
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.”  Philippians 4:4    In a year like 2020, 

what do we have to Rejoice about?  Well, we are God’s people, a people of hope, a people of 

faith, a people who know our God keeps the promise made to all believers. Even when the world 

is doing all it can to tell us how bad everything is right now; that we should have more, deserve 

more, we have joy knowing we live in the Kingdom of God and all will be well in the end.  

Psalm 23 reminds me, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  Most of all we should 

Rejoice because we are disciples of Jesus Christ!  

We ended 2020 with emphasis on praying unceasingly.  We will continue to emphasize prayer in 

our ministry in 2021.  We also want to make this a year of Discipleship.  Should anything else be 

the center of any ministry besides prayer and discipleship?   

My observations as I talked with people over the years about discipleship, or a discipleship 

process, seems to be that we have many different thoughts about what a disciple is, what 

discipleship is.   Most churches struggle with an intentional, reproductive process to help men 

grow in discipleship.  Think about it.  What is the intentional process is in your church to help  

men grow into  full discipleship?  What is your men’s ministry doing to intentionally help men 

grow as disciples of Jesus? I hope you will join the Conference Men’s Ministry leadership in 

emphasizing this area of spiritual growth this year.  How can we do that?  A group of churches in 

the Omaha area will sponsor a weekend workshop exploring small group discipleship.  A group 

of men in the KC area are forming a Class Meeting group.  How will you join us in the 

discipleship journey? 

I will encourage us to dialog about discipleship, what if means to you and me and our churches.  

I will be sharing my thoughts in our newsletter. Please feel free to contact me with your 

thoughts.  

 I believe that discipleship is a journey.  Like all journeys. We should be able to determine where 

it begins and where we are on the journey but unlike most journeys, the discipleship journey 

really has no end. Like any journey, the trip is better when someone travels with you.  In fact, it 
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Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



is best if you have a guide (mentor) travel with you to help you journey through the challenging 

parts of the journey.  Who is your mentor?  Who are you mentoring?   

I look forward to our journey together towards more intentional discipleship in 2021. 
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SPIRITUAL INSIGHT   

By Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514; garyspivey2003@cox.net  

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

 

  

I am starting a series on Making Sense of God’s Will.  Much of the thoughts I will share are 

influenced by Rev Adam Hamilton’s book of that name and by the thoughts of some of the men 

on your leadership team.  What are your thoughts?   

The question this month is: “Why can’t I see God’s will for my life?”  How many times have 

you asked yourself that question.  Too often the answer given is to find my passion, discover my 

gifts.  Is that all there is?   

Rev Hamilton says:“ . . . . . . , I believe God’s plan for our lives is not so much a manuscript 

already completed, but an idea and outline for a story that God hopes we will choose to follow, 

filling in the outline with God each day.  Every decision, every encounter, every challenge is an 

opportunity for us to collaborate with God in writing our story.  And when we invite God to 

collaborate with us, our story becomes one of redemption and love and hope.” 

Rev Jeff Gannon says: “The meaning of life is to continually enter into the lives of others to 

make a difference for the better.” 

The Rev Dr.  Jim Smith says, “Life is a mystery to be lived, not a problem to be solved.”   

Do you see a common theme in the message of all three pastors?  Could it be that God expects us 

to be engaged in the ongoing ministry of His creation?  Does it go back to Genesis where God 

gave us dominion over creation?   

Finally, Hamilton says “Your story is not complete; the remaining chapters are yet to be 

written.”   

We in men’s ministry, hope to help you write the rest of the story such that we are disciples 

reproducing more disciples.  

 

 



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS – CELEBRATIONS 

WHAT DOES YOUR DISTRICT OR LOCAL CHURCH HAVE TO CELBRATE? 

In this section we are celebrating the ministry happening around the Conference and the USA.  

Please let us know what is happening in your local area.  So often I hear about what we cannot 

do, especially in theses pandemic times.   

Discipleship through small groups: 

 As the National coordinator for the Wesleyan Building Brothers 

Ministry, I have been coordinating with other Conferences in helping promote discipleship 

through small groups of men. 

The leadership of the Virginia Conference is inviting us to join their webinar.  One good 

outcome of the virus is the connections were experiencing through ZOOM.   

