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1 by Austin Casper
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
— Philippians 4:13

This verse from Philippians calls to me in any number of situations. As a

student though, I feel it can be applied to my course work, career choices, and
aspirations both in the long and short term. When we have accepted Christ
as our personal Lord and Savior, we are able to place all of our doubts and
worries with him; we know that we are going to get through our trials. We
know Christ will provide us the strength to finish the semester, work with our
coworkers, or manage a difficult professor or get through a family crisis. We
know that we can do anything the Lord wishes us to because he is the one can
strengthen us in all things.
In leadership, I look at this verse frequently. Whether I’m working to help
grow our Campus Ministry, Education Club, Farm Bureau chapter, or I’m
preparing for a sermon as a lay speaker, this can be a great reminder. Rely on
your faith, for you’ll be delivered the help you need or the people you wish to
reach. An additional aspect that coincides is communication. Prayer, talk with
God, ask for the things you need help with, ask for the guidance to reach
people. Through your faith, God will provide the tools you need to strengthen
your ministry.
How can God strengthen you? Personally or in
leadership? What can you do to make the connection?

Lord, give me the strength I need for today. Help me to see
your will and give the guidance to do as you wish. Through
you, I can do anything! All glory is yours, Amen!

2 by Emily DeVore

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray
always and not to lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there
was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to
him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’”And
the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
— Luke 18:1-8

Grant me justice against my opponent, oh Lord.

I have found in my faith that I often get bogged down in the struggle for
justice. The weight of the world’s suffering is too much for me to bear, my
heart grows heavy and my faith wanes. I must remind myself, or perhaps more
likely someone reminds me, I am not alone. I am not the only one crying out
for justice. I am not the only one bearing the weight of the world. I am not
alone. My family in Christ strengthens me and stands with me crying out,
“Grant us justice, oh Lord!” We stand in solidarity with those that suffer, we
call out for justice for the oppressed, we feed the hungry, we care for the
broken, we are a community. I believe that we are called to be in community
calling out for justice. Justice for ourselves and justice for each other. We must
go to the unjust judges and demand justice. We must call on our community
leaders and politicians to lead with justice and mercy. For God has the power
to sway even an unjust judges to grant justice.

Grant me justice, oh Lord. Must become a chant we all sing. Grant us justice,
oh Lord! And will not God grant justice to those who cry out day and night?
I invite you to recognize God’s face in all the people you
meet today. Remember, they may be crying out for justice
too. Stand with them.

Lord my God, grant us the courage to stand for justice. Grant
us the love for all people. We pray that your will may truly be
done and that your people will no longer suffer. Grant us
justice, oh Lord, we pray.

3 by Erynn Dahlke
“So be content with who you are, and don’t put on airs. God’s
strong hand is on you; he’ll promote you at the right time.
Live carefree before God; he is most careful with you.”
— 1 Peter 5:6-7

I am a planner. I am also impatient. These two characteristics put together

makes for an incredibly stressful lifestyle. When things do not go according to
plan, or worse yet, when there is no real plan, I experience a lot of unease.
Discerning my call to vocational ministry has been an excruciating process at
times because of this. There are many days when I question the process – the
journey I’m on. I think a lot of us, not just those entering into ministry, can
relate to this feeling of unease about themselves and their futures. Who am I to
do this? Where am I going to be in 5-10 years? Am I making the right connections? Will I be able to provide for myself and my family? I think we all ask
ourselves these questions at some point. The scripture for today is one I have
found to be comforting along my journey. It reassures me that I am enough just
as I am, which is comforting by itself. But it goes even a step further, reassuring
us that God is holding onto our lives and at the right time God will make a way
for us to get to where we need to go. Because of this promise, we can live
carefree. I may not know my future. But instead of trying to map it all out, I
can hand it over to the God whose hand is on my life, and trust in God’s care
for me.

Take time today to trace and cut out your hand. Place it
somewhere you look every day. Anytime you think about
something in your future that worries you, whether it be a job,
promotion, or relationship, write it down on the hand as a
reminder that God’s hand is holding every part of your life.

Oh God, we know how stressful life can get. We know that
we like to plan our futures far out in advance and know all
that will happen to us. Forgive us for not trusting in Your
ability to care for us. Help us to turn our worries over to You.
Remind us that we are enough, just as we are, and that in
Your perfect timing, we will end up where we need to be.
Amen.

