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Simplifying Redlining

Something that has and always will be able to grab my attention is the issue of

redlining. Everywhere I’ve grown up, I haven’t felt this issue personally. On the other

hand I have made various trips, and seen the cause and effects first hand. Redlining is

the systematic denial of various services to residents of specific, often racially

associated, neighborhoods or communities, either explicitly or through the selective

raising of prices. Redlining creates a whole new level of segregation in a community

systemically. This doesn’t happen by accident, or just by coincidence. Those pushed

into areas of poverty are actively neglected, and are not able to enjoy the progression of

the city.

I currently reside in Omaha, Nebraska, for the Micah Corps internship. I stay on

the campus of Creighton University which is located in east Omaha. I have visited

several different areas of the city and am surprised to say the least. The dispersion of

obvious needs such as grocery stores, restaurants, parks etc, are nowhere near where

they need to be. There are obviously going to be more wealthy areas of a city, but when

the basic needs aren’t available for everyone then there is bleeding to be stopped.

Whether you grow up in the “nice” part of town, or the “not so nice”, nobody is given a

choice. That is the unfortunate reality which some people, even government officials,

refuse to empathize with.

North Omaha was forced into taking the role of being the “not so nice” part of

town. Nobody wants their home to be labeled as such, but it is easy for those of Omaha

to do so. The segregation of the city of Omaha is not new either. It stems directly from



the days of segregation. Houses were sold to people of color only in that neighborhood,

and in other neighborhoods they were not welcome. It's insane to think such a narrative

remains with proof. The people of North Omaha go through things that those living in a

safer, more productive area do not. Yet, they are still looked down upon and treated as

less than those around. We as people of the church need to notice these things and help

them dissolve to smaller issues.

These quadrants of cities that are affected by redlining deserve to be freed of

their suffering. People must know that the men and women representing their state are

there to listen to the people. A stronger voice sometimes is a requirement, to achieve

the mission set ahead. Which is to bring awareness to the evidence of segregation, by

strengthening our voices for those who have lost theirs.


