
Great Plains UMGAF Conference Call Notes  
Monday, October 19, 2015, 1:00pm CDT 
  
Introductions:  
LeEllen Haynes, Chair; Frances Moore, Retiring Co-chair; Andrew Brackett, Chair of 
Grant Selection Committee and NAP Caseworker; Kurt Cooper, UMGAF Rep on 
Church and Society; John Thompson, Retired Clergy; Phil Sloat, Clergy in Alda/Wood 

River; Rachel Moser, GP Communications Liaison.   

 

Old Business:  

 
1. 2015 Annual Conference: The UMGAF booth went well with individuals stopping and 
taking materials available. The UMGAF special offering was very successful with over 
$7,000 donated. Ann Gatobo gave a wonderful, personal introduction to the offering. 
 
2. New AIDS Ambassadors: Seven new Ambassadors signed up at Conference. One 
Ambassador has recently been recruited in Grand Island, and one Ambassador asked 
to be removed from the list due to other commitments. The attempt to recruit AIDS 
Ambassadors in each church through contacting Lay Leaders to Annual Conference 
was not successful. Phil Sloat said that, on the Charge Conference form, there is a new 
Health contact churches are asked to appoint. This might be a person we could contact 

in the future.   

 
3. Reopen Grants: LeEllen reported there has been interest in applying for a Great 
Plains UMGAF grant yet this year. The consensus of those on the call was to reopen a 
time period to apply for grants. LeEllen will get a notice in GPConnect with a deadline 
date of Dec. 1, 2015. Applications will go to Andrew Brackett and he will set up a 
conference call with the Grant Selection Committee to approve grants. 
 
4. Strategic Planning Meeting: The possibility of having a retreat type meeting for 
strategic planning was discussed on the March 2015 conference call. There was a 
consensus that the logistics of coming together in one place would be difficult. Rachel 
Moser asked if this could be piggybacked with another meeting such as Annual 
Conference. Other suggestions were to have a conference call, use Go-to-Meeting or 
Adobe Connect.  
 
The UMGAF goals that came from one of the previous conferences (Nebraska, East 
Kansas, or West Kansas) are as follows: 
Donate to the UM Global AIDS Fund 
Learn about clinical updates 
Work to end stigma 
Promote Mercy & Justice 
Promote timely testing & proper medical care 
Maintain an HIV AIDS Task Force 
Maintain AIDS Ambassador 
 



As a starting place, Great Plains AIDS Ambassadors will be asked to prioritize these 
goals and suggest other priorities. In January 2016, LeEllen will send out a poll through 
email to get feedback from Ambassadors. 
 
New Business: 
1. 2016 Co-Chair: LeEllen is requesting a Co-chair in 2016 who could take over as main 
Chair in 2017. She would be willing to stay on as a co-chair during 2017 if needed but 
will step down after 2017. She requested that anyone who has a suggestion for a 

possible new co-chair to send the name to her.    

 
2. Spiritual Retreat for Individuals affected by HIV AIDS: Kurt Cooper shared about a 
UMGAF meeting he attended in Columbus, Ohio. For several years, the Ohio 
Conferences have sponsored spiritual retreats for individuals living with HIV AIDS or 
affected by HIV AIDS. In Ohio, the Conference Retreat Center is used.  
 
Discussion about having a retreat in the Great Plains Conference ensued. An initial 
retreat might best be in a more populated area such as the Omaha or Kansas City area. 
Andrew Brackett suggested that it might be helpful to partner with another organization. 
Nebraska has the Red Ribbon Community which is an advocacy/support group. We 
might make contact with them and see if a partnership might work. He asked if there an 
advocacy group in Kansas. John Thompson will check on this. Such groups may have 
funds they can tap into to assist with costs. 
 
In looking at retreat locations in KS-NE, UM camps were mentioned. Phil said Camp 
Comeca near Cozad, NE, has the Overlook Lodge with a dining room. Other Nebraska 
camps are more rustic. Kurt will contact the Great Plains Camping Coordinator to gain 
more information on facilities and costs. Phil said the Schuyler monastery is a beautiful 
facility. He will get more information. Francis Moore will check on a facility of the Omaha 
Catholic Diocese. All information will be send to LeEllen. 
 
3. UMGAF Special Offering (Advance Special #981234): The offering will be taken on 
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2015. LeEllen sent a notice to all District Superintendents asking them 
to include it in their district newsletter or other communication going to all churches. She 
submitted an article to GPConnect that appeared in late Sept. Churches are reminded 
to send in donations through the conference office so 25% will stay in our conference. 
The Norfolk UMC is submitting an article on their UMGAF grant has been used in HIV 
AIDS ministry. It will, also, mention the special offering.  
 
4. 2016 Grant Applications: LeEllen, with Andrew’s assistance, will write an article about 
the UM4GI Emergency HIV AIDS Fund which is partially funded by an UMGAF grant. 
She will promote the 2016 grants in that article.  
  
Submitted by Frances Moore and LeEllen Haynes 