4 by Hannah Sipes
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that
this all surpassing power is from God and not us.”
— 2 Corinthians 4:7

As I studied music in college, I began to realize how proud of a person I can
be. As I grew up, I was always a shy kid who never thought she measured up.
However, as time went on my self-confidence grew, maybe a little too much.
But one day, as I was reading through my daily office readings, I came across
this passage in 2 Corinthians 4:5-12. Paul has a beautiful way of presenting
hard truths to us. He beautifully writes, “We have this treasure in clay pots so
that the awesome power belongs to God and doesn’t come from us.” In that
moment, I realized that the gifts and the leadership opportunities God had
given me were not my treasure, but Christ, himself, is my treasure. Jesus
makes my humble body priceless.
That was a moment where I re-committed my life to Christ, where I became
aware that all of the gifts and leadership opportunities God had gifted to me
were to serve God and further the Kingdom.

My calling is to do just that, use what God has equipped me with to give back
to God’s Kingdom. I am passionate about worship and discipleship. I believe
that the church has such promise for the future. For me, that means worshiping
God through song, prayer, the sacraments, and community and to disciple our
worshipers so that they can be more than church-goers, but to be the hands and
feet of Jesus, our treasure!
How can you use your gifts from God to further God’s
Kingdom?

Gracious God, we praise you and give you thanks that you
are our treasure. Help us to keep you at the center of our lives
and to actively use the gifts and graces you have given us to
enliven your Kingdom. Amen.

5 by Jacob Martin
“Therefore since we have been justified through faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.
— Romans 5:1-2

There is a ton packed into these verses, and as I continue to grow in my

relationship with Christ and reread and reflect over the message being
communicated hear they become even more meaningful. I first heard and
studied these words the first summer I was a camp counselor at Camp
Chippewa. Every week I heard them, and then one week it was my turn to help
my camp do worship. I agreed to give a short message over all the powerful
information being told to us as Christians in these verses from Romans 5:1-11.
I decided to attempt explaining to all the campers that boasting in the glory of
our Lord is not just accepted, but encouraged. I then tied in Good Friday.
Many people question the name Good Friday when it was the day Christ was
crucified and died on the cross, myself included. These verses reveal that we
do not celebrate the killing of Christ, but the killing of all, personal sin. The
cost was high, and Jesus paid it all by sacrificing himself. For, it was in this
great act of suffering that Jesus’ character – this obedience to God and overwhelming love for me – was prominently displayed and gave the hope for
knowing our Creator and residing with him in heaven. The phrase even more
significant for me in this experience was, “at just the right time.” It was in that
moment at worship, while speaking to all present about his death, that I felt my
Savior encouraging me to explore ministry.
Be aware of boasting today by yourself and those around you.
Is it for you? Themselves? Other loved ones? God? Practice
finding God in one’s boasting, or discovering how our Lord
enabled such celebratory things.

Lord, thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, who in life and in
death reveals the might of your character, love and hope.
Help me to boast in you, Father, not myself, so I may lead
those around me to your glory. Amen.

6 by Jakin Lefto
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?”
— Genesis 18:14a

Last week I sat down with a man named RJ after some pick-up basketball

games at the YMCA. At age thirty, RJ recently found out he has a tumor in his
brain that needs to be surgically removed. When receiving this news, I really
didn’t know how to respond. One thing that surprised me, though, is that RJ
wasn’t feeling bummed … he was actually smiling. He began sharing with me
about Abraham and Sarah and how God told them they were going to have a
child. They laughed! What one-hundred year old has a kid?!? But God had a
plan and wasn’t finished with them yet; and a year later they had a baby boy.
This past week I've constantly thought about our visit. I’ve gone back to the
Scripture several times (and I encourage you to read it again) and all I can
think about is the smile on RJ’s face. How can he keep smiling? If I were in a
similar situation, I’d be terrified. The only thing I can come up with is … RJ
has faith.

Personally, I have been struggling in my faith walk with Christ. Often I
question God just like Abraham and Sarah, wondering if I’m really putting my
life in God’s hands. But since RJ shared his story with me, every time one of
those thoughts come to my mind I remember: “God’s not finished with me
yet.” RJ truly believes God's not finished with him and, no matter how we feel,
may we all remember that God isn’t finished with us either.
Where specifically in my life do I see God having
unfinished business?

