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Final Ezra Update — Congratulations! Missouri River’s Ezra reporting was at
100% and the district office was able to complete the verification process
by the GCFA deadline of February 10th.
District Training on Multi-Media in Worship was held at Omaha Living Faith
on Saturday, February, 18, 2017. The day was a success and all of the participants truly appreciated learning more about what resources are available at little or no cost to local churches.

March 2017




Pastoral Leadership Assessments have been posted on the website at
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/staffparishforms. There is a download link
in either Word or PDF Format.
The Missouri River Mashup that was scheduled for March 11th has been
canceled.

May 2017


Pastoral Leadership Assessments Due no later than May 15th

June 2017



June 7th-10th Great Plains Annual Conference in Grand Island, NE
June 30th Fund Balance Reports Due from all churches. The report can be
found on the GP Website at the following link then at the bottom of the
page under “Local church audit” you will see an excel file titled “Fund balance report with instructions. http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
yearendreports

Vital Signs (TrendSend)
All churches should be entering their Vital Signs numbers on a weekly basis.
Effective 2/5/17 there were new questions breaking down:
 Children ages 0-11
participating in Sunday School, youth group, & small groups.
 Youth ages 12-18
participating in Sunday School, youth group, & small groups.
 Adults
participating in participating in Sunday School and small groups.
In addition to these new questions the attendance, professions of faith, mission
outreach, benevolent/charitable support and offering received should still be entered on a weekly basis as well. If you have any questions or need any help with
Vital Signs please contact the district office.
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Finance Director
First United Methodist Church is seeking a Part-Time Finance Director with flexible
hours. Please contact Rev. Jane Florence at jane.florence@fumcomaha.org to apply.

Bellevue Aldersgate
We have approximately 120 "Praise & Worship" Songbooks that we are not using and
would like to find a home for. If anyone is interested, please call Pastor Chad at the
church office (402-734-2400).

Message from
Todd Seifert, Communications Director
"To receive messages from Bishop Saenz and to stay up to date on news happenings around the Great
Plains United Methodist Conference, please sign up for the weekly GPconnect email newsletter at http://gpemail.brtapp.com/subscribe, or send an email to rdelisi@greatplainsumc.org.
Follow the conference on Facebook so you see videos and receive information as it becomes available, as
well as get to know people from around the conference. Like the conference’s Facebook page by going to
https://www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsUMC."

Message from
The Annual Conference Session Planning Team
As you know, the Great Plains Conference is quite large. This
requires us to use large venues for the Annual Conference Session, and we understand that can cause difficulties for those with restricted mobility.
To respond to this concern, the Annual Conference Planning Team is considering the addition of motorized
scooters that would be available for attendees to rent. However, there is a cost involved, and the conference
would have to order a minimum of 20 scooters from a local company in order to make them available.
We are reaching out to you to help us understand the demand for motorized scooters. Attendees wishing to
rent a scooter during the Annual Conference Session would need to pay $175. This covers all costs for the
duration of the conference.
If you intend to rent a motorized scooter during the Annual Conference Session, please contact Dana Reinhardt at dreinhardt@greatplainsumc.org or call 402-464-5994 ext. 105.
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Bill Ritter, Blue River DS and Emily Cannon, Auburn First Pastor inviting you to participate in Confirmation Camp at Camp
Fontanelle. Bill and Emily are leading this camp in July, and
would like to invite you to consider making this a part of their
2017 Confirmation program.

l BL UE R IVE R DIS T R I CT

February 15, 2017
Dear Pastors,
One of our most exciting and challenging tasks is to teach Confirmation for our students. Some of those
challenges including finding the time in the busy lives of our Confirmation Students and in our busy
schedules to offer a meaningful experience. As a pastor I wanted to offer a Confirmation experience that
my students would find meaningful, memorable and enjoyable. Over 20 years ago I started doing the majority of Confirmation training in a camp setting. The kids enjoyed it. It was a memorable event. It fit into
their busy schedules. And it was meaningful.
It also took a large load off my schedule. Instead of spending every Saturday from September to April in
Confirmation Class, I spent four days at Camp Fontanelle and covered the same amount of material that
would take me 16 weeks to cover at home. A real plus for a pastor’s busy schedule is that at Confirmation
Camp I shared teaching responsibilities with other pastors who brought their students. Instead of preparing for 16 lessons I just had to prepare for two.
But let me share with you what I consider the most compelling reason to be involved in Confirmation
Camp. At Confirmation Camp students not only have the opportunity to learn about God, they have the
real possibility to experience God in a very tangible way. Every year I have taught Confirmation Camp
there have been students who reported to me that they asked Christ into their life for the first time.
Rev. Emily Spearman Cannon and I had the joy of leading Confirmation Camp at Camp Fontanelle last
summer and we are teaming up again to do that this summer, July 5-8, 2017. We would like to invite you
to be part of this exciting experience by bringing your Confirmation Students and sharing in the leadership. It does not matter if you have one student or ten; come make a difference in the lives of young people! Please do not hesitate to contact Emily or myself to learn more about Confirmation Camp at Fontanelle.

