
Back to School Blessing for Kids & Youth Ministry Volunteers - August 2021 
By: Revs. Rebecca Hjelle and Ashley Prescott Barlow-Thompson, Regional 
Children’s Ministry Cooridnators for the Great Plains 
 
 
Calling all Pastors, Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry Leaders! 
 
The start of the school year is just around the corner and with that comes an 
opportunity to offer a blessing for our kids and youth as well as the volunteers 
who shape our kids & youth ministries!  Below you will find the Back to School 
Blessing along with some ideas for sharing it with your congregation. Scroll down 
to the bottom of this article for a PDF of the prayer to be added to e-newsletters 
or printed for in person activities -- and, as always, feel free to get creative and 
make it your own!  
 
Back to School Blessing for Children’s & Youth Ministry Volunteers 

Active and All Knowing God, You are with us as we embark on new 
adventures, learn new things, and grow in our faith. 

 
Jesus says, “Let the little children come to me.” Remind us, O God, of this 
calling to serve our young people with openness, commitment and care for 
those you call your own! 

 
Be with our students as they begin a new school year, learning and growing 
in new ways…and be with our children’s and youth leaders as they guide, 
serve, and grow with our young ones throughout this school year ahead.  
“God is with you as you serve, may you grow in grace and wisdom.” 

 
Bless our children’s ministry leaders, volunteers, staff and families,  
That they may be adults who are filled with grace, joy, and passion for the 
work they do and the children they serve. 
In the Sunday school rooms, nursery, sanctuary, and hallways, may the 
relationships they build and the lessons they teach create safe space for 
children’s growth, care, and hope in You and in this community. 
May they inspire faith and make church fun for all who join us in children’s 
ministry! 
“God is with you as you serve, may you grow in grace and wisdom.” 



 
Bless our youth ministry leaders, volunteers, staff, and families,  
That they may be adults who are filled with grace, joy, and passion for the 
work they do and the youth they serve. 
May they fill the youth rooms, classroom, sanctuary and hallways with 
laughter and deep conversation, faith formation and fun, as they lead our 
youth in becoming the faithful disciples you call us all to be.  
May they inspire faith and make church fun for all who join us in youth 
ministry! 
“God is with you as you serve, may you grow in grace and wisdom.” 

 
As our new year begins, give our children’s and youth leaders all that they 
need to plan, prepare and participate in the ministry that our young people 
need. 
Give them patience and peace when they face a new challenge. 
Give them grace and adaptability in moments of change. 
Give them vision and wisdom to see the big picture of your love for all. 
Give them diligence and hope as they meet the real needs of our young 
people and guide them to be your disciples.  
“God is with you as you serve, may you grow in grace and wisdom.” 

 
As this new school year begins, O God, help our whole church to support 
the children and youth of this congregation, saying “yes” when a need 
arises, and celebrating all that our children and youth bring to our church 
family. 
As this new school year begins, O God, help our whole church to look for 
the ways that you are calling us to be your disciples and to support and 
serve these faithful leaders of our children’s and youth ministries. 
Remind us that you are with us as a church family and that you are calling 
us to “Let the little children come to me.” 
“God is with us as we serve, may we grow in grace and wisdom.” 

 

Here are a few of the ways that you can share this Back to School Blessing with 
your congregation and volunteers as the school year begins... 
 
In your church newsletter -- Include this prayer with a listing of your kids and 
youth ministry volunteers and encourage the entire congregation to pray for 



them.  This is a great way to show your volunteers just how much you appreciate 
their time, creativity, and commitment to this ministry of the church! 
 
In a worship service -- Work with your pastor and/or worship leader to find a 
time to have this Back to School Blessing included in a service -- it could even be 
at the same time as your Blessing of the Backpacks for kids and youth.  If you have 
time during the service, you could also invite your volunteers to stand and be 
recognized or read their names aloud before or after the blessing. 
 
On your church website/social media page -- Share the Back to School Blessing 
on your church website or social media page and tag your volunteers!  This gives 
other folks an opportunity to chime in with their gratitude and prayers for these 
volunteers as well!  Be sure to include #gpkidsmin or #gpyouthmin so we can 
celebrate your volunteers too! 
 
In a note to your volunteers -- Print out the .pdf of the blessing and share it in a 
thank you note to your volunteers.  This is a great way to let them know how 
much you appreciate them and to remind them that you are praying for them as 
they begin to serve with your kids/youth! 
 
Click here to download the pdf version of the Back to School Blessing and be sure 
to let us know how you’ve been able to use this Back to School Blessing in your 
congregation! 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1961-nWzGEP1fd-p4_ZXWejWsnh9vzumf/view?usp=sharing

