
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 

All that WHWI.com and WFJAM 
accomplish is due to the dedicated 
support and help of outside volunteers.  
For every meeting that we hold, a 
volunteer must be present.  For every 
mission project we do, a volunteer must 
purchase the supplies and be present for 
CAMP (Creating and Assembling 
Mission Projects) at Central and craft 
classes at I/J.  For every Parenting class 
held, a volunteer must monitor the class 
and furnish the supplies. 

Are you looking for a new way to 
fulfill the UMW Purpose and expand 
your concept of mission?  Are you 
willing to answer Jesus’ call to “Visit the 
prisons?”  If so, consider becoming a 
TCF volunteer and working with us.  For 
information on how to become a 
volunteer or for more information on 
this program, contact Teresa, Linda or 
Sue – their contact info is on this 
brochure.  Your time and talent will be 
greatly appreciated by the women, as you 
make a difference in their lives and the 
lives of their children.  

 

To all of you who have supported WHWI 
and WFJAM and the Ministry to 
Incarcerated Families with your time, your 
talents, your donations and your prayers we 
say “THANK YOU!”  We love being a part 
of such a wonderful group of women. 

 

Contact Persons: 

Ministry to Incarcerated Families Chair 
 
Teresa Tuchscherer 
785-266-7575 
tesak@cox.net 
 
Treasurer    
 
Linda Griffiths       
6024 NE Olympia      
Topeka, KS  66617       785-213-5782     
lgriff118@cox.net      
 
Food Coordinator for Retreats 
 
Sue Luttrell   
913-592-9344 
IvaSuecsl@aol.com   
 

This is the toy room in the Women’s 
Activity & Learning Center (WALC). This 
room was furnished by your donations. 
Families play here during visitation. 

 

United Methodist Women 

Ministry to Incarcerated 
Families 

Sponsored by the UMW 

of the Great Plains 

PURPOSE 

To minister to families who are suffering 
because of incarceration, directly or 
indirectly.  To enable these persons to 
become more effective parents, responsible 
citizens and to lessen the hurt and pain 
inflicted upon children. 

HISTORY 

With Grants from Women’s Division, Ks 
East Conference and Call to Prayer and Self 
Denial, the Ministry to Incarcerated Families 
was started in 1987.  The Ministry  functions 
under the Women’s Activity Learning Center 
(WALC) at the Topeka Correctional Facility.  
UMW volunteers work with WALC funding 
many programs and classes for female 
inmates at  TCF.   

 Parenting Classes/Retreats 

 WALC Visits/Phone Calls 

 Birthday DVD’s/Photographs 

 Mother/Infant Bonding 
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UMW Inside  
 

Prison Walls What it Costs to 
Maintain This Ministry 

THE PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE 

WHWI (Women Helping Women Inside) 
chartered as a Topeka District Unit in July, 
2001 with only six members which has 
grown to about 75 members presently.  
From the onset all members had a strong 
desire to be actively involved with 
missions.  One recent mission project 
reaches out to the women in Uganda.  Unit 
members learned that many women in 
Uganda earn less than a dollar a day, so 
they now purchase the fair-trade paper 
beads made by the Ugandan women and 
turn them into bracelets for mission 
money.  Currently the women are also 
making the Corsages for Mission for the 
Conference. 

 WF.JAM, (Women for Justice and Mercy) 
a second circle, was established in 2002 in 
the TCF medium/maximum unit (I/J).  
Just like every UMW unit on the outside, 
the primary focus of WF.JAM remains 
missions.  During their craft time, these 
ladies do a lot of crocheting and most 
recently crocheted items for the Annual 
Celebration in Lincoln. 

The crafts made by the women in both 
units can be purchased at UMW meetings 
across the conference.  Money earned from 
those sales is used to pay their pledge to 
UMW and to support mission projects.  
It’s their way of giving back to the 
community. 

Past-Present-Future cont’d. 

Both units will continue striving to fulfill 
the UMW Purpose by developing 
programs and projects that emphasize all 
four-mission --Membership Nurture and 
Outreach, Education and Interpretation, 
Social Action and Spiritual Growth.  
Members are committed to expanding 
missions both within and beyond the 
confines of the prison; hopefully, 
impacting others in the same loving way in 
which United Methodist Women touched 
them. 

United Methodist Women brought 
restorative justice to the prison by reaching 
out and accepting inmates into their group.  
Our hope is that as these women’s lives 
change on the inside their release will result 
in a similar, life-changing positive influence 
on the families, friends and communities to 
which they return.  It is then that we can 
rejoice as Restorative Justice prevails and 
the mission goes full circle. 

Parenting Classes:  

Nine classes a year @ $200 per class.  Each 
class is 2 hours a week for six weeks.  
Passing this class allows access to WALC 
privileges (Women’s Activity and Learning 
Center) and being placed on the list for a 
retreat with their child/ren or 
grandchildren. 

InHouse and Off Grounds 
Retreats at CU & I/J  

 Ten a year @ a cost of almost $ 300  per 
retreat.  This includes cost of the food and 
supplies.  Approximately 15 Moms may 
attend a retreat at one time and the children 
vary from 25-35. 

Birthday DVDs/Photographs: 

Approximately 150 DVD’s  a year and 300 
pictures in a year’s time –cost varies. Moms 
read a book on DVD and then the DVD, a 
book and a small stuffed animal are sent to 
the child.  Pictures are taken with the 
Easter Bunny at Easter time and Santa 
Claus at Christmas time. 

If you would like to donate to any of the 
above, please make your check payable 
to:  Ministry to Incarcerated Families 
and send in care of:  Linda  Griffiths 

(See other side for address information) 
This is one of the quiet rooms in the WALC 
area for families to spend time together. 


