
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

I hope that you have noticed over the past few months that your Methodist Men have offered you 

several opportunities for prayer.   While Covid 19 has prevented us from worshipping, or even 

gathering in -person, it cannot stop us from praying.  New Year’s Eve we are offering you 

another NATIONAL opportunity to worship and pray.  Save at least the hour before midnight to 

bring in 2021 in worship and prayer.  More details will be available as we put our plan into 

action on how to roll across America connecting time zones in a Watch Night worship service.   

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, the tradition of Watch Night may be traced to the 

early 18th century in Moravian churches, when churchgoers began marking the occasion with a 

vigil to reflect upon the year past and to contemplate the one to come. John Wesley adopted the 

practice for his Methodist followers, who held similar vigils monthly with the full moon. It was 

given new significance among African Americans on December 31, 1862, when, according to 

tradition, slaves in the Confederate states gathered in churches and private homes on the night 

before U.S. Pres. Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was expected to go into effect. 

ADVENT   

What does that one word bring to mind.  Is it Handel’s Messiah?  Is it John the Baptist in 

the wilderness preparing the Way for someone who is coming, someone who is here and greater 

than John is?  Is it an Advent wreath with candles of Hope, Peace, Love, Joy and of course the 

Christ candle?  Is it a special study with your Sunday School class?  Is it the beginning of the 

church year, the first season followed by Christmas, Lent, and Easter? Is it all of those?   

The meaning, the reasons for Advent have changed over time.  According to the Catholic 

Encyclopedia, Advent began sometime after the 4th century as a time of fasting and preparation 

for Epiphany, rather than in anticipation of Christmas. At Epiphany new Christians 

were baptized and received into the faith, and so the early church instituted a 40-day period of 

fasting and repentance. In the 6th century, St. Gregory the Great was the first to associate this 
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Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Moravian-church
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Wesley
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Methodism
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Lincoln
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01165a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01165a.htm
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-fasting-701972
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-epiphany-700440
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-baptism-700654


season of Advent with the coming of Christ. Originally it was not the coming of the Christ-child 

that was anticipated, but the Second Coming of Christ. 

By the Middle Ages, the church also extended the meaning of Advent to include the 

coming of Christ through his birth in Bethlehem, his future coming at the end of time, and his 

presence among us through the promised Holy Spirit. 

I have a spiritual father, a mentor who for a decade has been encouraging me to “actively 

wait” so that I am ready to seize the opportunities God places in my life. I know a pastor who 

speaks of living in the “between” of the already and not yet.  In fact, many speak of the “in-

between” time now.  Jesus has come and will come again. With His first coming He taught us 

the Kingdom was near. It is here. We can choose to live in it now.  We need to be prepared to 

live in the future coming.  

How does that apply to us in our ministry by men, to men, and for men?  Have faith.  The 

era of Covid 19 will end.  Are you prepared to seize the opportunities that God will give us to 

serve the Kingdom? 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL INSIGHT   

By Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514; garyspivey2003@cox.net  

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

 

  

I am starting a series on Making Sense of God’s Will.  Much of the thoughts I will share are 

influenced by Rev Adam Hamilton’s book of that name. 

Rev. Hamilton says: “It is easy to understand why so many people have turned away from God 

when they have been taught that every disappointment, every tragedy, every loss and every 

painful experience was the will of God.” 

Why do my, your, our prayers seemingly go unanswered? Why do I feel like Psalm 22 applies to 

me?   2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not answer; and at night, but I have no rest. 

A group of men were meeting in discipleship.  The topic that week was GRACE.  They all 

agreed that grace could be defined as the free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in 

salvation and bestowal of blessings.  They were asked to share examples in their life stories of 

blessings.  Amazingly, every man shared a story on hardship and struggle and saw God’s gift of 

GRACE that helped them through it.  Did prayer make it go away?  Yes but GRACE made them 

whole. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/rapture-vs-the-second-coming-700630


John 15:7 says “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you.”  The answer, however, may be Yes – No - Maybe – Not Now – Why? -    

Keep Praying Until Something Happens! 

We need to continue, especially in today’s environment, to be bold in our prayer life.  Rev 

Hamilton says: “Can God miraculously intervene in answer to our prayers or to protect us from 

harm? Yes, but God’s normal way of working is found within the natural laws God established 

and in human beings to whom God gave responsibility for tending this planet on God’s behalf.” 

One final quote, from World War I I Admiral Chester Nimitz, who described his own experience 

of prayer over the course of his lifetime:   

I asked God for strength that I might achieve.  I was made weak that I might learn humbly to 

obey.   

I asked for health that I might do greater things.  I was given infirmity that I might do better 

things.  

I asked for riches that I might be happy.  I was given poverty that I might be wise. 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men.  I was given weakness that I might feel the 

need of God. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.  I was given life that I might enjoy all things.   

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for.  

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.  I am, among all men, most richly 

blessed.     

 

This, I think, is the meaning of prayer.                                    

 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS – CELEBRATIONS 

WHAT DOES YOUR DISTRICT OR LOCAL CHURCH HAVE TO CELBRATE? 