Dear God, please help me to have the faith of an Abraham, a
Sarah, or even an RJ. Let this be a reminder that no matter
what, You have unfinished business with me. I give myself to
You again. In Your name I pray, Amen.

7 by Jeremiah Aviles

“But whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door,
and pray to your Father in secret. And your father, who sees in
secret, will reward you.” — Matthew 6:6

One of the best advice and intimate choices Jesus can give us is found directly
in this verse, “When you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to
your Father in secret…” The term-translated room refers to the inner room of a
house, normally without any windows opening outside but the most private
location. As an introvert who gains energy when I am alone, this verse was and
still is a huge benefit to my life. There is nothing more powerful than removing
your-self from the attention of the world (life) into the very deep intimate place
of the presences of God. This verse has kept me through the most excruciating
pains of life, spiritually, emotionally and physically. In addition, this verse has
helped me keep a consistent posture of prayer.

There are two things I usually do before I begin to pray to encourage you. One
is, I put on worship music to prepare my heart for the presences of God. Two,
I get on my knees before I begin to pray because it is a posture of humility and
reverence for the King I selflessly serve. And in the midst of prayer, one of the
biggest roles I feel God is leading me into is pastoring youth or young adults.
I have always had a strong conviction for the youth or young adults in my generation and the measure of unsuccessful graduation rates in urban schools, family
homes and the continuous trend of fatherlessness has led me to grow a profound
interest and passion for the youth or young adults in my generation today. The
leadership passions I have that continue to reveal the call I have over my life are
1. Influence, the ability to be unique and sound in a generation that is contrary to
the one I am living in. 2. Vision, being able to have a consistent and persistent
long-term goal by effectively communicating to others the change I want to see
in my community and 3. Community, being able to show others that having a
space of vulnerability where others can genuinely be open and embraced by their
struggles are loved and cared for. In other words, being able to teach and remind
others that life is better when we walk together as an honest and open family.

Wherever you are located, take a minute and look for a place of
comfort and peace where it is just you and God. For example,
if I am outside, especially during spring or summer (in the
shade of course) I walk to an isolated area and sit, lay or stand
and embrace the nature and peace that surrounds me and simply have a conversation with God or let God to speak to me.

God, help me be more in tune with you in a world filled with
chaos and noise. Help me be spiritually sensitive to the work
you are doing in my life and the people you have put in my
life. As I come to you in secret continuously reveal to me who
you are and the things I need to work on, in Jesus name. Amen.

8 by Kate Laing

“Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward
God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything
as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God.”
— 2 Corinthians 3: 4-5

These days have been quiet. The notion of whispering a prayer seems comparable to yelling jumbled words into a dark forest. I know God hears me, just as
the hidden rabbits and foxes would hear a human shouting prayer into the
shadowed trees.
Beauty is woven in our quiet seasons — opportunities to be still and allow our
hearts to settle and let calmness overflow the aches in our chests. There is
beauty in silence, in the woods, in the desert where Jesus sometimes went to
pray. God doesn’t hide. God is ever present but in this human life, the lifeline
of untroubled rest and trusting hope can so easily appear to be snipped in two.
Thorny fear can root deeper than confidence in Christ.

These days, I haven’t been able to pray aloud because it seems like I’m
shouting into the dark forest. Perfectionism and eloquence was my goal, but
I’m learning that tentative is precious. The messy and real words are sufficient
because our sufficiency is from our God who hears all kinds of prayer, perhaps
especially the ones that are desperately whispered to the carpeted floor,
unscripted and hectic. God doesn’t hide from us.

Peel off your socks, remove your shoes and walk outside.
Allow your bare feet to rest in a puddle of cold water, face
turned towards the clouds and feel the rain wash you clean.
Breathe. Whisper the messy prayers. Know you are heard and
seen by the God who placed the stars in the sky.

Loving God, we ache to know what our small hands are
supposed to be doing. Teach us to rest in the quiet so we
might notice your still, small voice and begin to realize our
callings. Open our eyes to see Your beauty in the sunlit spaces
and the shadowy, cobwebbed corners. Our shoes are off.
We’re not running through the brambles - we are walking
with You and You are with us.

