Great leaders.
Great disciples.
Transformed world.

Dan Flanagan:
missouririverds@greatplainsumc.org

Kris Eschliman:
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org

Website: www.greatplainsumc.org/
missouririverdistrict

www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please make sure to like our Facebook page.
Click on the above icon for a direct link.

United
Methodist
Ministries /
The Big
Garden
United Methodist
Ministries
5602 Read Street
Omaha, NE 68152
Website:
biggarden.org
Office:
402-898-9862

Pearl Pantry
Living Hope UMC

Hispanic Ministries Omaha
Community Center New Location

Please send all
checks and other
mail to Pearl Pantry
or Living Hope UMC
at:
2919 State St.
Omaha, NE 68112
Pearl Pantry:
402-614-7452

The Hispanic Ministries Community Center has moved
from their previous location to Omaha Dietz Memorial
UMC.
The physical address for general mail is
Hispanic Ministries/Pastor Mariam Peralta de Garcia
1423 S, 10th St
PO Box 3684
Omaha, NE 68103
Questions please email
Pastor Mariam at mperalta@greatplainsumc.org
All billing or donations should be sent to the
Missouri River District
7318 Harrison St.
Ralston, NE 68128
Questions please email Kris at
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org
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