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Missouri River District News
The following is a letter from Bishop Saenz and an invitation to his celebration service at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, October 15, at St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church in Lincoln, NE. As the letter states if you are unable to
attend you may watch a livestream broadcast online at
www.greatplainsumc.org/livestream.

Please make
sure to like our
Facebook page.
Click on the above icon
for a direct link.

Hungry? Join Lefler
or Nehawaka for one
or all of their upcoming dinners!
Lefler Dinners
October 22
Fall Turkey Dinner
—————————————————-

Nehawka Dinners
Sept 21st, Oct 19th,
Nov 16th, Dec 14th
Always serving delicious Fried Chicken or
one other meat dish,
plus potatoes, vegetable, roll, dessert &
beverage.
$8.00/Adult
&
$5.00/Children 12 &
under.
Serving from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. at the
Nehawka Community
Center (east end of
Main Street)
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Bishop Saenz to visit the
Missouri River District on Tuesday, November 8, 2016

To all lay members of the Missouri River District
You Are Cordially Invited
Tuesday, November 8th 2016 7:00 p.m.
Evening Reception with Bishop Saenz at
Omaha St. Luke UMC
11810 Burke St.
Omaha, NE 68154
Bishop Saenz will be spending the day touring the Missouri
River District and attending two clergy meetings followed by
this laity reception in the evening. The evening will consist of a
meet and greet time, refreshments, and a special message from
the Bishop.
If you have any questions please contact the Missouri River District office by
phone at 402-934-5441 or by email at missouririver@greatplainsumc.org.
If you are unable to join the evening reception in the Missouri River District you are welcome to
attend a welcome reception in any other district in our conference. The closest would be the
Blue River Distict which will be held on Wednesday, November 9th from 7:00- 8:30 at First
United Methodist Church, 2723 N 50th Street, Lincoln, NE 68504.
Clergy meetings are the same day at 10 a.m. at Auburn UMC and 2 p.m.
at Omaha Urban Abbey. Pastors If you are unsure which session you
should attend please contact the district office. If you are unable to attend your own district mtg. and wish to attend in another distict you MUST
contact that districts DS for permission to do so.

This invitation was also sent
to each church as a 1/2 page
flyer for bulletin inserts or
other forms of congregational
communications.
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Missouri River District Fall Update
The Fall Update was held on September 8, 2016 at Papillion St. Paul. Praise
and Worship was opened with music by Pastor Cesar Rodriguez and a MultiCultural Praise team. Pastors Debra McKnight, Rebecca Hjelle and Craig Finnestad lead our morning worship. Rebecca opened the morning with prayer
and a devotional reading from "Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of
Walter Brueggemann" by Walter Brueggemann. Debra and Rebecca lead us
through a time of silence and asked us to think about the joy of our hearts and the state of our soul then write
those thoughts on a slip of paper and when ready come forward and weave those thoughts into a "prayer
loom.” Craig then lead the group in a time of worship and spoke to us all about his experience this summer
while on sabbatical at a comedy workshop and the importance of doing what we do best and using words of
affirmation and encouragement to each other in our everyday lives.
Following the worship Kris Eschliman went over all the charge conference forms but focused primarily on the
pastor’s compensation form. Pastors were reminded that if they are eligible and choose not to contribute to
UMPIP then they are forfeiting the matching CPP funds that the church is required to pay. These funds are
paid by the church regardless but they do not go directly to the appointed pastor’s accounts if the pastor
chooses not to contribute to UMPIP. A question revolving around the conference providing general tax guideline information to the pastors was asked. Kris followed up with the conference and later sent out an email
that contained the following information:
Tax Guideline Information
I found and have confirmed with Gary Beach the only and best information provided to clergy for
tax purposes is located on the GCFA website and there’s an entire page dedicated to tax matters pertaining to United Methodist clergy and local churches. It can be found at http://
www.umc.org/gcfa/tax-packet.
I spoke with Betty Wiles from Associated Tax this morning and she had no problem with me passing her name on and she is willing to visit with any clergy regarding their taxes. She said that
she would do these shorter phone/email conversations free of charge as well. Her office
phone number is 402-551-1755 and email is bettyinne@yahoo.com. Her office is located at
4800 Dodge St, Omaha, NE 68132.
Mel Leutchens then spoke about Epworth Village (EV) which is a United Methodist Mission Project in Nebrasks. EV began in 1889 or 127 years ago this August. They have always been a children, family ministry,
built on the teachings, and example of Christ. EV continues in a re-building mode and programming is shifting
toward Foster Care and In Home Family Services and away from residential care. EV needs the help of every
UMC and individual by:
 Considering EV as one of your on-going mission projects.
 Have an EV speaker come to your church.
 If you do not have an EV Lay Ambassador in your church, please identify someone to serve to be an ongoing contact for your congregation.
Chris Jorgensen then launched into all the exciting things that are happening with Campus Ministry. The campus ministry at Creighton is in full swing and they are seeing growth in the ministry there. UNO is still a work in
progress but they are hoping to soon gain momentum in the ministry there.
Chris’ presentation was then followed by a video on an Indianapolis church and then our guest speaker Randy
Hawthorne from Nonprofithub was introduced (see next page).
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Missouri River District Fall Update Continued
Randy Hawthorne from Nonprofithub spoke about the importance of social
media in the church.