9 by Lily Jones

Eli answered, “Go in peace and may the God of Israel grant
you what you asked of God.” — 1 Samuel 1:17

I have never had a burning bush moment. I wasn’t called in the womb like

Jeremiah, and I imagine many people feel that is their story. If you have had a
personal calling moment, cherish it, and hold onto it, but for some of us our
faith in Christ, came as no surprise. It is not every day that we get to experience
a God moment and there are times that I am praying about big decisions or even
simple things like, whether or not I should start my homework or watch one
more episode on Netflix and I don’t hear anything. Most of the time instead
of hearing a booming voice from the heavens God speaks to us through our
conscience, gentle nudges, or just knowing what we should be doing. However,
it is not always that clear to me, and I just want a big sign that flashes neon
colors, and has a gospel choir singing in my head. But that isn’t what we get.
We are normal people with everyday stories and average miracles. Or at least
that is how it seems in comparison to those we see in the Bible. But we have
had chances to experience little miracles in our everyday life, like a beautiful
sunset after a worship service or a mother or family member who always knows
when you have had a bad day. These are our miracles, and they are just as valid.
The Story of Hannah, at the beginning of first Samuel (1 Samuel 1:9-18), is an
interesting one. Hannah prays desperately hoping for a son and she doesn’t
automatically receive an answer, she wasn’t even sure if her prayer was heard,
but she stood there crying. Eli reached out to her and when she left, it wasn’t
with a guarantee of having a son, but instead with peace. When God has come
to me in my lowest moments, he didn’t speak a revelation or prophecy, I
received a hug instead. A wave of peace, that I couldn’t really understand, was
offered to me, and that is what I needed in that moment. God offered that peace
to Hannah, to me and he offers it you as well. Don’t miss that peace while you
are out searching for a big sign. Instead, live in God’s peace and know he hears
every prayer.
Throughout the day, pay attention to how you may experience
God's presence – a still small voice, a pace, a hug, a moment
or something someone said to you.

Dear heavenly father, thank you for hearing us when we cry
out to you. You hear every word our heart utters and you calm
us with your undeniable peace. Teach us patience and to
embrace your peace. Amen.

10 by Lindsey Graber

“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a
stone at her.” — John 8: 7

It might be shocking to say, but as I read this passage from John 8:2-11,

I resonate with the adulterous woman. She is caught in an act of adultery,
broken the cultured norms of the time, and not lived up to the expectations of
her religious community. She is drug out into the middle of a square in front of
many people where her imperfection is magnified.

I imagine the powerful feelings of shame this woman felt. Brene Brown, identifies shame as “the intensely painful feeling or experience of believing that we
are somehow flawed and therefore unworthy of acceptance and belonging.”
(I Thought It Was Just Me (But It Isn’t, 5). Shame is a universal experience.
We all face it at one point or another in our lives. Shame makes us feel
trapped, unable to change, grow, or improve. Shame has us buy into the lie that
instead of making mistakes we are the mistake.
Christ does not join in on the shame game, but turns the whole situation
around with one statement: “Let him who is without sin among you be the first
to throw a stone at her” (John 8: 7). Slowly they drop their stones and walk
away. With one sentence, Jesus reminds all of us that we do not always meet
the expectation of our culture, our community, or our God. Despite the awareness of our failure, Christ does not condemn but encourages a changed way of
living—one that is directed by love and grace. This passage has formed me to
live a life of love and extend grace to myself in my own failures. We have a
God who calls us worthy and loves us immeasurably.
Take time to write down a list of 2-5 lies that shame you
believing you are unworthy. Then, write down the opposing
truth to that lie found in scripture and God’s love. Example:
Shame has me believe the lie that my worth and value comes
from my outward appearance. God calls me worthy no matter
my weight, size, or outward appearance.

Dear God, it is amazing that despite our flaws and our
mistakes you still choose to love us and call us worthy. You
reveal your grace to us at times when we are not deserving.
Thank you. Help us spread that same radical grace and love
to those we encounter including ourselves. Amen.