Rev. Bill Ritter
Blue River District Superintendent
402-323-8849 / blueriverds@greatplainsumc.org
Rev. Emily Spearman Cannon
Auburn First United Methodist
402-274-3329 / ecannon@greatplainsumc.org
3333 Landmark Circle l Lincoln, NE 68504-4760 l Ph: 402-323-8849 l blueriver@greatplainsumc.org
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CLICK HERE to go to a link on the GP Website for
more information or to register for the event.
4

Page 5

Missouri River District

Legislative Briefing Day
The Nebraska Legislative Briefing Day held a record number of people, 190 participants learned
about legislation regarding mental health, human trafficking, energy, Whiteclay, LGBTQIA+, how to
advocate, and immigration. Among the participants were 28 FUMC members. Fred Richart, Mary
Spurgeon, and Bob and Marie Meyers helped with the music during the worship time. We give
thanks for a faith community packed with many gifted folks!
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Cedar Hill UMC
Super Supper Success
The Annual Pancake Supper for 2017 was held on February 4, 2017, at the Cedar Hill United
Methodist Church. Members and volunteers prepared the church with the hopes of surpassing
their past suppers – setting a goal of 200 participants. The Lord was especially good to us with a
beautiful evening and a dry road and parking lot. We prepared, and they came!
Our first diners came just before we opened at 5:00 p.m. and we served meals right up to closing
at 7:30 p.m. Our menu was simple: all-you-can-eat pancakes, special recipe sausage patties, eggs
fried to taste, coffee, and lots of syrup!
We met and passed our goal easily before closing time and the free-will offering was very generous. The outreach
to the community was refreshing. The
fellowship around the tables was uplifting and sometimes noisy!
One special feature that allowed several people to attend was the newly activated lift/elevator that quietly ushered
people to the downstairs fellowship
6
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Prayer Shawl Ministry Celebrated at Blair First UMC
Started in 2009 by the encouragement of member Donna Lange at First UMC in Blair, Nebraska many
have been blessed by shawls that offer “a tangible evidence for whom we are praying”. In 2016 to
date, 57 prayer shawls have been received. Some of the reasons people request a prayer shawl are
distress, illness, those who mourn, or those who move away. But they can also celebrate joy – a new
baby, baptism, confirmation, graduation, or to newlyweds.
Pastor Rebecca Hjelle blessed the shawls during worship, Sunday, February 19th. These shawls represent many hours and working hands that participate in this ministry. Each year when we honor our High
School Seniors they are given a prayer shawl throw that they can take with them to remind them of our
continued prayers and as a reminder of God’s presence in their lives. When the shawls are made and
the person known, the crafter is encouraged to pray for that individual. If we do not know who will receive the shawl we send prayers that whoever receives the shawl will feel God’s presence and that He
will answer their prayers and make His presence known.
Many churches have Prayer Shawl Ministries such as ours. In the book, The Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Reaching Those in Need by the Lion Brand Yarn company it says: “The ministry’s message of caring is
simple, universal, and enduring. And we have seen time and again that the creation and presentation
of a prayer shawl, like all acts of generosity, enriches the giver as well as the recipient.”