Randy stressed that the first and foremost most important thing in social
media was to have a website presence.
 Every church regardless of how big or small if nothing more than
using the UMC Find-A-Church or having a just a front page website showing name, contact information, service times and address.
 Although he recognizes there are small churches in our district that may not have any or very limited internet access it’s still important to have a presence so that people can at the very least find
your church.
The second most important and vital social media presence is Facebook.
 Randy quoted a statistic that 91% of local searchers use Facebook to find local organizations
online.
 In addition, 67% of people take time to learn about a charity if a friend posts about it.
 In an average 1 in 5 Americans share their faith online.
 Facebook cannot be an idle tool though. It should have at least every other day if not daily posts
otherwise people disengage with the group. It doesn’t need to be a long post and can simply be
just a quote or a photo.
 This does not have to be a pastor or even a staff member making posts but to look and
engage someone in your congregations. There may be someone in your congregation who
has a talent for social media and this is a way for them to serve.
Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat while are important social media tools they are lesser important in the
scheme of social media than Facebook. If you’re going to use those social media tools don’t forget to post
the same things to your Facebook pages for the best exposure.
Randy had taken some time before arriving to access every church in our district and rated their websites.
He is happy to discuss that rating and give you some pointers on how to improve or update your social media presence.
 There are some very inexpensive and free website tools available.
 The conference has some website tools available.
 Use your district website as a launching pad for your own website.
 The district office would be happy to help you get a website and/or Facebook presence up and
running.
 If you would like to contact Randy Hawthorne for any follow up the contact information he gave is:
Randy Hawthorne
Executive Director | Publisher
Nonprofit Hub
p: 402.434.8540
e: randy.hawthorne@nonprofithub.org
twitter.com/nphub
www.nonprofithub.org

Our Fall Update was wrapped up with fellowship and conversation along with a delicious lunch of soup, sandwiches and dessert provided by the ladies of Papillion St. Paul.
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Missouri River District Fall Conference Forms Deadlines
The Church Conference Forms can be found on the GP Website at http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
chargeconferenceresources. Form 3—Clergy Support Worksheet, was emailed to pastors & churches
The following is a schedule of deadlines (10 business days, M-F prior to scheduled conference date) for each church to
return forms to the district office. Please do not send one form at a time but get them all completed and then send them
as a group. I will not process your church until I have received all the forms.
Monday, Sept. 26th

Monday, October 3rd
Monday, October 10th
Monday, October 17th

Ashland, Louisville, Cedar Hill, Weeping Water, Nehawka, Living Faith, Fremont First,
Fremont Calvary, Hooper Faith, Waterloo, Kennard, Blair
Dietz Memorial, Union, Grace, Lefler, Bellevue Aldersgate, Omaha St. Paul, Maplewood,
Olive Crest, Clair Memorial, Tri-Community, Hanscom Park
Falls City First, Rulo, Barada, Falls City Bethel, Humboldt, Table Rock, Pawnee City, Dubois,
Burchard, Nebraska City, Auburn, Johnson, Brock, Julian, Nemaha, Mynard, Brownville
Gretna, Bellevue St. James, Plattsmouth, Springfield, Papillion St. Paul’s, Faith Westwood,
St. Andrew’s, Elkhorn Hills, Water’s Edge, Omaha First UMC, St. Luke, Ralston, Rockbrook,
Clair Memorial

2016 Missouri River District Fall Conference Schedule
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:

2 p.m.
5 p.m.
2 p.m.
4 p.m.
2 p.m.
5 p.m.

October 30:

2 p.m.
5 p.m.
7:30p.m.

