
  

December 2022 

 Greetings,  

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Advent: Do you think of it as a time of anticipating our celebrating the birth of Jesus or as anticipating 
His coming again?  Do you think of it as the beginning of a new church year?  I am sure we all will 
hear good words from our pulpits about anticipating Jesus.  I’d like to share some thoughts on a new 
church year. 

For much of my life I have spent time at the end of each year reviewing what I have done and 
preparing for the next year.  Since I left work in the corporate world and now serve in His Kingdom, I 
still spend time reviewing what I have done to serve Him personally and how I lead in ministry and 
where I/we need to go in the future. 

As GPUMM we have jumped started, recharged, and tried many approaches to getting men’s 
ministry moving in our Conference and in the Denomination.  The honest review is mixed.  We are 
still disconnected and wandering.  We have created a data base with over 400 names of men who are 
engaged in men’s ministry at some level, however, we have not reconnected them.  We have 

promoted prayer and small groups.   

The future still remains uncertain.  The denomination is still experiencing turmoil.   Men’s ministry at 
the national and local level is still in flux.   

          

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A6&version=NIV


But this I know.  God is still in charge of His church.  He has a plan, and it will be successful.  We have 
HOPE 

The theme for the first week of advent is HOPE and I know God will fulfil His promises. 

The question is how will we fulfill our part of God’s plan?  As you prepare your personal response, 
remember the songs we all have sung.  

 

It only takes a spark, to get a fire going  
And soon all those around, can warm up in its glowing  

That’s how it is with God’s love  
Once you’ve experienced it 

You spread his love to everyone; 
You want to pass it on (pass it on, pass it on) 

AND 

This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine 

Oh, this little light of mine 

I’m going to let it shine 

This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 
I’m going to let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 
I’m going to let it shine 

All around the neighborhood 

Be the spark, be the light in your District, your local church and your local ministry to, with, and for 

men. 

 

 



 

Emmanuel - God with us 

 

This year I have been very drawn to the ideas outlined in Philippians 2: 6 Who, being in very 

nature[a] God,  did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing  by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 

 

Christ so deeply desired what is best for us that He left Heaven to enter the world He created. This 

was necessary for us to be reconciled. He suffered all things on the road that eventually lead to 

enduring the cross with the intent of healing a broken world. Reflecting on this fundamental 

Christian truth has produced a mixture of worship and conviction, both resulting in a renewed 

energy to celebrate the wonderful Advent season. Through His love, we can experience peace from 

what he has done, joy in what he is doing, and hope in what is yet to come. Spend some time with 

Emmanuel this Christmas season, worshipping with those who have faith alongside you.  Share the 

good news with those who need it. 

 

Eli Copas 

Spiritual Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
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Equipping Churches and Leaders 

For 

Next Generation Men’s Ministry 

 

An Opportunity to Grow Your Local Men’s Discipleship 

 

On Saturday, March 18, 2023, the General Commission on United Methodist Men, along with 

the Great Plains UMMen leadership team, are hosting a day of learning as to how you can 

invite the men and youth in your local congregation into a closer relationship with God. 

 

Learn first-hand what is happening with the existing/historical United Methodist Men 

(gcumm.org), plus all about the newly evolving ‘United’ (unitedmensministry.com) men’s 

ministry targeting the younger men of your church. It’s pretty exciting! In fact, there is SO 

MUCH going on that this first-hand interactive presentation will help guide your 

congregation’s men’s ministry efforts. 

  
There will be good food, fellowship, music & singing. You are encouraged to stay over-night 

on Friday and/or Saturday for additional fellowship, some fun and a Sunday morning 

We’ll be led by Rev Sterling Eaton 

Director of the Center for Men’s Ministry 

General Commission on UMMen 

https://www.gcumm.org/
https://www.gcumm.org/
https://unitedmensministry.com/
https://unitedmensministry.com/


Worship service. Some optional outdoor activities are also in the works- especially for dads & 

grand-dads & sons (ex. scavenger hunt, zip-line, etc). 

Here’s a link to the details and on-line registration: Fresh Start for Men's 

Ministry (registration)  

Questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or cnordaker@cox.net 

Blessings 

 

https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/equipping+churches+and+leaders+flyer.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/equipping+churches+and+leaders+flyer.pdf
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/EquippingChurchesandLeadersForNextGenerationMensMinistry
mailto:cnordaker@cox.net

