
Creation through Jeremiah Bible Study:

This study is designed to give participants an awareness of our ethical
and spiritual duty as Christians to repent and re-orient our relationship
with God’s creation. Instead of the usual Creation Care texts, we will
be considering the environment through the lens of exile as expressed
in Jeremiah.

The goal of each session is to work out a message around the text in
dialogical form. The aim is less on conveying technical expertise on
either the environment or on the proper interpretation of Jeremiah
than exploring together how these oracles of exile might speak to our
current environmental situation. This is adaptive work.

Jeremiah gives us a means to speak to our own complacency, our own
apathy about things we feel do not affect our lives, until it is too late.
In Jeremiah, we find what happens when it is too late.This study uses
creation themes to focus on Jeremiah and in turn, Jeremiah will help
us focus on our own environmental situation.

Week One Theme: Exile and Self Reliance,

Our theme for the first week explores the idea that self-reliance,
whether technical or spiritual, has led us away from God’s intention for
our lives, and into a condition of exile with creation and God’s will for
our relationship with the environment.

The purpose of the study as a whole, and this session in particular, is
to simply think through our complicity with the environmental crises,
conditions we find today. While the trajectory of the study heads
toward addressing climate change, we can agree on the damage
humans have done to the earth and especially their relationship with
the earth as God’s good creation.

Opening Prayer: Psalm 104



This prayer echoes the creation themes found in the Genesis accounts,
especially Genesis 1 It has a message that God created everything
with a purpose, and when we act against that purpose, we are in effect
trying to undo God’s good creation. The use of these Psalms as
opening prayers also serves to show that creation scriptures are not
confined to Genesis 1 and 2 but are found in many writings in
scripture. Then we will ask for impressions of the prayer.

Song: Here I Am Lord.

This song echoes Jeremiah’s call story (Jeremiah 1:4-10) which is of
course a precursor to the prophetic oracles.

Activity: Cistern Water

This is to illustrate a story of the broken cisterns; we will taste test
stale water and fresh water. This will be done like the Pepsi taste
test…and I will have people guess which is the “good” water.

Focus passage: Jeremiah 2: 4-13: Read and first impressions

This passage suggests to us that to care for creation is also to care for
the community of God’s people (as well as those outside the
community). Jeremiah draws the people’s attention back to their
exodus from slavery in Egypt to salvation, a defining event to which
the Scriptures frequently refer. In those days, God’s daily provision of
manna sustained the people as they journeyed to the Promised Land.
Yet, years after arriving, they are charged with defiling the land.
Though the tradition recalled God’s love and care for God’s people, the
people devalued the gift of God’s liberation and protection and “went
after worthless things and became worthless themselves” (2:5). When
we turn from God, we snub the Creator and the blessing.

Discussion questions:

What does exile mean to you?



What experiences of exile have you had?

What do you know about the Dust Bowl?

How is our current environmental situation like the dust bowl?

Where do you see the worship of “other gods” in our society?

Check-In

Closing Prayer:

Psalm 81 and Prayer Concerns for ourselves and the world.

This Psalm echoes the message of the consequences of wandering to
other Gods in the Jeremiah passage.

Week Two: The Creator

Opening Prayer: Psalm 90

Song: “Have Thine Own Way Lord”

“You are the potter; I am the clay…”

Activity: Pray with Clay.

We can experience a bit of pot making, and the wonky properties of
the clay. The language potters use is theologically suggestive. Clay
gets spoiled, so the potter reworks it. If it’s wonky, the potter has to
redeem it. The potter is never sure how the pot will turn out; the clay
“talks back” to the potter.

Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-11 The Potter’s House

Discussion Questions:

How could God permit, let alone ordain, the destruction of Israel when
they are ‘his’ people?

Do we not get angry when we learn of children being abused, the
elderly being neglected, or the vile rhetoric of emboldened racist
groups?



What do you get angry about? Righteously angry?

How are we as a church “wonky”? How do we need to be “redeemed”
by the potter?

Check-In

Closing Prayer:

Psalm 139: 1-18 and Prayer Concerns for ourselves and the world.

Week Three: Creation and Destruction

Opening Prayer: Psalm 33

Song: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

“Here I raise mine Ebenezer…”

Activity:

Using a heat source to experience “a hot wind”. How long can you hold
a hair dryer to your face without it being uncomfortable. What lengths
do we go to avoid feeling the hot winds that blow around our
environment?

Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28

Discussion Questions:

Read Genesis 1, what strikes you about this creation story?

How is this story the parallel to our passage in Jeremiah?

It seems we are headed for the undoing of creation. What are we to
do? Is this hopeless, the unchanging judgment of God?

Check-in

Closing Prayer:

Psalm 14 and Prayer Concerns for ourselves and the world.



Week Four: Creative Triumph

Opening Prayer:

Psalm 8

Song: There Is a Balm in Gilead

“Is there no balm in Gilead?”

Activity:

Making Tags for the Big Garden, or conducting an energy audit of the
church.

Focus Scripture: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

Discussion Questions:

Feeling and identifying God’s presence, much less God’s action, in
times of such desolation is very hard. The question is this, is there a
word from God in the midst of even the undoing of creation? When all
seems lost, can we see God?

How we treat the environment effects other people…it is a justice
issue, and a sin issue. How do we sin against our neighbor by our
environmental actions?

When we greedily reap all the blessings of the earth, we are not
sharing with and not loving, our neighbor. And the burden falls upon
the poor, the outcast, those without power:

Where does the garbage go? Toxic waste? Mine tailings? Who lives
nearby?

What about water quality? Infrastructure?

Check in

Closing Prayer:

Jeremiah 29:4-7 and Prayer Concerns for ourselves and the world.