At Ashland
At Fremont First
At Dietz Memorial
At Omaha St. Paul
At Falls City First

Ashland, Louisville, Cedar Hill, Weeping Water, Nehawka, Living Faith
Fremont First, Fremont Calvary, Hooper Faith, Waterloo, Kennard, Blair
Dietz Memorial, Union, Grace, Lefler, Bellevue Aldersgate
Omaha St. Paul, Maplewood, Olive Crest, Tri-Community, Hanscom Park
Falls City First, Rulo, Barada, Falls City Bethel, Humboldt, Table Rock,
Pawnee City, Dubois, Burchard
At Nebraska City
Nebraska City, Auburn, Johnson, Brock, Julian, Nemaha, Mynard,
Brownville
At Gretna
Gretna, Bellevue St. James, Plattsmouth, Springfield, Papillion St. Paul’s
At Faith Westwood Faith Westwood, St. Andrew’s, Elkhorn Hills, Water’s Edge,
At Omaha First UMC Omaha First UMC, St. Luke, Ralston, Rockbrook, Clair Memorial

2016 Missouri River District Annual Church Conference Agenda
1)

Opening Devotion

2)

Acceptance of Mission Share goals

Host church

3)

Membership Audit
The purpose of this segment is to approve the deletion of members of a church’s official membership roll. It is not to approve the whole list. Those names to be deleted should have been on a care list for two years, and contacted by someone
from the church.

4)

Clergy Compensation package

5)

Approval of the Leadership List
Hopefully you use a 3 year rotating basis for leadership, understanding that this is difficult for some smaller churches. The
leadership positions should be an opportunity for new leaders to emerge.

6)

Approval of Lay Servants/Lay Speakers

7)

Approval of candidates for ministry

This is for the appointed clergy on staff, not lay hires.

Each candidate must be approved by their local church annually.
8)

A follow-up from each church on the ‘outcomes’ process:
“What have you recently learned about your community that may give your church an opportunity to build new relationships?”

If you have questions prior to your schedule cluster conference, please call or email Dan.
All other items can be handled through your church council/administrative board/leadership team.
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Lay Servant
Ministries
Missouri River District Lay Servant Ministries Courses
Friday, October 7th & Saturday, October 8th, 2016 at
Papillion St. Paul, 324 S Jackson St., Papillion, NE 68046
Friday, October 7th 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. &
Saturday, October 8th 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Friday, September 30th
$20.00 class fee to cover Friday dinner and
Saturday morning snack & lunch is payable with registration to
Great Plains UMC-Missouri River District
Classes offered:
 Basic Course — Class offered in both English and Spanish
 La Vida de Devocion en la Tradicion Wesleyana — Class offered only in Spanish
 You Can Preach! plus Preaching with Multiple Intelligence Theory — Class offered
only in English
 Growing Spiritually through Daily Disciplines — Class offered only in English
 Lead in Stewardship : Afire with God — Class offered only in English

Please CLICK HERE for a link
to the course description, materials links and registration form
If you have any questions please call or email Kris Eschliman, Missouri River District Administrative Assistant at 402-934-5441 or missouririver@greatplainsumc.org.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Friday, September 30th
Please see the the MRD Website Lay Servant Ministry Resources page for listings of
other classes offered throughout the conference.

Missouri River District
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Clair Memorial United Methodist Church
5544 Ames Avenue
Come celebrate our mortgage burning!
Sunday, October 16th at 3:00 p.m.
Clair Methodist is a 103 year old historical congregation that has strong
ties to the North Omaha community. It has been in 4 location: 22nd &
Seward Street, 22nd & Miami Street, 25th & Evans Street, and its present
location at 56th & Ames Avenue. Bishop Reuben Saenz, Jr. of the Great
Plains Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is our guest
speaker. Other churches in Omaha have been invited. Everyone is welcomed to attend.
Phyllis Wilson, Chairperson,
Reverend Portia Cavitt, Pastor
For more information please contact the church office at 402-451-8322
or Pastor Portia at 402-350-0783.
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The Missouri River District will be offering two training
opportunities to the clergy and laity of the district.
If you are interested in either event, it is not too early to signup.

Multi-Media In Worship
Date: 02/18/2017 (Sat.)
Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Location: Omaha Living Faith,
5310 S 182nd Ave, Omaha, NE
Learn more about using multi-media in worship. Potential
topics are tips for buying projectors and screens, sound, projection software, videotaping sermons, resources available,
and/or legalities of music and video useage.
There will be no cost for the training and lunch will be provided although a free will offering will be taken to help defer costs.
Please CLICK HERE to register for the event. Please register each attendee individually so that we
have an accurate headcount and each person’s name. Any questions please contact the district office.

Missouri River Mashup
Date: 03/11/2017 (Sat.)
Time: 9:30am - 2:30pm
Location: Bellevue St. James UMC
43rd & Capehard Road
Join in this free event that is open to all clergy and laity of
our district to come together as one body for a “Mashup”
day of fun and learning from district clergy in their area of
expertise.
Please CLICK HERE to view a list of classes offered and then
register for one morning and one afternoon the session.
Please register each attendee individually so that we have an accurate headcount and each person’s name. Any questions please contact the district office.
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Bishop’s Round-up
Against Hunger Lock-In
for Middle & High School Youth
Make plans now! The Bishop's Round-Up Against Hunger
Lock-In Registration is NOW OPEN!!
We are excited to see you in November.
The Bishop’s Round-up Against Hunger Lock-In will be Nov. 18-19 at Lawrence First UMC West
Campus at 6th St (Highway 40) and K-10 (867 Highway 40 Lawrence, KS 66049) beginning at 7
p.m. and will wrap up at 1 p.m. on Nov. 19, at the Douglas County Fairgrounds. The lock-in is for
middle and high school youth.