In this section we are celebrating the ministry happening around the Conference.  Please let us 

know what is happening in your local area.  So often I hear about what we cannot do, especially 

in theses pandemic times.   

 

Coming in May 2021, for YOU! 

 

The Omaha metro area will be the site of a men’s ministry event that you are invited to. 

The specific date and times are still being worked out, but tentatively plan on a Friday 

evening (6:00-9pmCT) and Saturday (8:30-4:30pmCT) in late May, early June. Hosts will 

include several local United Methodist Men congregations. It is hoped that the event can be 

in-person but may likely(!) be via Zoom. Primary spiritual material will be sourced from the 



Wesley Building Brothers Ministry. Keep your eyes open for more detailed information in the 

early part of 2021. Meanwhile, questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or 

cnordaker@cox.net . 

 

A Christmas Message from Nebraska: 

Immanuel is Just What We Need! 

Matthew gives us a history lesson, of sorts, in his account at 1:22-23: ”All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: The virgin will give birth to a son, and they 

will call him Immanuel” – which means “God with us.” 

Apparently, after his tax-collecting days ended and sometime during his discipleship years, 

Matthew grasped this amazing gift of God’s presence in Jesus and, studying his Torah carefully, 

found that Isaiah had foretold this 700 year earlier (Isaiah 7:14). 

Now 2,000 years later, we remind ourselves of this same blessing “God is with us”, at this 

Christmas time. Really? In the midst of a worldwide pandemic? Yes!! We hope some of these 

ways ring true for you. 

God is With Us Through: 

• Amazing and dedicated doctors, nurses caring for the sick (even when it is not 

safe for family to be present) 

• Vaccine researchers and medical technologies working hard 

• Communication technologies that defeat disconnection for so many of us 

• Good old cards, letters, and phone calls that touch us in lieu of new technologies  

• Innovations by churches and church groups, including UMMen, that help keep us 

connected to each other and to God 

• Our personal and family devotional times 

• Government helping us struggle through 

• AND SO FORTH (please take a moment and visualize Christ with loving and 

caring eyes looking right at you with outstretched hands, and saying “I am with 

you, (insert your name, please)”. 

 

Peace and Hope at Christmas, 

Doug Kallesen and John Forbes, Jr. 

 

Our continuing story of what the community of Beloit, Ks has done as all the churches in the 

community gathered more than 100 people in an old time revival.   

mailto:cnordaker@cox.net


 

 

As I am sitting at my desk praying and thinking about the “Heartland Awakening (Celebrating 

CommUNITY in Christ),” the “more of God” is being revealed to me about the importance of 

this event and timing. 

Remember from last month’s letter, this event was started by God, in 1896, in a rural area 

between Cawker City and Downs, Kansas by the two Methodist congregations from these two 

areas. It was a ten day church gathering in what was to be called “The Lincoln Park 

Chautauqua,” and was located in a grove of majestic burr oaks on Oak Creek north of the 

Solomon River. It was under tents, both family tents and large tents, holding 2,000 to 8,000 

people, from all over the United States. 

In 1902, another Methodist “Chautauqua” was born in Beloit, Kansas, 25 miles to the east on the 

Solomon River where the current Chautauqua Park is located now. God had three of us — Dawn 

Jones, Licensed Pastor of Ministry; Kristi Arasmith, Boost Ministries; and myself — restart the 

Beloit Chautauqua under a new name, “The Heartland Awakening.” This event took place on 

October 25, 2020 in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic. Know this, God’s plan and timing 

always supersedes man’s plans or world events. 

This current vision started eight years ago in Cawker City with a meeting between Glenn 

Patterson and myself, and the original “Chautauqua” event he had been researching. Driving 

away from this meeting and praying, God spoke these words to me, “In my timing, this event 

will be reborn.” And then, eight years later, on July 18, 2020, at the end of the Aglow 

International Conference in Hastings, Nebraska, on a bus owned by Dawn Jones, that timing was 

revealed again. Talking about new ministries with Dawn, an old ministry was restarted as we 

discussed the possibility of this new “Chautauqua.” Remember, everything starts with prayer and 

finishes with prayer. God has always said, “The miracles are in the details, follow the details.” 

Be prepared for next month’s letter, which will reveal a more in-depth look at how God brought 

His details to life for this new event. 

Charles File: Spiritual Advisor for the Great Plains Methodist Men 

 

DONATIONS: 

When you go to our website you may notice a new “DONATE” button.  WAIT!  We are not 

really asking you to donate right now, we just want to offer you the opportunity.  Unfortunately, 



the pandemic has prevented us from spending money on the events we had planned.    

Everything we did was virtual.  Pray 2021 will be different.  Give if the Holy Spirit leads you. 

 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  Dallas Willard, in his book Living in Christ’s 

Presence,  says discipleship is pulling people along with us as we grow.  We have to be in 

relationship to be able to pull them with us.  Rev Dr. Kevin Watson has a wonderful book, The 

Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. As UMM, we have been forming 

classes across the country using this book.   I would like to use it to help us launch small groups 

in our Conference.   

If you are interested in being part of a small group that will meet weekly, at a time and a 

day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 
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