Pastor Rebecca Hjelle blesses prayer shawls at Blair First UMC.
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Ashland UMC is located a block from the main part of town. The building itself is the old style brick on the
outside and the inside features the beautiful stained glass that people have grown up with. Our average Sunday attendance is about 82 with multiple Sunday school classes. We offer Children’s Time and Children’s
Church during the Worship Service. There is scripture read, praise songs, prayer time and time for a sermon.
Our current pastor is Anne Gatobu, originally from Kenya. She has been the pastor since March 2016. We
have membership that is a bit older, so we run a more traditional style service. A quick overview of our activities consists of Wednesday morning accountability group, choir practice and historical biblical study on
Wednesday evening. We hold Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month. Our UMW meets monthly
on the third Thursday and our Trustees meet on the second Tuesday of each month. We also have a couple of
outside community groups that meet at our church on a regular basis.
Here in Ashland, we have a local food pantry that serves the community and a program which is called The
Kid’s Cupboard which is a food program that is open to the families that meet the school requirements for
free/reduced meals. While the program is not located in our building, we have a couple of members that frequently volunteer at the distribution site and almost all of our members bring supplies to donate to that program. We also serve the community by ringing the Salvation Army bells every year and our church Secretary is
the Ashland Salvation Army Bell Ringing Coordinator. Our UMM have an annual “Souper” Bowl Chili dog lunch
on Super Bowl Sunday. They lead the Worship Service that morning and then hold a lunch immediately following the service where most of the proceeds go to local charities. During the summer, we have an Ice-Cream
Social during our Ashland Stir Up weekend. We have a Halloween Family Fun Night. We set up games and
serve hot dogs and lots of candy/prizes for the kids. This is a community invited event. Halloween 2016 we
served about 100 hot dogs. This is a very well attended outreach event for our community.
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Ashland Continued….
We run a very successful Vacation Bible School every year where we host about 50-90 children. We
usually have as many volunteers as we do children. A few years ago, we started serving a meal each
night of our VBS and it has been very well received. It is amazing to watch the young and old worship
our Lord together. It is our gift to the community as Ashland UMC has never charged for our VBS. We
are very fortunate that our members give generously whenever we have asked, to ensure that our
VBS is free to the community. Our VBS is open to children starting about age 4 and goes through 6 th
grade. It is such a joy to watch the kids sing, dance and use their imagination to learn about what an
awesome God we have.
We have members that have served at soup kitchens, helped at blood mobiles, delivered meals to
shut-ins, volunteer time with the Cub Scouts, lead a worship service once a month at the local care
center, have done prison visits, participated in the Upper Room prayer ministry, coach various sports
teams, and volunteer with Teammate program and our church is the location for the Back to School
Back pack and school supply distribution. Our Church also rotates with other area churches for different services like Thanksgiving Community Service and each day of Holy Week. Ashland churches
have a noon time service each day of Holy Week and the service is held at a different church each
day with a lunch that follows. We have held movie nights in our sanctuary which are open to the
community. We have participated in the Operation Christmas Child program and usually collect
about 100 shoeboxes that get sent overseas. This year, our church was involved in a local “Adopt a
Family” and helped many families have a better Christmas. After all, it is better to give than to receive. Whenever someone has asked for help from our congregation for a specific program, our
members have outdone themselves. It is truly amazing. “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:21
If anyone is looking for a church that will welcome you with open arms, please come visit us. We will
invite you in for some hot coffee, fresh cookies and warm smiles. If you join us on the 5th Sunday of a
month, you will be invited to a church potluck that consists of good food and great fellowship. Our
congregation is made up of people of all different ages and from all walks of life.
We are not the smallest or the largest Church in our town, but our members have hearts of gold.
They love the Lord and want to serve him. We are a church that worships together, sings together,
serves together and loves together. We do life together.
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In May 2016 our church celebrated its 100 th anniversary in
our current building. IF THESE WALLS COULD TALK! This
church has always played a huge part in the community,
but I would like to think that over the past several years we
have stepped it up a touch.
Since October of 2015 we have been involved in the operations at Hope’s Closet Thrift Store in downtown. This nonprofit store evolved from the ideas of three First UMC ladies
who had the idea of bettering the community. Not only has
this store been an incredible success financially, but has
brought unexpected results.
Even though this store was created by people from the
United Methodist Church, we have many volunteers from
denominations throughout the area. Some volunteers drive
an hour each way in order to work. The fellowship created
in the store has led many people to re-evaluate their faith
walk with Christ. Proceeds from the store go to help the less fortunate with rent, utilities and repairs. To date nearly
$10,000 has been used to help others.
First UMC continues to thrive in their youth programs as well. This summer we will be taking over 20 kids on a mission
trip to Rapid City. Throughout the year the youth participate in various fund raisers for the trip and this time around
enough has been raised so that each child is paid for.
We have two separate youth groups at First UMC. One for middle school kids and one for high school kids. In total an
average of 25 kids come to those youth groups. We also coordinated with the school this past year to re-start the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) chapter in Louisville. FCA had not been a part of this town since 2003. Currently over a
dozen kids a week come to the meetings held at our church and at the school.
First UMC also co-sponsors the Louisville area food bank. In 2016 over 400 boxes of food was handed out. Our food
bank also works with the Pearl Pantry in Omaha by taking them meat. We also have a local person raising chickens that
has donated hundreds of dozens of eggs to Pearl Pantry.
2017 will be our 15th year of running a food stand at the Cass County Fair. This stand brings in a substantial portion of
money to the church and has enabled us to update many needed items. Each year over 100 volunteers work in the
stand. Those numbers include several people who don’t even go to our church, but they just like helping out.
It has been an honor to serve in this church. The people here like to think forward and if they think it is a worthy cause
will go at it with all their might. The thrift store was a great leap of faith, but through God’s blessing not only did we get to
occupy an empty building on Main St. but we get the opportunity to give back to the community.
I think what makes our church successful is that we have a strong children’s program. We make sure the kids are involved with all aspects of the church from ushering to helping out at Communion to working at the fair stand. Because of
this commitment this church has attracted and kept several younger families and that is what keeps a church going in
this day and age.
The Lord has blessed this church and this community and all we can do is continue to share that blessing.
Pastor Bob Wynn
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Springfield First UMC is a thriving small town/near big city church. We offer a family-oriented, intergenerational, and intimate environment for people to grow in their faith and become disciples of Jesus Christ. Sarpy County is fast growing and so are we while retaining the small town feel. We have