What to bring:
Sleeping gear (sleeping accommodations are at a church on the floor so sleep bags, mats, pillowsclothes etc.)
Work gear (jacket as the mornings might be chilly, work gloves, maybe a hat)
Snacks to share (no peanuts please)
$5/youth for pizza snack on Friday
Concessions and other items are available for purchase at the fairgrounds for those who wish to
bring additional money. A quick breakfast will be provided Saturday morning.
Youth Leaders:
 Please bring a 2016 Health Form for your youth
(Link to a health form is available during registration!)
 Register groups at https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/BishopsRoundUpYouth2016
Registration open until November 14th
 One Safe Gatherings Certified Adult must accompany each group of 1-6 youth.
This is a great opportunity for youth to be in service and mission with other youth by participating
in youth-led fellowship and worship the evening before and loading and unloading of donated
items from area churches and giving back to agencies that serve our communities. We hope you
will find this an enriching and rewarding experience!
Lock-In Questions? Contact Laura Ramsey, coordinator, 785-231-8880, jusramsey@hotmail.com.
Bisop's Round-up Questions? Contact Matt Johnson at bishopsroundup@greatplainsumc.org.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Missouri River District
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What is the Bishop's Round-Up Against Hunger
and what can churches do to help?
The Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger is part of the Great Plains Mercy and Justice Hunger Ministries and
is an annual event to celebrate what the church is doing to meet the needs of the poor and hungry.
To participate you can come and join the celebration of what is going on in the church and/or bring by
bringing supplies to distribute to agencies on the day of the event.
The agencies that come to the Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger event are looking for particular items
that have been traditionally provided by the Bishop’s Round-Up Against Hunger. These include food, bedding, toys, paper products, diapers, HUGS (hats, underwear, gloves and socks), health kits, school kits, layettes, new toys and games.

If your church is already participating in meeting the needs of the poor and hungry the conference
would as that you complete a “GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BISHOP’S ROUND UP AGAINST HUNGER---GENERAL REPORT FORM---2016” which can be found by
CLICKING HERE.
If your church would like to participate in meeting the needs of the poor and hungry the conference would like to invite you to help provide items for distribution to more than 20 agencies that
come to the event to receive supplies for their ministries. For more information please CLICK
HERE. On this page there is links to both a brochure of items needed and an event flyer.
For more information on the Bishop’s Round-up Against Hunger and other Hunger Ministries
please see their webpage by CLICKING HERE.
"I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me." Matthew 25:35-36

Missouri River District
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Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rockbrook United Methodist Church currently has a part-time opening for
a Youth Ministry Coordinator.
The primary role of the Youth Ministry Coordinator is guiding young people in spiritual growth and opportunities to serve the Church and community. This includes planning and directing middle school
and high school youth groups, worship, Sunday school, and other activities in cooperation with the Pastor, Director of Children’s Ministries and the Church Education Committee. Duties also include selecting curriculum and resources in consultation with the Education Committee and the Pastor.
A Bachelor’s degree is preferred. Other desired qualifications include experience in youth ministry or
education, effective interpersonal and communication skills, the ability to appropriately use social media, and the ability to work collaboratively with youth, parents, and church ministry teams.
A background check and Safe Gatherings training is required.
Interested persons should contact:
Rev. Jim Corson
Rockbrook United Methodist Church
9855 West Center Road
Omaha, Nebraska 68124
Or email resume to jcorson@rockbrookumc.com

Administrative Assistant: St. Luke United Methodist Church (11810 Burke Street, Omaha) is taking applications for an Administrative Assistant for our front church office. For details, go to our ad on Career
Link: http://careerlink.com/job/2188-000459/

Please make sure to check out all our distict job listings throughout the
month on our website at http://www.greatplainsumc.org/districtclassifieds

Just a note: Rockbrook United Methodist Church has hired a very qualified Part Time Finance
Manager. Pastor Jim mentioned that if any other church is also looking for a Part Time person
she may be available for additional hours. This could be the perfect scenario for a church who
would also like a part time person and this person who would like more than a part time position.
Please call Pastor Jim at Rockbrook if you would like to know her qualifications or if you have
questions.

