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HE IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Time for us as His disciples to spread the good news!  Time to let everyone know the Kingdom is near,  

Time for us to shout that we live in God’s Kingdom.   Could that be WHY we exist as a ministry? 

WHAT and WHY have been important questions for me to answer in my life.  I moved too many times in 

my USAF career.  My girls would often ask, what are you doing now, Dad?”  I always had a ready answer 

– I was flying this type of aircraft or negotiating contracts.  Then I was assigned to serve with the 

Defense Logistics Agency as the head of the organization that oversaw all Government work in Kansas 

and some in Missouri.  When my then 16 and 14 year old daughters asked me that question again, I was 

at a loss for an answer. I knew I had better figure it out in a hurry!  I already knew the importance of 

efficient methods to get results but what else did I need as the leader of this organization?   I started 

asking questions of people I respected as leaders and researching the writings of men like Peter Drucker, 

Jim Collins, and Peter Senge to name a few.  I think the most important concept I learned from all that 

was that as a leader, my primary role should be to create an environment that encourages people to 

grow, to use their gifts to complete the  mission.   

WHY do we exist as a Conference men’s ministry?  Is it to create an environment where men can grow 

to full, reproductive discipleship?  WHY do we exist as a Conference leadership team? Is it to finds ways 

that will allow you, encourage you at the local church level to help men and your church grow 

spiritually? 

                        

  Great God    Great Men    

  

  

  

Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



 

On March 27th, your Conference Methodist Men teamed with the Man in the Mirror Ministry to present 

a webinar on ways to focus your ministry so that they create value for people to become a part of the 

ministry, then capture them into the ministry life and finally sustaining them in spiritual growth and 

service.  This was a national gathering attended by nearly 300 women and men.  The six attendees from 

the GP Conference included three ordained ministers (one female pastor) and three laity.   We discussed 

how we might be able to apply the model in our own breakout room.  Funding for the GP members to 

attend was provided by the funds receive from churches who charter and men who financial support 

the men's ministry.  For information on how you can financially support the ministry go to 

www.gcumm.org and explore the Ministry to Men tab   

 

Happenings in Kansas and Nebraska 

NEBRASKA 

NEBRASKA – Doug Kallesen and John Forbes 

“Spiritual Growth is ‘Out of the Box’” 

 

Chartered UMMen groups should have received a little booklet “Out of the Box” 

by Gil Hanke and Rick Vance, staff of the General Commission on UMMen. Our 

local (Columbus) UMMen are using this for our ZOOM-based monthly gathering 

for fellowship and study. The idea is that God is an ‘Out of the Box’ type—being 

especially communicated to us at Easter! And that God wants us to be brave and 

out of the box types as well. 

A dozen brave UMMen joined our Prairie Rivers District meeting by ZOOM in 

March.  For some it was their first ZOOM! We had “catch-up” introductions, 

prayer, sharing, hymns, fun prizes, and a discipleship message from George Houle, 

our Conference Director for Men’s Ministry.  George stressed the importance of 

discipleship for spiritual growth and offered to help lead any group who would like 

ot be part of a Class Meeting for 8 weeks.  Also, if anyone wants help organizing 

our District over ZOOM, let us know.  

Spiritual growth seems to require our wanting the growth and taking some brave, 

out of the box steps to get to that next level, as we hear coaches saying all the time. 



Thankfully we will soon be returning to our churches and group gatherings now 

that vaccinations are a-plenty. 

Some brave steps that have proved fruitful for our growth have been UMMen 

groups and retreats, Sunday School, Alpha, Walk to Emmaus, personal and group 

Bible study and prayer, and mission trips/service projects. What is in your future? 

Let us know if we can help. You can find us at 

www.greatplainsumc.org/gpummenleaders .   

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH 

From Craig Nordaker: 

You are cordially invited to a seminar about: 

How to Do Small Group Discipleship  

 

It will be held the evening of Friday, August 27 through afternoon of Saturday, 

August 28th, 2021. Location will be Bellevue, Nebraska at St. James UMC (west 

campus). The fee is very reasonable and has a potential discount available.  The 

training is targeted to benefit women-only, mixed and men-only small groups. 

Details, including a printable flyer and registration info are available at:  Wesley’s 

Class  or via this link:  

https://gp-gmail.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf  

Questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or 

cnordaker@cox.net . 

Iron Sharpens Iron 
 
Men Matter! 

The Iron Sharpens Iron Month of Ministry to Men offers seven tracks covering the seven 
areas of a man’s life. The seven areas are: A man and his God, his family, his church, his 
marriage, his work, and his money. 

This June, which area(s) is the priority for you? Join the men of your local church and 
make an investment into your development as a fully devoted Christ follower. 

Here are links to the details and registration info (including 50% discount opportunity)… 
Iron Sharpens Iron- Men’s Ministry Month: 
https://isimensministrymonth.squarespace.com/program 
 
Keynote Presenters: https://isimensministrymonth.squarespace.com/speakers 
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https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
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https://gp-gmail.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
mailto:cnordaker@cox.net
https://isimensministrymonth.squarespace.com/program
https://isimensministrymonth.squarespace.com/speakers


The Texas Annual Conference invites us to:  

VIRTUAL GATHERING SATURDAY,  

April 24 8:00 - 9:30 AM THURSDAY, April 22 6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Join us as we help you to: -- overcome obstacles to building your ministry -- get men interested 

in joining your ministry -- recruit younger men -- improve your prayer life -- work in small 

congregations -- start your small group (class meeting) -- balance your time and more! Spread 

the word! Invite other men from your congregation and your community. We look forward to 

seeing you there! Join us at zoom.us Meeting ID: 885 8814 3147 Passcode: 901178 For more 

information, contact Robert Wright at 817-975-8046 1umcmethodstmen@gmail.com 

 

Kansas 

“Faith  Journeys” 

Stillwell UMC is helping us launch a roundtable series about Faith Journeys.  They will host a 

breakfast meeting June 12th at 8:30 on ZOOM (BYOB - bring your own breakfast!)  Darryl 

Burton, Associate Pastor at Church of the Resurrection (Leawood, KS) and Founder of Miracle 

of Innocence, which seeks justice for wrongly convicted inmates, will be discussing his faith 

journey and life’s mission; as someone who was unjustly convicted and spent 24 years in prison 

for a murder that he had nothing to do with. More information is coming so stay in touch. 

 

“The Growth Process”  

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys, not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  As UMM leadership, we have been forming 

classes across the country.   I would like to help us launch small groups in our Conference.    



I am blessed to be helping men of Shawnee UMC in modeling and learning how a Wesley 

fellowship class can help us grow spiritually by sharing life experiences.  We are using Dr. 

Kevin Watson’s book, The Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. 

If you are interested in being part of a Wesley small group that will meet weekly, at a time 

and a day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

 
HOSTED BY McPHERSON UMM & GREAT PLAINS UMM 

HESSTON GOLF COURSE HESSTON, KANSAS 

 

Saturday, JULY 24, 2021 at 8 A.M. 

 

 ENTRY FEE:   $65.00 Per Participant/$260 Per Team 

 

8:00 AM Tee Off Time 
 

Go to the UMMen web site for details and to register. 

 

For more information about Men’s Ministry, please go to: 

 

United Methodist Men News: 

http://www.gcumm.org/news 

 

United Methodist Men Magazine: 

http://www.gcumm.org/resources/magazine 
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