11 by Madison Stumbough

“Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of
God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to
please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.”
— Galatians 1:10 (NIV)

Why am I doing this? This is a question I find myself asking often. In the

spring of 2015 I was a senior in high school and involved in almost every
activity at school on top of my everyday homework load, senior project, and
being on the varsity swim team. I was exhausted and became ill due to lack of
rest and excess stress. In this moment I realized that I had been living my life
to make others happy, and not to glorify God. After struggling to figure out
how to figure out what I was doing to make others happy vs. what I was doing
to glorify God I came across this verse. Galatians 1:10 encourages you to ask
questions of yourself. This is where the “why” question becomes important.
If I can find three solid reasons I am doing something, I usually come to the
conclusion that it’s a good thing. Recently I’ve thrown a new question into the
mix, which has led me to find out that some of the things that I thought were
good aren’t as good as I originally had thought. After asking myself why I ask
myself who. Who am I doing this for? Myself? Other people? God? If I can’t
honestly answer that it’s for God and that it would be seen as “good” in God’s
eyes then what is the point of doing it? We are supposed to live as life as
Christ’s servants, not servants of the world.
Today, when making decisions ask yourself “why am I doing
this?” if you can come up with 3 good reasons why ask
yourself “who am I doing this for?” if you’re answer isn’t to
glorify God reevaluate and move on to something that does
glorify God.

Heavenly Father, Thank you for your guiding light. Let it
shine brightly today. Allow me to ask myself the hard
questions today and allow me to see your truth always.
Amen.

12 by Maria Penrod

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
— Matthew 5:3-4 (NRSV)

These eight verses (Matthew 5:3-11) are the beatitudes, part of Jesus’ Sermon

on the Mount. I have always liked the beatitudes. For a long time, I thought the
beatitudes were describing characteristics that all Christ followers should have.
Being merciful, a peacemaker, and pure in heart are great, however, I think the
message of the beatitudes goes deeper than that.

It is easy to read the beatitudes and hear God saying that we need to be poorer,
meeker, or hungrier to be blessed. Instead of a list of aspirational characteristics,
or a summary of the conditions we need to meet in order to be blessed, what if
the beatitudes are Jesus’ generous blessing of everyone gathered on that hillside? Jesus is blessing the people we often forget about: people who are in
poverty, who are hungry, or people who seek peace instead of retaliation, people
who are heartbroken, people who don’t want limelight or applause, and people
who remain pure in heart when corruption and evil are easier options. I feel
God calling me to be with these people. God calls me to be with the most
vulnerable, the people on the margins, and the people we often don’t see.
Throughout Scripture, we are told that God is always with us, no matter what.
In fact, Jesus is called Emmanuel, God with us, because he is the presence of
God here on Earth. The people who live on the margins, the people who are
mentioned in the beatitudes, God is with them. God loves them, blesses them,
and sees them, and God calls us to do the same.

Write your own version of the beatitudes. Who is God calling
you to see in your community? Who gets forgotten about in
your daily life? Here is an example: Blessed are those who lie
awake worrying about how they will pay the rent. Blessed are
those who must stretch every dollar. Blessed are the kids who
sit alone at lunch. Blessed are the special education kids, the
kids with the wrong clothes, and the kids who don’t fit in.
Blessed are the addicted, the anxious, and the depressed,
enslaved to illnesses that we can’t see.

God, help us to see others as you see them. Help us to see
them as your children, who are dearly beloved. Let us see
those the world has left behind. Show us how to love all of
your children. And when they look at us, may they see you.
Amen.

13 by Nyla Witzel

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but
later you will understand.” — John 13:7

Earlier in the year, I had been selected to participate in a study abroad

mission trip to the Dominican Republic through my college over spring break.
Words could not express how excited I was. Then, one afternoon, I received a
devastating email – they had to cancel the trip. I was so upset, both at the
school and at God. I thought this was something I was being called to do. I
could not understand why God was taking this away from me. I didn’t want to
spend spring break alone so I ended up booking tickets to go to Arizona to stay
with an aunt. While I was in Arizona, I ended up staying with another Aunt I
had never met in my twenty years of existence. I had a wonderful time and
helped heal wounds caused by a broken family. This is when I realized how
God was working through my life. God saw an opportunity to help mend
twenty years of hurt and question. God used that opportunity to help not only
give me a great week, but help bring my family back together.

I did not understand at the time why God would take something so precious
away from me if it would help others. God saw that I needed help for myself.
God was with me through the trip. I am so thankful to have such an amazing
God that looks out for me, even if it makes me frustrate in the moment because
I know He has something better waiting for me.
I invite you to remember that you are walking down God’s
path, not your own. Trust in God for he knows just how He
will use you. As you go through today, think about what God
could be using you for at that very moment. As you encounter
hardship, consider what could be coming your way next in a
positive sense rather than a negative. Try to find three negatives as well as three positives in your day and thank God for
both.