Missouri River District
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Living Hope UMC - Thanksgiving Baskets
Please print this page and please send the
bottom form to Living Hope UMC, 2919
State Street, Omaha, NE 68112 so they
may get a count of how many baskets and
families they will be able to serve.
Please help fill Thanksgiving Baskets for
the hungry families by using the Basket
Wish List on the next page.
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Living Hope UMC
2016 Thanksgiving Baskets Wish List
This Wish List was also sent
to each church as a 1/2 page
flyer for bulletin inserts or
other forms of congregational
communications.

This Thanksgiving, as we will gather around tables full of
God’s good bounty, we have an opportunity to bless others
who are hungry.
Living Hope UM Church invites your church to partner with us
as we provide the makings for a Thanksgiving Meal for 150
families.
Donations can be dropped off at Living Hope Pantry, 2919
State Street November 13-20, 2016
Turkeys 10-12 lbs.
Box stuffing mix
Canned Green beans
Canned Corn
Canned Sweet Potatoes
Cranberry Sauce
Instant Mash Potatoes
Gravy Mix
Corn bread mix
Cake Mix
Frosting
Thanks for your support. Together we can “…give them something to eat.” (Mark 6:37)

Filled baskets (or boxes) should be dropped off at Living Hope UMC on Monday, November 21st or Tuesday November 22nd between the hours of 10-4. If you need to make
special drop off arrangements please contact Ms. Barb at 402-614-7452.
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Pearl Pantry
Would like to thank everyone for answering the call when our shelves were
bare. We serve many individuals and families who are hungry and in need in
our community on a daily basis. With the churches and individuals in our
district community of churches help they were able to quickly get items on
their shelves and in their freezer to keep serving the community.
Items that are always needed are:
Shelves: Peanut Butter, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned Veggies, Canned
Fruit, Spaghetti Sauce, Cereal etc.
Freezer:

Hot

Dogs,

Hamburg er,

Chicken

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables are also a welcome treat so if your garden
or fruit trees are doing well and you’ve got more than you can use share
it with Pearl Pantry.
WALMART gift cards are also a great alternative to food donations as
WalMart will price match every store in town so Ms. Barb can get what is
needed at the best prices.
Donations can be dropped off anytime between 9:30-4:30 Monday-Friday to
Ms. Barb at the Pearl Pantry. If you need to make other drop off arrangements please call Ms. Barb at 402-614-7452.
You can also mail gift cards directly to Miss Barb at the address below or you
can mail them to the district office and we’ll make sure they get delivered.
Pearl Pantry
Attn: Barb Greshem
2919 State Street
Omaha, NE 68112
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Bellevue St. James UMC
Sunday, September 18th, was an exciting day of ground breaking for a new
worship center for Bellevue St. James UMC.

While the current site at
1501 Franklin isn’t going anywhere St. James is a growing church and this new location will help the congregation.

On Monday, September 5, 2016, KPTM Fox42 TV ran a special report titled “Bellevue church expanding to new building. Pastor Russ Tompkins was quoted in saying, “The need for a church between
Bellevue and Papillion because of the growing population.: The new building won’t look like a traditional church on the outside, but inside it’ll offer many choices for members. People like to have
choices and they really want to have both traditional and contemporary worship.
For a link to view the entire new article by Shannon Smith, Fox42 KPTM News CLICK HERE.
Artist’s rendering of the
building sanctuary.
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Blair UMC

On Sunday, August 14th, 54 members at
Blair First United Methodist Church participated in the 5th Annual “Church Has Left
the Building” event.

Bonnie and Larry Finley, Edie Satterfield and Bobbi
Thompson wrapping shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child gifts.

The day began with a shortened worship
service and then several work crews
headed out into the community to work
for 2 hours. The crews then met back at
the church for a fellowship luncheon to
complete the day.
Activities this year included work at Camp
Fontanelle, in Nickerson, where “Hobbit”
house blocks were painted with tar; hymn
sings took place at Crowell Home and
Carter Place; yard work was done at
Black Elk Neihardt Park, Crowell Home,
Good Shepherd, and an elderly local resident. Some members cleaned the facility
at MCH Auxiliary Closet or hung up clothing at Joseph’s Coat. The remaining members stayed at the church to prepare
lunch for the workers, washed windows,
and wrapped shoe boxes for Operation
Christmas Child gifts.

Chad, Amy and Sam Larsen spread new rock at Good
Shepherd child care.

This was a fun event of sharing God’s
love in our community.
Nancy Sipple, Jan Elvers, Julie and Cody Thompson, Nancy Williby,
and Roger Howland did yard work at Crowell Home during “Church
Has Left the Building”.
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Connect Sunday at Omaha First UMC

Ministry Fair and Picnic on the Front Lawn
We enjoyed a beautiful day exploring the many opportunities in our Faith Community and beyond, as
well as a fun fellowship picnic on our Front Lawn. Zumba with Pastor Cynthia was a big hit! Thank you
to all who participated and our extra special volunteers who made this event a huge success.
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Nebraska City First
Applejack Breakfast & Service
The United Methodist Men hosted a pancake breakfast before the worship service
on Applejack Sunday, September 18th.
Worship was held in Gage Hall rather than the sanctuary that morning.