Please join us on Tuesday evening, January 12, 2021 at 6:30 PM EST for a Love, Learn, and 

Lead webinar on intentional discipleship.  | One of the most important things we can do in the 

process of “making disciples of Jesus Christ” is to engage men of all ages and backgrounds in 

ministry. The most effective tools we have available are the men who are currently involved in 

our various church ministries. How can we more effectively utilize these men to reach younger 

men?  | Please plan to join us to learn about The Wesley Challenge from David Bean, No Man 

Left Behind from Todd Hoar, and Wesleyan Building Brothers from Johnnie Draughon.  | Join 

Zoom Meeting 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89824607164 

 

Meeting ID: 898 2460 7164 

One tap mobile 

 

+13017158592,,89824607164# US (Washington D.C)   | +19292056099,,89824607164# US 

(New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)   | +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  | Meeting ID: 898 2460 7164  | Find your local 

number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/komBF24v0  

 

https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIzNjE3IiwicjJ3M2FkbGh4YTg0Z3dzZzBnMGs0Y3dnOHNnMHNzczQiLCIxMjAiLCI1NTBjNDAyNmIxYTEiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIzNjE3IiwicjJ3M2FkbGh4YTg0Z3dzZzBnMGs0Y3dnOHNnMHNzczQiLCIxMjAiLCIyMjk1ZTYwOWNkZGUiLGZhbHNlXQ


 

Coming in May 2021, for YOU! 

 

The Omaha metro area will be the site of a men’s ministry event that you are invited to. 

The specific date and times are still being worked out, but tentatively plan on a Friday 

evening (6:00-9pmCT) and Saturday (8:30-4:30pmCT) in late May, early June. Hosts will 

include several local United Methodist Men congregations. It is hoped that the event can be 

in-person but may likely(!) be via Zoom. Primary spiritual material will be sourced from the 

Wesley Building Brothers Ministry. Keep your eyes open for more detailed information in the 

early part of 2021. Meanwhile, questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or 

cnordaker@cox.net . 

 

Daily Time with Jesus 

I’ve developed a mostly regular time each day to spend a few ‘spiritual’ minutes with God.  It 

started some years ago with one devotional (The Upper Room Daily Devotional- paper copy) 

and has slowly expanded to upwards of 5 devotionals each day. I’m usually able to spend about 

30-60 minutes each morning but do have to adjust how many and timing on occasion. 

My daily ‘devotional’ time with God has become something I really miss whenever I skip it. 

This time each day also reminds me to pray throughout the rest of the day and to think about how 

each message impacts my behavior and heart as the day progresses. 

While there are MANY daily devotionals available, the ones listed below are somewhat familiar 

to me- I typically enjoy the first 5 on a pretty much daily basis. Search around; I pray you will 

find at least one that ‘speaks to your heart’. 

Yours in Christ,  Craig Nordaker 

 

• Great Plains UMC Daily Devotional https://www.greatplainsumc.org/dailydevotions 

• Seedbed Daily Devotional   https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-

subscribe 

• Wisdom for Each Day (Billy Graham) 

• Upper Room Daily Devotional   https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 

• Nebraska Walk to Emmaus

 https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=nebraska%20walk%20to%20emmaus 

• Men in the Mirror Daily Devotional  https://resourcesformen.org/mim-devotions-men-app/ 

• Lead Like Jesus- 20-day video https://lead-like-jesus.usefedora.com/p/10-minute-leader 

• Lead Like Jesus Daily Devotional support@leadlikejesus.com 

• Sharpe, S.D. 365 Meditations for Men by Men. Abingdon, 2008.  

• Strength For Service Daily Devotional 

UMM New Year Watch Night Appreciated 

My wife and I participated in the New Year’s Eve Watch Night service by ZOOM as did many 

others. We very much appreciated the inspiring testimonies, the prayer fellowship, the reminding 

mailto:cnordaker@cox.net
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/dailydevotions
https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe
https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text-subscribe
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=nebraska%20walk%20to%20emmaus
https://resourcesformen.org/mim-devotions-men-app/
https://lead-like-jesus.usefedora.com/p/10-minute-leader
mailto:support@leadlikejesus.com


and renewing of our discipleship roles, and the explanation of the Watch Night history. If you 

missed it, the Moravians started it in the 18th century, John Wesley embraced it in his ministry, 

and African Americans gathered in churches and private homes on the night before Abraham 

Lincoln gave the Emancipation Proclamation decreeing their freedom. So, there is a lot more 

significance to New Year’s Eve than resolving to eat fewer snacks! Thanks to the organizers of 

this service and may our resolutions bring glory to God and build God’s Kingdom in 2021!    

