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In my October letter, I asked some questions I hope you have spent time talking to each other 

and to God about.   Questions like: 

➢ What does men’s ministry look like in my church? 

➢ What do I think it should look like? 

➢ Does it have the look and feel of making disciples? 

 

On Feb 13th, your leadership team will spend the day together on ZOOM asking the Holy Spirit 

to guide us in planning how we can help you, help your church answers those questions.  Will 

you keep us in prayer? 

 I don’t want to get ahead of the Spirit’s guidance that day, but I know we will center on Jesus’ 

final command to us in Matthew 28: “19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.”  There is so much in that verse.  Not only are we commanded to go and make disciples, 

Jesus tells us how to do that – baptize and teach them.  Then there is His promise – “I am with 

you always.”  Hold on to that promise! 

Why do I personally believe helping men grow into full discipleship is so important?  Well, let 

me share how I think it was important to Jesus, to Paul and to John Wesley. First, Jesus. 

Jesus had thousands of followers who heard Him preach, witnessed His miracles.  However, 

even with His sacrifice on the cross and the miracle of His resurrection, would the Christian 

movement had survived to live today?  Yes, many took up His challenge of discipleship and 

changed their lives to live as He taught them.  Some were sent into the world to proclaim the 

Kingdom (Luke 9 and 10). However, Jesus intentionally invested Himself into twelve ordinary 

men to make them fishers of people.  Was that so they would intentionally reproduce another 

generation of disciples? Are you called to fish for people? 

Paul is very intentional in his instructions to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2 when he tells him: “2 And 

the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people 
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  Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



who will also be qualified to teach others.”  Have you heard and seen Jesus in your life?  Who 

are you entrusting with the things you have heard and seen? 

Then there is John Wesley, our founder.  One of his contemporaries in founding Methodism is 

George Whitfield who did much to spread Methodism in the Americas. Many say he was a better 

preacher then John Wesley, however, the spread of Methodism is really credited to Wesleys 

organizing classes, his “methodism”.   In “Restoring the Wesleyan Class-Meeting” the authors 

say Wesley acknowledged he could only pastor perhaps 30 people.  One of the functions of the 

“classes” he established was for laity to help other laity grow  in their faith and belief, to make 

disciples! 

Are you part of a class or a small group by any name, that intentionally shares thier lives and 

where and how they have witnessed Jesus?  Do you want to be? 

 

SPIRITUAL INSIGHT   

By Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514  garyspivey2003@cox.net  

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

 

  

I am starting a series on  Making Sense of God’s Will.  My final thoughts from  Rev Adam 

Hamilton’s book of that name.  

God’s Presence with Us 

“Faith in God is the Christian response to the problem of fear. Among the primary affirmations 

of  Scripture is simply that God is with us. God promises to never leave us or forsake us. God is 

as near as the air we breathe. As we trust this truth, and  experience God’s presence, we find that 

“the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding.”  

God’s Work Through Us 

“If we listen to the nudges of God’s Spirit, and we carefully pay attention – watching what 

happens around us – we will find others being used by God to answer our prayers, and we also 

become aware of the ways God seeks to use us to answer the prayers of others. The key is paying 

attention.” 

God Forces Evil and Suffering to Serve Us 

 “As we have seen, God walks with us through times of suffering. God also uses us to care for 

one another in the midst of suffering and in the wake of evil. But there’s something more that 

God does: God forces evil and suffering to serve God. “      



NEBRASKA 

Appreciation   by Doug Kallesen-Nebraska 

February is a month focused on appreciation…get those valentines ready, guys!   

From Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:11: “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 

just as you are doing.   Again, we need this kind of encouragement.”  

If you got this far in reading this newsletter, why not reply to George, our conference president, 

with a “thank you!” for his many years of steady discipling leadership and his caring for us all.  

And while we are at it, maybe we could send a thank you to our pastors, church schoolteachers 

and other leaders as a way to encourage them. As Paul says, we all need it! 

                                               

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS – CELEBRATIONS 

 

WHAT DOES YOUR DISTRICT OR LOCAL CHURCH HAVE TO CELBRATE? 

In this section we are celebrating the ministry happening around the Conference.  Please let us 

know what is happening in your local area.  So often I hear about what we cannot do, especially 

in theses pandemic times.  Here is a story of what the community of Beloit, Ks has done as all 

the churches in the community gathered more than 100 people in an old time revival. 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  Dallas Willard, in his book Living in Christ’s 

Presence, says discipleship is pulling people along with us as we grow.  We have to be in 

relationship to be able to pull them with us.  Rev Dr. Kevin Watson has a wonderful book, The 

Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. As UMM, we have been forming 

classes across the country using this book.   I would like to use it to help us launch small groups 

in our Conference.     