God we know that you are with us. Please help us to stay
calm as you reveal your purposes for us to us. We may not
always understand just what your plan is calling us to do but
we trust in you O Lord that we will be used for your will. Be
with us today as we go through our day and open our eyes to
see you in everything we do.

14 by Paige Richardson

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.”
— Psalm 23:1 (NIV)

I don’t know about you but every day I seem to receive the same message

from the world “you are not enough”. Yes, there is the occasional person that
comes along and tells you different but overwhelmingly the world is always
there screaming the exact opposite. Sometimes I hear this message so much I
begin to believe the lies. I believe I am not smart enough, beautiful enough,
that I’m boring, not a good friend, and obviously not good enough to deserve
my savior’s love. These things hurt, let’s be honest. We want to believe that we
are good, that we are beautiful, smart, fun, and loved by our Savior but how
can we when all around us we are surrounded by voices and images pointing
out our flaws and making sure we know that we are just not worth it. One day
when I was feeling particularly down I attended a bible study where we
focused on Psalm 23:1-4. The object of the lesson was to pick which verse
stuck out to you and figure out why it did. I could not seem to get past the first
verse. Sometimes (all the time) it is crazy to me how God works. He knew that
this world would bring us down and hides little pick me ups so that we know
we are loved. The simple statement “I lack nothing” stuck with me for days.
I wrote it on my hand, on pieces of paper, just to remind me that despite what
everyone else was saying, I lacked NOTHING because the Lord was my
shepherd.
Commit this verse to memory and write it on your hand for
the next couple days as a reminder that despite the world constantly telling you that you are not enough, that could not be
more false. You are complete and lack nothing in the Lord.

O Lord, you are my shepherd and I lack nothing. You make
me lie down in green pastures, you lead me beside still
waters, you refresh my soul. You guide me along the right
paths for your name’s sake. Even though I walk through the
darkest valley, I will fear no evil for you are with me; your
rod and your staff they comfort me. Amen.

15 by Sebastian Sorensen

“Clap your hands all you nations; shout to God with cries of
joy. How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great king over
all the earth!” — Psalm 47:1-2

In Western cultures, we like to have an emotional connection to our faith.

Occasionally, I recall those wonderful times singing around campfires with my
best friends, laughing and shouting while we praised God. My strongest faith
experiences are not campfire songs, though. My strongest faith experiences are
times that drove me to tears: tears of joy, tears of sorrow, tears of relief, etc.
American Christians like to cry. That is why most songs on K-Love are
incredibly emotional. It is what we respond to best.
I had the incredible opportunity to do research on young adult Methodists in
Zimbabwe last December. Not only did I learn about my peers across the
Atlantic, ocean, I also learned about what faith looks like across cultures.
I learned what remained the same and what changed.

Today, I would like to highlight the Zimbabwean art of celebration. I took this
term from the title of Rend Collective’s amazing album, “The Art of Celebration.”
This title accurately describes how Zimbabwean people live out their faith, with
a posture of jubilation. They sing, dance, clap, and shout for God’s love! On my
trip, every church service had uplifting music, people stepping in time and
singing, and children laughing, running, and dancing around one another.
Though it is not inappropriate to shed tears over God’s incredible sacrifice for
us unworthy humans, it is also appropriate to dance in the sun’s rays as a thanks
to God’s goodness. Unfortunately, this kind of practice is minimal in American
Christianity.

Today, I challenge you to find some way that God has blessed you (sunshine,
health, family, friends, love, joy, etc.), and celebrate it with joy in whatever way
God made you to celebrate! You can have a campfire and sing super happy
songs with friends. You could dance with your significant other. You can throw
a BBQ and invite others to just share fellowship and joy. I love to sing my joy,
so I grab my guitar or sit at a piano and sing until I am full. Let’s celebrate all
that God has done for us!

Think about a way God has blessed you and then do something
tangible to celebrate!

I come to you humbly, but also with exuberance. Thank you
for all that you have done in my life. I am so blessed, and it
makes me want to celebrate! Make your blessings shine today,
so that I may notice them and sing joyfully in response. A
thousand years a thousand times is not enough, but I will give
it my all to praise you today. Hallelujah! Amen!