Missouri River District
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Epworth Village

To learn more about Epworth Village or becoming a Partner please
contact Harrietta Reynolds, Coordinator Epworth Partners,
email hrepartner@ymail.com, phone 308-940-0147.
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Louisville UMC
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Upcoming Church Events
—————————————————Crop Walk Fundraiser at Sgt. Peffer’s - Tuesday, October 4th, all-day, dine at one of Sgt. Peffer’s locations (1501 N.
Saddle Creek Rd. or 111 E. Locust St. in Carter Lake), , see more information on previous page in this newsletter
—————————————————Missouri River District Lay Servant Ministries Course - Friday, October 7th and Saturday, October 7th at Papillion St.
Paul, see more information on previous page in this newsletter
—————————————————Crop Walk - Sunday, October 9th, see more information on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————Bellevue Aldersgate - Sunday, October 9th, Bellevue Aldersgate is hosting speaker and performer Kim Stokley, see
more information on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————Charity Softball Game - Louisville UMC and Springfield UMC on Sunday, October 16th at 3:00 p.m. in Springfield Baseball Field. see more information on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————The Big Garden - First Annual Harvest Festival, Saturday, October 22nd, 3:00-8:00pm, see flyer on following pages in
this newsletter
—————————————————Omaha Maplewood - Fall Festival, Friday, October 28th, 6:30-8:30pm, see flyer on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————Omaha St. Paul Youth Present - Haunted House and Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, October 29th, 8-10pm, see more
information on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————Introduction to Centering Prayer, Omaha First UMC - Thursday, November 3rd, see more information on following
pages in this newsletter
—————————————————West O Shopping Event - Saturday, November 5th at Living Faith UMC, see more information on following pages in this
newsletter
—————————————————Missouri River District Lay Multi-Media in Worship Training - Saturday, February 18, 2017, see more information on
previous page in this newsletter
—————————————————Missouri River Mashup - Saturday, March 11, 2017, see more information on previous page in this newsletter
—————————————————Omaha First - March 24-26, 2017, Omaha First is hosting Sojourner’s Chief Church Engagement Officer, Lisa Sharon
Harper, see more information on following pages in this newsletter
—————————————————Omaha Urban Abbey - Circle Theater will be presenting a Charlie Brown Christmas Musical at Urban Abbey (1026 Jackson
St.) on Thursday and Friday evenings at 7:00pm in the month of December, see more information on following pages in
this newsletter

Ongoing Events:
—————————————————Omaha First Zumba - Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in The Commons Community Center.
—————————————————Faith Westwood Tai chi - Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00 & 1:45 PM in the new large group room on the upper level.
—————————————————Lefler Dinners - October 22 — Fall Turkey Dinner
—————————————————Wednesday Nehawka Dinners - Wednesday, Sept 21st, Oct 19th, Nov 16th, Dec 14th, see cover page for more details

Missouri River District
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Omaha First UMC
7020 Cass Street
Omaha, NE 68132
402-556-6262

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4TH
Dine at one of Sgt. Peffer’s
locations on October 4th
and raise money for the

CROP Hunger Walk!
Go to Sgt. Peffer’s locations at

Tai Chi Classes
Offered at
Omaha Faith Westwood
4814 Oaks Lane
Omaha, NE 68137
402-895-3394
Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00 &
1:45 PM. Class will be in the new
Children's Ministry large group room
on the upper level.

1501 N. Saddle Creek Rd.
or
111 E. Locust St. in Carter
Lake
at any time during the day.
Sgt. Peffer’s will donate up to 10 %
of their proceeds from Oct. 4th
to the CROP Walk.

Please mention the CROP Walk
when ordering
to receive the donation.
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Ending Hunger One Step at a Time
Walk with us in the 34th Annual