two worship services, one more contemporary and one more traditional, in which people hear God’s
word proclaimed and how it relates to our daily lives. The contemporary service includes a Praise
Band, which is led by several adults and four or five teens. It is wonderful to have teens leading worship every week. The traditional service includes a Chancel choir and a Chimes Choir. The strengths
of FUMC are Children and Youth ministries, and mission work, both in the community and in the
world. Mission drives FUMC, both monetarily and hands-on work. Above and beyond giving to
UMCOR, Advances and other designated giving is at least 25% of what our operating budget is. Our
largest mission and intergenerational work is in our S.U.M. Big Garden and our Children’s garden
(renamed Marvin’s Garden in memory of Rev. Neubauer). These gardens produce thousands of
pounds of produce each summer which benefit our community food pantry and both North and South
Omaha food pantries. Other important missions in which we are engaged are: Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Youth Emergency Service, Heart to Hands (scarves and hats knitting), and more.
One grand fundraiser for the Youth coming up March 18 is our Wild Game Feed!! Ask Dr. Dan about it
– it is worth a trip to Springfield!
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At the end of 1882, Rev. J. M. Richmond who
was appointed to the Violet and DuBois Churches, decided a church needed to be built in the
village of Burchard. Located on Plum Creek, in
Plum and Miles Precinct, the village had several
stores, a Presbyterian and a Methodist Episcopal
Society.
In 1888, funds were raise by Mr. Beezley and
the Rev. Richmond canvassing the county. The
new building, at a cost of $1,200.00, was located east of the school and north of the present
location of the Roman Catholic Church.
Rev. T. M. Ranson served the Burchard-ArmorBookwalter Circuit. Every Sunday he traveled by foot, since he had no horse to each point for preaching a sermon.
In 1888, the church building built in 1882, was moved “off the hill” to its present location. Improvements
made to the building, costing $700.00. The Burchard Methodist Episcopal Society was served by a Pawnee
Circuit Rider until 1897.
In September 1897, the Conference recognized the church as a separate appointment, with a membership of
125. Rev. S. T. Walker was appointed as the minister at a yearly salary of $304.00.
On August 28, 1949 the Bookwalter Methodist Church merged with Burchard Methodist Church, after their
church was destroyed by fire.
In 1988, a Centennial Anniversary celebration including yearlong activities was held under the leadership of
Rev. Dan Teachout.
The history of Burchard United Methodist Church includes more than 50 ministers who ranged in experience
from college professor, seminary students, retired ministers, ordained Elders and Deaconess.
Currently the church is served by Rev. Sherry J. Sklenar, an ordained Elder of the Great Plains Annual Conference. Although she enjoys walking and loves horses, she is grateful to have a car to drive the 48 mile circuit
which currently includes Pawnee City and DuBois. The three communities have cooperated in various ways
across the years to keep a United Methodist presence in this area.
The best news to share from Burchard United Methodist Church is that we are growing in this tiny village of
100 or so people. We have received 3 new professing members in the early months of 2017 and have performed one infant baptism. Our current professing membership now stands at 16 strong! The members are
very faithful in their worship attendance and support of the church. We’ve a ways to go to reach that earlier
membership number of 125 but with God’s help all things are possible!
(Thanks to Verna Morehead and Rev. Sherry J. Sklenar for supplying this information.)
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Note: The following historical information was taken from the
110th Anniversary booklet for the DuBois United Methodist Church
which was celebrated in 1999 while Rev. Dennis Hanneman was
pastor. Additional comments have been supplied by the current
pastor, Rev. Sherry J. Sklenar.
The south wind was blowing across a sleeping prairie. It caressed
the tall grasses and coaxed spring from its hiding. A soaring
meadow lark burst into song. And from timber trees that lined a
winding creek in a valley, a red bird called to his mate. Over a low
hill a lone covered wagon appeared. It moved toward the winding
creek, lined with timber trees, from where the red bird called. So
with the spring of 1854, came Christian Bobst and his wife, Sarah,
from Ohio to the prairies of the Nebraska Territory. They settled at
the South Fork of the Nemaha River in what is now the southeastern corner of Pawnee County. During the following August they
were joined by others. Among them were the Methodist families of Henry and Jerome Shellhorn.
In the spring of 1855, an Englishman, David Hart, was appointed as minister to the unorganized region near the Nemaha
River. David Hart preached the first sermon to this region in the cabin of Henry Shellhorn. That fall he organized the first
class in what is now Pawnee County, at the cabin of Christian, or Judge, Bobst.
In the years 1885-6 a new town, DuBois, appeared in the southeastern part of Pawnee County. A small Methodist parsonage, costing $500.00 paid for by the Sunday School, was erected early in the year. The preaching was carried on in
the schoolhouse.
In the year of 1888 the DuBois Methodist Church was built costing $2,400.00. The pastor, J. M. Richmond held revival
meetings. From a membership of 40 with no church in 1888, Rev. Richmond swelled the membership to 120, erected a
house of worship, and reduced the debt on the church to $1,800.00. By 1891-2 the church was out of debt. In 1905,
the church building was moved from the north part of DuBois, its first site, to where the church now stands at 303 Madison Street in DuBois.
As the current Pastor, it is interesting to me that a hundred years before I was born, Methodist roots were being planted
in the DuBois area by God’s faithful people. And now, as the church grows closer to its 130 th Anniversary, I am privileged
to be in ministry here with those who call themselves United Methodist continuing a long tradition of serving God and
God’s people.
The DuBois United Methodist Church holds an important and special place in this small community. It is the only congregation/denomination with a presence in town that includes an operating building. Therefore, the Church is often called
upon to minister to families in their grief with funerals or food and fellowship. We have a lively Sunday School program, a
traditional Sunday morning worship service, and an annual soup supper that cannot be beat. The Soup Supper held the
second Wednesday evening of February in the DuBois Community Building each year is a popular event which draws folks
from all around the area. Folks say it is the best soup around!
The DuBois United Methodist Church is currently part of a three-point charge (served by one pastor) which includes Pawnee City and Burchard United Methodist Churches. Recent improvements to the building, including the reinforcing of the
basement walls once again, insures that this congregation has solid roots and will continue to nurture and tend the ministry planted long ago to the Glory of God.
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A look at history will reveal that the early roots of the Pawnee City Methodist and DuBois Methodist movements are intertwined. In the early spring of 1854, Christian Bobst and his family, along wit some others, migrated from Ohio to these
Wester Plains. He settled on the South Fork of the Nemaha in the southeastern corner of Pawnee County. This is where
DuBois is now located. Other Methodist families, namely, Henry and Jerome Shellhorn, arrived in August and during the
summer another settlement was made where Pawnee City is now located.
A sturdy Englishman, David Hart, who had been appointed to the unorganized region between the Nemahas, came in the
spring of 1855. He found no class leader to tell him of spiritual affairs, no committee to estimate, no quarterly conference to fix his salary, and no stewards to collect it. But he soon found a warm-hearted welcome to the Methodist neighborhood at South Fork. Here in the cabin of Henry Shellhorn he preached his first sermon in Pawnee County in the fall of
1855. Thus the beginning of Methodism in Pawnee County sprouted. He organized the first class in the county in the
cabin of Christian Bobst.