16 by Wesley Gately

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.” — John 20:24-29

Over the past semester, I have found myself returning to this passage. Often

Thomas is used as an example of what not to be, doubters. Of course, all of us
have doubted and will doubt again. To doubt is human, we all have questions.
I for one have had my fair share of doubts. I have asked God time and again,
and get no answer, or at least not the one I want. However, doubt isn’t always a
bad thing. If Jesus really wanted to condemn Thomas and his doubt he would
have sent Thomas on his way, but that isn’t what happened. Instead Jesus
offered the holes in his hands and in his side. Jesus gave Thomas the space to
doubt and therefore the space to grow. Because Thomas’s faith was challenged
it would be stronger on the other side.
At my Campus Ministry we, like Christ, provide a space for questions, a space
for doubt, a space for spiritual growth. Many college students and young
adults find themselves in the same space as Thomas. Unsure about our place in
this crazy world and how God fits into it. People in all places in life have this
same struggle now and again. We need a space where we are able to pray,
discern and let God work in our lives judgment free.

Thomas declines Jesus, somewhat vile, but generous offer and instead proclaims "My Lord and my God!" Perhaps the prospect of poking around in
Jesus’s wounds makes him a little squeamish, but I prefer to think that Thomas
had an epiphany because of the love Jesus shared with him. Faith that is tested
grows stronger, once something is proven however, faith is no longer needed.
I would challenge you as I do myself every day, to grow in
your faith. Be honest with yourself and with God. Be willing
to ask those hard questions that lay on your heart. God’s love
is there for all, especially in times of doubt. We don’t need to
be able to examine the scares of Christ, after all that sounds
gross. Rather need to be willing to ask the hard questions
rather than turning to easy answers.

God be with me in my doubt, be with me in my questions.
Help me to embrace the hard questions of life. After all, having faith is never easy, and I am far from perfect. Though I
may doubt help me to never forget your unconditional love
for me, no matter what I may say or do you stay with me.
May your love strengthen my faith each and every day. Amen.

17 by Zack Ledford

Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind and 'Love your neighbor as yourself.”
— Luke 10: 27

As you read through this story from Luke 10:25-37 put yourself in the shoes
of the Samaritan. Do you think the Samaritan woke up one morning knowing
that, that day he was going to save someone’s life? The Samaritan just went
along as he would any other day. He went through his daily routine. WE are
exactly like the Samaritan; we go along in our day not knowing what will
come our way. We fake it, pretending that we have it all together when we
really don’t have a clue what is coming next.
“Come and follow me” is all we need to know to be a disciple. We can “fake
it till we make it”. We are invited by God to watch our journey unfold. The
answer is to truly keep in step with the spirit so that we can watch so many
beautiful things unfold. We honestly can make as many plans as we want but
the truth is we will keep going through the motions and getting through it.
But sometimes we will mess up, but may I suggest this is what we need to
motivate us.

We will begin to become the things we practice. For example the Samaritan
practiced compassion and when he was tested in such a way he used what he
knew and that was compassion. We can and you should be able to relate to the
Samaritan. I know one thing for sure and that is a statement that I heard
recently through an opportunity that I had, “we don’t know what his next step
is for us is, but what will our next faithful step be as believers.”

Take all plans that you have and give them to God, and be
okay with that. Allow him to guide you and adjust your plans,
and maybe even do the opposite. Do all of this while still
practicing compassion.

Lord, here I am. Use me and guide me. Allow me clarity in
your plans for me. Give me peace for those and security in
those plans. I thank you Lord for what you have given me,
and everything you have done for me. Guide me and continue
to bless those around me. Amen.
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Collected
A voice of young leaders
Collected Devotions is a work of young leaders in the Great Plains
Conference. Either by serving as a summer intern, camp counselor,
on campus, or in church, these are voices of young leaders.
The potential for this devotional is for it to be used by interns,
camp counselors, campus ministries and churches.
Enjoy how the Holy Spirit breathes life into these words and
ponderings to apply to your life.
Each devotional is based on the following guidelines:
• Select a Scripture that has shaped you.

• Write approximately 250-word reflection
including but not limited to:

• Share about your faith formation.
Offer up your experiences to help illustrate.

• Where do you feel God calling you?

• What are your leadership passions?

• Practice for the Day

• Prayer

May we be a people that shares stories of how God is at work in
our lives so that others may encounter Christ.

