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Whenever I pass by the entrance of a small town where my husband serves in ministry, I 

see a sign that says, "The town is too tough to die." People who visit the town may think, 'Wow, 

the town looks so tough! People in the town must be tough and rough!' From my perspective, I 

would like to say that the town may be tough to care for children. The adults become tough to 

raise kids here. In a small town, people live their lives and play the roles they have been given. 

As a mother of a daughter, I also have become tough to raise my child here. So, I get to think 

about the meaning of the life of a mother and certified candidate to be a deacon in my small 

town. How is God guiding me here? What can I do for children as a mother and disciple of Jesus 

Christ? What are essential things for children’s ministry in a small town?  

FIRST ESSENTIAL: LOVE 

And now these there remain, faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love. (1Corinthians 13:13) 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. (Ephesians 4:2)  

In ministry, our blindest spot may be the neglected children in the small rural town. I 

know they have good neighbors, spirits, and hearts. But often, there is no proper support system 

in the town outside of school system. Usually, churches and schools play the role of taking care 

of the children here. The biggest things that children need and hunger for are love and care. The 

church must embody God's love for children. When they receive and experience God's love and 

compassion, children can imitate that love to others. I love chocolate chip cookies because I 

tasted it before. We should give children love and compassion so that they love others as well. As 



a certified candidate for ordination as a deacon in a rural area, I have realized that love is 

essential for drawing children from the blinded and dark spot. To find children in need, the 

church must have a good relationship with neighboring churches and schools. The church can 

show love through systemic actions and supports; through this tangible expression of love, 

children feel the grace of God and are ready to see the community and world differently.  

SECOND ESSENTIAL: HOPE 

But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 

My children's ministry program's primary goal is to let the children know how they are 

loved by God and the people in the community. I believe others in the community see hope 

through our children ministry and programs as the children are reminded who they are and 

discover what gifts God gives them. In rural areas, many resources are limited, even basic 

essentials like internet services and education programs. Children need a person who leads them 

to the path of hope. For three years, I have met many children in my community. During this 

time, I have learned that we should not only teach God's love but provide tangible hope. When 

they learn musical instruments, dances, cooking and so on, I see their real joy and hope. During 

the class, some kids said, I want to be a pianist, chief, dancer, and teacher like you. Yes, hope has 

a power to make the impossible possible. I believe our children will move on and on, growing up 

as a person who believes everything is possible for one who believes.  



THIRD ESSENTIAL: FAITH 

For in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: The righteous will live by faith. (Romans 1:17)   

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved. (Romans 10:10) 

Our church applies the UMC mission statement, "to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world," to our ministry program. John Wesley's message unveils a vital 

way of nurturing people/children spiritually. The church should be a place of teaching the Word 

of God and raising children as disciples of Jesus so they can take action and raise their own 

voices for people in need in the world. Amid the growing of children's faith, righteousness is 

revealed in children's minds. With the righteousness, children learn how to live their lives as 

disciples of Jesus. That way of live transforms them into children who share and give their 

passion and love to others in the world.   

It is not easy to have or begin children's ministry in a rural area, but rural children’s 

ministry doesn’t have to be the same as urban or large church children’s ministry. Indeed, there is 

a special bond between churches, schools, and other organizations in rural areas, and that is an 

asset! People in town know how the churches play important roles for children, and when faith, 

hope, and love get connected and practiced between ministry and community, children grow up 

as disciples of Jesus and begin to transform the community and world. I believe the ministry of 

children in small towns in the rural area never dies unless children ministers give up practicing 

their vision and calling. There are always love, hope, and faith with them! 
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