Doug Kallesen, Columbus, Nebraska  

Beloit Chautauqua: 

Our continuing story of what the community of Beloit, Ks has done as all the churches in the 

community gathered more than 100 people in an old time revival.   

                                          

Charles File Spiritual Advisor for the Great Plains Methodist Men January 6, 2021  

 

This month I’m going to try and give you history on the origin of “The Lincoln Park 

Chautauqua.” The Chautauqua movement was actually started in 1874 as a Sunday School 

assembly near Chautauqua, New York, with Methodist Bishop John Heyl Vincent as one of the 

founders. God gave him a vision of 300 places across the U.S. that were to teach social 

influence, faith in God, love of neighbor, and responsibility to mankind. He severely criticized 

those ministers who sought large churches in order to “swing-out” and do more good. To his 

mind, the small church offered the greatest field in the world. Instead of seeking a larger church, 

he said ministers should make the small church large. In 1907, he spoke at Lincoln Park and 

said, “This is the nearest in keeping with the ideal Mother Chautauqua of any I have ever seen.” 

Lincoln Park Chautauqua was the only rural Chautauqua in the U.S. and the most successful of 

its time. It was a 10-14 day event that went from day break to late night. It was a family event 

that started with tent housing in the early years to cabins, to all types of housing. You traveled by 

horse, wagon, buggy, train, and later by car. They had food, water, and ice on site. They had 

speakers from all over the U.S. (Men and women from all denominations and walks of life, 

pastors, priests, politicians, teachers, authors, inventors, historians and many, many musical 

groups. Some speakers were William Jennings Bryan, Booker T. Washington, G.W. Dockstader 

(from Beloit, Kansas), Bishop Vincent, author Margaret Hill McCarter who wrote the novel 

“Peace of the Solomon Valley,” many editors, many congressmen, governors, mayors, and 

solders. The park was managed over the years by businessmen, the Beloit District, Northwest 

Kansas Conference of M.E. Church, the Methodist Epworth League Assembly and later the 



YMCA for the youth. Some of the owners of the 30-acre tract were William and Margaret Belk, 

who homesteaded it on March 23, 1870. In 1903, William Belk sold the 30-acre tract of oak trees 

to the Lincoln Park Association for $100 per acre. The Belks had donated the grounds for use of 

camp meetings, reunions, and all social gatherings free of charge for over 30 years. G.W. 

Dockstader from Cawker City, Beloit, and then of Kansas City, Kansas, bought the 30-acre tract 

and everything on site for $68 per acre, who then presented it as a gift to the 10 Protestant 

churches of Downs, Cawker City, and Glen Elder, for their use for religious and educational 

purposes. Some of the events the parks was used for were picnics, sporting events (baseball, 

basketball, track and tennis), school house, stores, pavilion, fishing, swimming and dining. In 

1917, it was used for training Company G for WWI, the YMCA in 1921 for boys and for boys 

and girls in 1922, The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp in 1934. In 1944, it became a 

German prisoner of WWII Camp. Details next month on God’s plan for the “Heartland 

Awakening” in Beloit, Kansas. 

DONATIONS: 

When you go to our website you may notice a new “DONATE” button.  WAIT!  We are not 

really asking you to donate right now, we just want to offer you the opportunity.  Unfortunately, 

the pandemic has prevented us from spending money on the events we had planned.    

Everything we did was virtual.  Pray 2021 will be different.  Give if the Holy Spirit leads you. 

 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  Dallas Willard, in his book Living in Christ’s 

Presence,  says discipleship is pulling people along with us as we grow.  We have to be in 

relationship to be able to pull them with us.  Rev Dr. Kevin Watson has a wonderful book, The 

Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. As UMM, we have been forming 

classes across the country using this book.   I would like to use it to help us launch small groups 

in our Conference.   

If you are interested in being part of a small group that will meet weekly, at a time and a 

day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

mailto:ummwbb11@att.net