So, much like the giant Sequoia trees found in California, their roots were tiny and lying near the top of new soil that was
being settled in the valleys of the Nemaha in Nebraska north of the Kansas Territory. In order to endure many hardships
to preserve the faith in this land and to pass on this faith to others, their roots became intertwined to help keep each other up. Many of the same persons who planted the faith in the DuBois area also planted seeds which grew in the Pawnee
City area. In this way both mission fields produced giant yields and perhaps that is why Pawnee City and DuBois still are
intertwined today by sharing a pastor in common. Together they are stronger.
In 1857 Rev. Copeland organized a Mission Church in Pawnee City. Early records were not well kept so it is difficult to be
accurate about all the facts related to this church. Early church services were held in the home of the membership, but a
home was need for the minister. In 1861 the Methodist Church erected the first parsonage. The first church was erected
during Martin H. Prichard’s pastorate. The initial cost was to be $5,000.00. But by the time it was erected the cost had
soared to $7,000.00 Several parsonages and church buildings have served the congregation well up to the present
ones.
The current Pawnee City United Methodist Church stands at the corner of 8 th and F Streets in Pawnee City. It is a beautiful, historic building with a marvelous pipe organ. The stained glass windows are often viewed by visiting tourist groups
for their memorial value. The parsonage, a 1968 brick ranch home built at a cost of $32,000.00, sits on the opposite
corner of the block. An additional free-standing
building, the Poteet Fellowship Hall, is used by
the church and community for a variety of
events.
Members of our church are active in church and
community activities. We provide space for the
Bloodmobile, the school back pack program,
foster care visitations, fund raisers, Lenten
Luncheons, celebrations, and funeral dinners
which involve many of our folks as workers too.
The 150th Anniversary of the church was celebrated in 2008. Like some of our neighbor
churches, we are looking forward to the celebration of another anniversary soon as we approach 160 years of faithful service to God and
God’s people called United Methodist.
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Nearly 40 years ago, 6-year-old Etan Patz disappeared from his SoHo neighborhood in New York
City. He went missing on his way to a school bus
stop in May 1979 and was never seen again. He
was one of the first missing children to appear on
a milk carton.
This month, the case was put to rest when Pedro
Hernandez, a 56-year-old convenience store
clerk from the boy’s neighborhood, was convicted
of killing Etan.
Each case of child abuse, whether solved or unsolved, is a tragedy. In this case, the abuser may
have been a stranger to the boy. But 90% of children who are abused know their abuser.
This means all staff and volunteers within the local church, district or conference that work with children, youth and vulnerable adults are required to complete the Safe Gatherings Training.
Please see the Great Plains Website using the following links for more information on Safe Gatherings, Policies, Resources, Reporting etc.:
Safe Gatherings
 Safe Gatherings "Best Practices"
 Safe Gatherings FAQs
 Safe Gatherings Policies
 Safe Gatherings Resources
 Personal Conduct / Sexual Ethics Policy
 Reporting Suspected Abuse
Still have questions, please contact Kris at the district office at 402-934-5441 or Kathy Monroe the
Great Plains Safe Gatherings Coordinator at 316-684-0266.