If you are interested in being part of a small group that will meet weekly, at a time and a 

day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

 

 

Shawnee UMC begins class meeting! 

Ten men at Shawnee UMC are meeting under the format of Kevin Watson’s “Class Meeting”.  It 

is more than a book study.   They are sharing their life stories and how they have seen and 

experienced Jesus in their lives.   
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We are always looking for opportunities to serve the men in the Conference.  This opportunity is 

dear to me as retired USAF.  I wish someone had made me aware of opportunities like this while 

I was serving.  Maybe it would have helped me find my way to Jesus sooner.  Please share the 

link. 

The Warrior's Journey® — Helping Warriors, Leaders, and Families find the community and 

help they need.  

 

HOSTED BY McPHERSON UMM & GREAT PLAINS UMM 

HESSTON GOLF COURSE HESSTON, KANSAS 

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2021 at 8 A.M.   

 

ENTRY FEE 
 

$65.00 Per Participant/$260 Per Team 

8:00 AM Tee Off Time  
 

Go to the UMMen web site for details and to register. 

 

   
 

Great Plains UMMen 100 Club 2020 update:   (click here for detailed report) 

 

 

The purpose of the United 

Methodist Men's 100 Club remains 

"to raise scholarship funds that will 

be used to encourage young men 

and women to enter full time 

Christian service".  
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One Hundred Club donors at the 2020 Annual Barbeque Fundraiser at Bette and Dwight 

Trumble’s home. The event generated $3,500 for the 100 Club Scholarship fund! 

 

2020 DONOR LIST 

Thank you for your support! 

2020 CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Donated One-Thousand Dollars to the 100 Club 

 

1. Nebraska United Methodist Foundation  

2. Union Bank & Trust Co. – Lincoln, Nebraska  

3. Great Plains Realty Auction Co. – Springfield, Nebraska  

4. Fleming Rentals – Springfield, Nebraska  

5. Fleming Family Foundation – Springfield, Nebraska  

6. Randy Fleming – Springfield, Nebraska  

 

2019-2020 DONORS 

Donated One-Hundred Dollars up to One-Thousand Dollars to the 100 Club 

 

Maack Land Improvement 

Doug & Anne Kallesen 

Wilma Baugous 

Craig & Jane Nordaker 

Bart & Mary Brinkman 

Jeff & Linda Thurman 

St. Paul School of Theology           

St. Paul’s UMMen, Papillion, NE 

Corliss V. Clark 

J.D. Ferguson 

L. Kent & Jan Van Horn 

Keith Johnson 

Charles M. Athey 

Rev. Jim and Allison Brown 

Jim Heller 

Richard & Marilyn May 

James L. & Lori Parrish  

Jerry & Brenda Farber 

Bette & Dwight Trumble 

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Dinsdale 

Kayla Laune  

Kelli R. & Thomas R. Brewer 

Dave & Lori Pankonin 

Marci Logsdon 

Janice Japp 

Charles & Eleanor Elijah 

Elizabeth Chartier 

Darla S. & Chester L. Booth 

Alice Dittman 

Elvin D. Siebert 

Shirley Wray 

Jean Fleming 

Randy & Janice Spiegel  



 

DONATIONS: 

When you go to our website you may notice a new “DONATE” button.  WAIT!  We are not 

really asking you to donate right now, we just want to offer you the opportunity.   

 

GREAT PLAINS UMMEN INTERNET LINKS 

 

If questions… Craig Nordaker, GPUMMen Sec & Web Coord, 402) 453-6666  

nordaker@cox.net   

  

The Internet is an incredible resource. It certainly has its advantages and also 

disadvantages! The links below are offered only as some potential resources for 

each of us to consider as we minister to other men about Jesus Christ.  

These links are not to be considered recommendations by your GPUMMen 

leadership team. Remembering that we must always use the Word of God (the 

Bible) as our foundation is our hope and prayer.   

  

Foundation- Nebraska UMC  

Foundation- Kansas Area UMC  

Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church  

SCJUMMen  

5 Ways to Reach Younger Men  

CBMC Heartland comochristian.com  

GCUMM  

GCUMM video introduction  

LIVE BOLD  

Man in the Mirror  

ManToMan  

Men At The Cross  

Pastor Prayer Team | Pray For and Affirm Your Pastor  

REAL MOMENTUM | a movement of men transforming families & churches to the ends of the 

earth  

Rough Cut Men | Real Men - Real Life - Real Impact  

SoSA HomePage  

UMC.org  

UMMen store- Promotional Products  

UMTV.org  

Upper Room Living Prayer Center  

Ark Encounter  
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