
Great Plains UMGAF Conference Call Notes 
Thursday, March 31, 2016, 4:00pm CDT 
 
Participants: LeEllen Haynes, John Thompson, Francis Moore, Rachel Moser. 
 
Announcements: 
 Revenue to the Great Plains UMGAF during 2015, which is one fourth of 
total donations, was $3,250.50. Two grants of $1,000 each were awarded. The 
balance at the end of 2015 was $6,147.38. Frances said that it could be helpful to have 
the printout of which churches gave to the UMGAF and the amounts given. John said 
Gary Beach, Conference Treasurer, could provide this information. LeEllen will check 
into this. 
 
The grant committee for 2016 has awarded two grants of $1,000 each to Norfolk First 
UMC and the parish of Grand Island First-Faith and Trinity UMC. Both churches have 
established funds to help with emergency expenses of clients of their regional Nebraska 
AIDS Project. 
 
Goal Prioritization:  
In January, LeEllen had sent out the list of goals that had been established at some 
point in the past, to all our AIDS Ambassadors. They were asked to prioritize each goal 
on a scale of 1-3. Eight people replied. The highest scoring goal was 
 
“Work to end Stigma.” Followed by: 
Promote donations to the UMGAF. 
Maintain AIDS Ambassadors.  
Promote mercy and justice. 
Maintain the UMGAF Task Force 
Learn about clinical updates. 
 
Other suggestions submitted for goals were: 
Find ways to help HIV/AIDS persons with their medication. 
Have a workshop for AIDS Ambassadors. 
Create a toolkit and/or resource bank for congregations to use to promote awareness of 
the fund and HIV/AIDS promotion in the churches.  
 
Addressing stigma was discussed. Frances recalled that she and LeEllen had attended 
a session at the Countdown To Zero conference in Denver in 2014 that addressed 
stigma. They will look back through their handouts to see if there is any helpful 
information. The Methodist Federation for Social Action could maybe be a group to 
partner with on the issue of stigma.  
 
Annual Conference Special Offering: 
A request was made for a special offering for the UMGAF at Annual Conference this 
year. It was not awarded because the Conference has two current financial campaigns 
that will be receiving special offerings. We will make a request again next year. 



 
 
Annual Conference Booth: 
LeEllen has requested a booth at Annual Conference and has not yet received notice if 
it will be granted. The cost is $100. LeEllen has materials that were used at the booth 
last year that can be used again. She asked John if there might be any agency in 
Kansas that would have pens or other items to hand out for free. He wasn’t aware of 
any. Last year Andrew Brackett had gotten us pens, pencils and credit card holders 
through the Nebraska Dept. of Health & Human services.  
 
LeEllen will set up and man the booth, when not in sessions, but would appreciate help 
at the booth if any AIDS Ambassadors are available. The date of Annual Conference is 
June 1-4 in Topeka, KS. 
 
Retreat Update: 
Since our last conference call in October, we have gotten information on possible 
locations and some information from other conferences on retreats for individuals living 
with HIV AIDS. At this point none of us have a clear vision of what a retreat would look 
like, or who would be able to lead such an event. It was the consensus that this should 
be put on the back burner for now. 
 
Promoting Ambassadors in each UMC: 
Review of records has shown that churches with AIDS Ambassadors have a higher 
percentage of giving to the UMGAF than churches that do not. In 2014 and 2015, we 
sent email communications to Lay Leaders about recruiting an AIDS Ambassador in 
their churches. We, also, communicated with Lay Leaders to Annual Conference. We 
had no response to this.  
 
Other avenues to pursue could be through district superintendents, church pastors, or 
the health contact in churches. The district superintendent’s office has the names of 
people appointed to various positions in the churches. LeEllen would like to pursue 
ways UMGAF could work with UMW to further promote and educate on the work and 
ministry of the UMGAF. Frances suggested MFSA as a group to approach to recruit 
new AIDS Ambassadors. 
 
Other information: 
John shared that the United Methodist Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America have formed a partnership to strengthen support for individuals infected and 
affected by HIV AIDS. At the local level, as AIDS Ambassadors, we may be able to 
share ideas and resources with our ELCA friends. 
 
Submitted by LeEllen Haynes  
 