Omaha CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 9, 2016
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
61st and Western Ave
25% of funds raised through the Omaha CROP Hunger Walk stay in the local community, fighting hunger and poverty through the work of Stephen Center, Siena Francis House, and Open Door Mission. The remaining 75% goes
to eradicate hunger and poverty world-wide through the work of Church World Service.
For more information or if you are unable to attend the Kick Off Rally contact:
Leslee O’Bradovich at 402-556-3464 or omahacropwalk@cox.net
For information about Church World Service visit www.cwsglobal.org
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Bellevue Aldersgate UMC
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Get your church teams organized for next year!
Louisville & Springfield churches hope this will become an
annual event with many of our district churches participating.
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Omaha Maplewood UMC
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Omaha St. Paul Youth Present…..
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
CENTERING PRAYER
An Introductory Workshop on Centering Prayer will be held at Knowles
Mercy Spirituality Center on Thursday, November 3, 2016. Registration
begins at 8:30 a.m. and the workshop runs from 8:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Centering Prayer is a response to the invitation to “be still and know…
God.” (Psalm 46:10) It is a way to give our consent to the presence and
transforming grace of the Divine Indwelling in silence beyond thoughts,
words and emotions. Grounded in the contemplative heritage of the
Christian tradition, our intention in Centering Prayer is to consent with
open mind and heart to the Divine Mystery that sustains all creation.
This introduction will include a brief overview of the contemplative tradition, the method of Centering
Prayer, how to let go of thoughts and the effects of a deepening relationship with God in our daily
lives.
The registration fee of $30.00 will cover lunch. We will be using the book Open Mind Open Heart by
Thomas Keating. Please bring a copy with you or you may purchase a book by adding $16.00 to the
fee and it will be available the day of the retreat.
The workshop will be led by Rev. Donald Bredthauer. Don is a retired United Methodist pastor and a
Certified Spiritual Director. He has practiced Centering Prayer since 1989 and regularly presents the
Introductory workshop for which he was commissioned in 1995 by Thomas Keating and Contemplative Outreach.
Knowles Mercy is located at 2304 Campanile Rd, Waterloo, NE—1 mile west of 264th and Center.
If you have any questions please contact Candice Nielsen, Director of Administration and Communication at First United Methodist Church at 402.556.6262 X 1001 or by email at candice.nielsen@fumcomaha.org.
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Circle Theater will be
presenting a Charlie
Brown Christmas Musical at Urban Abbey
(1026 Jackson St.) on
Thursday and Friday
evenings at 7:00pm in
the month of December. Save the date on
your calendar for children or youth event or
take a fun family day
out with your Old Market Methodist presence. Plus the Christmas lights will be
bright all around us
and the hot chocolate
will be ready when you
come to the Abbey. More ticket information to come.
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The Big Garden Presents….
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District Groups Serve
Neighborhood Meal

On September 7th The Big Garden, Urban Abbey, Missouri River District, and Aldersgate UMC, Bellevue collaborated to host an event in the Park East Neighborhood of Omaha. Bryan & Linda Hankins of Aldersgate
UMC led an initiative to collect children's books and shoes in honor of Dr. Dan Flanagan; these items were
shared with neighborhood residents. The Big Garden provided a taco meal, games, and free produce. Urban
Abbey supplied volunteers who assisted with food service and community-building. Dr. Dan Flanagan, District Superintendent, was onhand to serve food and greet neighbors as well. The event was a great opportunity for neighbors and volunteers to get to know each other and share a meal together. This was the sixth
year that The Big Garden has hosted this event.

Missouri River District

Construction Underway
at The Big Garden
The Big Garden moved into its new home
near Olive Crest UMC in April. The Big Garden
staff got right to work teaching children,
youth, and adults to grow, cook, and preserve
their own food. With one growing season almost wrapped up, construction crews have
begun work to demolish the outdated, deteriorating greenhouses and build newer, more
efficient greenhouses. This is phase one of a
several-phase process. The goal is to demolish the old greenhouses and construct new
greenhouses before the growing season begins in January. Stay tuned for further updates!
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Vision 2025…Building Today…for
Tomorrow at Camp Fontanelle
With the support of the Great Plains Camps, Camp Fontanelle is moving forward with a key donor campaign to support a
possible capital campaign project.
Camp Fontanelle has lofty goals for its camping ministry. To attain these goals, an additional facility needs to be constructed.

Many have been to camp, either as a camper or a day visitor, and know that while the camp has wonderful programming, there are only 44 beds in an air conditioned area. While Camp Fontanelle wants to maintain that rustic, outdoor
feel, summer nights can be hot in eastern Nebraska. While not a main concern, it is a factor which plays into the need
for additional housing.
The site council for Camp Fontanelle envisions 1,500 summer campers by 2025. This would be an increase of over
100% from its summer camp programming numbers for 2016. It is also the goal of the site council to see 15,000 guests
during the season beyond the summer camping program.
Proposed is a 2 story, 12,000 sq. ft facility which could accommodate a total of 60 guests in six sleeping suites. This airconditioned facility would be constructed adjacent to the current Riverview Lodge, which houses the kitchen/dining hall,
44 beds, staff offices and meeting space.
Additional amenities would include 2 large meeting spaces for flexibility in summer camping programming, office and
storage space, private work space for summer camp deans and additional bathroom and shower facilities. This proposed building would allow Camp Fontanelle to provide greater privacy and flexibility compared to current facilities.
Not only would this proposed facility allow Camp Fontanelle to grow in its ministry, it will also satisfy current needs which
the camp has. Some of those needs include: the ability to have a nurses station in Riverview Lodge, additional air conditioned sleeping quarters for summer campers, housing for volunteers, break room for staff and additional housing space
and adequate bathroom and shower facilities for summer camp staff. These are just a few of current needs for the
camp.
Camp Fontanelle is working to try to meet current needs through remodeling A-Frame cabins and creating other sleeping
quarters, like treeboats in Fort Jones or camping caves. The construction of the proposed facility will help meet the camp
needs and presumed shortcomings with the addition of air-conditioned sleeping quarters and handicap accessible bathroom and shower facilities.