2016 Lay Servant Applications have gone through the District Lay Servant
Committee and the Conference Lay Servant Committee final approval of
speaker applications will happen soon. Letters will be sent to all applicants in early to mid March.
Please watch your emails or this newsletter as the district plans to offer
two Lay Servant Sessions in 2017 which will include the Basic Course,
Polity, Worship, Heritage and Prayer Courses and we’re working on one or
more other Advanced Courses.
For all the latest Lay Servant Ministries News and known classes, please see the Great Plains Website CLICK HERE
15
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Rev. Nancy Lambert, Director of Clergy Excellence/Assistant to the Bishop
This information is being provided because of its proximity to Omaha, and it will also
be in the GP Connect. This might add to the conversation that started at Orders and
Fellowship and would be an opportunity for clergy to bring laity with them.

CLICK HERE to
go to website to
register.
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See more information on all events on the following pages in this newsletter.

Upcoming Church Events
—————————————————Falls City First & Rulo Trinity - combined Ash Wednesday Service March 1st at 7 p.m. following each week with the last
words of Jesus on the cross in a Coffeehouse Style.
—————————————————Omaha St. Andrews Divorce Care - St. Andrew’s UMC will be starting another DivorceCare support group on Thursday,
March 2, 6:30p.m.
—————————————————Louisville First UMC –March 1st, Soup & Sandwich at 5:30 p.m. and Ash Wednesday Service 7-8 p.m. following each week
of Lent with dinner and Bible study.
—————————————————Omaha Clair – Men’s Fish Fry starting Friday’s March 3 rd-April 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
—————————————————Rulo Trinity – Dinner Theater and Auction, Sunday, March 5th, 5:30 p.m.
—————————————————Celebration of Soulful Healing with Omaha First - Sunday, March 5th, 1:00 p.m.
—————————————————Springfield Lenten Soup Supper - Starts March 6th - 6pm - Prayer Service at 6:30pm and Bible Study Starting 7pm
—————————————————TRI Community Fish Fry—Friday Fish Fry, 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. March 10, 17, 24, 31, $10.00
—————————————————Waterloo Annual Soup Luncheon (Boutique & Bake Sale) - Sunday, March 12th, 11:00 a.m.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC Centering Prayer - Sunday, March 12th, 4:00 p.m.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC Screening of PlantPure Nation - Sunday, March 12th, 5:30 p.m.
—————————————————Bellevue Aldersgate UMM Spaghetti Dinner & UMW Silent Basket Auction - March 18th, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
—————————————————Lousville Church Dinner & Movie Night - March 25th, 6:00 p.m., dinner and 7:00 p.m. Movie.
—————————————————Omaha First UMC - March 24-26, 2017, Building the Beloved Community : Preparing What Race Broke
—————————————————Omaha Living Faith Armouraires & Frankie & Phyllis Valens - March 26th, 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
—————————————————Omaha First UMW Present Yesterday’s Lady - March 29th 6:00 p.m. in Room 112, Dinner is free but reservations are
required no later than March 24th.
—————————————————Omaha Maplewood Movie Night - March 31st 6:30 p.m. Bring a blanket, pillow or chair and your friends and family.
Snacks/Drinks provided.

Ongoing Events:
—————————————————Omaha First UMC - Weekly Spiritual Practices: Yoga Foundations, Gentle Aerobics, Tai Chi for Balance, Meditation, Taizé
Worship, Centering Prayer, and Singing Bowls Meditation. Join for one or more days and all free of charge.
—————————————————Faith Westwood Tai Chi - Mon & Thurs at 1:00P.M. (finishing at 1:45P.M.) in the large group room on the upper level.
—————————————————Lefler Dinners
April 22: Roasted Pork Dinner ($8 Adults/$4 12&under)
June 24: Spaghetti Dinner (Freewill offering)
August 26: Chuck Wagon Dinner ($7 Adults/$3.50 12&under)
October 21: Fall Turkey Dinner ($8 Adults/$4 12&under)
—————————————————Wednesday Nehawka Dinners - 2017 Wednesday dates to be announced
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Falls City Fist and Rulo Trinity UMC will have a combined Ash
Wednesday Service beginning at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday,
March 1st.

Followed by each week during Lent the last words of Jesus on
the cross in Coffeehouse Style.

St. Andrew’s UMC to Host
Divorce Care
St. Andrew’s UMC will be starting another DivorceCare support group on Thursday,
March 2, 6:30 p.m. The DivorceCare support group is special place of encouragement,
information and sharing; and an ongoing support group dealing with the issues surrounding separation or divorce. Please contact Rev. Nita Hinds-Park
at nhindspark@standrewsomaha.net for further information.