The new facility will also offer up-to-date accommodations for retreat groups within the United Methodist Church and
also local groups and churches not tied to the United Methodist Church. This new building would allow Camp Fontanelle
to host larger camps and groups with the addition of more beds and restroom/shower facilities.
The cost of the building is estimated at $1.8 million. The total campaign will be for $2.7 million to take into account, contingencies, furnishings and an endowment for maintenance. This new facility will have the potential of increasing revenues to the camp.
It is the belief of the site council that this proposed facility is the best move for the camp in supporting the Camp Fontanelle mission of “Impacting lives through intentional Christian community.”
If you would like additional information about the key donor campaign, please contact site director Trent Meyer at tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org or 402-459-0686.
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Perfect Day at Fontanelle for the Annual BBQ & Quilt Auction
Camp Fontanelle had a perfect day for their Annual BBQ & Quilt Auction on Sunday, September 18th. Guests
began the day with worship led by the Rev. Lew Skinner. After his message worshippers were invited to eat in
Riverview Lodge with pulled pork, grilled chicken or homemade Pigs in a Blanket. Another option was hamburgers or hot dogs at the Grilling Station.
Generous camp supporters donated items for the Silent Auction and Quilt Auction. Almost $14,000 was raised
from these two activities alone. There were over 130 items donated for both the silent and quilt auction.
It was also the opening day for the Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze at Camp Fontanelle. Guests could be found zipping across the ravine on the zipline, little ones riding ponies, jumping on the Jumping Pillows or wandering
through the maze. The pumpkin patch and corn maze can be visited on Saturdays and Sundays from 1-7 p.m.
through Nov. 6th. See the camp website for special dates.
Over $35,000 was raised on that day to support the ministry at Camp Fontanelle. If you would like to make a
donation to the camp to support its ministry, checks can be sent to 9677 County Road 3, Fontanelle, NE 68044.

Camp Fontanelle
9677 County Road 3
Fontanelle NE 68044
Camp: (402) 478-4296
Trent Cell: (402) 459-0686
Derek Cell: (402) 203-0782
Jane Cell: (402) 278-0526

www.campfontanelle.com
www.facebook.com/CampFontanelle

Trent: tmeyer@greatplainsumc.org
Derek: dbergman@greatplainsumc.org
Camp/Jane: fontanelle@greatplainsumc.org

55 Churches and Friendly Congregations!
We serve the eastern area of Nebraska along
the Missouri River from Blair, NE., south to the
Nebraska, Kansas border.

7318 Harrison Street
Ralston, NE 68128
Phone: 402-934-5441
Fax: 402-934-5196

Great churches.
Great leaders.
Great disciples.
Transformed world.

Dan Flanagan:
missouririverds@greatplainsumc.org

Kris Eschliman:
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org

Website: www.greatplainsumc.org/
missouririverdistrict

www.greatplainsumc.org/missouririverdistrict

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please make sure to check your individual churches’ links on the main district page to make sure email addresses, website link, facebook link, worship times, etc. are all correct. This is important information for visitors who might be looking
for a place to worship or district and conference staff if they are needing to visit or send communications.

United
Methodist
Ministries /
The Big
Garden
United Methodist
Ministries
5602 Read Street
Omaha, NE 68152
Website:
biggarden.org
Office:
402-898-9862

Pearl Pantry
Living Hope UMC

Please send all
checks and other
mail to Pearl Pantry
or Living Hope UMC
at:
2919 State St.
Omaha, NE 68112
Pearl Pantry:
402-614-7452

Hispanic Ministries Omaha
Community Center New Location

The Hispanic Ministries Community Center has moved
from their previous location to Omaha Dietz Memorial
UMC.
The physical address for general mail is
Hispanic Ministries/Pastor Mariam Peralta de Garcia
1423 S, 10th St
PO Box 3684
Omaha, NE 68103
Questions please email
Pastor Mariam at mperalta@greatplainsumc.org
All billing or donations should be sent to the
Missouri River District
7318 Harrison St.
Ralston, NE 68128
Questions please email Kris at
missouririver@greatplainsumc.org