RULO TRINITY UMC
Dinner, Theater & Auction
Sunday, March 5th
5:30 p.m.
Homemade Noodles & Chicken Dinner followed by
theater in the sanctuary and ending with an auction
18
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Springfield Lenten Soup Supper
Starts March 6th - 6pm
Prayer Service at 6:30pm
Bible Study Starting 7pm
19
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Celebration of Soulful Healing 2017
with First United Methodist Church-Omaha
The Celebration of Soulful Healing is an afternoon of workshops on less well-known
ways to enlist the aid of our bodies’ healing powers to nudge us toward health and
wholeness. The general focus of this, the seventh Celebration of Soulful Healing, is
on dealing with Stress and Anxiety.
Julie Luzarraga, owner of Omaha Integrative Care, will be our Keynote speaker. Following her presentation, two sets of workshops will be held. Topics include: Meditation, Healing Touch, Harp healing, Hypnosis for Anxiety, Walking the Labyrinth, and Heart Math. Does a shoulder massage sound good? Students from the Universal College of Healing Arts will be ready to give you a chair
massage in the Narthex! All who want to take responsibility for their own wellness and who seek insight on
ways to do so, as well as those who care for others privately or professionally, are welcome. A freewill offering
will be accepted to cover expenses. Please join us!
Sunday, March 5, First United Methodist Church-Omaha, 1:00 -1:30 p.m. - Registration in the Gathering Place,
1:30 – 4:30 Workshops, beginning in the Sanctuary for keynote. Please enter doors 1 & 7.
20
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Omaha First UMC Health and Politics:
what do they have in common?
Join FUMC-Omaha on Sunday, March 12th at 5:30 p.m. in the Commons for a
screening of PlantPure Nation, a documentary from the producer and writer of
Forks Over Knives with Dr. T. Colin Campbell, co-author of The China Study. This
movie documents the suppression of taxpayer-funded scientific nutritional research
when Drs. Campbell and Esselstyn speak to the Kentucky legislature about establishing a pilot program.

Omaha First UMC offers an Invitation to Centering Prayer
The intention of the very gentle practice of Centering Prayer is to open
one’s mind and heart in silence to the unseen, unspoken Presence of
Love that surrounds us and is within us in every moment of our lives.
Beginning Sunday, March 12, 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. at First United Methodist
Church-Omaha in the Mead Chapel, Don Bredthauer will facilitate nine
weekly sessions in this practice. Each week, Don will offer a brief teaching about Centering Prayer. Then we will listen to a guided meditation
leading us into the practice itself. Whether a beginner or a seasoned
practitioner, all are welcome.
NOTE: We will skip Easter Sunday. Take-home guidance will be given for
those who cannot be present every week.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Don at breddb@cox.net.
21
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Bellevue Aldersgate
March 18th from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
United Methodist Men
Spaghetti Dinner
Free will offering!
United Methodist Women
Silent Basket Auction
Everyone is invited!
22
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LOUISVILLE

Omaha First UMC, United Methodist Women Present Yesterday’s Lady
All women are invited to a catered dinner on Wednesday, March 29th at 6:00 p.m. in Room 112 (there is no
charge for the meal). Join us for this time of fellowship and stay for a delightful program on vintage lingerie
presented by Sue McLain, owner of Yesterday’s Lady, a vintage fashion museum/store in Beatrice, Nebraska.

Sue has been sharing her extensive collection of clothing for over 25 years and teaching about the history of
fashion. This evening will feature lingerie from
1840 – 1980. The program, which begins at 6:45 p.m., is presented through Humanities Nebraska and is open
to the public. Gentlemen will find the program interesting and
humorous!
Reservations are required for the meal no later than March
24 by contacting the church office at 402-556-6262.
23

Page 24

Missouri River District

24

Page 25

Missouri River District

INTERESTED IN TALKING ABOUT RACIAL JUSTICE FROM A THEOLOGICAL VIEWPOINT?
JOIN LISA SHARON HARPER, FROM SOJOURNERS,
MARCH 24th-26th AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, OMAHA

See the following page for a registration form.
25

Page 26

Missouri River District

To register online CLICK HERE, or contact Pastor Cynthia
for more info. at Cynthia.Lindenmeyer@fumcomaha.org.
26
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3535 Maplewood Blvd
Omaha, NE 68134
402-572-1430
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Spiritual Practices at First UMC
7020 Cass Street, Omaha, NE
All are offered free of charge in our Mead Chapel.
Please enter doors #9 or #11.


Yoga Foundations – Mondays, 9:30 am, Thursdays, 6:15 pm



Gentle Aerobics – Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 am



Tai Chi for Balance –Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30 pm



Meditation – Wednesdays, noon



Taizé Worship – First Saturday monthly, 5:00 pm



Centering Prayer – Sundays, 9:35 am



Singing Bowls Meditation – Fourth Sunday monthly, 12:15 pm

Any questions please contact
Omaha First UMC at 402-556-6262.

Tai Chi Classes
Offered at
Omaha Faith Westwood
4814 Oaks Lane
Omaha, NE 68137
402-895-3394

Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00
(finishing at 1:45 PM). Class will be in the new Children's
Ministry large group room on the upper level.
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Bellevue Aldersgate
Hosts Author,
Kim Stokley
Meet Christian author Kim Stokely who has presented her women of the Bible dramatic and musical performances at local UMC gatherings and
will be the featured guest at Bellevue Aldersgate
for UMW Sunday on October 8th, during 11a.m.
worship. Save the dates!

Blood Drive Save the Date: October 22, 2017 at Omaha First United
Methodist in the Commons (enter through door #4). Please plan
your yearly blood donations accordingly. For more questions, please
call the front office at 402-556-6262.

Epworth brings healing and hope back into
the lives of teens and families struggling with
a variety of problems that threaten their wellbeing. From substance abuse and addiction,
behavioral problems and involvement in the
juvenile justice system, Epworth offers
uniquely developed support services to the
ones they serve, whether in homes of origin,
school, residential or foster care settings.
Gift cards and donations are always welcomed, and especially this time of year, toward Epworth’s
many programs. For more information, or to schedule a speaker about Epworth, please contact:
Harrietta Reynolds
Epworth Partners Coordinator
Ph: 308-940-0147 or
Email: hrepartner@ymail.com
See the Epworth Village Website at epworthvillage.org for more information about Epworth Village
29
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www.campfontanelle.com
Trent: tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
Camp/Jane: fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org

Camp Fontanelle
9677 County Road 3
Fontanelle NE 68044
Camp: (402) 478-4296
Trent Cell: (402) 459-0686
Jane Cell: (402) 278-0526

30

Page 31

Missouri River District

31

Page 32

Missouri River District

Camp Fontanelle
Early Bird Registration Deadline is March 31st
Want to spend time with your pre-schooler or young grade schooler this summer? Then Camp Fontanelle is the place for you.
Camp Fontanelle offers a 24 hour camp for pre-school and Kindergarten age children and a favorite
adult. The 24 hours will be filled with all of the things that are fun out at camp; the Petting Barn, swimming, hiking, worship, great food, the Jumping Pillow and more.
If you have a 1st or 2nd grader, you can spend time with them for the weekend-48 hours! This is a wonderful time for your child/grandchild/niece or nephew/sibling and you to spend time together in God’s
Great World.
Until March 31st, registration for Guardian Angel and SonShine Camps are 50% off. Go online at
www.campfontanelle.com and get registered today. Forms can also be run off from the website and
mailed in.

If you have any questions concerning how to register or questions about Camp Fontanelle, please send
an email to fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org or phone 402-478-4296.
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Pearl Pantry
What are some ways you can help keep the Pearl Pantry shelves stocked?
Include a few items in your weekly grocery shopping (peanut butter, mac
& cheese, canned vegetables, canned fruit, spaghetti sauce, cereal, hot
dogs, hamburger, chicken, etc. Grab a Walmart Gift Card and Ms. Barb
will price match every store in town to get the best prices.
Donations can be dropped off anytime between 9:30-4:30 Monday-Friday to Ms. Barb at the Pearl
Pantry. If you need to make other drop off arrangements please call Ms. Barb at 402-614-7452.
You can also mail gift cards directly to Miss Barb at the address below or you can mail them to the
district office and we’ll make sure they get delivered.
Pearl Pantry
Attn: Barb Greshem
2919 State Street
Omaha, NE 68112

Contact Kay at kwilwerding@BigGarden.org now to
arrange your group's mission experience. If you
would like to bring your group anytime between May
and August, please contact us before April 1. All summer schedules will be set by May 1st. Space is filling
up fast - don't miss out! Learn More Here
Is your church group looking for a fun volunteer opportunity?
The Big Garden is looking for church groups to volunteer for our monthly
volunteer days at our campus beginning this spring. We are looking for
churches to adopt one month each year. The idea is to provide opportunities for churches to serve, while educating them about issues of hunger
and sustainability. Indoor and outdoor tasks are available.
To schedule your church's month,
contact info@biggarden.org.
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Get Involved
Our immigration system is broken. We are constrained by quotas that were established nearly a
century ago. You can help JFON-NE welcome our
new neighbors by learning about immigration; talking
to people about the significant cultural, economic
and societal contributions of immigrants; and by advocating to your policymakers that Congress has an
obligation to fix the current system.
See the JFON-NE website “Get Involved” webpage to
learn more through articles and videos, immigration
advocacy and now you can donate to help lowincome immigrants or learn how to volunteer.

Learn more about JFON at
jfon-ne.org

Welcoming Immigrants Into Our Communities
34

55 Churches and Friendly Congregations!
We serve the eastern area of Nebraska along
the Missouri River from Blair, NE., south to the
Nebraska, Kansas border.

7318 Harrison Street
Ralston, NE 68128
Phone: 402-934-5441
Fax: 402-934-5196

Great churches.
Great leaders.
Great disciples.
Transformed world.

Dan Flanagan:
missouririverds@greatplainsumc.org

Kris Eschliman:
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org

Website: www.greatplainsumc.org/
missouririverdistrict

www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please make sure to like our Facebook page.
Click on the icon for a direct link.

United
Methodist
Ministries /
The Big
Garden
United Methodist
Ministries
5602 Read Street
Omaha, NE 68152
Website:
biggarden.org
Office:
402-898-9862

Pearl Pantry
Living Hope UMC

Hispanic Ministries Omaha
Community Center New Location

Please send all
checks and other
mail to Pearl Pantry
or Living Hope UMC
at:
2919 State St.
Omaha, NE 68112
Pearl Pantry:
402-614-7452

The Hispanic Ministries Community Center has moved
from their previous location to Omaha Dietz Memorial
UMC.
The physical address for general mail is
Hispanic Ministries/Pastor Mariam Peralta de Garcia
1423 S, 10th St
PO Box 3684
Omaha, NE 68103
Questions please email
Pastor Mariam at mperalta@greatplainsumc.org
All billing or donations should be sent to the
Missouri River District
7318 Harrison St.
Ralston, NE 68128
Questions please email Kris at
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org
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